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lEGNiiR, whom a Swedish Author has magnificently 
denominated *'that Mighty Genie who organizes even disor- 
der," * has in no production more distinguished himself 
than in the work of which the following pages are a 
Translation. If his fame is to be measured by the rule 
of Madame de Stael — * translations are a present im- 
mortality" — then it will not soon perish from the re- 
cords of — the Great. 

Fully aware of the horror every distinguished Poet 
must feel, at having mangled versions of his finest lays 
sent out from distant lands, — the Translator early re- 
solved not to publish this Work, unless it met with the 
approbation of the Author himself. This he has been 
fortunate enough to obtain, accompanied by corrections 
and comniunicatious of the highest value. To the ^Intro- 
ductory Letter,'** in particular, we would refer, as con- 
taining explanations indispensable for understanding the 
Original Design of the Poem. It would be superfluous to 
add, that we express our deepest gratitude for both the 
kindness itself which the Bishop has hereby showed us, 
and for the manner in which it was done, — to an un- 
Inown and undistinguished Student. 

Our thanks are also especially due to the individuals 
who have variously conti*ibuted to the elucidation and 
adornment of our pages. The "Life" by the distinguished 
Poet and Patriarchal Chi*istian FRANz6?^,** — the "De- 
scription of Ingeborg's Arm-Ring" ** by the profound 

* It is difiicalt to give at once both the alliteration and the terseness of 
le original: — den ^*s(arke andeu som ordnar sjelfva oordningen.n 
J^*nstolpe'$ xSkildringar ,« — Dc narvarande , p. 496, 
^j*^ In order that these new and valuable Documculs may nol be lost to the 
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Antiquarian and genllemanly Scholar IIILDEBRAND — for, 
thank God, pedantry is fast ceasing to be the mark of 
erudition, — and the Musical accompaniments by the late 
distinguished composer CRUSELL*, and by the Countess 
MONTGOMERY, now GYLLENHAAL, — are all precious ad- 
denda to the work itself and deserve, as they will receive, 
the thanks of the European Public. 

Conceiving it necessary to a proper appreciation of 
the Poetic Legend, we have appended a Translation of 
the Prose Icelandic Saga , in itself one of the most beauti- 
ful in the whole Cycle of Icelandic Literature. The in- 
cidents relating to the Hero, Frithiof the Dauntless^ oc- 
curred previously to the close of the Vlllth Century of 
our Era, though they were probably not transferred from 
the oral to the written circle of tradition till 3 or 4 cen- 
turies later. 

As to the 'Frithiof of Bishop TEGNER we cannot do 
better than quote from a beautiful Notice of the Bishop's 
Poem inserted in the "North American Review" No. XC VI ; 
the Author is, we believe, the learned and talented Pro- 
fessor Longfellow,** whom we remember having seen 
in this Capital during his Northern Tour: — '*We consider 



Norlhern Public wc have, "with, tlie permission of ihe Aiilliors , pnb- 
lislicd the Swedish Originals as an wAppcndix to Friihiors Saga.n 
One great favour and advantage we have enjoyed — the Translalions 
of these three communica lions have all been read and approved by the 
gentlemen to whom we owe them. 

* It is his surviving Family who have granted ns permission to re-print 
some of the very popular airs which he wrote, and which are sung 
in Scandinavia in every dwelling , from the ]>alace to the collage. 

* * Our quotation begins at p. 151, The wRevieww in question reached 
ns while this Translation was going through the press. The fragm^ 
translated by the Professor surpass any we have hilbcrlo seen 
English. 
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the * 'Legend of Frilhiof" as one of the most remarkable 
productions of the age. It is an Epic Poem, composed 
of a series of Ballads ... It seems to us a very laudable 
innovation, thus to describe various scenes in various 
metre, and not employ the same for a game of chess and 
a storm at sea. . . The reader must bear in mind, that 
the work before him is written in the spirit of the past; 
in the spirit of that old poetry of the North, in which 
the same images and expressions are oft repeated, and 
the sword is called the Lightning's Brother, — a Banner, 
the Hider of Heaven; gold, the Day-light of Dwarfs, and 
the grave, the green gate of Paradise. The old Scald 
smote the strings of his harp, with as bold a hand, as 
the Berserk smote his foe . . . He lived in a credulous 
age; in the. dim twilight of the past. He was 

*'The sky-lark in the dawn of years. 
The poet of the morn." 

•* We must visit, in imagination at least, that 

distant land [Scandinavia], and converse with the genius 
of the place. It points us to the Past; to the great mounds, 
which are the tombs of kings. Their bones are within ; 
skeletons of warriors mounted on the skeletons of their 
steeds; and Vikings sitting gaunt and grim on the plankless 
ribs of their pirate ships. ... In every mysterious sound 
that fills the air, the peasant still hears the trampling of 
Odin's steed , which many centuries ago took fright at the 
sound of a church bell. The memory af Balder is still 
preserved in the flower that bears his name , and Freja's 
Spinning-wheel still glimmers in the stars of the constel- 
lation Orion. The sound of Stromkarl's [the Mer-man's] 
** "flute is heard in tinkling brooks, and his song in water- 
falls. In the forest, the Skogsfrun, of wondrous beauty. 
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The Notes and Index have been reduced into as short 
a compass as possible, consistent with a tolerably clear 
explanation of the different subjects on which they treat. 
There is little that is original among them, our object 
having been to use the picturesque descriptions of the 
Ancient North in preference to modern paraphases. Many, 
it is true, will think them much too diffuse; but our own 
persuasion af the low state of Scandinavian Literature ge- 
nerally in Great Britain , induces the idea that the majority 
of our readers will thank us for our otherwise thankless 
trouble. It will be observed that a large number of ex- 
tracts are from the notes appended to the Translation of 
the Rev. Mr Strong, — but, undoubtedly, both the reader 
and that gentleman himself will acquit us for avoiding 
the stupid and pedantic vanity of again doing what had 
been so well done before. The field of mind, of litera- 
ture, of the ennoblement and civilization of our race is 
so large, so immense, that the "few labourers" who cul- 
tivate it have all of them more than they can possibly 
accomplish — without wasting their time and strength by 
doing things twice over when once is sufficient. 

Lastly, if this work has any merit, — let the honour 
fall where it is due. — It is to my dear and distinguished 
Brother, the Rev. J. R. Stephens, the tribune of the 
POOR, that I am indebted for having my attention turned 

"from sounds to things;" 
and he it was who recommended to my eager study the 
literature of the North in general, and Frithiofs Saga 
in particular — which he unrolled before me by an oral 
translation — at a time when far away from the shores of 
the North, and when the work was altogether unknown 
in England. 



But ihe faults of this Performauce are so numerous, 
and so well aware arc we of the great degree in which it 
falls short of the beautiful Original and of our own Ideal — 
that it is only with all the modesty becoming youth and 
comparative inexperience, that we venture to lay it, 

"With all its imperfections on its head," 
before an enlightened and indulgent public. One thing 
we must entreat, — that every thing weak, inferior, or 
unexpressive will be attributed to its proper source — the 
pen of the Translator — not the *'immortal plume" of 
the illustrious Author. Do not let the Master suffer 
for the faults of his Disciple. — Should these pages be 
received with favour, it is our intention, at some future 
period, to present to our countrymen a volume contain- 
ing a choice series of the *'Beauties of tegnM," most 
of them , whether in prose or poetry, unabridged. In 
the mean time, should Criticism — seated on the throne 
of the Thunderer, and wielding the God's own bolts — 

Hurl its indignant lightnings at our head, 
and annihilate a work vainly hoping for subsistence — our 
consolation will be, ^^non omnia possumua omnea,^' and 
we shall abandon the field to some more gifted champion. 

Stockholm, June 21st. 1839. 

G. S. 
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X hrce of the Provinces of Sweden vie with each other in claiming to 
themselves the name, so glorious for the whole kingdom, so beloved by 
the whole nation, — tegnkr. The first is the iron-veined Wermland j 
where the great Bard was born and grew in years. The second is the 
fruitful Shane (Scania), at whose famed University he suddenly sprang 
forth an accomplished Teacher, instead of what he had been — an extra- 
ordinary and for the most piirt a self-taught pupil, — and whence his 
poetical renown flew through the whole of Sweden, and soon through 
Europe itself. The pleasant {trejlig) Smdland is the third; here, as the 
Chief of its Diocese and the guardian of its Educational Institutions, he 
has gained yet greater consideration and yet fresher honours. Indeed he 
belongs originally to this Bishopric, partly through his Father who was 
born fherc, and partly by his Name which his Ancestors took from the 
village of Tcgna {Tegnaby) — at present a part of the Diocese-Estates. 
Thus his very name seems to have announced to tegner his future station. 
His Father, who was also called esaias tegner, and who was a good 
Preacher, a cheerful Companion, and an active Agriculturalist, had been 
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nominated to the Rectory of Millcsvik. It was while he was yet waiting 
till he could occupy the Parsonage, and was living at the house of the 
Assistant-Minister at Kyrkerud in the Living of By, that his Spouse, 
whose maiden name was S. M. Seidelius, bore him, on the 13th of No- 
vember 1782, his fourth Son — Esaias. 

While not yet 9 years old he lost his father, and for want of 
means ^- his elder Brothers having all to be supported as Students — • 
was compelled to seek some other path for his future livelihood. The 
Assessor Branting, a Sm£land-man, consequently from the same Province, 
and probably also a near friend of his father, took the lad into his 
House, and he was brought up there to be his Assistant in the Baillie- 
OiEce-room (Fogde-Konloret). He soon acquired whatever belonged to 
his employment, and accompanied his Foster-father to all the meetings 
for the collection of the Taxes. As the Bailliwic was extensive, these 
journies taught him to know and admire the beauty with which this 
Province reflects its woods and mountains in its many lakes. A proof 
of this we find in his fine Poem <To my Home-region' ('Till min Hem- 
byggd* -'*), the first which introduced him to the notice of the Public. 

Tegner cannot himself remember, when he first began to write verse. 
While yet a child, he sang of every event at all remarkable in his uniform 

1 

life.//Nay, he even undertook a considerable Poem under the name of 
*Atie,* the subject of which was taken from "Bjurncrs Kampadatcr," — 
thus the Same collection of old Sagas in which, at a more mature age, 
he found the rough sketch of his 'Frithiof.* 

The Northern Sagas were among his first and dearest acquaintances, 
at a time when — ignorant of every language but his mother-tojague — 
he read every thing he could meet with, particularly in History fand the 
Belles Lettres. '■ He sat, with a book in his hand, wherever he hbp})cncd 
to find himself, sometimes on a stone, and sometimes on a ladder; — 
and one day, during harvest, when he should watch a field-gate, he 
altogether forgot his task , so swallowed up was he in what he was read- 
ing, and let the cattle wander through into the yet unmown meadow! 

Thus grew he up, like a Wild-Apple-tree in the forest, till he was 
14 years of age. Then it was that Branting, who had long remarked his 
passion for reading, accidentally discovered the profit he drew from it. 
One evening, as they were traveling home from Carlstad and the stars 



* Pablisbed io i8oa, in "Stockbolms-posteo." G, S, 
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were kliiiiiiig bright ubove thoni, his fostcrfathcr, who was a pious man 
of Ihc good old-fashioned School, took occasion to speak of the handi- 
works of God, and of the evident omnipotence and wisdom he had dis- 
covered therein. The boy's answer showed a knowledge of the System 
of the World and of the Laws for the motions of the heavenly Bodies, 
at which the old man was astonished. *How do you know that,*? he 
enquired. *I have read about it in "Bastholms Philosophic fur Olarde"' 
(Philosophy for the unlearned) — he replied. Branting was silent; but 
some days after, he observed, — *You must become a Student* »> How 
decisive were these words! How important not only in the Life of tegxer, 
but in the Literature of his Country, in which his name has created a 
new epoch. And how manifold is the good, both in the Church and in 
the Schools of Sweden, which must have been lost had it not been for 
that one sentence! It was on that expression depended all the renown 
and pleasure which his Works, translated as they have been into so 
many languages, have excited throughout Europe. Well does the memory 
of the honourable Branting deserve the distinction, to be handed down 
to Posterity conjoined with the name of his immortal Foster-sou ! — But 
was it his work alone? — Though we cannot, it is true, regard it as 
direct inspiration tliat he should begin talking about the Stars to the 
simple office-boy in whose mind lay concealed so great a subject, — still, 
in the whole of this circumstance generally, we must acknowledge the 
guiding hand of Providence, that hand so evident but so oft unseen in 
the life of the Individual no less than in the History of the World ! 

To study, had long been the secret longing of the boy, but he had 
not dared to represent his wishes. And even now, however great his 
joy at this glimpse of unexpected light he could not help objecting -— 
his want of means. 'God will provide for the sacriGce;* answered Bran- 
ding, 'you are born for something better than what you can become with 
me; you must go to your eldest Brother, he will guide your studies « 
and 1 shall not forget you'. 

This promise he fulfilled, not only by considerable sums to o**^ 
in keeping him at the University, but by a fatherly sympathy 
that regarded him. And this, notwithstanding he was now '" 
abandon the hope he had long secretly cherished, of be*»- 
to leave him his Place — together with his youngest di.. 

In the month of March 1796, Esaias rerof^^^ 
Gustaf, who was then a Candidate of Philoiiopbv 
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laud. The latter, a man already distinguished for uncommou learning, 
and who at the University-Promotion was the rival of his younger Bro- 
ther for the first degree, and who as many thought ought to have gained 
the preference, now became the tutor of the youngest. The wonderful 
progress which he made, is a proof what determined resolution united to 
commanding talents can accomplish, especially in the warming season of 
impetuous Youth. 

After nine month's instruction from his Brother, who employed the 
old solid method of teaching , he was able to study for himself. He now , 
during the course of 1797, made himself familiar with a multitude of 
Latin Authors, particularly the Poets. The latter fixed themselves so 
firmly in his uncommonly strong memory, that he, to this day, can 
repeat large extracts from their works. In Greek also, and in French , he 
advanced rapidly without any assistance, /j 

So early as the following year, however, when he had not yet com- 
pleted his 16th winter , the Youth was compelled to undertake the instruction 
of others , in order to find means for his own further education.Vyhe Iron- 
Master (Brukspatron J Owner of Iron- Works,) Myhrman, who was after- 
wards Councillor of Mines (Bergsrdd) invited him to become the Tutor 
of his Children. In this also was a special dispensation , which influenced 
not only his private and immediate circumstances, but also his future 
happiness. The spot, too, at which he resided was distinguished for a 
wild but imposing scenery. It belonged to those extensive wood-lands to 
which "Yfvakarl,"* as Karl the IXth is still ^called in this District « 
summoned his colonists from Finland. The owner of the Works was an 
intelligent and persevering Iron-Founder, but at the same time a man 
uncommonly educated for his employment. Being himself well versed , not 
only in several modern Languages, but also in the Latin Tongue, his Li- 
brary contained even several Greek Classics. Among these was a Folio , which 
soon became the object of the poetical stripling's most zealous researches. 
It was a — Homer. Notwithstanding all the difficulties thrown in his way 
by the many anomalous Dialects, and by his own still imperfect know- 
ledge of the Language as a whole and of its various peculiarities,— > he was 
not to be dismayed. Even then, the great characteristic of his mind was — 
never to give way; besides which it exhibited all that energy which distin- 
guishes a great genius. With Zenophon also, and with Lucian, he became 

• Karl the Great , (Charlemagne) — a W^rmland Provincialiiifn, G. S. 
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familiar. But the Bard wlio principally dividcil his time and attention 
with old Homer, was — his Horace; and here it was he first became ac- 
quainted with his writings. In the midst of all this, he hy no means 
neglected the Literature of France, whose most classical productions richly 
adorned this Gentleman's shelves. — Thus it was that he was even now 
laying the foundations of that Independence with which he afterwards 
withstood all one-sided or narrow-minded judgements over the Literature 
both of antiquity and of modern times. But as he did not find a single 
Grerman Poet in this Library and only learned that Language through the 
medium of common elementary books, he acquired a prejudice against it which 
was long before it was entirely dissipated. With English, on the contrary, 
he became poetically acquainted through Macjiherson's Translation of 
Ossian. This work produced such an effect upon his imagination, that he 
learned the language without any help. 

^ In the usual pleasures and amusements of youth, and in Society in 
general, he mixed little if at all. ^'or, indeed, did he miss them; for 
his books gave him full employment. He even seldom allowed himself 
time, at this period, to write verses. A report, however, of Buonaparte's 
death in Egypt, occasioned his composing a Lyric Poem which gavcMyhr- 
man who exceedingly admired the French Hero, great hopes of the youth- 
ful minstrel. But the Production thus grounded on so false a rumour, 
has never yet been published. 

Having now reached his 17th year, he repaired to Lund, in the 
autumn of 1799, and commenced his Academic course., His object, at 
first, was only to prepare for his entrance into the Royal Chancery. 
Still he would give a public proof of his proficiency in the Greek and 
Roman Languages, and accordingly wrote a Latin Treatise on Anacrcon. 
Armed with this Document, he hastened to Doctor Norbcrg, a Scholar 
famous for his Oriental erudition, and to whose Professorship the Lite- 
rature of Greece also belonged at that time. This interview produced a 
never-changing impression on the mind of the promising yonng stndeut^ 
not only through the encouraging kindness with which be had received 
him, but through his whole bearing and manners* which united the 
charms of original genius with a naive and !"»"-"»••■ «iw«^|i<.!»Y. T'^—r 
the beautiful picture * which TEGNfii has pr^ '^ 



* The Introflnrtlon — at DmUratinn 
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to him — *Nallvardsbarncn' * — we may be at least allowed to copy the 
following features: 

Yes! the' East's fast Friend art Thou, the North's proud glory, 

A man of Fable's yanish'd days of gold , 
And speech and manners hast of Patriarchs hoary , 

And, — wise as Eld — the Child's pure heart dost hold! ** 

^ Norbcrg is one of those men who have had the greatest influence 
on tcgner's career. \\ By counseling him to change his studies at once 
from the civil ofEcial-examination to the degree of M. A. — he kept him 
at the University, fixed him to literary pursuits, and prepared the way 
for him to the station which he now occupies in the pale of the Swedish 
Church. >^v|]^ 

NorMrig offered him gratis instruction in Arabic. But the learning 
of the East had no attractions for the young Scald. The great Oriental- 
ist was also a perfect master of the Roman Tongue, and contended for 
the palm with Professor Lundblad, whose Latin School was then in its 
highest lustre. The style of the former resembled that of Tacitus, in 
shortness, expressiveness, and antithetic pregnancy of diction. The latter, 
on the other hand, who had studied in Leipzig and had there formed 
himself on the model of Ernesti, had introduced his Ciceronianism into 
Sweden. To this School it was that, both by example and by precept, 
he strictly kept the young men who were under his charge. To choose 
between these two 'Masters of their Art,* was not so easy for a stripling- 
student. Tegn^e decided for the Lundblad Party; being induced to take 

* Id a Porro f recited at the Promotion to Matter of Arts, at LddcI, in iSaQ, 
where Tegn^r socceeded Bishop Faxe as Yice-Chancellor of the University, 
and where Oebleoschlager was present, and received the Laarcl and his Di- 
ploma. — fCThe Children of the Sacrament,* an exceedingly beautiful Poem, 
not yet translated into Engh'sh, and something in the same style as Gold- 
smith's Clergyman in *The Deserted Village.') O. S, 

* * From the Vllth Stanza in the above-mentioned Dedication. The origioal 

lines are as follows: 

**Da, Orientens tan, dn Nordens heder. 

Da roan frin fabeins glumda dar af gull, 
Med patriarkcrs sprik , roed deras seder, 
Som ildren vis, torn barnet osknldsfniP." 
Tegnhi SamlaH* Dikter, p. r3a. O. S, 
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that step by his Brother Elof , who was then Reader (Docens) at the Uni- 
versity and was considered one of the very finest pupils Lundblad had 
produced. 

Bat it was naturally to, he expected that the other Professors also 
should have their attention fixed on a Student of sueh distinguished qua- 
lities. He himself acknowledges the encouragement he received from 
Munthe and from Lidhack. The former, who was Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and a zealous Kantian , is represented by tegner "^ in a most 
charming sketch, as one of the noblest men who have ever adorned any 
Academic Chair. With the latter , who had just been* created Professor 
of Esthetics, and had attempted Poetry without any very great success, 
he came into a relation which cannot be better expressed than by the 
following verses composed by tegner: 

He, who latest has left us, 

Gave me his fatherly care, and taught me the Scale of the Muses 
While, yet young, I requir*d his counsel. Nor would he gi'ow angry 
If, ofttimes, I obey*d him but badly — trying, as rash Youth 
Will, my pinions in regions not his. Yes I nobly he acted! ^* 

rj In the Mathematical Sciences he had read little or nothing before he 
came to the University. But, being now engaged in preparing for his 
degree, his clear understanding enabled him to make rapid progress in 
this Department also, and almost without any assistance. The only 
Lectures he attended were those on Physics and on the Diflcreutial-Cal- 
culus, and his Notes on these occasions were afterwards a standing loan 
among his acquaintance, and were highly spoken of for lucidity and pre- 
cision.* Thus at the University, also, he continued to be an avto^i^axTos, 
although through the medium of books. He commonly worked from 18 

* lo Ids "Mianen** (Recollections), which conttitnte so beaotifnl a group in his 
Poems, and which do so mocb honour to bis heart no less than to hit 
genius. (See Tegnirt Smirrg DOUer, p. a33.) 

•* . "En som sednast har bortgitt 

Tog mig i faderlig vlrd, ocb larde mig Skalan till Slngen, 
Niir jag var nng ocb behdfde bans rid{ ocb ban barmades icke, 
Om jag ej foljdo dem jemt, men fdrsdkte, torn ynglingar plaga , 
Viogaroes kraft, i rymder ej bans: det var ddelt af bonom." 
The above lines were written at the Promotion in Lund 1829. 6. & 

n 
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lo 20 hours a day, sleeping as little as possible. He seldom partook in 
the pastimes which belonged to his age , or in the Life of a Studekit 
generally; this gained him the character of a bashful, awkward and 
singular young man. jr^, \J^ t.-' ;^ 

Who could believe this of so lively a genius , so cheerful , playfully- 
witty , and so , amiable a Society-man as at a later time he has been 
found to be? — But this was the only way by which, within so short a 
time, the could acquire such various and such solid erudition. 

Through the assistance of Myhrman and of Branting, he had been 
enabled to pass near a year at the University, without being compelled 
to break off his own studies by instructing others. But his scrupulousness 
would not permit him any longer to take advantage of their generosity, 
without some effort to obtain his own subsistence. He therefore applied 
for and obtained a University private-tutorship in the family of Baron 
Lcyonhufvud, at YxkuUsund in Smiland. His pupil, the Baron Abraham 
Leyonhufvud, who has since risen to be President of the High Justiciary 
Court, is — of all the, individuals he has instructed — the one he has 
most esteemed and loved. And this feeling has remained unchanged 
during a course of 30 years. His habits of life at YxkuUsund were the 
same as at the University — laborious, lonely, and averse to company. 
But after he had written some French verses, on the occasion ofafamily- 
f(Ste-day, — the awkward and gloomy Student began to be remarked with 
wonder and esteem. 

After having passed the summer of 1800 at this Seat, he returned 
to Lund, accompanied by his pupil. Here Professor Lidback appointed 
him Extraordinary Amanuensis to the University Library, of which the 
Professor was the Manager. To this, it is true, no salary was attached* 
but it was an uncommon distinction for a youth of 18, who had not 
yet taken his degree. 

That he might accomplish this he now prepared himself with increas- 
ing zeal, mostly studying Philosophy, partly in the Dialogues of Plato, 
and partly in the Writings of Kant and a few by Fichte. He has himself 
declared that, with his concrete mind, he was not disposed for these 
abstract speculations, and that he grew tired of pursuing a long systematic 
Deduction which allowed no foot-hold for the Fancy. His Academic 
Treatises, however, show that he easily penetrated and clearly understood 
Philosophical questions. — What more especially drew him to the critical 
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School of Rant was, its originally gcepiical nature and its gix^at result*, 
which stops short at a something — unknown and ncvcr-to-he-fathomed ! 

At the Examination for Degrees, which he passed in two divisions 
— the autumn of 1801 and the spring of 1802 — he obtained 'laudatur / 
the highest Girtificatc, from all the Professors except Norberg. This was 
altogether unexpected, especially as tegn^ was acknowledged, in Greek, 
which then belonged to the same Professorship as the Oriental Languages, 
to be the most accomplished of all the promovendi. — But Tiorberg fixed 
a higher value on the latter Literature, in which also he had gained 
Continental celebrity. 

With such high testimonials, tegner was of course the unopposed 
primus at the Promotion , and was to answer the Magisler-Qucstion. But 
in the meantime an event occuiTcd, which threatened to banish him for 
ever from the University, to destroy all his prospects there, and to give 
his destiny quite another object 

LundagSrd is the name of an Academic Promenade, shaded by aged 
trees, beneath whose murmur the Students arc accustomed to pass the 
most innocent of their evening hours, — if not exactly in Socratic Dia- 
logues , at least with somewhat Platonic feelings of the beautiful. One 
evening , however , a transaction took place there which was not altogethei* 
so innocent. Without being aware of anything at all extraordinary, 
TEGNER, alone as usual, was hastening thither to refresh himself after the 
day*s hard toil. He then found assembled there a very large body of the 
Students, all armed with branches cut from the old and venerable trees. 
They, however, had hewed down not a single bough; it had been done 
by order of the Consistory, to promote the growth of the Trees and 
make their tops more leafy. This intention the young men misunderstood, 
supposing that all this maiming foreboded the destruction of their fa- 
vourite Lundagird, and the more so as they found that whole Trees had 
been felled. These, however, were old and naked trunks which it was 
thought ought to make room for younger stems. The rising discontent 
was principally directed against the University's then officiating Rector 
Magnificus, who was hy no means loved, and who was believed to 
have been alone concerned in planning all this ruin, teovise, whom the 
eager crowd surrounded immediately on his arrival, with shouts of -« 
'Primus must go with us* — made representations but in vain against 
the tumult Clamoured down, and armed like th« rest with a branch, he 
was obliged to accompany them. The proceision took the route to thf^ 
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Rector's House, which was first saluted with a thundcriug cry of — 
^Pereat Rector , vivat Lundagdrd/ — Then all the houghs were thrown 
in a heap before the entrance, completely blocking up the door. After 
this, they went tumultuously up the street, giving hurrahs to several of 
the Professors. For the Theology-Professor, Hylander, vivat was not 
shouted hut chaunted in chorus. On their return, when the Rector was 
once more saluted with a '^Pereat/ it was very near happening that they 
proceeded to break his windows also. This, however, was prevented by 
TEGNiR and the Magistcr Wallenberg, afterwards Bishop of Linkoping; 
but only by the argument that ladies were residing in the rooms that 
faced the street. 

The next morning tegn^r was summoned before him by the Rector 
to undergo a private hearing, and he there gave a faithful statement of 
the whole event, without at all denying what was culpable in his own 
conduct. But His Magnificence* paid no respect to this openness or to 
tbgn^r's efforts to prevent the uproar. 'You are already,* said he, *an 
officer of this University; you have been nominated primus at the en- 
suing promotion, and might expect great success in your profession here. 
All this now is past. The Academic constitutions clearly direct, that you 
must ^^relegari cum infamid/* Sorry indeed I am, that your good for- 
tune should thus be thrown away. Still, it might be possible,* he added, 
after a pause, Hhat all might be helped and arranged, if you would only 
tell me the names of the Ringleaders in the riot.* — tecner, incensed 
at this question, replied with some warmth, that however it went with 
himself he would not play the Informer against his own comrades. *Wc 
were,* he concluded, 'two or three hundred altogether; and there were 
few among them whom I knew; but those few I never will betray!' 

In the meantime, the whole affair gradually died away; for all the 
other Professors valued too highly the uncommon qualities of a youth 
who was also so irreproachable in his manners, not to rescue him from 
the misfortune with which he was threatened by a man whom even his 
companions could not esteem. 

At this period tegner received the sorrowful intelligence, thiit his 
eldest Brother, who was only 30 years of age, had just expired. He was 
universally lamented as an excellent Preacher, and in all respects a pat- 

* The Rector of a Swedish Uoiferfity' is called *Rector Magoificus' or *His 
Mugoificcuce.' 
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tern for his class. Esaias felt himself, at his death, again an orphan. 
Not only was it from him he had obtained the first elements of that 
learning , for which he was now about to receive the laurel-wreath * 
— foremost among 40 — but at his very entrance on the dangerous 
years of youth, it was his Brother who had confirmed him in those 
principles of religion and of morals, in which while yet a child he 
had been instructed, but which he had not enjoyed any opportunity of 
reducing to practise. — Deeply affected by this loss, he made it the sub- 
ject of an Elegy,** which was rewarded with a prize by the Literary 
Society of Gothenbourg. This 'Lament,* together with the before-men- 
tioned Poem *Till min Hcmbygd* (To my Home-District) which he had 
composed at the same period, first began to attract the general attention 
of the People to this rising Bard. 

After the Promotion, he traveled to Wermland, on a visit to his 
Mother and to his Benefactors Branting and Myhrman. A virtuous young 
man can undoubtedly enjoy no greater pleasure from the success of his 
exertions, than that of delighting his Parents, and those who have cared 
for him with a father's or a mother's tenderness. But scarcely less, nay 
perhaps even greater, is their satisfaction when their efforts have been 
crowned with such results as was now the case. 

This visit to Myhrman changed the childish friendship which had 
already subsisted between his daughter and tegner, to a serious obligation 
to which her Parents gave their consent. Four years, however, elapsed 
before circumstances allowed them to enter into the married State. 

It was on this journey that, for the first time, he beheld — resid- 
ing with his Father at Ransater in "Wermland — an individual after- 
wards so famous as a Poet, an Historian, and a Thinker, the illustrious 
Greijcr. He was at that time only a Student at Upsala, but had even then 
gained the great prize of the Swedish Academy for his Panegyric over 
Slen Sture. tegner himself has made the following observations * * * con- 

* Tbe Masters of Arts are adorned, at the Swedish UoiTersities, with a Wreath 

of Laurel on the day of tbeir Promotion. G, 8, 
** Found in ^'Gotbeborgska Yettenskapf och Yitterhets-Sailikapeti Handlingar 

i8oa." G, S. 
*** Tbe above, together with soch other remarks of TEGJfBR as occur in this 

Biography, hare been kindly communicated by hintflf to th« Author, io a 

private Epistle on tbe circumstances of his life. 
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ccrning Ihis acquaintance. '*£vcn at this, our very first meeting, betrayed 
itself, that great divergence in our views of life and literature, which 
time has since only more developed. Our whole intercourse was a con- 
tinued University- Act, though without any bitterness or unfriendliness. 
£ven at this early period I learned to value him, as one of the most 
talented and noble natures in our land.** 

On his return to Lund, tegner was appointed by Lidbuck reader 
(Doccns) in ^Esthetics. He was permitted, however, to leave the Univer- 
sity for a time and reside in Stockholm, whither he repaired in the be- 
ginning of 1803, being received as Tutor into the House of the Chief- 
Director StrUbing. This family lived in first-rate style; but the manners 
of Tegner were, as in Lund, retired and for himself. It was then he 
became acquainted with the Poet Chorseus, whom he found a cheerful 
witty and amiable, but somewhat singular, man. They communicated to 
each other their poetical efforts, and although Choraeus was far inferior 
to Tegner in genius he yet, according to the lattei'^s own statements, 
could — as older and more experienced in the exercise of *the divine 
art' — assist him with valuable counsel. They corresponded for some 
time after tegner had repaired to Lund, to which place he was accom- 
panied by his pupils. 

But having long since been bclrolhcd,'*' he wished to obtain soon 
some fixed Establishment, and therefore applied for the jilaceof Gyninasii- 
Adjunct at Carlstad. The Consistory did not appoint him; but he ob- 
tained the place by appealing to the King, who then resided in Baden. 
Being shortly afterwards, however, appointed Adjunct at the University 
of Lund, he never entered upon his duties in Carlstad. As Assistant- 
Lecturer {Adjunct^ Vice-Professor,) in ^Esthetics, he was for a Nvholc 
year at the head of the Professorship in this Science, during llic Rccloratc 
of Professor Lidbuck as well as on many other occasions. 

The manner in which he had enabled his hearers to sec and under- 
stand for themselves all that Beautiful of which LidbUck had only talk- 
ed and produced the opinions of various critics — made the difTcrcncc 
between them only too remarkable. Notwithstanding this, the Teacher 
still preserved the same friendship and goodwill for the Pupil by whom 
he was thrown so much in the shade. For the rest, though it is far from 



* It if itiil general in Sweden lo go through a form of tes^l Betrothal, as iotro- 
dactory to the still more solema Cereroooy of Marriage. G, S, 
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our meaning to underyaluc all. that was noble in the sentiments of Lid- 
back any more than all that was solid in his erudition^ — wc cannot 
help remarking, that tegne&'s peculiar manner of thinking and acting 
makes his superiority, nay eyen his sarcastic witticisms, pleasing and 
pleasant even to those who are their objects. 

There was in Lund another individual who found in TEONeR a dan- 
gerous rival. It was Ling, who was not less famous for his Northern 
Minstrelsy than for his System of Scientific Gymnastics. To them both, 
— not less than to Greijer, who harped for us the beautiful 'Song of 
the Viking,** and who invoked (living as before!) *The last Champion** 
and *The last Scald** fix>m their ancient Bari'ows, — belongs the glory, 
as Oehlcnschlagcr and Grundtvig had done in Denmark, of having in- 
spired a new life into the Swedish Literature by employing once more 
the Scandinavian Myth and Saga. But if the Bard of the *Asar*** has, 
like Grundtvig, made us more familiar with the raw force and wild 
greatness of the olden Champions, — the Chaunter of *Frithiof* has, with 
Ochlenschlugcr, attracted more general attention to the forms and images 
of Antiquity, by investing them with the milder features of the poetical 
ideal. Even before that period, when the views and efforts of both were 
developed. Ling and tegncr could not harmonize. It is curious enough, 
that the Gymnastic Fencing-Master, who presented his naked breast to the 
stabs not of foils but of the points of swords, possessed a temperament 
far more irritable and sensitive. But in spite of all their momentary 
misunderstandings, the honourable truefast and open-hearted character of 
both, caused them always to retain a firm and mutual friendship, and 
to acknowledge uninterruptedly each other's worth and merits. 

In the year 1806, when he added the office of Under-Librarian to 
his Assistant-Lectureship in ^Esthetics, besides being Notary in the Phi- 
losophic Faculty, — he was enabled to corapleat his Nuptial-Contract 
with Miss Anna M. G. Myhrman, who added domestic happiness to his 
literary honours. It was owing to her care and skill as the Head of the 
Household, together with his professional industry, that — although 
his income never exceeded 60 Barrels of grain** ^ — they still were pos- 
sessed of a comfortable subsistence. 

* Titles of some of Geijer's finest and most popnlar Ballads. O. S. 

•• Ling'a principal and longest work is entitled *Asarne ,' (The Asar). O. S, 

♦•• The income of many pablic fanctionaries in Sweden, but especially of the 
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At Uils period a numixr of the younger Officers in the Univcrsitj 
formed a sort of Club, called the <Hcrbei*ge/ and of which tecnca was a 
member. It had no political tendency, and scarcely any Regulations. Tbcy 
conversed on Literature in general , and of the goTemment of the Uni- 
versity in particular. "Here," writes tegrcb, "was found the pith of views 
and sentiments which were afterwards not without their influence on the 
University. They played at ball with ideas and witticisms, — childreo 
of the moment which might well have deserved to have been more gener- 
ally known." But among them all, the man who was most willingly Us- 
tencd to both for his striking mots and his amiable character was -^ 
TEGireR: now, no longer compelled to exert himself for his studies, and 
passing an agreahle family-life, — he had become a cheerful and sociable 
companion. Many of the individuals visiting this Club have gained con- 
sidei'able renown, as Teachers at the University or in the Church, teg vet, 
as a Poet, and Agardh as a Savan, both enjoy foreign celebrity. Thive 
are Bishops, TECveR in Vexio, Agardh in Carlstad, and Heurlin in Visby. 
The last is also Acting Secretary of State for Ecclesiastical Affairs and 
the Department of Public Instruction. Both Heurlin and Agardh have also 
distinguished themselves at the Diets, and possess a political importance 
which TEGNeR, although esteemed for his independence, has never cndea?- 
oured to acquire. 

Through several Lyrical Pieces which displayed a genius of a lofty 
order, TECNea had already gained an increasing reputation as a Poet, — 
when his Poem Svea, which received the great Prize of the Swedish A- 
cademy in 1811 , excited a universal sensation by its patriotic spirit no 
less than its i>octic beauty. Among those things which make this Poem 
remarkable, is the change of form which occurs towards its close. From 
Alexandrines distinguished for that refined strength and measured and 
well-preserved harmony which this kind of verse demands, the Scald » in 
a sudden transport, is carried away to a Dithyrambic Song whose various 
tones arc in unison with the richly-varied changes of its subject. This 
is, — a poetical vision, in which the Mythological inlbges of the antique 
porsy shadow forth what the Swedish nation at the present moment thought 



^'^^i^gy* is generally reckoned in *tannor spanneinSI,' barrels of grain, (half 
rye and half corn), which is also paid in kind. The average valae of each 
barrel ii regulated annually. It is commonly equal to lo B:dr Rgs. , about 
lialf a {>uinea. G, S. 
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and fclt> experienced aud hoped. Even although such should not have 
been the intention of our Bard, still the union of these two different 
styles shows His opinions in reference to the great Schism then arising 
in the Swedish Literature. 

Without at all degrading the Belles Lettres of the older School, He 
liimself was buildiug up the new. But he never went over to our Phos- 
phorism , which was so called from**Phosphoros,** a Literary Review which 
was to announce a new dawn on the Swedish 'Parnassus' Mount' On 
this subject he himself writes as follows: "The Grerman Theories and the 
fashionable 'Carbuncle-Poetry' "*" I could not beai\ It is true, I thought a 
change was necessary in our Swedish Verse; but it could and ought to 
be brought about in a more independent manner. The New School seemed 
to me too negalive, and its critical Crusade too unjust. I therefore did 
not mix myself up in the contest, with the exception perhaps of a few 
pleasantries which I wrote or spoke." 

As Lord Byron, in spite of the disrepute into which his enchanting 
Poems brought the older Bards, himself did them justice, — and among 
the rest especially valued Pope, just that Author whom his own admii'crs 
particularly despised, — so tegner also in the most solemn terms protested 
against the efforts of the Phosphor ists to degrade our older Poets, — 
and especially Leopold, whose serious verse rivals Pope's in depth, — 
and whose more playful muse, although She never composed so charming 
a Song as 'The Rape of the Lock,* has notwithstanding surpassed the 
English Satirist in a flow of light lively Voltaire-resembling wit. 

At the commencement of 1812, tegner, during a visit in Stock- 
holm, made the personal acquaintance of Leopold, Rosenstein and other 
Members of the Swedish Academy. Already had he gained their admira- 
tion; he now added also their most faithful friendship and esteem. 

Besides the Phosphoristic Coterie, which could in some respects be 
compared with 'The Poets of the Lake* in England, and among whom 
Wordsworth may be considered as having some resemblance in depth of 
thought and feeling to Atterbom, there arose one other Literary Union 
under the name of 'Gcither* (the Goths). Their object was the knowledge 
and employment of the Ancient Northern Myth and Saga in the Fine 



• 'Karfankel-poesie,' a term borrowed from the German, might not inappro- 
priately be paraphrased by 'Namby-pamby gUramer-and-glitter School.' G, S. 
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of TEGNBR as Poet; nor indeed docs it necessarily belong to the task he 
has chosen. But the opinion of that Bard himself as to the causes of his 
own popularity must doubly tend to excite our attention, as characteris- 
tic both of his Muse and of Himself. — I hasten therefore to insert his 
own observations on this subject: -~ 

"The Swede, like the Frenchman, prefers in Poetry the light, the 
clear and tlie transparent. The profound, indeed, he demands and values 
also; but it must be a depth that is pellucid. He wishes that he may see 
the gold-sands at the bottom of the wave. "Whatever is dark and muddy, 
so that it cannot give him any distinct image — let it be as far-fetched 
as it may — he cannot suffer. He believes that 

The* obscurely utter *d is the* obscurely thought, * 

and clearness is a necessary condition for whatever shall produce any 
effect upon him. In this he differs widely from the Grcrman, who in con- 
sequence of his contemplative nature not only suffers but even prefers 
the mystical and the nebulous, in which be loves to foresee something 
deeply thought He has more "Gremiith'* and gloomy seriousness than the 
Swede, who is more superficial and more frivolous. This is the source 
of those Mystical feelings and Hemorrhoidal sensations (Hemorrhoidal- 
kunningarne) in the Grcrman Poetry, for which we have no taste. 

<'As regards the Spirit itself and the views of the world in the 
Poet's own breast, — we love best the life-enjoying, the fresh, the bold, 
yes — even the overdaring! 

* From the remarkable, a58 Hoes long, 'Epilog vid Magister-PromotiooeD i 
Lund 1820.' The \vhole passage is as follows: I. l56 — 161. 
**I Febi verld , i yetande som dikt, 
Ar alltiog klart , klart strSIar Febi sol, 
Klar Tar bans kalla , den Kastaliska. 
Hvad da ej klart kan saga, ret da ejj 
Med taoken ordet fods pft roaDoeos lappar: 
Det daakelt sagda ar det daakelt tankta." 

In Phocbos' world, in knowledge as in Song, 

All, all is clear! Clear shines Apollo's Sun, 

Clear was his Fountain, that of Castaly; 

Thou kno\7St not what thoa canst not clearly say : 

Man's lips give birth to thoughts and words together, 

Tlie' obscurely utter'd is the' obscuiely thought. O. S. 
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"This is also true of the Swedish National Character. However 
weakened, frivolous, or degenerate the People may be, — a Viking-vein 
still lies at the bottom of the National Temperament, and willingly will 
we recognize it also in the fiard. The race of Fornjotcr * is not yet 
extinguished. Something Titanic and full of deGancc runs through the 
People like a national feature. 

Northland's Strength defies, and never 

Deatli can Conquest from us sever; 

For, e'en should we fall at last. 

Life in Battle's sport was past 

Roars the Storm — how willing dare wc 

Wrestling beard him! Willing bare wc. 

Thunder mocking, hairy breast — 

There his arm can strike us best ! * * 
"Tlic proper natural image of the Northern disposition is, a cold and 
clear but fresh winter-day which steels and braces all the energies of man 
to contend against and to conquer a hard climate and unwilling soil. 
Wherever this clear breeze is found, wherever this fresh spirit blows, — 
the Nation recognizes its own inward Life, and for its sake pardons other 
poetic faults. — I know no Ijctter explanation." 

All whom tegnlr's works have made acquainted with his noble 
genius know however another explanation, together with the above, which 
is undoubtedly both correctly and ingeniously thought out, and has a 
great effect not only upon his Swedish popularity but also upon his Eu- 
ropean fame. But notwithstanding all that is Northern in the spirit and 
in the subject of his productions, his Poeti^ has all the richness and 
luxurious Beauty of the South. Indeed as respects his fresh bright colour- 
ing, and the ever-springing wealth of his thoughts and images, — he may 
be compared to the verdant crown of an Orange-tree, whose strong and 
pure-beaming green is adorned with full-ripe fruit side by side with the 
newly-opened blossom! 

* The fouoder or representative of tbe nborigioal Giant (MouotaiDeer) occupants 

of old ScandinaTia. G, S, 
** **Norden8 kraft ar trots, och falla Stormar det, ban geroa brottas 

&r en seger for ois alia; Emot stormen, gerna blottns 

Ty, om ock man full till slat, Ludct brost, att fiskan mft 

Fick man andA kiiropa ut. V«:ta hvar Lou bust kau slS." 

Gcrda, Stanza 1. 
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APPENDIX. 



Frithiof and its Literature. 



The Grst complcat Edition of Frithiof^s Sagaj by Bishop Tegner, 
appeared in Stockholm, in 1825. The 2nd Edition was published in the 
same year; Ihc 3rd in 1827; the 4th in 1828; the 5th in 1831, and the 
6th will be published shortly. Every Edition has been 2 or 3,000 strong, 
so that from 12 to 15,000 copies must have been distributed. 
I. Translations : 

A. — Compleat, 

German. 1. Ludolf Schlej- , Upsala 1826. — Reprinted in Vienna, 1827. 

2. Amalie von Helwig, gebornc Freyinn von ImhoiT; Stuttgart, 

1826; — 2nd Edition, 1832. 

3. Gottlieb Mohnike, Stralsund, 1826; — 2nd Ed. 1830; — 3rd 

Ed. Leipzig, 1836. 

4. E. J. Maxtrhoff; Berlin, 1835. 

Danish. 5. H. Foss, Bergen, 1826. — 2nd Ed. Christiania, 1827. 

a /. />. Miller^ KjObenhavn, i&^G: In this Translation, 'Rings 
Drapa* is from the pen of Finn Magnussen, 

7. A. E. Boye^ Kjobenhavn, 1838. 
French. 8. M:IU R, du Paget, Paris, 1838. — This Translation is in Prose. 
English. 9. Rev, Wm, Strong , London and Leipsig, 1833. 

10. Anonymous, several hands (JST. G., W, E, F,, and /?. C.) 
Paris and London, 1835. 

11. /?. G, Lathmanj M. A. London, 1838. 

12. G. S,j Stockholm and London, 1^39. 

B. — Partial. (In Periodicals, Reviews etc.) 

1. K. Lappcj in Prose, in Wiener Zeitschrift fur Kunst, Lilte- 

ratur und Theater. 

2. C A. talent iner, in Originalien aus dem Gebicte dcr Wahr- 
heit, Kunst, Laune und Phantasie. Jahrg. 1832. No. 29. 

3. fTilh, V, Souhr, in Das Morgenblatt, No. 149 — 151. 

4. Herman v. Pommer Ephe, in Sundine, 1834. 

5. /. /. AmpSre, 'Ingeborgs Klagan* (Lament). Sec Littcrarische 

Blatter dcr Borsenhalle, ia32. 



XXXII 

6. Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, Feb. 1828. 

7. Foreign Quarterly Review; No. V. Sept 1828. 

8. Prof, Longfellow ^ North American Review, Boston and New- 

York, No. 96. July 1837. 

II. Musical Accompaniments. 

1. Tolf Sanger ur Frithiofs Saga , af i&. Cniitf/Zy Stockholm, 1826. 
— Republished in Lcipsig, 1827. 

2. Sanger ur Frithiofs Sa^Si &£ Crusell j arrangeradcffirGuiUuTc, 
af Hildebrand; 4 Parts. 

3. Tre Siinger ur Frithiofs Saga, af (Grcfvinnan Hedda Wranr 

gel, Stockholm, 1828. 

4. Singer ur Frithiofs Saga, satlc i Musik af P. C. Boman, 
Stockholm, 182a 

5. Fyra Singer ur Frithiofs Saga, componeradc af Adolf Sand- 
ler g. Stockholm 1829. 

6. Tre S&nger lu- Frithiofs Saga , sattc i Musik af S. M. Zan- 
ders. Stockholm, 1830. 

7. Schwedische Lieder aus Axel und Frithiof , in Musik gcsetzt 

von Caroline Ridderstolpe. Stockholm, 1829. 

8. Vikinga-Balk (XV Gcsang aus Frithiofs Sage) von Joseph 
Panny. Mainz, Paris, Antwerpen, 1822. 

9. Drey Lieder aus dcr Frithiofs Sage, von F. Silcher. Tubin- 
gen, 18.36. 

10. XII Songs to Frithiofs Saga (4 unchanged from Cruscll) 
in the English Translation by G, S. 

m. Engravings. 

1. Baron H. Hamiltons Tjugufyra Teckningar till Frithiofs Sa- 

ga, 4 Parts. Stockholm, 1828. 

2. Framnas och Balesti'and, Frithiofs och Ingeborgs hem, m5- 

ladc af C J. FahlcrantZj lithografieradc af M. J. Ankar- 
svard. Stockholm, 1828. 

3. Holmhergssons XXIV (unsuccessful) Teckningar. In Ihe 5th 
Edition. Stockholm, 1831. 

4. II Lithographs in Strong's Translation, (from Mohnike.) 

5. XVI Original topographical and Antiquarian Engravings on 
Stone, in the last English Translation (by G. S.) 



DESCRIPTION 



OF 



I ng eh orgs Arm-Ring, 



BY 



BROR EM. HILDEBRAND. 



DESCRIPTION 

or 



BY 



BROR EM. HILDEBRAiro, 

Royal Antiquariaa clc. etc. of Sweden. 



Translated from the Original Swedish. 



vVur Poet, abandoniug Ihc simple words of the ancient Saga, haa described 
this precious Jewel, in his Ilird Canto, in terms perfectly agreeing with 
the spirit of antiquity. It is founded on one of the Chaunts in the Elder 
or Poetic Edda, Grimnismal, Grimner's Song, in whose description of 
the XII Castles or Dwellings of the Gods it has been not unreasonably 
supposed, that we find an allegorical representation of the knowledge 
possessed by the olden North respecting the Zodiac, and the Sun's annual 
course through its XII Constellations, called by the Scald Sun-houses. 
Those who are not acquainted with the above-mentioned Eddaic Chaunt, 
will perhaps find acceptable a short statement of its contents, so far as 
our present subject is concerned , together with a few explanatory remarks 
upon the whole. 

In Gothaland ruled a King, Gcjrud by name, who made away with 
his brother, and thereby succeeded to the government after his father. — 
Mow there came up to his court an unknown man who called himself 
Grimner, and who would give no farther information respecting who he 
was, although he was questioned thereupon. Tlie King had been warned, 
by FuUa the messenger of Frigga, to guard against a man versed in magic 
arts who had lately come into that land. The description given of him 
agreed with Grimner's person, and Gcjrod, disregarding the laws of 
hospitality, commanded the stranger lo he set between two fires, that he 

41 
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might he comiM.'llcd to give up his real Dame. Grimncr accordingly was 
lorliJi'od in this manner during VIII nights, and the Are had already 
iMrgiJii to take hohl upon his cloak, without any one appearing to have 
pity on him. Then came Agnar forward, the son of Gcjrod, and now 
ten yciirs old. His father's cruelty he liked not, and reached the suiferer 
a Horn full of liquor, that he might refresh himself. Grimner, who was 
evrntually found to he no other than Odcn himself, thanked the young 
I'rinre hy chauuting to him a Song which received the name of Grim nis- 
mal .(iriuincr'H Song") from his adopted ap|)ellation, and which is one of 
the uioHt rcmarkahle among all the mythical fragments to be found in 
the Kdda. — After having descrihed his torture, from the continually 
incrcaHiug heat, he praises Agnar for the compassion he had showed, and 
proniiMrM that he shall oue day be sole Lord over all the district of 
(jrfilhatand. 

\\v then rhaunts the XH Residences of the Gods, as follows: 
I. v-ri.u.ni (Uain-vallies, or Hunting -vallies) where Ullcr had 
ruuncd hin Halt to Ik* huilt. Ullcr, a son ofSif and the step-son of Thor, 
WU1 tin- G«»d of wiiitn-. Beautiful he was to look upon, and so skilled in 
tin* hmg-how and in skaiting, that no one could be compared to him. 
ll||ri\ (>Hille auHwrrs to the Sign of the Archer in the Zodiac, and from 
thii dull' — ahoiil the 2lHt November — the old Scandinavians reckoned 
thr ('(Mnnicncciucnl of the winter or the year. 

H. ai.niiiMK Jlome or World of the Light-Fairies) was the dwelling 
of IVry. TliiN he hud got , in the beginning of time, on cutting his first 
Idolh ^»oni tiiudgafva, at tanr^e\ Frey, the son of Niord, was one of 
the ehiefoil among the Gods; he was called the wise^ and ruled over 
i>tiu and Niuishine; to him, therefore, olfercd they for good harvests. 
AlllHiinr aiisvverH to the Zodiacal sign Gipricorn, from the 20th of Dec. 
In the 'M\\ of January. The Yule-Feast, v^hich occurs within this period, 
waN pro|K>rly ronscrratcd to him. 

111. VAi.N.tRrai.r ^ Vale's in-air-hovcring palace) was a splendid and 
hdly Cii'ttle, with a roof of shining silver, which Vale in the dawn of 
ttnir hud M'hrted an his dwelling. He was the son of Odin (heaven) and 
Hindu (the hard-fro/.rn earth) and was a symlwl of the victory of light 
ovtT d;nkne»!«. His month, in consequence of this, was called ZiV^^eri 
^Lurifel•, liiglil-luartr> and festivals were held to celebrate the increasing 
duyli; l»l- l'*"' C'.utholir Frstum cantfe/arum ;Kyndclsmessa , Candlemas, 
1,1, ': had thus ils source in hoathrnism, although Christianity gave it 
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auolher incaiiiiig. Valaskjalf answers to the Sign of the Watcr-Bcarcr , 
(about from the 20 Jan. to the 19th of February). 

IV. SOCKVABECK.R (the deep-strcamiDg beck) over which were alway 
breaking the cold billows of the sea, was inhabited by Saga, the Goddess 
of History, whom Odin daily visited, drinking with her mead from out 
a golden bowl. The Myth seems lo relate to the ascent of the Sun from 
the billows of the sea , which now begin to be loosened from their icy 
chains. Suckvabcckr, accordingly, answers to the Sign of the Fishes, 
from about the 19lh of Feb. to the 21st of March. 

V. GLAosHEiMR (the Homc of Gladness , or light) was the fifth Castle. 
Within its circuit stood the magnificent and gold-adorned Valhall , whose 
halls were covered with lances and hung with shields, and whose benches 
were ovei*drawn with coats of mail. A wolf stands bound by the door 
towards the west, and an eagle hovers over the entrance. There sitteth 
Hropter (one of Odin*s many names) selecting for himself those who have 
fallen in battle. Gladsheimr answers to the Sign of the Ram — from 
about the 21st of March to April 20 — during which time commenced 
the naval expeditions. 

VI. {)RYMHEiMR (the Thuudcr-homc) was inhabited by the Giaut 
ThiassBj who was killed by Thor as he flew, in the shajHi of an eagle, 
to Asgard that he might recover Idun. Assisted by Loke*s cunning, he 
had once before carried her off; but Loke had taken her back again at the 
command of the Gods. Thiassc*s dauglitcr, Skadi j came armed to Asgard , 
to revenge her father's death; she however permitted herself to be appeased, 
and became the spouse of Niord. With him she should have lived in 
Koatun, by the sea-side; but she couUl not bear the screaming of the 
sea-fowl, only remained there 3 nights at once, and then retired to 
^rjrmheiinr her father's mountain-hold, to hunt and slide on scate-shoes. 
Hei*e she remained for 9 nights, returned thereupon to her husband, and 
in this manner continued to change her abode, ^rymheimr answers to 
the Sign of the Bull, — from the 20th of April to the 21st of May — 
when the transition commences from spring to summer. 

VII. BREiDABLiK. (thc Wide-shimmcring) was the Home of Balder, 
where nothing unclean could enter. The Myth of Balder, the Type of 
all that is fair and noble, and his fall by blind Hudcr's arrow and by 
Loke's cunning, (darkness it is which overcomes the light) is too well 
known for it to be necessary lo repeat it here. It is the glory of the 
Mythology of the North, and no heathen people lias anything uioic 
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beautiful to jircscuL us. Brcidablik answers to the Sign of the Twins, 
from May 21 to June 21, when the Sun reaches its zenith in the heavens, 
till at last, on entering the next celestial Sign, it again begins its 
downward course in the firmament. 

VIII. niMuiBioRG (Heaven-hill) stood at the end of heaven, where 
Heimdal, the Warder of Ihe Gods, lived to guard their Bridge Bifrost 
(the Rainbow), so that the Giants should not pass over it. So sharp- 
sighted is he, that he can sec hundreds of miles round about him; his 
hearing is so fine, that he hears the grass grow on the ground, and the 
wool on the back of the sheep. When Muspel's sons, the giant-monsters, 
advance to the final contest (RagnarOk) bloweth he in his Trumpet (Gjallar- 
horn), the sound of which is heard all ihe world about, to give warning 
to the Gods and summon them to arm for the battle. His Castle 
answers to the Zodiacal Sign of the Crab — from the 21st of June to 
the 23rd of July — when the sun begins to return from its highest 
point in the heavens. 

IX. F^LKvaircR (Folk-steppe, plain of the Peoples) is inhabited by 
Freya, the daughter of Niord and Spouse of Oder. She was the Venus 
of the Northern mythology , and receives in her halls the one half of 
the heroes who fall in battle, Odin receiving the other half. Folkvdng 
answereth to the Constellation the Lion — from July 23rd to August 
23rd — the dog-days, when the greatest heat rages. 

X. GLiTMR (Bright-gleaming) was the tenth Castle, whose silver 
roof was supported by pillars of gold. Here dwelled ForsetCj a son of 
Balder and Nanna, and the most righteous among Gods and Men, he 
from whose Doom-seal all disputants return reconciled. His Castle answers 
to the Sign of the Virgin (from the 23rd of August to the 24th of 
September) a period which ends with the Autumnal Equinox, when both 
day and night are equal, and the Sun advances into the Sign of the 
Scales. The Northern Autumn-Ting was held in this month. 

XI. NdATUN (the blameless Niord's Home) stood on the sea-shore. 
Niord was of the race of the Vaner, but was given as a hostage to the 
Asar, and afterward was adopted among them. He was the God of the 
air and the water, and on this account sacrifices wci-e oficrcd him for 
good fortune on the sea. From these sacrifices, this month was formerly 
called Blot' or oficr-mouth. Noatun answers to the Sign of the Scales 
— from the '.iUh of Sept. to the 22nd of October. 
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XII. LANOviDi (the widc-st retched DIslrict) was a great plain, over- 
growu with grass and underwood. There dwelled Vidar, the son of Oden, 
and the silent God. Next to Thor he is the strongest among the Asar, 
and at the destruction of the world shall slay the Fenris-wolf, after it 
has been the bane of Oden, his Father. It answers to the Sign of the 
Scorpion in the Zodiac — from the 22nd of Oct. to the 22nd of Nov , 
and was the last month of the year, according to the computation of 
the old North. 



After Grimner has thus sung the XII Castles of the Deities, or 
the twelve celestial Signs, he proceeds to other subjects in the Mythology 
of the North, and finishes with an anathema against King Gt:jrOd for 
his cruel crime. — But when the king observed that it was Odin himself, 
his own fosterfather, whom he had tormented, he springeth hastily up to 
fi*ec the God from his bands; therewith, however, he stumbles, and falleth 
dead upon the point of his own Sword. Odin then disappeared , and 
Agnar became long king in that land. 



More detailed explanations of these XII Houses of the Gods, and of 
their astronomical signification, will be found in the Danish Translation 
of the Elder Edda, Copenhagen, 1821—1823; in the "Edda-larc ," Co- 
penhagen 1824 — 1826; and in the Mythological Lexicon to the Eddas, 
appended to the 3rd volume of "Edda Saemundar bins Finkla," Copen- 
hagen, 1828: all these three works are by the learned Professor Finn 
Magnussen. Compare also MonCj "Greschichtc des Heidenthums in nordl. 
Europa," Vol. I, pp. 387 etc. Leipzig und Darmstadt, 1822. Ling^ 
"Eddornas Sin nebi Ids-Lara," Stockholm, 1819; Geijer^ "Svea Rikcs Hiif- 
der,*' Upsnla, 1825, pp. 347 etc.; and Studachj "Samunds Edda dcs 
Weisen," 1st. Abth. Nilrnberg, 1829, pp. 75 etc. 



Besides the above Edda-chaunt, many othei* proofs might be advanced 
of the knowledge respecting the path of the Sun through the Zodiac, 
possessed by the ancient Scandinavians. We may instance the XII names 
of Odin, which seem to refer - to the same astronomical fact; and the 
express testimony of Jordancs to the learning of the Gothic priests. He 
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al the same time separately distlDguishes their knowledge of tlic XII 
Zodiacal Signs, and of the course of the planets through them etc. 

To this day we meet, among the common people in Sweden, in- 
stances of a familiar acquaintance with many astronomical Constellations. 
This seems to have been perpetuated from the earliest times; and according 
to Jordancs the Goths knew and named 346 stars. With this knowledge 
the Swedish Peasant even now helps himself forward in many districts,, 
so as to reckon the course of the Hours, to determine his farming oper- 
ations, and to find his way over the sea. From the very oldest times, 
the Northman had his own Perpetual-Calendar, carved with Runes and 
other marks, commonly upon a flat board or upon a stick or staff. It 
was therefore usually called Kuue-Stafi* or Prim-Staff, from the word 
Prints which means the same as what in Catholic Calendars is called 
the Golden Letter. We sometimes find employed for this purpose thin 
slips or leaves of wood or bone, and more lately parchment-leaves which 
folded up like a book. Not seldom these marks were inscribed upon 
weapons, tools, furniture and ornaments, — for instance on the lance- 
staff, axe-shad and slight boxes etc. 

Such Rune-Calendars or Rune-staves are preserved in great numbers 
in the Public Collections of the three Noiihern kingdoms, and are often 
enough found in the possession of private individuals, even among the 
common people, — and their general use only slowly began to give way 
at the commencement of the 17th century, in consequence of the supplies 
furnished of the Annual Almanachs. 

Although we do not know of the existence of any Rune-Staff which 
can certainly be asserted to have belonged to the days of heathenism , 
we may yet from the use of Runes in reckoning time , and from several 
of the tokens occurring among the oldest of them, as well as from other 
reasons, — conclude that the use of the Rune-calendar was known in 
the North before Christianity and its computus ecclesiasticus were in- 
troduced among us. — As this is a circumstance altogether peculiar to the 
Northern nations, the Translator imagined he should confer much pleasure 
on such readers of this Saga as are not Scandinavians, by communicating 
the Drawing of a Rune-Calendar designed by the late Royal Antiquarian, 
Professor J. G. Liljegren, — such as we might imagine it was engraved 
on iNGEBORG*s A&M-RiKG. — In ordcr to make its use more clearly under- 
stood, and in consequence, as we have before remarked, of there Iteing 
no heathen rune-staff remaining to be employed for the purpose. Professor 
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Liljcgrcn believed he might Tcnlurc an anachronism — by adorning Ihis 
ancient ornament with a rune-calendar of more modern form, and some 
of whose signs refer to the saints and feasts of the Christian faith. 



The construction of the Rune-Calendar was simple, but perfectly- 
suited for the purpose. It was divided according to the XII months of 
the year. In order to mark out the days of the week, were employed 
the 7 Orst runes in the Alphabet: — f (answering to our F and called 
Frej), VJ (U— i/r)^ {> (the English TR — Thorn), + or fc (0 — 0*), 
R (R — Reder)j }/ (K — K6n)j and ^ (R — Hagel) — one for every day 
in the week. These runes are repeated in the same order, for all the 365 
days in the year, in the same manner as A, B, C, D, £, F, G, arc 
employed for the same purpose in the Christian Calendars of the middle 
ages and even of later times. Consequently when one knew on what 
day the year began, it necessarily followed that the rune tf marked out 
the same day of the week all the year through. That rune which dis- 
tinguished the Sunday was called Sondags-runa (^Sunday -rune) or Sondags- 
bokstaf {Sunday-letter) — the litera dominicalis of the Roman Eccle- 
siastical Calendar. — Evei'y fourth year, or in what are called Leap- 
Ycars , on the 24th of February there was inserted a day which was not 
marked on the Rune-StafT, (skotldag — dies bissextilis j intercalary day)^ 
from which it followed that in Leap- Years there were two Sunday-runes, 
the first of which was counted up to the 24th of February, after which 
the rune immediately preceding became the Sunday-rune till the end of 
the year. As these changes of the days of the week are renewed every 
2S years, such a period of 28 years was called a Sun-circle or Solar- 
cycle; and, by a particular method of calculation, one could at any time 
find the Sunday-rune for any particular year. — See "Liljegi'cns Rune- 
lUra," Stockholm, 1832, p. 196. 

Under the above-mentioned line of runes for the days of the week, 
the Runc-slafF has another rune-row, consisting of 19 runes or signs: — 
^, n, K +. R, K, *, I (vis), \ (A-^r). h iS^Sol), 1^ (T 
— Tyr), B {^ — Birkal), V (L — Lager) y Y (M^Mader), ^ (d when 
a vowel, R when a consonant — Or or Stupmader), T (AL — Almaga), 
rK (Tvcmaga or Tvimader), Q {Belgthor) y — caWcdi PrimoiPrimstavesj 
answering to the 19 cyphers or so-called Golden numbers of the Church- 
calendar, pointing out the periodical changes or revolutions of the Moon, 
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which after the lapse of 19 years fall upon the same days again. The 
method of finding the Prim or Golden Number, consisted in a simple 
calculation, which may be seen in the work of Liljegren quoted aboTe, 
page 198. 

For the several annual Feasts occurring on certain deGnitc days 
every year , there were placed over the line of runes for the days of the 
week, certain signs reminding of the feasts themselves. For instance, at 
Yule (Christmas) there was a child in swaddling-clothes; on New- Year's 
day, a Knife (Circumcision); on Twelfth-Day a Star; on the Days of 
the Virgin Mary, a Crown etc. What are called the Moveable Feasts, 
such as the Chief days in Lent, Pentecost etc. were governed by Easter- 
day which took place differently for different years — just as the Advent- 
Sundays depended upon Christmas day — for which reason these feasts 
could not be marked on the rune-staff. 

But besides all these, we have other Signs also occurring on the 
Rune-staff which relate to the changes of the Seasons or of vegetation 
and other similar natural circumstances, or to the labours and occupa- 
tions belonging to the different periods of the year etc. — Professor 
Liljegren has placed a number of these tokens on his drawing of Ingeborg's 
Armring; although, in order to give the whole a more symmetrical ap- 
pearance, they could not be stationed exactly over the particular days 
to which they belonged. 

We now proceed to the explanation of this Design. 



Along the upper part are the present usual names of the months, 
and beneath these the XII Signs of the Zodiac, such as they are com- 
monly represented, placed within an arabesque composed by the Designer 
of twisting ornaments and fantastical figures in the antique northern 
style. The four small vignettes on the upper space give us images of the 
scenery of the north, during the different seasons of the year. In Fe- 
bruary we sec a cottage and some fir-trces covered with snow, while the 
sun can scarcely lift itself above the ice-bridged sea. In May the in- 
spiring Spring-sun is shining over a bay, which is shaded by leafy trees; 
along the coast a boat is sailing forward. In August we see the corn-harvest , 
the hot dog-days now fierce raging. In November we have again a more 
than half-stripped landscape, the rays of the sun being hardly able to 
penetrate the down-streaming showers of rain. 
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Lowest along the drawing arc given the ancient names of the 
Months: — I^PlRI (I>uri, Thorrc, Thor*8 month); FTll (Gui,G6je-month}i 
BMf^l (Blidhi, mild month); Pi tRHt (Varant, also called Aslar-month 
after a Goddess of this name); ^Ri'lKli (Hraisi, Jom*ney- month); 
BhriYhtRI (Blumstri, Flower-month); HRYRI (Sumri, Summer- 
month); ii'MPR (Antidhr, Harvest-time); *4niitl (Hausti, Autumn- 
month); Bhntl (Bluti, Offering or Home-killing month); PlIil^RI 
(Vintri, Winter-month); ♦IRM (Hiuli, Yule-month); which has some- 
times been called K^^KI (Glugi, Window-holc-month), cither because 
the window (glugg) of the sun seemed as it were closed, or because of 
the intercalation here of those days which exceed the 360 or XII mouths , 
reckoning 30 days to every month. 

Above the ancient names of the months, the waxing and waning of 
the Moon — during its circle of 28 days and nights — is exhibited by light 
and shade. At the same time a figure is inserted referring to the name 
of every month , or to those expeditions which belonged to the same , etc. 
— 1. An ancient Doom-Seat, consisting of a flat stone resting upon three 
stump-like blocks, as a mark of the Winter-Ting; together with two 
Drinking-horns, which refer to the still continuing Yule-feast 2. A holy 
Ring, referring to the Disar-Sacrifice. 3. An Egg; hens lay at this time. 
4. A Serpent, awakened from its winter-trance. 5. A Doom-Seat for the 
Summer-Ting; also a Stork, which bird removes about this time to 
Southern Sweden. 6. A Milk-pail, in consequence of this being the 
time when the cattle are led to pasture in distant grass-lands and meadows 
in the woods. 7. A Flower, under the high-beaming midsummer-sun, 
(the summer-solstice). 8. A ray-darting Sun, marking the heat during 
the dog-days. 9. A Doom-seat for the Autumn-Ting; and a Bec-hivc, 
betokening the time for collecting the honey of the bee, which was so 
necessary in the preparation of mead — the favourite drink of the North- 
man. 10. An Ox and a slaughtering-Axe; the time for killing meat. 
it. A Goose, referring to St Martin*8 feast 12. A Wheel, the sun's 
tropic, winter-solstice; together with a dormer-light or window, referring 
to what has before been said regarding the Yule-month. 

Above this line is the row of runes for the days of the week, 
answering to the cyphers under the lower edge of the arabesques. Between 
these two lines we find a part of the signs occurring on the Rune-Stafl*, 
and the object of which has been described above. Their signification is 
as follows: — ^ 



XL II 

1. i. Two Dii'iKins-harnt . crosseil ; /Jan. V.. Tlic Ni:w-Ycar's 
f<-;nt mill the continuing Ynle-FcsliTilics, vtlicii the DrJiiliiiig-liDrns , filled 
will) ale and moail, went incessantly around Ihc lioard. 

2. A rising San; (aamc dale;. The coinmonring year, with 
llic increasing day-light. 

U. H. A Star; (Jan. G). Twclnh-Day, or the feast of llic 3 Kings , 
when Ihc Sl.ir slopped over the manger of the Saviour in Bethlthem. 

4. A Drinking Horn, (»amc d.); the still continuing Yule- 
fcstivilJcs. 

III. 5. A Down-turned Born,- (Jan. 1.1). The 19lh Yulc-day, 
Canute's day, when the Yule-Fettivities were regarded as emlcd, accord- 
ing to the old Provcrh; 

"Tjugonde dags Knut Knut's nineteenth day 

Kur Julcn ut." Drives Yule away. 

IV. G. A IVkip; (same datc\ Scfors to ihc driving out of Yule. 
7. A Flail} (Jan. 14\ The lime for llic farmer again lo com- 
mence his lahours. 

,; fi. A Doom-Stone, (Jan. 19'; Ihc Winl«r-Ting. 

V. 9. A Fishing-Xrt, (Jan. 25^; Ihe time for winler-nshing with 
a net under Ihc ice, — ' what is called the ice-net. 

VI. 10. A Torch, (Fcb.2;; Can die- mas-day, iftstum caniltlarum). 
It also refers to a more ancient hcallicn Feast, to celebrate the inci'casing 
day-tight, as has l>ccn remarked before. 

11. A Biowing-horn, IBldthorn.) (Frh. 3'; St. Blasiiii' day, 
probably referring lo llic name Blaiius , which the ignorant might have 
supposed connected with the word blowing, blasa. It is also regarded as 
conneclod willi the htaiti and slurms wliich occur about this time, for 
which Tcnsoii BliimHssodagtn (the mass of St. Blasius), was regarded by 
the ancients as utiforlunate. 

VII. 12. A Pair of Pincert. (Feb. C); St. Dorothea's day, thi» 
taint having been pinchci) with red-hot tongs. It sometimes bclongi to 
the 9th of February, St. Apollonie's day, in consequence of the teeth oE 
this Saint having been pulled out with similar pincers. 

la A Shoe-sote, (Feb. lO); St. ScoUatica's day. IV Rgure 
seema to refer to the name of the Saint, which in the language of the 
Northman wu easily corrupted lo Shoe-sole (jiatu/n). 

VIII. 14. A Carptnler't axt^ (Feb. 15); pointing ont the tine 
moil luilable for felling trcts for building-limber. 



XLIII 

IX. 15. A Stone J (Feb. 24); Mathias' day, the lime for the com- 
mencement of the breaking-up of the ice, — according to an old saw, 
"Matts kastar Iieta sten i sjon" Mathias casts hot stones into the lake. 
This refers to the very natural circumstance that tlic ice first begins to 
melt around stones which stick up out of the watei*. 

X. IG. A beaming Sunj (March 1); reminding us of the beautiful 
sun-shiny days which usually set in about March. Instead of the Sun, 
we often see on some rune-staves the head of an old man with a long 
beard: this refers to the same fact, according to an old Proverb: — 

''^Mars med silt langa skligg March, whose beard so long doth fall, 

Lockar barnen utom vagg.*' Tempts the bairns to leave the wall. 

XI. 17, 18. An Arm and a Leg (the latter improperly engraved — 

March 7); St. Perpetua*s day. She was thrown to wild beasts and torn 

by them in pieces. 

XII. 19. A Tree without leaves, (March 12); the time when the 
tender buds of trees begin to swell. 

XIII. 20. A Plough J (March 21); reminding us that all farming- 
implements should now be put in order. 

XIV. 21. A Bishop's Copej (April 1); the day of the Bishop, 
St. Hugo. 

XV. 22. A Boat under sailj (same date)j the water is now open 
for sea-voyages. 

XVI. 23. A Tree in leaf, (April 14); the shooting of the leaf. 
Tiburtius* day; it is also called Sumar or Sommarnatt (Summer-night); 
because it was from this day that the beginning of summer was formerly 
reckoned. 

XVII. 24. A Shield, (Apnl 20); St. Victor's day. 

25. A Spear, (April 23); St. Goran's (George's) day, referring 
to the spear with which he slew the Dragon. 

26. A Flag, (same date, and sometimes the 2nd of May); the 
commencement of the Viking-expeditions ; also , the processions of later 
Catholic times. 

XVIII. 27. A Bird in a tree, (April 25); the arrival of the Cuckoo. 

XIX. 28. A Bird lying on an egg, (1st of May); Laying or 
hatching-time, when all birding was forbidden. 

XX. 29. A Swallow flying upwards, (May 3}; the time when this 
bird arrives. The Swallow enjoys a kind of sanctity , from its love for 
the abodes of man; and respecting this bird the Swc<lisli Peasantry still 
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XLIV 

believe that it never removes, but lies in a winter-trance at the bottom 
of the water , till the warmth of spring tempts her up again. 

XXI. 30. A Bream, (Maj 31); the breeding-time of this sort 
of flsh. 

XXII. 31. An Ear of corn, (May 18, according to others Maj 
25); the time when the winter-rye begins to shoot into car. The latter 
day is often represented by some flowers. 

,32. A Pitch-fork, (May 25, according to others June 12); the 
season for manuring the ground, when this implement was employed. 

XXIII. 33. A Gimlet or Borer, (June 3); the period proper for all 
sorts of repairs and joiners* work, before the hay-making begins. 

34. A Milk-pail J (properly the 31st of May); milking for what 
was called May-butter; — the time when the cattle were driven for 
pasturage and milking to the woods. 

XXIV. 35. A young Bird, (June 5); the time when the young 
of forest-birds begin to fly. 

36. A Fishing-rod J (June 8); Fisbing-<lays. 

XXV. 37. A Turnip, (June 17); St. Bololfs day (the old Turnip- 
man) when turnips began to be sown. 

XXVI. 38. The Midsummer-pole , or as it is usually called the 
May-pole, (June 24); the day before, or Midsummer-Eve, the young 
people assemble to raise a high pole, adorned with leaves flowers and 
ribbands etc., around which they afterwards dance the whole night 
through in the open air. 

XXVII. 39. -^ ^ttrtcA q/'/7ower J ^ (June 29); the time for collecting 
flowers and plants, for medical or mngical purposes. 

XXVIII. 40. A Bundle of leaves , (July 2); the leaf-plucking time, 
when leaf-branches are collected and tied in sheaves, to be dried and 
kept as winler-fother for the sheep. 

XXIX. 41. ^ »Sc^f Ac ^ (July 8); the commencement of the hay-harvest 

XXX. 42, 43. A Hajr-rake and the outline of a Barn, (July 15); 
Hay-Making. In distant meadows small Barns are erected, where the 
dried hay is deposited and kept till the winter, when it is much easier 
to transport it home over the frozen lakes and rivers. 

XXXI. 44. A Net, (day uncertain); Fishing-time. 

XXXII. 45. An Acorn, (July 25); the time when the oak begins 
to set its fruit 

46. A Corn-crook J (July 29); St Olofsday. As the past year's 



XLV 

slock of grain and other articles of provision begins to run short about 
this time, many a one now complains of Olsmassekroken , the Crook of 
Olof 's Mass. 

XXXIII. 47. A Flail J (Aug. 10); the grain of the new crops is 
now thrashed. 

XXXIV. 48. A Harrow J (Aug. 15); the season for preparing tlic 
ground to receive the autumn-seed. 

XXXV. 49. A Hop'plant, climbing round a pole, (Aug. 24); the 
hop-season, for ale-brewing. 

50. A Sword J (Aug. 29); the day when St. John the Baptist 
was beheaded; it is also represented by a separated head lying on a charger. 

XXXVI. 51, 52. The Sun and a Crutch, (same d.); the decline 
of the sun or the day-light. 

XXXVII. 53. A Fruit'bashetj (Sept. 8) ; fruit is ripe now in the gardens. 
XXX Vni. 54. A Swallow flying downward, (Sept 14); the time 

for Swallows to commence their departure; or, according to the popular 
idea, for them to sink to the bottom of the sea, to pass their winter-trance. 

XXXIX. 55. A Boot, (Sep. 22); the rainy-season, when more 
protecting covering is necessary for the feet. 

XL. 56. A Level, (29 Sept.); the autumn Equinox. We commonly 
find a pair of scales, to denote the market-time in certain districts. 

XLI. 57. A Fish, (Oct. 4); the sea autumn-Bshing. 

XLII. 58. A fVool-Card , (Oct. 7); time for beginning to spin wool. 

XLIII. 59. A leafless Tree, (Oct. 14); the fall of the leaf; Ca- 
lixtus* day. Is also called "VVinter-night, the ancients reckoning the 
beginning of winter from this day. 

XLIV. 60. A Bow and Arrow , (Oct. 21); the day of the eleven 
thousand Virgins, who, according to the Legend, were shot to death 
with arrows. This day is also mai'ked by a rollcd-up banner, to denote 
the end of the military expeditions for the year. 

XLV. 61. A Boat turned upside down, (Nov. 1); the close of 
the Viking-expeditions for the year, and other voyages. 

XLVL 62. Fowls flying, (Nov. 3); the departure of birds of 
passage (especially the Swan) from the north. 

XLVII. 63. A Goose, (Nov. 11); Martin's day. To the proper 
celebration of the feast the preceding evening, (for anniversary feasts 
commonly belong to the vigils or eve hefove each high day), belongs in 
almost all the Swedish pi'ovinccs — a roasted goose. 



XLVni. C*. A HoiifihiM, CNov. 19); a warning lo shoe Uic 
horKs carefully, thst they may not slip on the ice or on the unooth 

65. T\vo Snow-shots, (Mov. 23); Ihc lime for seating on snow- 
ihocs, and for hunting game by tracking them OTcr the »now- (The day 
is alao marked by a Bow). 

XLIX. 66. A large Shoe, (day uncertain); it i> now needful lo 
provide the feet with Ijcttcr eoveriiig agaiust the winter-cold; it may also 
refci' lo the Myth respecting Vidar, who is aaid to have worn an cnorm- 
oas shoe. 

L. 67. A Sledge. (Dec. 4); Sledging. 

L!. 68. A Drinhing-can, (Dec. 9); time for brewing the Yulcalc. 

Lll. G9. A Wheel, the Winter solstice. 

Ttt Two Fir-Treet, (Dee. 20); The old Yule. It was formerly 
customary, and is still so in many districts, to place two Fir or Pine 
Ircci on YuIe-Evc at the entrance of the house. It is still a part «f the 
Children's Yule-sports, that a small pine Ircc, full of candles fruit and 
ornaments, shall be set on llicir table. 



The RuQc-Slufr has gradually undergone many changes, in consequence 
of attcmpis having been made partly to arrange it after the New Style, 
and partly to male it more accordant with more modern reckonings. Its 
use was commonly known up lo the commencement of the 16th Century, 
but was siipplnnled by degrees, as has been already observed, by the aunoal 
and therefore more convenient Almanacks. Notwithslandiqgthis, familiarity 
with ils signs was long regarded as so impoi'tant that Ring Karl XI, by 
a Royal Letter dated July 5. 1664, issued at the request of the College of 
Antiquities, ordered — that all such persona as exhibited Ihc grcaictt 
skill in carving Rnne-stavcs and instructing the common people in their 
use, thus persuading Ihcui again lo adopt tliem in general, should enjoy 
freedom from all payments or taxes lo his Majesty and Ihc Ci'own, — 
They arc now preserved as mere antiquarian curiosities and, with the 
eicoplion perhaps of some distant province where the peasantry may still 
be capable of undersla tiding them, — their explanation bai fallen within 
the limits of Antiquarian Research. 
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^agatitt af 



Efft Saga of 
JFvitffiof ttft Uoirt. 



c^Ufercn anb t^tiv beat^* 

^^li Saga begins a« forromS, — Sing »clc goDcrncb 
©yflna»fylfe^ in JOforwayj ^t ^ah t^rcc d&ilbrcnj -Jclfjc 
xt>a& i'a firf! fon, ^alf&an fti^ fcconb/ anb (>i« t^irb *ilb 
xoaS 3n(jcborfl/ a baug{)tcr. Sfngeborc waS fair to loof 
upon, anb of great unber jianbing , anb wai rccFoneb ftrf! anb 
befl among t^t ropal offfpring* Z^ext, mil of tf)t fxit^f ihetd)^ 
eb t^t firanb/ anb thereupon floob a conjtbcrabfe oiKagc catteb 
35aI6er'« 6ciQt, xo%txt xocA a ©ancf uarp anb a great SEempte , 
^ebgeb rounb about wit^ a loftp pfanf^orf. ^crc were manp 
©obf, but 23 at bet xocA tbe mofi r;onoureb among tbem aV\ 
anb fo jcaIou8 xotxt t^ofe ^eat^en men, ti^at t^ep i^ab forbibben 
anp ^arm being bone tberc to either man or beajl, nor coulb a 
mafe ^aoe anp conoerfe xoxii) a woman. %t Syrflranb wa8 
tbe bireaing of tbe Sing, hnt on t^e ot{)cr ftbe t^e prt^ waS a 
linage callcb Scamni^, w^crc lm\i tt^at man {)ig^t (C^orflcn 
t^e fon of 10 it in Qf anb l&iS oiffagc lap oppojite t^c rcftbence of 
tbc Sing* If^orflcn'i fpoufe bore bim a fon catteb Srit|^iof, 



xo^o wcA t^t t(ittt\l anb firongef} of mtn, anb/ from (id oerp 
9ont^, toai ocrfcb in att manner of erptoitS; ^crcbp got ^t t^t 
name Sritf^iof t^e »oI6/ anb toaS fo f)avp\) in ^i6 frienb* 
t^t aU men wi^eb l^im tocff. 

SE^c ^ing'a d^ilbren were fliff poung^w^en t^eir mother bicb, 
Sn Sogn liucb an {jonouraMe gjeoman, caffeb ^xlbinQi it 
aflFcb to fojlcr up t^e baitg^ter of tt)e ^ing, anb ff^e toa^ brought 
up bp l^im weff anb carcfuDfp/ anb wa^ ^ig^t Sfngcborff t^t 
Saiv. Sritf^lof alfo tt^a6 receioeb a« fof?cr4irb bp^ilfeln^ 
t^e SJeomaU/ anb Sfngeborg wa^ therefore {)ia foiler^fier/ 
anb t^ep tm furpa^cb all ot^cr c^ilbren. Slow ^ing »clc'« 
ric^ea began to mcrt awap from f)i^ ^anb6, for ^e tt)a;reb olb* 
I^orflen ^ab t1)e guarbiang^ip of tbe t^irb part of r;ig realm/ 
anb t^i6 xoa^ a great t^rengt^ to t^e ^ing, on t^at ftbe w^erc 
If^orflen Uoeb. C^orflcn receioeb t^e ^ing a« ^i« gucfl/ 
anb fea|]eb r;im rig^t cofffp cocrp t^irb pear j but t&e,ffing receioeb 
anb fcajleb Z^ovHen ti)e oti)cx pcar^, ^elge, »cle'« fon, 
foon became a great facripcer to 1)15 ©ob«j I;e anb ^16 brother 
were but littfe frienb:ffortunatc. Z^ov]}tn ^ab a f^iP nameb 
Kllibar wf)\^ tt?a6 rowcb bp XV men on ead^ ftbej ^igf^s 
bultt?arfeb anb benbeb mere ite^ jlem anb t^crn, firongfp wa6 It 
built fife an oceamf^ip «"), anb it6 ftbeg were llrengt^eneb witO 
iron, ©ud^mag Srit^lofS jlrcngtf; tr;at be roweb t^e two oar6 
at &lliba'$ f?em: ead^ oar wa^ XIII m long, anb ot^erwife 
requireb two men to puK it. Srit^iof fecmcb to emf all t^ 
ot^er poung men of f;i6 time, anb t^e jling'a fonS enoieb ^im 
t^at ^e got more renown tf)an tbcp. A'ing 23ele now fell ftdf, 
anb, a6 f;i3 flrcngt^ faifeb f;im more anb more, f)e fummoncb 
ft 13 fon5 to ftim anb faib: 'Xi)i^ ftcfne^ wiff be to mp beatft; 3 
prap pou therefore eocr to ftaoe t(je fame frienbS aS 3 ftaoc ftab, 

"3 2)ccfcb ^cffeC. 



for pe fttm to me to require tf)c ^e(p of hoti fatf^et anb fon / 
(C6orflcn anb Stif^lof/ in nwrb anb in bccb* 21 aSarroro 
fftaff pc raife over mc/ »cle t^m cxplreb. Stfter e^i5 I^or« 
fl en alfo fen ficF, anb fpofc tf)i\6 to Svit^iof f)i^ fon: *Sn;ig, 
nip fon, 3 beg of e^ce, t^at t^ou benbefl t^p bigpojttion to t^t 
of tOe fons of t^c ^ing, for t^i6 belongs to t^eir bonour anb 
bignitp; fliff/ 3 fnoit) in mp minb t^at t^ou arfo wift be ab* 
Danccb. a Sarrow f^aft t^ou builb me, oppoftte t^e cairn of 
Aing :»etCf on t\)i^ ftbe t1)c fxit^ bomn bp tf)e fea, for tl)cre 
can n?e bcjl ()0lb counfcl mtl) eacb ot^cr on tibingg from afar/ 
S r i t ^ 1 P« fofler4>ret{)ren were big^t 35jornanb2I6mun&; 
great men were t^ep anb tlrong. ST titrtc after, If^orflen affo 
bieb, anb {liS Sarrow waS raifeb ooer bim aS ^e (;ab faib/ but 
Srlt^iof toof ii& tmb anb preciou3 goobS after ^im. 



dJfap* II. 

Stttl^iof fuedto ^n^ehvt^i t^e fifler- oftf>e»rotf>er«* 

Jfott) Svit^iof became t^e mojl rcnowneb of men, anb in 
all manlp e;rercifcS anb warlife e;rpfoit6 ^e bore bim weff. 
25j6rn, l&id fojIer::brot{>er , regarbcb f;e t^c moflj %imnnb 
ferocb t{)em bot(i, Zf^e f^ip eil ifea, t^e mojl precious tbing, 
^e ^eireb after {)i6 father, anb anotf)ef Daluabfe, an 9(rmring, 
ro^ofe life wa^ not founb in Uoxway. ®o generous a d^ief 
wa6 Svitf^iof, tf)at mo\i men faib ^e roa^ no wap inferior 
in honour to t()e two brotberS tbemfelt)eg, c;rcept in fingtp birt^. 
gor t^it caufe t{)e ^ing'g fong ^ab feub anb enmitp wit& 
Sritf^fof, ^ig&tp refenting t^at ^e f^oulb be caffeb a greater 
man t^an t()ep, beftbeS w^id^ tbep fuSpecteb t\)at Sfngcborff 
anb S r i t ^^ i f ^ab an affection for cad& otber. ?flow it came 
to paf t^at t^t Jting*5 (Sond ^ab to feef t^e ^oSpitalitp of 5rf< 



Tgoi 

rotio loaS t^e tatleil nub (hrongeft of men, onb, from l)\9 ■- 

9ontf), rvai tierfeb in flllt manner of erproitS; ^mfip got f »i^J^^ 
mtme Sritl^iof t^e :&olb, anb tvfl6 fo ^aiw in ^ig f tfMji 

tfiat all men roiSticb ^im njert. — — 

SHje king's i^tlbren mere jliU i)oun3,ro^en t^eir mctljei 
3n Sogn lioeb an honourable S^eoman, caffeb ^iiBitti 
flffeb to foper up f&e baiigbl" of tOe ^'"9' anb f()e n)rtS fci^ 
up b\} (>im njell anb carefuf/p, anb roa6 (jig^t iJnflcborff ^^j^;^, 
Soir. Srit^lof (ilfo nifl6 receioeb a6 fofIcr=$irb 69 ^ilfclnff 
t&e SJeomnii, anb 3nge&org roaS tfjerefore ^ia fo|lersfiper, 
anb f&ep (tuo fitrpafeb aU ot^er d&ilbreii, 9toro ^ing Sele'fJ 
ritJeS began to me(t awa^ from f)iS EinnbS, for (je roajreb olb. 
Cforfien ^ab tf}e girnrbianS&ip of l^e t^irb part of^iS realm, 
anb tt>i6 roaS a great itrcngtfi to t|)e ^ing, on t&af fibe ro^cre 
Iljorffen liDCb. I^orfien receioeb t()e ^ing n8 fii8 gW'P' 
onb featleb fjim rigfif coilfp eocry t^irb pear; But t^e fling receiDeb 
onb fenflcb Ifiocfien t()e otljer pearS. ^elge, »clc'« foil, 
foon became a great facrificer to fiiS (JtobSj Oe tmb tii6 fcrot^er 
were but littfe frienb=forfiinflte. I^jovflcn &ab a f^ip nameb 
Klliba, ml)i^ maS roireb bp XV men on eac^ fibej tiigf)< 
bulrt'arfeb anb benbeb irere itS Hem anb |7ern, flronglp waS it 
buift life an oceamHiip "), anb it6 fibe6 were (Trengfbeneb niitfi 
iron, ©uc&njaS Scit^lopS (Irengtb tfjat be roireb t1}t tmo oax$ 
at JElUfca'S tiem: ta<!f) oar xoaB XIII ettS tong, anb otjierroife 
requircb two men to ptill it. grit^iof feemeb to ej-cet aCl t(w 
otfier ponng men of ^iB time, anb tbe iling'S fon6 eni>ieb ^im 
tbat f)t got more renown tban tftep. fling »elc noro feC fitf, 
anb, a8 ^i3 ftrcngtb faileb bini more anb more, f}e fummoneb 
|)i6 fonS fo ^im anb faib: 'Z1)i6 firfneg win be to mp beatb; 3 
jsroy pOH tbrrefbre eper to fiaoc tfje fame frienbS n3 3 (jflpe dab. 



for pe feem to me to require t^e ^tlp of tott> father anb fon , 
Itorflcn anb Srlf^lof/ in worb anb in bceb. a 25arron) 
fftaff pc raife oocr me/ »elc t()cn ctt^ircb. STftcr t^i6 (Cf^or* 
fl en alfo feff ficf, anb fpofe t^ug to Svitfjiof {)i3 fon: '2r;ig, 
ntp fon/ S beg of t^cc, t1)at t^oix bcnbcfl t^p biapojttion to t^at 
of tOe fong of t^e ^ing, for t^i6 belongg to tf>nr Oonour anb 
bignitpj jliff, 3 fnon) in mp minb ti)at tf)on ai(o tvilt be ab^ 
oanccb. a Harrow if)aU tf)on builb me, oppoftte t^e cairn of 
^ing »elef on t^iB ftbc t^e fritf; bott)n bp t^c fea, for t(;ere 
can we bcfl {)otb counfcf witf) cad) ot^ex on tibinga from afar.' 
S r i t f? 1 f « fojTcr4>rctf;ren were f;igf;t 35j6rnanb2t^mun&; 
great men were t^ep anb tTrong. Sr little after/ I ^ or ft en affo 
bieb/ anb ^i5 Sarron) wa^ raifeb ooer f;im a6 ^e I;ab faib/ but 
Sritf^lof toof ^18 fanb anb precious goob6 after ^im. 



d^ap. II. 

^ntl^tpf fue«to ^n^ehot^p tf^e ftfier- of t^easrotf^er*. 

Jtott) Sviff^iof became t^e mofi renowneb of men, anb in 
aff manip e;i*ercifeS anb warlife erpfoitS ^e bore ^im xvett. 
23 j 6 rn ; ()i6 foiTer^brot^er / regarbeb f;e t^e mojl j 2t g m u n 6 
feroeb t()em hot^. Zf)e f^ip iEIIlfea; t^e mofl preciouS t&ing, 
f)e ^eireb after ^16 father, anb another oafuabte, an Slrmring, 
ro^ofe life waS not founb in XXovvoay. ®o generous a d&ief 
waS Srlt^iof/ tf)at mo]! men faib ^e waS no map inferior 
in honour to tf)e two brotr;erS t^emfefoeS, e;rcept in fingfp hixtf). 
gor t^iS caufe t{)t king's fonS ^ab fcub anb enmitp wit{> 
Svltf^lof, i&igOfp refenting tM ^^ f^itb be caKeb a greater 
man t^an t^ep, beftbeS w^ic^ tr;ep fuSpecteb tf)at TingehovQ 
anb S r i t f> i f ^ab an affection for eac^ ott)tx. 9low it came 
to paf t?iat tfte Jling'S @onS {)ab to feef tt)t {loSpitafitp of Sri* 
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tfjiof/ tbtit ttibutatpr At Stamn&6, mi, accorbing Co Ifii 
citfbnt/ ^t fenfleb t^em aU more magniflcentlv t^an tficp 
^ab been accu&omeb to. 3ii0e6orfr siaS nlfo ti/tre, anb 
(fllfeb ioi(^ Sfit^iof Io"9- 'S^EK't ©o[b=3iing of pourS/ faib 
tfie 5:ing'3 boiEg^ter (o ^itn, 'tS beautiful.' *5teu fop (nie/ 
re»>rieb Srit^iof. Sifter tliiS, ffie SSrot&ert jcurnieb fwrnCf 
fliib ttieir enop agalnfi Stit^iof iDoi'Cb greater anb flrcater. 
©fiorttp after , great Eicacineg of Ijearf feiseb Srit^flofj 33j5);ii> 
gig fo|7ers6rDtgerf que|lioiicb ^im t^ caufe f^ereof^ anb {u anftvereb 
^im, '3 am miiibeb to ajf for Dngcborfl, for t^ougf) in 
bignitp ^ am not equal to ger brotfjerS, pet ii mp ))i»Der« 
metl)inF8, not leg.' 'Set ii« bo fo,' faib :&j5rn, anb t^n 
roent Srif^iof, witb bicerg of bi& foCCoiner^, to meet t^ 
»rDt[ter6. Xf)e ^ingg fat on t^eir fatt)er'S seorroiu. Stit^Iof 
IVoFe rigljt meil, at lafi abuancing i)iS reqitefl, to obtain t^ ^anb 
of 3ngcliov0 ((leir fiOer. Z^c ^ingS anftoereb ^im/ '3t W 
not, inbeeb/ irifclp foug^it of tt}ee, t^at roe fgoiilb gioe &er to a 
mnn not fining of finglp Ijtoob; ire nora fullp biSmi^ tbp fuit.' 
*a;t)en/' fnib Srit|iiof/ HB mp erranb foon finifjteb; but 
remember/ on t^c otf;er ^anb, t^at ^ ttiiOf never giw pou ^p, 
tfiougf) poii map xoed require it.' S:{iep replicb, *t&ep ft)outb never 
care for t&ot.' Srit^lof tben menbeb bome again/ anb &i8 
glabnep of minb rcturncb unto fjim. 



ctjftp. in. 

Sing Snitifl'd mar^beftance againfl tfie fond of f&tlt. 

JVins maS a Jting fjigbf nibo nileb owr Slngorlfc/ a iJort 
of tlOTiDay. ^t waS a rit^ anb migbtp jttng, anb of ffxA 
prefence , tbougfi notv obvanteb in pearS. 3:^ue fiwfe ^ (o f)i4 



men; *3 hwt founb t^at t^t @on« of 33clc t^e Alng &at>e 
bpfcn tt^eir frienbft^Jp roit^ Sritf^iof, a ^{ef rcnowncb abouc 
an ott^ert. Slow 3 mill fcnb mepengcrS to t^cfc Stin^B , w^o f ^aff 
offier t^em fud^ conbUionS; tM t^^P ff^<ilir fubmtt to mp authority 
anb pap me tribute/ or t\)({t 2 wiH come xo\i\) a great armp 
againfl t^em, 9lor xoxU t\)\i be bifftcutt to bo, for neither \)a\>t 
t^ep forced armeb againfi mtp nor ^aoe t^ep flirt anb n)i6bom/ 
onb it n>otdb be a great glorp to me in mp olb age t^ni t^ 
fubbue il^tm to mp l^anb/ J^ereupon roent mcfcngcrS to t^t 
brot^ersfingS anb t\)\xi f>»fe: «Jfing Hinfj fenba unto pou t^iS 
mefage/ t&at pc fjatt fenb tribute unto ^im, or ti^at \)t xoxU 
ratmge anb lap n?af?e pour Fingbom.* SE^cp anfwercb/ 't^cp woulb 
not/ in t^eir poung bap6/ learn ti^at ro\)\^ t^cp woulb netjer 
fnow w^en otb, t\)at t^ep f^oulb f^amefuDfp bo ^im fcroicc: rot 
wiff non) afcmWe all t^e warriors we can/ SE^iS wag bone* 
JBut w^en t&ep fan> tW t^cir fig^ting^men were hnt ftxo, t^ep 
fent ^ilbinff/ ^i« fbfferfat^er, to Srltf^lof; praping ^im 
to come to tje l^elp of ti^e prince«. Srit^lofwa6 fitting at 
6^ef wl&en Silbing^ coming in, t\)\xi f^oFe: 'Cur Jling* 
fenb anb falute ti)tt, anb prap ti^at t^ou woulbcf! go up to t^eir 
^elp to hckttU againfl ^ing TMrxQ, w^o wiir Diolcntrp anb 
unjufKp ami t^eir UnW firltf^lof anfwereb I;im not one 
worb, but faib to 35j6rn, wit& w^om {)e waS plaping — 
«2;^ere xi now a fquare, foflerbrot^cr / between t()e piecc6, anb 
ii^at pou cannot d^angej but 2 wiH d^oofc tl^e reb/ anb fee if 
it can e«cape*" SUbiriQ t^tn fpofe again, '^n t^iS manner 
Aing 6^1 6 1 prapeb me to abbre^ t^ce, Sritf^iof, tM 
t^u Hioulbefi go in t(iid eitpebition, or H^at a terrible fatef^ou(b 
bcfal tdce xol^txi t(ie JBrotJer* retumeb therefrom/ 35j6rn now 
crieb out# ^ere \i a bouble game ^ere, fofier^brot^er , anb 
t Jcre arc two tt)ap0 of plaptng it.* ^ r • ^ * ^ f faib , «2n ti^ai 
cafe 3 woulb aM)ife tbf-' t> Siring » - ^ . battle ; t^ere 
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mop tfien roiffingrp te a boubte plop for me.* Sto otjer Finb of 
fentence got ^iI6iit(j (o ^iS erranb, 6u( beparteb ^afitlp Barf 
(igoiit (0 meet tffe fiingS, tinb tolb t^em Srit^lof* anfmer. 
Z^e\} qiicfiioneb ^jibing xo^at mcdning ^e mig^t brtiro from 
Scit!)iof« mm^ 6llbins r«ib. 'Men &e ft»fe of t^e 
fquare behueen (lie pieces, (ic miift (inoe bren anjriouS for belflp 
in ti)iS ej-pebifion mitf) pou; btit tc^cn ^e rooulb pat ^%S ^avb 
to tfie fair S&efspieee, fee miifl Oo»e (ftoufl^t of 3titteborji 
pour Per, gutirb onb root^ &er t&erefore nwH anb roifdp; t^en 
rotten 2 ((ircQfetieb |)im roit^ pour fierce reuenge, »j6rn rts 
flflrbeb it aS a boubte pinp, but Scit(?Iof faib t^ot t^e ^ing 
f^oulb firfi 6e BrotigEit to action, nnb tfint ftwfe ^e of Sing 
Xing." JE()en preparcb t&ep for battle, hut prfl caufeb 3n« 
flcborg togetficr roitb Viii of ^er bamfeK to be remoucb to 
»itt&ec*iJ<^flgc, Taping t^at Srit^iof rooiilb not be raf^ 
enough to go anb meet ^er t&ere , for t^at no one bareb proftmt 
tJiat <Sanctnarp. Z^e two SSrat^cxS t^en mari^eb foiUbmarb^ to 
3a6or/ anb fonnb ^ing Ring in Sofncsfounb. SHJ^at 
mofl enrageb t(tat prince roaS, t^at tjje SBrot^erS fiab faib <t^ 
mere afbameb of fighting roit^ a man fo olb, tt)at fie conib not 
get on frarfebatf roitfiout fome fietp.' 



(C&ap. IV. 

^titftiof goetf to ^albet'^S^a^t. 

®o foon as tbe .fiingS were gone, foof Sritttiof upon &im 
^ie mofl prectoii0 bref , anb placeb ^ii ©olb^giing ti}e @oob upon 
(til ^anb. ^en t^c foflerbrot^erS went bomn to t^e feofibe, anb 
brew fbrt^ eillbo. »j6rn faib, *n)bitber f^off xoe now ^tb 



««/ fojlcrbrot^cr ?• *J£o aSalfecr'Ss^agc/ anfwcrcb Sri* 
tf^iof, ^to hH wit^ 3n0cbor0.* 'St 16 not wctt bone/ 
faib 23j5rn; 'to bran) bown t^e anger of t^c ©ob6 upon ui.* 
^Z^at ft)att now be trieb;' returneb Sritfjiof, *but, ()Ott?ct)er, 
3 »alue 3n(jcboT0'« faDor more t^an asalfeev'^.' Sifter 
t^M/ t{>ep roroeb ooer t^e frit{i/ anb went up to »alber'«* 
^aflC; anb into 3ngcborg'« Corner, ©^c fat t(»erc wit& 
l^cr VIII poung maibg, anb VIII were t^ofe alfo w^o f)ah now 
come t^it^er; anb all toa6 ()nng about wit^ pearW, anb tapcjirieb 
wit^ curiow^tp^woi^en clot^. nngebore t^cn fioob up anb 
falb, 'SB^p art tl)on fo bolb, Svitf^iof, a6 to come f)it1)ev 
againff tf;e will of mp fBxotf)cx^, anb bringing bown t^e wrat^ 
of t^e ®ob6 upon ti)ctV Sri t ^lof anfwcrcb, '^owcoer t^at 
map be/ jliH 3 ^^'"^ wt^^^ tf;p foi?e tf;an t^e rage oft()c®oba!' 
3n0cborg faib, ^X1)on f^alt be wctcome, anb att tr;p men 
wit^ t^ee/ anb t^en mabe @^e room for ^im to fit bp ber fibe, 
anb branf to ^im in tbe finef? wine; anb fo fat tf;ep tbere, 
jejling merrilp together. Z^m faw ^nQthovQ tbe beautiful 
Sling upon bi^ b^^b, anb quefiioneb bim wbetbcr tbe jewel toai 
bia own? Sritplof faib it waS, anb tbcn praifeb fbe it 
eitceebinglp. '3 wiff/ faib xSrltf^lof, 'gioe ti)ce tf)i^ SRing, 
if tbou bofi promife neDer to part tberewitb/ but wilt fcnb it to 
me tof)m tbou wi(t feep it no longer; anb witb it mUwt pligbt 
our trotb witb cacb otber.' ®o were tbep bctrotbcb ; changing 
3iinga togetbcr. Sri.tf^iof wa^ often bp nigbt in »al&cr'«< 
idQCf anb bctoof bitufcff tbitber eacb bap alfo, to iofe witb 
3ngcborg^ 
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9(fter ti)\^, \)t xotxit on boarb JCIIiba/ anb faUeb mi along 
Soflnhffitf^. — Slow n?r;en Srit^lof \)oX> gone from ^\i 
^ome^ranb, Jting rfalffean fpofc t^n6 to iJelgc ^15 brother: 
♦2J( u(^ more energy woiUb it f^ow on our ftbe , If S r 1 1 f? i o f 
fiijfereb fomc puni6f;ment for ()i6 crime; n>c will therefore burn 
\)\f> Diriage, anb raife fud^ a florm againf? ^im anb Jia men, 
tOat tOep f()aff neoer profpcr.' rfelgc faib, it f&oufb fo be. 
2;()ep tficn burneb up all t{>c inffage at Si'anindg ^ anb pfum 
bereb aff ()ig property. Sifter t^i^, i\)t\) fent foir troomitc^eg/ 
iJclbc anb ^^amglamu/ anb gaoe t^em prefent^ ttjdt t^ep 
ff;oufb fcnb fud^ a I;orribfc tempefj againil Sritf^lof anb l&i« 
foffowere?, ti^at t^ep ff;oufb all periS^ in t\)t fea. SE^c ^agS 
accorbingfy practifcb all t^eir witd&craft , anb went up to a ^igj 
place ^'^ mi\) many imprecation^ anb incantation^* 



(El^ap. VI. 

grit^pf « «;:pc&ltion to t^t ©rfncy«. 

Jtow wr;en ijvitf^iof anb ^i6 men ^ab feft Sogtiisfrlt^ 
bel;inb tr;em, tl;erc arofe a great llorm anb a mighty minb/ fo 
t^at t{>e waDe6 to^eb crceebingfy anb t^e f{>ipwa6 brit)cn Diofenttp 
along, for it wa^ unrabcn anb a (igf^t fwift<ailing u$tU ^\i 
fong tf;en dpauntcb Sritf;lof: 

'aj?y werr^calf b ff;ip from Sogni 
Seatly 3 (et fail forwarbj 
©oresmourning, maibeng fat 
'SKib »al&cr'« 2;empre::grooe6. 

*) SB&cn rt»ttd&e4 f^pulb fp«c inoftcricd or imprecate cur^'** 

enemies f a tofti) Bitting^ptace roa^ coiiAnictcD of «», 

polefiton tDttb mant) mat^icnf ceremonies. 
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U founb in att tf)e SRort^^Sanb. ^extaftev ftnget^ Svitf^iof 
tf>ui : 

*gor faU wa\>ei nought fee wc, 

^crc falling far wcflwarb; 

mite, life to af^c^, 

^ea\>e^ 4gir afar! 

Siffowg , f^riir^oimbing , 

Stt)amfli0f>f« taU &ig()Ipj 

*aRib cocrsfiercc wat)C^cbbic6 

eili&a i« {nirrb!» 

Slow t^ep fi^ippcb a great fca, fo t^t et>erp man jloob 
fajl«bailing. S r i t f> I o f fang t^i6 fong : 
*@ea6 pfebge me merrifp ! 
Safiwarb, t()cp'a mourn — f^oulb 3 
©inf 'mib ®tt)ambrcafcr« — * 
SB^erc f^eeta lap w^itcsbleadping/ 

'Zf)inte\l tbou, t^en/ faib »j6rn, Hl)at tbefe Sogn* 
maibcnji woulb let manp tear6 faH after t^ee?' SDoubtte^ tf;cp 
wonlb, 3 trom/ anfwereb Sritf^iof. aSut tf^e fea^jlrcama 
now fwept fo, tf;at t^ep j>oureb^in life unto torrents* M fioob 
fafl/ f)oxoc\)cv, for t^cir f^ip wa6 goob, anb rigf^t ^arbp were 
tbc men on boarb ^tx. Xf)en quob 23j6rn t1)i\^: 

*®ure neoer all ooer 

SIPibon) fo pfebg'b f)cx fooer; 

®ure net>er hxiQf)t bribe can 

Sib t^ee fo to Jper ftbe, man! 

93rine mp epne bxcn^c^, 

®alt:fburn nougbt quend&caj 

3Kp big brawmarm rub6 meanfp 

gpcsliba biting fo feenlp!' 
2Iimun6 obfert)eb: *no great b<^rm ia tf)cre in pour arma 
being trieb a little, for pou b^b no mercp on ua w^o lap rubbing 
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mb in att tf)e 9?ort^*Sanb. Z1)cxeafter ftnget^ Svitf>iof 



«gor fart tt)a\)ca nought fee it»c, 



^ere falling far weflwarb; 
mite, life to afM^ 
J^caoea Agir afar! 
Siffowg , fr;ria*founbing , 
Sn>amfIi0f)f« tafe ^ig^fp} 
'SRib coer^fierce maoe^ebbie^ 
«ni&a i« ()iirrb!» 

Kow tf)e\) f^ippeb a great fea/ fo tHt eoerp man jloob 
ailing. Svit^iof fang t&ig fong : 

*@ea6 plebge nte nterrllp ! 

Safiwarb, t()ep'a mourn — f^oulb 3 

©inf 'mib ©wan^^breafer^ — ' 

S!B(;ere f^eete tap nj^itc^blead&ing/ 

''Zi)inhil t^on, t^en/ faib »j6rn, HHt t^efe Sofln* 
ene5 woulb let manp tear6 faff after tf)ceV 'Soubtfe^ tf;cp 
), 3 trom,' anfwereb Sritf^lof^ SBut tf)c fcasjireama 
fwept fo, tf;at t()ep poureb^in life unto torrents. 3rrr fioob 
^omcDcr, for t^cir f^ip n>a6 goob/ anb rigf)t ()arbp mere 
len on boarb ^cr. X^en quob 23j6rn tM: 

*©ure ncDcr aU ot)cr 

afl^ibow fo pfebg'b ^cr Tooer; 

®ure ncDer brig()t bribe can 

asib t^ee fo to Spex ftbc, man! 

93rine mp epne brencfieS/ 

©aft^burn nought qucnd&ciJj 

2Kp big braromarm rub6 meanfp 

epc^Iibg biting fo feenlp!' 
2Igmun& obferueb: *no great f)axm i6 tf;ere in pour arm« 
I tricb a little, for pou ^ab no mercp on u^ wfyo lap rubbing 



16 
onr etieS fo ^ef)^ai^iT1g(t) , ri^at time vet formerly f!iwt> vip fo 

fait Sritltiof- '^^f'*'* ^t>^^ ""' ^ (tivaiKiiig* fap* 3fgmunb/ 
atib beginnetf) tfiiS fong : 

'S^flry faiCing it iraS ^ere, 

3:f)e ihip, — feaS fore kflling; 

a*^ one man 'gainjl eigdt/ 3 

Cm boarb dab to nvrf. 

Si) tfte K>omen'^ bottwr (reaffajl 

9?ore 3 more (6arm*b/ tlwit 

Klllba f)tn iaUlns 

'SWib (lifld (wrrib nwocS !' 
^Edou boii not fav teg about tbp (lelP/ t^on '* i*'; *>"* 
Pwr* Srit^iof fmiling, 'but pet fbou iwnteii feeablong inio 
t^ race of t^raflS, ix't'cn tbou n?cu(tiT perforce labour in t^ 
fih^n*.' View rofe ibe jlorm once more, fo t^at tbe fierce fhonx 
mountain^ to^'i^ brcfe tint baf^tb en aU ftbeS againii llje fdip, 
feemcb to aU n?t<o irert on boarb rather (o lifen great roct^ onb 
enormoud diif^ tban common n^aoeg. XtKn queb Stitfriof: 

'Sat 3 cartlef on cuf^iond 

^n Sal&er'^ cod temple, 

Za tie Sin^'i baugf>ter boirbtle^ 

I'are 3 teO lubat 3 fnoiu; 

Ran'* raoifbing fecubeb 

ftigttt quid 3 >ircenb noipj 

Silt 3ng'bor8>/ fome otjiet 

gonb fuitor foon tafe^!' 

Z)idrn faib, 'Sore forrow b«>* «« Ww at banb, fofier* 

bmber» anb bc^patr HH tbou in tbv n:vi^; tbi^ id but in 

bone in fo gocb a btro!' 'Seitber/ atifbjeretb Srit^iof. 'i* 

it from bt^ir nor inm formv tbat ^ bare j^fen of our o(& 

pteafaunt 
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lAtafamt d&aunccij it mop mtt he, txul^, tHt t^ep were of tenet 
mctttioncb t^an roaa rtccbcbj but mo]l men mnlb t^inf t^emfeft^e^ 
furer of ieat^ t^an life, if t^cp were fo fyaxb come ae^ roe. 
Stiff toill 3 anfroer t^ec fomem()at.' Xf)cn d^aunteb t^e : 

*®o fortune H^ fai>or*b — 

(geats^ t^oii can)T not boafi of) 

Z^at 'mong eig^t welcoming ()anbmaib6 

SB^itc 3n0'bov0 3 Jvoo'b. 

3n »al6cr'« courts dg)ang'b we 

e^oa'b Srrm^ingg togetf;erj — 

SB^ere t^en, prap, roa6 XJlgli 

-5a If ban's i'anb'g mtd)fnl (BfivltT 

•Sffie muf! be content/ faib »jorn/ 'ivit^ tr;at rof^u-^ ()a« 

Bccm' Sli^cn brofe fud^ a fea over t^cm/ tf;at t^e cfampS fprang 

onb tH two fleets were thrown (oofe, anb IV men mere finicf 

ODcrboarb, all of ro^om petif^eb in ti)e fca. Zi)en d&aunteb 

Srlt^iof tM: 

•JE^c fail^f^eeta bot^ burfl, 

•aKib t^e big^wetting biaoroS ; 

©main* four/ too, fanf bomn 

3n t^c bottomfep fea: 
'Wtetf)inU nom/ fait^ Srltf^lof; H^at fome among our 
men miK I;aoe to journep bomn to Kan a, anb me fl)aU loot 
but poor amb«fabor6 mben me come tf)it(;er, unfcfJ me l^ofb 
omfehei fife men, rig^t jloutlp. ©oerp foul of u5 ff^oulb 
therefore, 3 counfef, ^aue fome golb about f;im/ 2;f;cn r;cmeb 
it afunber t^e Sling ^e f;ab got from TSnQthovQp bioibeb 
it among ^'a men, anb quob t()t$ fong: 

^Zf}e goob Siing tf)e reb, m^icf; 
dalfban'e; rid^ fatl^ex 
Cmn'b, miff me f;cm — ere 

3 



Sglv embrflW ii*. — 
©tioiitb roe giiciT m^tte mmt^ bortfe, 
©learning golb f fjaK brig&t fijarfte ; 
£otrn 'mib Xana'fi beep «D 
^firing (J^iefS U fiiits wtUl' 

»j5vii r«ib, '9Io( fo certrtiii i8 f^iS , pet i8 not aff Jopc 
gone.' a:t>en fonnb Stit^iof, ioU\) t^e reft, t^at tf>i f&ip ^ab 
brioeti xnrv far onmorb; but notljing fnero l(jei) of f^e conrfe 
f^cy faiteb, for fo t()idfp biirf finb it groroti en (iff fibe3 rounb 
nboiit t(wm, t^at tt/tv eoiilb not fee from iitm to flern of t^ 
pe^d/ — befibeS t&e temye]} onb roBing of (fie fea, togctfier roit^ 
pionjsfieef, fro|l, anb a tremcnbouS colb. Zi)en roeni Svlt^iof 
up on to ttie mafi, anb fo foon aS f^e came boron t^u6 ftwfe to 
(tie fofforoerS: 'iWany n?onbcrfiit ffgfifg fjnoe 3 feenj a grfat 
iBbalt Int) iiroiinb f^e ffiip, anb 3 fiifpcct ii'e miifl ^au come 
tienr fo feme lonb &crenboiitS, hit ti)at f}e ro'iU bar u6 from t&e 
conR. ^bctieuciiotlljiit J?iiig ^elge Benrct^ n8 anp frienbf^ip, 
nor tial() (le fcnt ui anij fricnbtp mcpaae. SJjbo women fee 3 on 
t^t baet of l^at 3Qf)aIc; t^ep it 16 ro^o, rolt^ ttieir roor)1 ftpeOi 
anb MarfcO roit^craft, caufe ttiiS (torrible ^eab.|lorm. Sloro roitt 
roe trp rotjet&cr our fortune or f^eir incontntionS avail t^t mo(? ; 
fleer \)e rig^t onroarb aS before; myfelf, iritf) a bart=club, roiO 
briiifc t^efc eoil bcraon?.' Zt)cn fang f}c ((jis fong: 

'Sffieirb roifdjeS fee 3 , 
JEiro, on t|)e roaBc t&ere; — 
rielflc fjaS fent tt)cm, 
.gvif&er to meet nS: 
£[Iiba f^air f^op a* 
Eunber i' f&' mibbcft 
Xt}tix biirf?, — ere o'er biBoipS 
S^oiinbS fde right onii'arb.' 
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JBut, a8 it li reratcb, t^i8quantpforrowcbt^cf5ip«iri6a/ 
t&at it coirtb unbcrjlanb f)uman fpccc^. Z^en fatb »joi-n, 
*9?ow we f^air fee t^efc SBrot^erS' uirfueS (owarb« ««•' ^crcwif^ 
fprang »j6rn (o t^c rubber; hut Sritf^iof grafreb a javelin 
anb leapt to t^e flem of t{)e f{)ip, nnging t^i^ c^aunt: 

^J^ail! onwarb itllibal 
H^cip &ig& on tf)e {tasf)iU» — 
Zi)i6 grim SBitd&'S tempica 
anb tect^ breaf JE^ou t^rougt) j 
SBrcaf iaw^bone anb cf;ecf»Bonc 
3n t(ic beDitborn b«g ! — 
gor t^at ot^cr foul gianteP 
SBrcaf a foot or ttro quidPlp!' 

SEJercafter lanccb ^e t^e forf at t^e one j^am^Seaper*), 
wbile eili&a'* frontsfecl brooe on tf)t bacf of tf)c ot^er. SE^u6 
were bot^ t^eir bacfg brofen. 2?ut t^c SB^afe bi^eb imber anb 
fwam arod)), anb t^ep neoer faw f)m afterwarb^. SE^en began 
t^e weather to grow iliUp but tbc fbip toa^ waterloggcb. S^i* 
t^iof therefore caKcb loubfp to ^i3 men, ti)Cit t^c\) f^oulb bait 
out tbe oe^el. ©ap^ »j6rn/ 'Ufelc^ woulb it be for u6 to 
worf at t^at.' — *9kp/ fojler brother, ncux befpair/ faib gti* 
tf^lofi 'eoer ^at^ it been t^e flout^^eartcb .^ero'6 cullom togit^e 
toHt Wp f)t can aa (ong a6 it i5 popibfe, come w(>at witt 
thereafter.' 2;f;en quob ^c: 

*9?eoer f^oulb 6f)ampion6 fore 
©orrow at beatO; 
Sourage, t^en, courage mp 
SDJcrrp men aU ! — 
2)ear anb beceitle(5 
9?igbt*briCam5 f)a\>c tanQl)t me 

*) Stan^formcb toitd). 
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XHtf in fpitc of aU ^inbratice, 3 
3ng'bor(j fMf get!' 

Zf)en bafcb f^ep t()C f&ip clear, anb mere come near t^e 
coail, hut tab wcatl^er again hkro agalnfl ff;ent. Z^n toot 
Sx it ^i of again tnjo oar3 at tf)t proW/ anb roweb voit^ t^em 
rigf^t iTrongtp fortrarb* Z^e \veat1)ex now d^angeb, anb (^cp faro 
t1)at t()ep were come off fffjusfounfe/ anb tf)erc came t^ep to 
lanb, ^i^ goob c^ampiong were fuff weaf anb wcarpj but fo 
frefO anb bolb wa« Sritf^iof, f^at l)c bare ot>er t^e furf VIII 
of ^ig men, »j6rn carrieb II, anb Himnnb one, Zf)tn 
tfymnteh Sxit^iof: 

*2j) t^e f?rei:(5imncp came 3, 
2lnb carrieb rig^t jloiitfp — 
X^roug^ brift^foam fferce^nr^iriing — 
9)?p fccbfesgrown fea^folf. 
Zf)e fail on tr;e fanb 3 
©afefp ()aj)e rceo'b now ; — 
'®ain(l t^c prcttp pafe fcasmaib^ 
'2ig not plcafant to ftg{)t !* 



(E^^ap. VII. 

vlngantyr \va^ at «fju, wf^cn Svlt^iof came af^ore. 
3t wa^ ()ieJ cuRom , wf;en l)c branf , tl)at a man f (loulb fit at 
tf)c lattice of ^ig2)rinfing5jf^arr, anb feep a goob toof^out feawarb, 
Mbing carcfur wat(5. ^nt of a ^orn#goMet f^oulb ^ebrinf, anb 
n^^cn it tva6 emptp another xt^at^ ftKeb «p for bim. ^aUt>ar 
wa6 {^e bigbtf wbo fept watc^ wr;en Stlt|>iof came to loJib. 
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iffi^m Sallvax fnro fytm U went, ixnt^ 8 tW^l of (mi ^ii 
(^ampimS, (le quob ti}\i fong: 

'Em 6oarb of eiHbo, 

Sfltitig 'mib llormslJiKoirS, 

SWen p^- fee 3 flanbing , — 

jiBiit feuen roro formarb. 

EiFe t|)e taHlcsfnm'b fearref 

SJoung Scit^iof , i6 1)t ir^o 

!Dflrifn}cej)6 (MtC* poro'rful 

Mnb ro()cn fie 5ab brunf out (jte ^orit, cajl (le it In t^jroug^ 
tf)C tvinbon?/ t^uS f^eafing to t^e tvonicin iv^o t»>urcb out t()e 
brinf: 

*Xah up from t&e floor, mp 

gair.fletjping bamfet, 

JE^e iCrinlingf^orn boirmiHrii'b ; 

3'ue brflin'b it agoin. ~ 

Dn t&c roaoc, t^ampionS fee 3 

SB^o goob fiet)9 wia ivatit 

Sk, (empefbtofi foretu, 

SEfic ^artour tficD'tt rea^.* 
see Sflrf ftearb rc(tflf rfalloar qiiob, tinb qucfiioiicb tint 
of (lis tibingS. *Wltn are come of^ore^cre/ anftoet&iallvat , 
*6ut (elple^ anb oivectricb are t^eu; |7out fertoirfi inbecb fcem 
t()ep to be; hat fo firong ant frefd is one of l()ent/ t^at tie 
corriet() t^e ot^crS to f^e f^ore." '@o t^mi,' faib t(>e 3art, «fo 
meet t()emi (tub receipe f^em finblp if It i« Srit^iof, t^e 
fon of mp frtenb I^orflen ^er fit; anb renoiwncb for off 
goob qualities'. 9?oio began tofpeaf a man f)ig^t litle, a great 
ajifing, tMi ^^ov» fM^ be provcb ni&at ifi faib ofguit^iof, 
l{iat tc liatO fu^om never to &e tDe man fir|1 to beg for peace.' 
X were t^ together, Sab men anb ffcecbv* ani ir^o coulb go 




l^e racing Bccfci-rS'Coucfe. ©oon a« t^fp foiinb Sri* 
t^lof, 3ttle faib: 'Slow counfcl 3 t^ce, Srit^iof, to mm 
t^cc (jitfier; for MgltS fEtoiiIb claw (inb beaf cac^ ot^t, Sri» 
t^iof: ~ iitt 3 counfet t(icc w ciib t&v roorba, (inb not to aff 
ftr)l for ¥*'^ce!' Srlt|tiof ttwn turneb (jtm rounb (o tjem^ 
(tub (ftaitnteb tliiS fong: 

'8)e neocr can conquer u8, 

SRewr , no neocr ! 

3t(«troii6leb Berfctffi, 

3«rani556earb5 •;) blarf; — 

matter, alone, bib 3 

Kxflj'ratelp bare it/ 

One again)? ten, tbm 

^rcip tfce for peace!' 
Z^en came Mallear up, anb faib: 'Z^t ^arl mine tiat 
ve f&aH nil be irelcoine, nor fbaH anp one motefl pou b<re,* 
^ZS)ii offer,' faib grit^iof, 'taFe 3 miiringlp, hut am pro 
parcb for bot4>.' Sifter t^iat ivent (fcp to meet t^e ^art, anb 
de receioeb Scit^lof irc« anb aK &i8 men tfierelo. SQ t^ 
mintcr nwre t^iep witt) t'im , anb t^e 3art mabe mn(^ of tfrem. 
Cften ajfeb ^e tf)cm of tfieir abveniured, aiib t^en t^aunteb 
SjScn tbiiS: 

'Soppii^ we (Tar^mcn, 

'SB?ib tuaoeS baffling o'er u8, 

EeafeleP fcp( baling bp 

JSot^ tbe fbip'S fibe?. 

gor ten baps logelticr 

!lnb tbereimto eigbt , 

Han fore plagueb one fcait»orfe 

3n tU trough of l(jc fea!' 

'} 3*ffflifc«J. 
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Z1)e 3art faib: «« trap ^atf^ StixiQ rfclgc laib for pou, 
anb fud& *infl6 are hut iU efifeemcb/ n?{)0 arc reabp for nothing 
But to caufc men to perif^ 6p roitd^craft/ '3 fnow alfo/ fav6 
linearity V, 'tM it ia t^p erranb ^itj^cr, Sritf^iof^ tM 
t(>ou art fent after t^e tribute. STnb a ff;ort anfwer f^alt t^ou 
f)a\>e to tbi^j no tribute fbaK Aing ^clge Hu of me, but 
t^ou fbalt get a^ mud^ treafure a^ tbou n)i(t/ anb tribute mapefi 
t^ou call it an tbou wilt/ or fome otber name map'fl tbou git)e 
it/ Svitf)lof faib, tHt H moulb tafe t^e monep. 



(El^ap- VIII. 

Xing SWttt^i obfainctf^ 3tt()eiot((. 

Jmw muf! be faib, tty^at xoai bone in Korway w^ile t^at 
Srit^iof wa« abfent therefrom. SE^en caufeb t^e 23rot^er# 
^rinceg tbe wbolc Diffage at Svamnd* to be burneb up. Z^e 
tiro mt^^fOlcxB affo were at tbeir incantation^, but in tbe mibjl 
thereof tumbleb tf;ep bown from t^eir bigf) conjuringsjlanb, anb 
fo brofe botb tbeir bacf^. Xf)i\t fame autumn came King, tf>t 
Sing, nort^marb in Sogn to bi* webbing; anb rigbt nobfp anb 
bo6pitabrp feafJcb {)e at ^iS marriage^caroufaf, after t^e nuptial* 
Dow^ to TSngehovQ. S^c que|tioneb{yer,wbence f{)e bab got t^e 
King tbe ©oob w^id& fbe bore upon ^er arm? St bab betongcb/ 
fbe anfwereb, to ^er gatber. »9fj^p,' faiti) ti)c ^ing, «Sri* 
t^iof was its owner , anb tafe it tVii inflant from off ti)9 
banb, for never fbaff bright gofb fail t^ee wf;cn t^ou comej] to 
2(1 f^ cm/ JEbcn gave 1)e t^e 8iing to t^e SBife of ^elgc, 
teaing fcer to let Sritf^iof H^c it wt»en ()e fboulb return. 
Jting 21 in (J t^ journieb ^omewarb« witb iii fpoufe, anb 
great xoaS t^t affection wbicf^ {)e bore unto f)cx. 



Tiritbiof cornet^ hai wit^ t^e tvihnte. 

<l{i(matM, in tf)c fpring, went Sritfji of from t^c ©rfncyij 
atib pavUb fo from tMngantyr mtf) mu(^ looc. gallvat 
foffomcb witO Srlt^iof. 58nt, w^cn ^c came to Vlotxoay, 
ffitriifb Oe tf^at f)\t t)irfage waS burncb* Svamnd^ read&eb 
Hvlt Mof iU Ia|], anb faibj 'SBIatf ()at>e grown tjic tuilbingS 
berc/ anb traces t1)cxc arc none of tbe banbS of frienb*/ JE^en 
qiiob be t()ie( rf)ai(nt: 

'gricnbrp, at Svamn4«/ 
Rormerfp branf goob 
©wlffifworbcb ()croc8, witb 
CC(>ov (I en mp ©ire. 
3o Hatr afM burn'b/ notv 
aVuMfib mu indage; — 
,}[ m^mife rbofe ^^rlnceS 

SJT^cu nMT^rb be winfet of bi? men /» wbor courfc luw t^ep 
flHntIb iv\r<?y AJb<i* bab bim becibe tbat for btmrVlf. after tbi«, 
KHWb tN*;* ^?wr tiS' fYtcb^* w^Rb botvn to Syriirrfin5. oc^e were 
t{SV ^^b ^^u e^> Xi«;;j# *.ocre in :^al^et** 6^S^f ^ t^ 
t^i>'av--KAcvlftc<, $^^rt mm 2?iJrn «in^ $ttl|»iof up 

KlN'wt^/ m k^ »tvvfc« {i.:»K. brVNif bci<n< irt off fffre f&i||*ir l«rt 
ijti*^ J^^^fr ^Tttotf/ t^tc vi;\-rt? wear c^Krtntrtixv 5M^ IHS l$«gL 
«(vvf Jkit' i.tlfrix^Mw »>*.<# l^ftriH';MH»: cijiji.t: twwr to ISS* 

Ijii^fr tT<,ai^ v^wu^J^«i«V' Otf !K ni>Qi<i> »ji^ vWOnili. $lt&lt| 
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^tif^ivf fiiei ^i6 Country. 

JCo fooncr Jab Jting ^clge come to Jimfelf again, tjan Je 
commanbeb tM tl;ep f Joulb flraig Jttvap purfue after Srit^^iof/ 
anb fiB ^m wit^ all Ji« foITowcrg : — 'gor ,' faib Jc, 't{)l8 man 
fbrfciteb l)'a lift, wjien Jc fparcb no place f)ott>e\>cv facrcb.' Slow 
UeiD tjep tje gatjcringffotmb for tje $rince6^@uarb8/ anb a8 
t^ came out of tje X>ifavt^all t()ep fan) tjat it xva^ in a 
Maje. 51 Jitter/ t^^ercforc, went ^ing iSalfban wit J fomc of 
iii men , rojilc «ing i^elflc f;aflcb after Svit^iof anb Ji« 
fbOomerd; But alreabp n^erc t()ep on boarb tjeir f()ip/ fading 
gentip bon>n tf^t fheam. 9{on> founb ^ing ^elge anb l^id 
troops tt^ot aO tjeir fjip^ n)ere brofen anb unferoiceable ^ anb 
t^ iDere forceb to lanb again, (ojtng tjeretvitj fome of tr;eir 
men. J^reat became ^etge fo enrageb, t^at t)t raoeb a6 
t^ugj (e mere mab. Z1)en bcnbeb Je ()i6 bon?, anb (aib an ars^ 
rom on tje firing/ intenbing to f^oot it at Sritf^iof. fdnt 
t^'a ^ bib mitj fo mud^ force, t^at botf) tje necfa of tje bom 
fttoispeb afunber. SRom bircctlp tc^m Sviif^lof fam t^ia, Je 
grafpeb tmo of t^ oaxi on Jeitiba, anb romeb mitt) (J<^tn fo 
migJtUp tjat tjep brafe, J^eremitb (^auntcb ^e: 

'«iP'b 3 poung 

nngcborc, 

SDaug Jter of » c I e , 

3" 23al6er'« grooc, — 

@o f Joufb tf)e oar^ 

!Df eniba 

fdoti) brcaf, — 
£ife rfelgc'^ bom!' 

after tf)at, tf)e minb fref^eneb mcrrilp boam tl)e fixtf), anb 
t^ Joiffeb fail anb put to fca. S v 1 1 f^ I o f faib tf;ep f ^oulb 



tafe care anb mMa^e fo, t^at ttiep retnoineb t^tre^ioutS no 
longer. Z^tteaftex, faiteb tfiep out along t()C conff of Sogn. 
2t)en fnng grit^iiof t&iS i^aunt: 

'©0, (atetp/ on f^ipsboarb 

SQe fail'b out of Soani; 

O'er ttje f)onie6 of our gather? 

E^en plati'b t^e fierce fireS; — 

'SDfib aol6er'6 hkfb ^age 

Slow) tlie ppre 'ginS to Bum; 

asiit IempIe=tDolf nom 

SffiiH tE)C() cflff me, 3 twt!' 
BjSrn qtieftioneb Srit|)iof, 'SB^nt ffiiiH roe noro tm« 
bertaPe, goflerbrot^er ?' — '3 ma\) not,' favft Sritfiiof/ 
'be (lere in Ctocmay; ^ roiH learn tbe ciiilomtt of t^t<S^itf6, 
anb win go out n5 n 2)ifing.' ©o isranb^ anb (eatcVi^ fenr$<b 
tfjep aff tfjroiigE) tf;e fiimmer, winning tfiem bot^ goob« anb 
rcnoiun, biit tomnrbS autumn fieereb t()et) to t^e <DrFncy«. 
aingantyv recciucb ti)em ircK, nnb roitf) ^im rcmaineb ((Kp 
fltl tbe roinier. SFuf irfjcn fitit^iof ^ab joiirnepeb out from 
VCovmay , tf)C JtingS Ijelb a JLinff, anb bectareb Srit|)iof 
outfaiueb from afl ffieir lanbS, feijing to tOerafelwS aa S^'a 
)»fceion6. SalfbaUf tffe Jting, fetrteb at Sc«mnd«,— tuilb* 
ing uj) t\)C oirftige w^ereuer it ronS burneb. Salbec'Ss^oge 
offo rcfioreb t^e SBrotrjcrS aS it waS before; long ^ab it been 
ere ti)e fire nmS qucnt^eb tfterein. 3t fcff Jling ddflc tfie 
roorfl, t^at ti)e ©ob? were bwrneb uv- S3erp great roaS t^e cofi, 
ere »flI6er'i3«^age maS buitt up eqiiaffp o8 at firft. fiing 
^elge liueb noro at Syrflranft. 
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<L^ap. XI. 

^tit^ivf vifitet^ aing SWtttg anb ^ttgebotg* 

^^excux {ye went, waxc\> Svit^iof circeebingti; in rid^e^ 
anb in fame. JUicfeb anb cruef men anb grimfuf 93ifing6 ^e 
flew, but peafantg anb merd^antS fet ^e go free. Stgain, t^eres 
fore, was ^e caKcb Srlfplof tf^e :SoI&. Slight manp men, 
jlout5{)earteb ' anb true, fyab ^e unber ^im, anb in alt finbS of 
precious goobS abounbeb ^e e;rceebinglp. 5Won) w^en, aS a 83is 
fing, ^e {)ab tra^erfeb t^e feaS IV winters, wenbeb f}e rounb 
eaffwarb, anb caf? and^or in t^e aSap. '3rff;ore,' faibgritf^iof, 
'mufi 3 go, but pe ff;atr forap alt t^roug^ tOe winter. SUearp 
begin 3 to be of t^efe erpebitionS, anb to Uplanb wiff 3 jour:: 
nep, anb t^exe bifcourfe wit^ Xing t^e ^ing. ^n tf;e fummer 
fl;aa pc Dljtt me ^erc^ badf f^alt 3 come, t^e firfl bap of fum^ 
mer/—*gar from wife', anfwercb 23jorn, *iS t^iS t^p counfef. 
©tiff, nati)teh mapil tr;ou f)a^c tr;p wap. 3 woutb f)au ^ab uS 
Dopagc nortl^warb to Sogn, anb jTap t^e SingS t^ere, bot& 
^clge anb ^alf&an/ — ^Sfjot at an,' returnetf) Svlff^iof^ 
«wiK tHt feroe uS; rather wiff 3 go anb finb Sing King «nb 
^ngeborg.' »jorn anfwerS, 'Unwiffing am 3, tt)at t^ou 
f^oulbil t^n^ trufl t^elf alone in ^iS power; for wife iS King ^ 
anb of (;igl) birtf) , tf;oug() now fomewf)at in pearS.' — *3 mufl 
counfef,' quob Stit^iof, ^but t^ou, 23j6rn, mufl counfcl 
ot>er our men in t^e mean w^ife.' Zf)cn bib t^ep aS t)e f;ab com* 
manbeb, Svitf^iof now journepeb Mplanb^xoaxb towarbS 
autumn, for ()c wa6 impatient to loof upon t^e (oDeS of ^n^ 
gcborg anb of Hing» 9?ow before t)e axx'mb t^it^er, toof 
l&e o\)cr aff bi^ otber garments a great broab cloaf , wbid^ waS 
altogether ^airp; two tlaijeS b«b f)e in biS f)anb6, t)i6 face waS 
cot)ereb witf; a majl, anb ^e went aS one bowcb^bown witb pearS. 
StfterwarbS met b^ fome berbSmen. SEb^^n totterS ^c forwarb 
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anb aftctf) whence t^ep were? 'Our ^onie^/ anfmereb (^ep, «are 
6p ©treltalanft, on t^e ^Ing'^ bomaina.' SE^e olb man afK 
again, '^6 Klnff a niigf)(p ^ing?' — <3f feemef^ to u6/ t()ep 
replicb, *aS t()oug^ t^ou wert fo olb, tf)at t^on mig^tf! fnow 
xt)l)at f inb of 6()icf ^ing Ring iB in aff refpcctS/ — *3)?ore ()at)e 
3 minbcb mp burning of fait/ faib tf)c bccrepib fJranger, 't^an 
tU manner* of great ^ing6.' Zf)cn toenbeb ^e onwarb to ttjt 
5:ing'6 ^oufe, anb tomarba eocntibe entereb ^e t^e J&aH tI;ereof. 
SBeaf anb wap^orn appeareb ^e, anb fJoob t^cxc far bown 6p 
t^e boor, brawing t^e cowl o\>er l;ia face t^at ^e mig^t be cons 
ceafeb t^e better. SE^en quob Xing t^c ^ing to Sngcborff, 
•SE^ere came a man e'en now into tf)e ^aU, tatter bp far t^an 
otf)er men.' SEI;e .Queen replied to ()im, '©matt inbeeb are t^ofc 
tibinga, D ^ing!' Z^tn talfeb ^c to t^e feroing^man w()0 ffoob 
bp tf)t boarb, anb faib: *®o tl&ou; queflion tf)i^ SowU6Ioafeb 
man wf)o f;e ia, whence be cometf;, anb w^at ^i6 fin map be.' 
Z^c fwain leapeb now along tf)t Poor to t^e new-come man, 
anb faib: *2B()at art t{)ou ^ig^t,o(b fettow, anb wl&ere wafl t^ou 
t()ia nig5t, anb xt)i)at i» tf)p finbreb?' Zfye QtoaUfOlufficb an^ 
fweret^ : 'SJfud^ ajicf? t^ou , fcoain j but canjl t()ou give anp goob 
account thereof, f^oulb 3 teff t^ee now?' jge faib t^at ^e coulb. 
Zf)e SowIsSBearer anfwera : *I|?iof [I^iefJ am 3 ^ig{)t, wit^ 
Ulf [ICf^e tt>oIfJ m^ 3 laf? nig^t, anb in UnQti [penU 
tence] tva^ 3 brought up/ SC^e fwain t^en ^aflenet^ to t^c 
^ing, anb tcUctf) ^im t^e Sowf^man'S anfwer. 'fHieit {)af! t^ou 
compre^enbeb ()im, fwain/ faib t{)e ^ingj H^t biflrict fnow 3 
w^d^ ia ICngrl caffcb. g)et map be, t^ii man ^ad not peace 
of minb. 2C wife man, ^oweoer, I;e mull be, anb 3 t^inf 
rlg^t wcff of ^im/ — *3t i6 a wonberful cufJom/ obfen>e« t^e 
iQueen, Hf)at t^ou bofl wif^ fo eagerip to ta(f Wtt^ et)erp oIt> 
fettow t^at cornet^ ^it^er; anb wM i6 t^ere in ^im, tfiat ^ 
i« wort^ talfing to?' — *sr^at/ faib tf)e 5ing, ^canjl t^n not 
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fnow Utter t&an % J^t t^infet^, 3 fee, ntud^ more tHn f)e 
ftjeaW/ anb cajlet^ ^ii epe« CDerp w^crc arounb/ srftcr tHtf 
fent tf)t StitiQ a man to fetd^ 1)im up, anb r;e came before t^t 
Stitii. ®omexoiat croofeb floob t)tf anb wit^ a low t)otce 1)e 
f|)ofe. SEN ^ing faib: *2B(^at art t{>ou i)xQ^t, tf)on tatt^inilt 
man?' SE()e cfoafsmufflcb Stranger anfwercb wit^ t1)iS d^aimt: 

'Zf)m i)i8f)t 3 Srit^iof [pcace^^lf^iefj 

SB^n wit() aSifingg 3 banbeb/ 

aSut ^ert^lof [Tlrmy^If^icf] w^n SBibow* 

3 mabe to weep fore, 

(Beirtf)iof [Spcar^I^ief] wfyen goob fVear* 

3 grimlp laund&eb, 

(Bunt^lof [»attle«I^tcf] w{)en glablp 

3 gaft'b in t^e 93attle; 

eytf>iof [3«le*If)icf] inbeeb w^en 

®ca«ifle« 3 raDag'b, 

i^elt^iof lIDcatf^^I^lef] w^n carele^ 

SEo beat{) 3 cafi d^lfbren, 

ZJalt^iof [tf^c Slaln'«^If)ief] w{)en oatlant 

3 \>anqiiif{y'b ot()cr3: — 

Slow jtnce ^at)e 3 wanber'b 

SBit^ fatt:=6iirncr« fabrp, 

^clp ^ig^Ip necblng ere 

.^it^r 3 came!' 

SEN Sing faib: *grom manp t^ing6 ^ajl t()ou tafen t^t 
name of ICf^iof [If^icf]. 23nt to^exc mail tf)ou t^i6 nlg^t/ 
ttJ^re i8 t^p ^ome, w^re wafJ tf)on brcb/ anb xof)at ^a6 ^aHe\u 
eb t()ee ^it^cvT Zi)e Jg^ibe^Sooereb anfwereb; — '3n llngvl 
[Penitence] mai 3 breb, at nifi [t^e XOolf'i] m» 3 
taH nig^t, 6^8 uv [inclination] ^afleb me W^ex, anb 
^me f)a\>t 3 not at aU: — *3t map be fo/ rcplicb t^ ^ing^ 
'tM t^ou ^aflbeen brought up fome time in 2(ngri [Peni^ 
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tence], anb pet it map uerp wett f)apven t^at t^ou wajJ bom 
in ^vr\t|?i [peace], ^n t{ye woob mufJ tf)o\x ^ar)e been t^i« 
ni9()t, for no fcafant i^ t&crc ^crc in t^c neig^bour^b n>^o i« 
caffeb Ulf [tt)oIf]* 23«t ag to tt?^ t^ou fapef!, t^at tf>on 
^aii no ^ome^ map^ap t^ou t()infcjl it to be of but Uttlt wort^/ 
againji tM ;5wflUt [inclination] n)^id& ^aS brought 
t^ce f;itf;cr.' 2;()en faib ^nflcborg: 'Slum tbce, If^iof 
[If^lefJ to fomc ot^er geafling=jparr,or get t^ee to t^e ©uejling:: 
d^amber^.' Z^e jting anfweret^: *Dlb enoiigl^ am 3 now, to be 
able to bifpofe of mp gucfiS e'en aa 3 wiff j anb get t^ee out, 
mp goob new comer, from t{)i6 t^p cfoaf tbere, anb feat t^ee 
bp mp jtbe.' — '^nbeeb a tittfe too olb mujl t^ou be,' retumetb 
t^c Slxicen, Ho ti)it\t of placing olb f?affsmen<^) bp t^ec f)cre: 
©aib If^lof: *3t necbet() not, mp JJorbj anb better 16 it a§ 
t^e auecn bot^ fap, for tomp falt^burning am 3 niore accufiom^: 
eb t1)an to fitting tvitf) Qt)icfmcn: Zi)e ^ing faib : '£)o tbou 
ag 3 wiK, for it mujl be t{)at 2 rule in t^i^ matter.' X^en 
t^xcxo I^iof ^ig cfoaf from off bim; a barf^bfue firtfe waS 
t^ercunbcr, t^e SRing tbe ®oob glittereb on bi* H^^f a broab 
tbicf ®il\>ers58elt be bab about ^intf anb tberefrom a great ^urfc 
n)a6 banging meU^fiUeb witb fbininfl ftloer^monep. ^i6 ©nwrb 
toa^ girbeb on bi^ jtbe, anb a great gur«^oob bore f)e on bi^ 
beab, for [to bi^guife bintfeff t^e better] be bab trembling epe« 
anb wag bairp ooer aH bi^ face» — '9?ow tbat 3 catt to be mucb 
better bone,' faitb t^e ^ing; 'S^bou, mp Queen, fHU get for 
bim a mantle, a goob one fndl) a6 be requiretb/ — '3t i« for 
tbee, mp I'orb,' anfwereb t1)e Slmen, Ho birect aff; but little 
Dalue put 3 on tbi^ If>iof.' SEbereafter a gooblp ctoaf n>a« 
gioen unto bim , anb be wag fet in tbe ^^^igb^Seat togctber witb 
t^t 5ing» Sfoob^reb became tf)e Smcen, xo^cn ©be faw big STrm? 

Sting 
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9{ins t$e®oob, int tfien n)ou(b f^e not e;t*d^ange one ftngle n^orb 
wit^ Jim. 2{)c ^ittQ, fy>xoc\>tr, xoai xiQ^t pUafant anb fricnbfp 
totoaxb^ |)im / faping ; *2l goobtp SRIng Jajl tjou tjcre on tjp 
l^anb, anb long mujl t()ou f)a\>e bumcb fait tl^crcfor/ — 'M 16 
It/ anfn)crctj tjc ©tranger, Hof)i^ waS left mc 6p mp gather/ 
*3t map be/ faitl) tjc 5ing, 't()at tjou Jafi more t{)an tl&at; 
hut tjere are few olb faf t^turnera / 3 trow, ec\ml unto tf;ee/ if 
, age JaS not too mud^ bimmeb mine epe6/ I^lof rcmaineb 
wit J KlriQ aU tje winter tjroiigf;. JDf great conftberation wa8 
^t, anb Jigl&rp n?a5 Je et^eemcb bp aH; for generous Je wa« in 
gift*/ anb finb^carteb anb d^eerful towarbS eocrp man. Sittfe 
anb fclbom fpofe tl&e Qmccn to Jim, but bp tje Jling Je n?a6 
regarbcb epcr \v\tf) a glab anb fmiling countenance. 



(LJ)ap. XIL 

^inQ suing journlef|? to a banqueting. 

Jtow it i« relateb, ti)at it came to pap tjat King woulb 
journep to a great feafi, together wHf) f;i^ Queen anb manp 
foHowerS. SCJen tje Aing quejlioneb I f^ i o f ; '2BJctf;er wift 
tjou go witj u6 now, or wilt tjou remain at Jome?' jpe ans 
fwereb, Je Jab ratjer go witj tjem. 'Slji* life 3 better alfo/ 
fait J tje ^ing» Sifter tf)at, beparteb tjepj anb it fo xva^^ thcit 
tjep f Joulb iournep ooer a laf e. Z^iof obferoeb to tje ^ing 
'Jlji* ice, mp Sorb, feemetj to me weat anb bangerfomej but 
careleffp, trott? 3, Jaoe we trapcleb/ — <Dften Jaoe we founb/ 
faib tje ^ing, Hf)at tjou JafI tjougjt mil for u6.' 9r moment 
afterwarb, aH tje ice brafc in. JEJcn leapt If^iof forwarb 
anb fnatcjeb tje ©lebge unto Jim, witf) afif that \va6 in it anb 

5 
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thereon, ^otf) tf)c Jttnc) anb jQueen fat t^iere; aU t^efe puffeb 
(Cf^iof up out of t^e ice/ together wit^ t^t ^orfc^ n?^ic^ were 
^arnefeb to t^t ©rcbgc. «ing Xing faib: «S«ow W att weH 
brmrnout, If)iofj nor coufb Stitf^iof t^e 23ol6 ^imfclf 
ba\)c braggeb more firongtp, t^oug^ ^e |>ab been prefent &ere. 
(Bui) mm, trulp, are rigl^t tolb anb f;eartp foUovotx^l* SE^en 
came t^ep up to tf)t feajl, but nought wort^p of note occurrcb 
tr;ereat. Jpomewarb journieb t^e ^ing, wit^ paluable gift^ anb 
co|Wp» ©0 pafcb tf;e heptf) of t^e winter awap/ anb to»arb« 
Spring began t^e tt)eatf)er to be jnore mifb, t^e woobS to bub 
anb bloom / t^e gra^ to groro, anb f^ip^ were feen glibing from 
tt)e one Tanb epen to t^c ot^er. 



Cffap^ XIII. 

Zing Sftttg ri&e« to t^e Sorefl. 

5Une bap it i&appencb, th\t ti)t ^ing fpoFe unto 1)i^ guarb6 anb 
d&ief men faping : «5Wow wiff 3 — tf)at pe go out to t^c SBoob xoit^ 
me t^i^ bap/ pteafantlp to pa$ awap tf)c time, anb to fee t^e 
beautp of ti)c lanb^cape.' @o bib, t^ep therefore , a t)erp great 
train going out roitf) tf)e Sing into % foreft. Sjow it came to 
paf tf;at t^ep two, t^c Sing anb Srit^lof/ were ^tone hot^ 
together in tf)e SBoob, far from ot^r men. Zl)t Sing faitj: 
•Jpcapp am 3 witi) fleep, anb ^ere mufJ 3 repofe.* — «9lot fo/ 
anjtoeretl^ Sritf^iof/ ^but let mp £orb journep Jomej fbr fo 
itbecomct^ great men, rather t^an to refl t^em in t^t open air/ 
^Z^at 3 cannot bo/ faib t^e Sing. SE^m ^e laib (>im hwM, 
fairing fafl afleep, anb fnoring aloub. I^iof fat near ttnto 
^im, anb brew ^i6 @worb from it^ fcabbarb^ anb ffitnft il fkOBi 
^im perp far awap. ©{^ortlp t^reafter, t^ JKtift ttd^*^ 
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ffllb: «aBa« it ru>t fo^ Srlt|?iof/ tf)at niiifl& came into tf;p 
mlnb/ hut vo^i^ toaS mctt rcftficb? ^onor av^ regarb, t^crcu 
forc/ f^aU t{)ou now ^aot n)it{> u6/ for immcbiatcfp fncw 3 
t^cc t^at t)crp firfl evening w^cn t()Ou camcf! to our j^aOT. Slot 
foon f^alt t^ou part amap from iid* £ou6tle^, a(fO/ comets 
fomet(>ing great to Befal tf^ee ()ere.* — *2Bcir fnom 3/ anfroeretft 
Sritf^iof/ 't{>at t^ou f>a]l xottt anb finblp rccei\)eb me, D 
Sing J but foon mufi 3 ^^^ amap, for mp men a^ia come 
eagcrip to meet me, ct>en ai 2 ^aoe before appointeb for t^cxn 
to bo/ SE^creafter robe t^t\) f}omexoax\>& , t^e attenbantd of tf)c 
jting coming together to ^im from out tbe forefl. S;^en came 
t^ep l^ome, anb at nig^t rig^t merri(p branf tl^ep in tt}c ^aU. 
9ton) voa5 it a(fo openip bec(areb to aU tf)e peopfe t()ereabout, 
tM Sritf^iof t^t Solb ^ab pa^eb t^e n^inter n^it^ t1)c 
Sing. 



3 



(E&ap. XIV. 

%tit^ivf obtainet^ 3n()ebPt((. 



t xo(i$ fo one morning earip, t^at a great fnocfing wa6 O^cirb 
at t1)e boora of t^e ^alT n)I;ere t^e Sing anb Queen bib fleep, 
together xoiti) manp otber folf. *aB^o fnodf3 t^ere, on tbe boor?' 
aflfet^ tit Sing. Jlben repliet{> f)e ro^o iToob without, *Sr i tfjiof 
it 'a , anb rcabp am 3 nom for mp bcparturc/ SKow were tbe 
boor* t{>rown open, anb Stit^iof went in, anb quob tf)i& 
fong : 

«gor an t^p t&ougjytful finbneg 

2 now, D Sing, will tbanf SEJ^eej 

^repar'b tt>e ^ero ilanbetb 

24) go — anb ^arb oarS ^anb(e. 



3ng'bora 3 remember 
grora infanqj t^toufll) life; 
3n welfare tiue ©fje, roeoring 
SBrijlBJerocI for many' a H$l' 

Z^en tijTeto ^t to 3nge6ovft t^^ S^'^S '^^ ©wb, faying 
t&a( it fboulb be ^eti. 2tf tbiS fong tf}t JCing fmiteb, onb 
quob, *©o roa* it, bowoer, tbnt f&e roaS better tb«nfeb for tbis 
mintersoi^t ibtin 3; anb pet bntb fbe ""t ^ecti more frienblp 
toroarWi fb« tbnn 3 ^ave been/ Sbe" f«nt t&e fling dig feroingf 
men to feef brinf anb foob/ onb faitb tf}Cit tbey fboufb noro off 
feaft anb prebge Srit^iof before tbat $e fboulb bepcirf. Sfie 
Sueen alfo bnb t}t rife up, anb be ^eerfitt voitf) t^tm. ©be 
ctiiob, t^at fbe coiilb not eat fo enrlp. S^e Stinq anfmeretb: 
'2Be roia noiu nff fafe onr meal togetber.' ®o bib (bep nifo; 
anb, after ftjep bab brtinf for a timff Xing fnib: ';^ere roouEb 
3 tbnt fbou f(joiilb|T be, 5vitb*0fj f'>'' my foiS «" 6"* 
^itbrcn in age, anb 3 am am olb, unb am no longer callable 
Df being tbe bulroarf of mp country, if anb one fboutb feef (biS 
lanb mitb iinfrienbtv purpofe.' Srlt^iiof replicfb: 'SEbiS mos 
ment fbaH 3 ionrnei), D Sbief.' ■&« ^ountefb noro tbi« fong: 

'fiong anb in roeal, loo'b 

Ring, map'(i fboii tiw, — 

SSonar$ beft, big^fl* on 

£be eartb'S broabsprettb'b bofom! 

®uarb, Sajife (Sf)Uf, toett tbP 

SSiife anb tbiJ Sountru ! 

nng'borg anb 3 — meet no 

fBiort in tbiS nwrib!' 

Ib^n quob Ring tbe *ing: 
*3tav! bi:t not fo fare, 
Srit^iof, from ii#; 
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©earejl (iclm'b (lero — 
SBU& ^eaop foul! 
3cwcr6 anb pafi prcfcntf 
3»u ji 3 res^pop tf>te , — 
@ure better tf^an com, 
2;t)Pfcff/ frienb; wouIb|l thintV 

2(nb thereafter fang ^e tf)nS : 

'STo Sritf^iof tf^c Samou« 

SKp fair ©poufe 3 gioe, 
SInb ®oob3 tj^at 2 ^aoc 
m abbeb tf;ereto!' 

S^en anfwercb St It f^ I of anb faib: 

«®ift6 fucl& 08 t^efe , toitt 3 
Sleoer taf e from t^ee , — 
Unleg Hina'g lafi ftdfnef fatt 
gatal anb faji!* 

'3 boubttef f^outb not gbe t^ec fud&Z faitf; tf)e Sing, 
unlep 3 felt within me t^at fo it waSj ficf, inbeeb, 3 am; anb 
wiaingfp rooiifb 3 t^at t^ia marriage f^oulb be enjopeb bp 
t^ee, for firji art t^ou among aU t^e men in XXoxxoay. SE()e 
Jlitle of Sing atfo tvitt 3 git)e unto t^ce, for ^ngeborfl'^ 
aSrotber^ wiff; t^ee worfc bignitie^, anb tt>it& a worfe ©poufe 
woulb web t^ee, tf)an 3/— *2Ranp t^anfg, mp goob JJorb, f^alt 
t^oxi ^aoe/ anfweretb Svit^iof, 'fox att t^p manp finbnepea 
more tHn 3 ^ab ^opeb. aSut onlp tbe name of 3 a r I wiff 3 
accept aS mp ^onorarp titfe.* Z^m gaoe Sing Xing unto 
Svit^lof, anb witt) ^iS rigl^t ^anb conjtrmeb it, autf;oritp 
oDer all t^at realm xof)id) ^e ^ab goDcrneb, anb t^exemtf) t^e 
name of 3a r I. 2;f;ereot)er f^oulb Sr it ^i of rule, untif t^e 
fong of King f{)0ulb be of age tf;emfctt)e§ to govern tf;eir tonb, 
®^ort wa8 t^e time ti)at Sing Xing lap on f)i^ beat^»bcb, 
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anb xo^en tt)at ^e e;t*pireb/ great road tf)e mourning anb (amenta 
ation ot>er ^m t^roug^ all ^16 fingbom* a &'airn t^tn raifcb 
tf)C}) abot>e ^Im/ anb mud) goobd cafJ t^cp therein, ct)en a« ^c 
^ab babe t^cm. Sifter t^ii, gaoc Srlt^iof an honourable 
ian^ntt, anb thereto came up aU ()ig mem Zf)u^, at once 
together/ branf t^ep jving Illng'* fsuntxalf^lle anb tf)C SBeb# 
bingf geajl of ^ngeborg anb Svit^iof. SE^ercafter fettleb 
Svit^lof t^cre, ruling oocr t^c fanb, anb eilecmcb anb 
famous wa6 ^e in t\)e ftg^t of all men, SWanp d^ilbren bore 
nngeborff unto ^im. 



H^ap. XV. 

Of Stitl^iof an6 t^e 05vot^ev« ^elge an& ^aIf^att. 

JCoro it maS totb t(>c ^ing« in Soqw, tf)e fBxf>t1)ex5 of^tiQCt 
hovSf {^ow t1)at Sritf^iof ^ab gotten t\)t d^ief fwap in 
Kingavifc, anb ^ab obtaincb in marriage t^eir jtfler ^nget 
borg. ^el0e t^en fait^ unto galfban 1)i^ brother/ 
*aKonfIrou6 inbeeb anb infolent beponb meafure i6 it, t^at a 
^ c r f e*« [S^icf Saptain'd] fon f ^oulb t^\a po9e$ ^txV 9lon) 
therefore a^emble t{)ep ocrp great forced, anb mart^ tbetewitb 
into KirxQavite, t{)infing to flap Svltf^iof anb fubbuc all 
l^id fingbom unbcr t^em, 23ut w^en Srlt^iof wad informeb 
l&ereof , gat{>ereb 1)e ^id troopd together anb fpof e tf)n^ to 3 n g c« 
borfl? '3Bar id now come into our fingbom. 23ut w^atet>er 
map be t^t enb thereof, tf)ct toill roe neoer fee loof unfinblp/ 
«©o far id it noro come,* anfroeretlb f^e, H^t roe muf! let tf)tc 
be t^t ^ig^eff.* So it road alfo, t^t 25j5rn, aboancing 
from t^e ©aft, came in to tje f;erp of grit f> I of. Slow 
mard^ t^ep to t^c battU, anb it wa& ai it r;ab eoer ictn before, 
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t1)at Svlt^iof mi forcmojl in t^e t^dfejl of the flg^e. 3t 
{lappencb non)/ t^at ^e anb gelge t^t StitiQ came to ex^otiQC 
Bfon>8 tt)it^ ead^ otfier/ atib ^td beatfy^wounb fo got ^e from t^e 
^anb of Srlt^iof. Z^eti caufcb Srlt|^lof tjc ®{>ielb of 
|)cacc to be Hftcb up/ anb ^erebp n?a6 t^e contefi broFen off. 
JE^en fpofe Srlt|>lof unto ^alfban ti)t ^ing anb faib: 
'SEwo conbitiong are t^ere now ^ere before t^eei either t^at tl&ou 
put all unber mp power anb ru(e^ or t^at t^ou get t^p bane$ 
blow eoen ai t^p brother before t^ee , for to me it feemett^ tf^at 
^ere 3 ^aoe t^e better in t^e quarrel.' SE^uS c^ofe ^alfban, 
t{)erefore, t(;at {^imfelf anb aU l)ii realm f^oulb be in t^e ^anb8 
of Srit^lof* ©0 Yoa» it tj^en, t^at Srlt^iof toof t^e rule 
ooer ©ogncs^SylPi/ but ^alfban became rfcrfc thereof, 
paping unto Sritf^iofa tribute fo long a8 fye gooerneb Kinga^ 
riPc. 5i:{)ereafter toof Srlt^iof t^e name of ain^j ooer 
Sognc^Sylfl/ for JlingariPc gaioe f^e badf unto t^e @on8 of 
King. Srftcr t^i6 won ^e unber ^im t^at lanb fyigjt ^ar&c^s 
lanb. ®ong two ^ab ^e, (Bunntf^lof anb ^unnt^iof/ 
bot^ t^out men anb famous in t^eir bap. — (tBntftt^ $0 ^ttt 



The peculiar alliterative metres of the Recitative-Chaunts, 
and that general tone of vigorous simplicity » 

"Then most adorn'd when unadorned the most,'* 

which prr^-adcs the Origincil as all the oflicr Icelandic Sagas, 
— have been preserved throughout in the above Translation, 
which is as literal as a due regard to the genius of the two 
languages would admit. 

The text has been rendered in a style rather antique, — 
but old-fashioned spellings, and Archaisms decidedly unintelli- 
gible to a common Reader, have been purposely rejected. 
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anb \vi)en tt)at ()c crpircb, great n?a5 the inouniincj ,v,\: \ 
ation ot)cr ()im t^roiig^ M f)\6 fingbom. il (iaini ih = 
tt)e\) above f;im, anb mndf) goob^ ca|"i thci; therein , ci\:- 
^ab babe tf;cm. SCftcr tC^a, gai^c SvitI;iof an r..; 
banquet, anb thereto came up alt b\^ men, I!m:c^, 
tOQCtf)cx, branf t()ep ^Sing Xing'^ ;^iincraf.<^lfr aiitr : . 
bing.geatl of Sngeborg anb Sritl;iof. iDiii.^:':.. 
Sritf^iof t&ere, ruling oi>er the lanb, aiiD ifiv.::: 
famou6 wa6 f;e in tf;c fig()t of alt men. OTam; riic; 
3nocborff unto r;im. 



(Cf>ap. XV. 

Jtom it n?a* tolb tDc ^ingg in eogn; tbc i^rcrf ci 
bor0/ f;ow t^at Srit^iof hat gottni fi/ 
Xingavife, anb fiab obtaincb in maniiu^' :: . 
borg. i^elffc tf;en faitf) unto -jalf^v. 
*2Jion|}rou6 inbeeb anb infofcnt bciuMit iii;';!':: 
^crfc'd [(?f;ief 6aptain*s«i fon ff^LMilt^ li::.- 
therefore a^cmhtc thc\) i>cry great mo::-, . 
into Kingavite, thinfing to ilaii ,Svi!l : 
l^iS fingbom unber tf^cni. '^ut ivl-cii s v i : 
hereof, gatf;ereb he hi? troori> fLMniiv ;: 
boi'o: *38ar i? noiu come ii-.iL- . :. 
map be t^c enb thereof, tiH'\: •.■■:. 
'©0 far i5 it noiv come,' anpivri.:' 
be tf;c ()igfKfJ.' So it ums? .v.: . 
from tf)e (Jafr, came in t.^ i. 
mant^ thep to the battle, anr i\ v-. . 
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At the time when *Frilhiof :»js C'Vcac^'i'j**'* , it v,s ».mh, 
monly enough believed amon^ lln^ LiS^varl '^t* .'rv.»i<»»:i - 
and I need only mention I^opoM tj ;»iir (e-7.Atnpl«» — :hf»r 
what was called the Gothic Poftrv »«- aoc^vrhstr*nrii?itj 
the talent it was admitted had l>e^«ii *TOT>f«'.'»-»ii %n t . ' 
altogether and organically an»Dr.c<:iif^L 7ri[i ?*>*»"v. r 
was asserted, rested for fundameDUl ityj^^j^^fr ^,n ^ r."i.'.!>r»^^ 
of manners and opinions and an only p*ru'*il fi*->*i/v»>»r,i<»;- 
of the relations of Society, irofM>«iL> l/> n^i^/itt^iM v r|-, 
the Poetry of present times. The uif^r a**-* . :>r .•:'•**' " 
enough, regarded as the Daughter of M';'>;".j ^.. ...><: i.-i^ 
and in Her . countenance it was that ih* A^e i"*'" .sn}r^A. 
though beautified and idealized, lh*r f^atr;r- - A' .r-^^'A 
And, indeed, it is quite true that all Po^tr; rr.'n.r .•li- 
the progress and temperament of :».* Trrn-^ : La i!*.!!! • * 
find those general human passions anr) rirrnrn^r^.. ' '- . 
which must remain unchanged in ever/ ^f'Ti^A. \:.K 
he regarded as the foundation of porf-%. h.f-. ; v • 

• For *Idiin«* had long *inft h^^rx -.■-.!■; = -f ' f 
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this, ihoiiglj uilh various success. Ling* liacl treated 
several Northern Subjects, — for the most part in a 
Dramatic form. It has been observed that his great poetic 
talent lay more in the Lyi*ic than the Drama, and that 
he paints exterior Nature far better than the ever-changing 
Soul. That the Northern Saga can successfully assume 
the Dramatic form is, however, abundantly proved by the 
Tragedies of Oehlenschliiger. It is with pleasure I acknow- 
ledge, that his 'Uelge' first gave me the Idea of 'Frithiof.' 

It was never my meaning, however, in this Poem, — 

though such seems to have been the opinion of many — 

simply to versify the Saga. The most transient comparison 

ought to have shown, not only that the whole denouement 

is different in the Pbem and the Saga, but also that 

several of its parts, such as Cantos II, III, V, XV, 

XXI, XXIII, and XXIV, have either little, if any, or 

at least a very distant ground in the Legend. Indeed it 

is not in this one, but in other Icelandic Sagas that we 

ought to seek the sources of the incidents I have chosen. 

K^My object was, to represent a poetical image of the old 

Northern Hero-Age. It was not Frithiof, as an individual, 

whom I would paint; it was the epoch of which he was 

chosen as the Representative. It is true that I preserved, 

. in this respect, the hull and outline of the Tradition, — 

1 but, at the same time, I thought myself entitled to add 

I or to take away, just as was most convenient for my plall^ 

I This, as I supposed, was a part of that poetic Iil>ert]r» 

\ without which it is impossible to produce any independMt 

rtreatment of any poetical subject whatsoever. 



• 



The Translator regrets to stale, tliat tliis dislingwlnhtj j 
Savan aud good Fuet expired a few days ago. 
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9{tng t^e®oob, hut t^m n?ou(& ff)t not ex^dtiQC one ftngle n^orb 
wit^ {>lra. Z1)t Sing, ^oircDer, xoai r\Qf)t plcafant anb fricnMp 
towarM l^lm, faping; 'SI gooblp Siing l&ajl t&ou t^txt on t^p 
(>anb/ anb long mull ti)on ^au burncb fait tfjcrcfor/ — 'Sra 16 
it/ anfcocxet^ t^t ©trangcr, «wj)ic^ wad left me 6p mp gatbcr.' 
*3e map be/ fait^ t^e Sing, Hl^at tl)on ^a]l more tf)an tl;at; 
but t^cre arc few olb faltsburnerfl , 3 ^^^W/ ^^"^f "^^^o ^O^c, if 
age ^ai not too mud& bimmeb mine cpcg/ I|>iof remaineb 
wit^ Hing att t^c winter t^rougf;. JDf great conftberation xt>a& 
ie, anb ^ig^fp waS ^e eflcemeb 6p att; for generou* ^e wad in 
gifts, anb finb^carteb anb cheerful towarbS eocrp man. £ittfe 
anb felbom fpofe t^t iDueen to ^im, hut bp t^e Sing ^e )n)ai 
regarbcb ever wit^ a glab anb fmifing countenance. 



(C{>ap* XII. 

Ring Sftttg journiet|> to a banqueting. 

Jtow it i8 relateb, t{>at it came to pa$ tl)at Xing woulb 
journep to a great feajl, together witD i)ii Cueen anb manp 
fbffowerd. SE^en tl)e Sing quejlioneb ?C|>iof; '2B^ctr;er wift 
tiK>u go wit^ ud now, or wilt t^ou remain at ^omc?' j^e an^ 
fwercb , ^e f)ab rather go witt> t^em. '3;()iS life 3 better alfo ,' 
fait^ tH Sing. Sifter tHt^ beparteb t^cpj anb it fo tva^, tf)at 
t^ep f&oufb journep oocr a lafe. Cf^iof obferucb to t^e Sing 
'S;&i6 ice, mp Sorb, feemet{> to me weaf anb bangerfomej but 
careleflp, txc\v 3, ^a»e we traocfeb.' — •Often f)au we founb,' 
faib ti)e Sing, H(iat t^ou Oajl t^oug^t weB for ud.* 91 moment 
afterwarb, all t{ye ice brafc in. JJi^en leapt lC|>lof forwarb 
anb fnatd^eb t^e ©lebgc unto (>im, witf) aff that \va^ in it anb 
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How glad, how dariiig-ali, how full of hope! — 
His good Sword pomting to the morna's bosom , 
'Thou shall,' sailh He, 'Thou shall give way.' * 
These lines contaiu the key to Frithiof's character, and, 
in poiut of fact, to the whole poem. Even the mild, 
peace-Ioviog, fiicnd-rich old King Ring is not destitute 
of this great uaiioual qiiality , at least iu the manner of 
his death; and it is for this reason 1 let him "Carve 
himself with Geirs-odd," — undoubtedly a barbarous 
custom, but still characteristic of the time and the popular 



Another peculiai-ily common to the people of the 
Noith, is a certaiu disposition for melancholy and heav- 
iness of spint common to all deeper characters. Like 
some Elegiac key-note, its sound pervades all our old 
national melodies, and generally whatever is expressive in 
our auiials, — for it is found in the depths of the Nation's 
heart. I have somewhere or other** said of Bellman, the 
most national of our Poets, 

And mark the touch of gloom his brow o'ershading — 
A Noithero minstrel-look, a grief in rosy-red!** 
for this melancholy, so far from opposing the fresh live- 
liness and cheerful vigour common to the nation, only 
gives them yet more strength and elasticity. There is a 
certain kind of life-enjoying gladness (and of this. Public 

* "Hnr glad, hni Iroliig, hnc tStboppniiigaruU: 
Han aiitier spersen af >itt goda siird 
Pit Nornant brOsI, ocb. aiiger: in skall vika !" 
WrMb^ atm, f. t», 
" ''uvli iiiiirk dct vemodsilrBgel SIvcr pannan, 
eu KunlUkt SSugardrag, en *org i roienrOdll" 
Tliusu Hues are from Tegnir'i veiy bcaaliful Veriet on llii Juhilra of 
Ibe £weilic1i AcHileiDv, in I»U. - (Stanza X). — B. S. 
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Opinion has accused the French ,) which fia^lly reposes 
on frivolity; — that of the North is built on seriousness. 
And therefore I have also endeavoured to develope in 
Frithiof somewhat of this meditative gloom. His repent- 
ant regret at the unwilling Temple-fire, — his scrupulous 
fear of Balder, (p. 151) 

'Who sits in yon sky, gloomy thoughts sending down; 
ne'er my soul from their sadness is freed I' *' 
and his longing for the final Reconciliation and for calm 
within him, are proofs not only of a religious craving, 
but also and still more of a natural tendency to sorrow- 
fulness common to every serious mind, at leafet in the 
North of Europe. 

I have been reproached (though I cannot help tliink- 
ing, without good reason) with having given the love 
between Frithiof and Ingeborg, for instance in *The Part- 
ing' — too modem and sentimental a cast. As regards 
this I ought to remark, that Reverenec for the Sex was 
from the earliest times, long before the introdm-tion of 
Christianity, a national feature of the German Peoples, 
On this account it was , that the ligbt inconbtant and biniply 
sensual view of Love, — which prevailed among the niofct 
cultivated nations of Antiquity, — was a thing quite foreign 
to the habits of the Nortli. Song aud Saga overflow witii 
the most touching Legends of romantic Love muX Failh 
in the North, long before the spirit of Chivalry had made 
Woman the Idol of Man in the South, 'i he cii-njiufetaures 
assumed between Ingeborg and Frithiof seem to nM*,ilii'i*e- 
forc, to rest upon sufficient historical ground, -- if /lot 

torn fttrjBdrlu wilt %inum «Uij««}i," 

Wrdkutfi ti€§M, p, HI. 
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pcrsoually, — in thi: manuers aud opinioDii of the Age. 
That delicacy of sentimeut with which Ingehorg refused to 
accompany her Lover, and rather sacrificed her inclination 
than withdrew herself from the authority of her Brother 
and Guardian — seems to me to find its reason iu the 
nature of each nobler female, which is Uie same in every 
Period and in evei'y Land. 

The Subjective thns contained in the Events aud 
Characters demanded, or at least permitted, a departure 
from the usual Epic uniformity in their treatment. The 
most suitable method seemed to me, to resolve the Epic 
form into free Lyric Romances. I had the example of 
Oehlenschlager, in his Helge, before me; and have since 
found that it has been followed by others. It carries with 
it the advantage of enabling one to change the metre iu 
accordance with the contents of every separate song. Thus, 
for instance, I doubt whether 'Ingeborg's Lament' (Cauio 
IX) could be given with advantage in any Language in 
Hexameters or Ten-syllabled Iambics, whether rhymed or 
not. I am well aware that many regard this as opposed 
to the Epic unity, which is, however, so nearly allied to 
monotony. But I regard this unity as more than sufficiently 
compensated by the freer room and fresher changes gained 
by its abandonment. Just this liberty, however, to be 
properly employed, requires so much the more thought, 
understanding , and taste ; for with every separate Piece 
one must endeavour to find the exactly suitable form, a 
thing not always ready for one's hand in the language- 
It is for this reason that I have aiEcmpted {vnth grcatci- 
or less success) to imiute several metres, especially fr^w 
the Poets of Antiquity. Thus the Pentameter lambM'Mp 
percatalectic iu the ihird foot, (Canto II) — thr<("^ ' 
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Iambic (C. XFV) — llic Aristophaiiic Anapcsts (C. XV) 
— ihc Trochaic Tetrameter (C. XVI) — and the Tragic 
Senarius (G. XXTV), — were little, if at all, heard of in 
Swedish previous to my attempts. 

As regards the language in itself, — the antique sub- 
ject invited one sometimes to use an Archaism, especially 
where such an expression, without being obscure, seemed 
to carry with it any particular emphasis. Still this care 
is at all events lost abroad,"^ and sometimes even at home. 
It demands, nevertheless, very much prudence — for the 
great stream of words in a modem Poem must, naturally, 
flow from the language of the day, although an obsolescent 
word or two may occasionally be employed. 

Es. Tegn6r. 



* Tlie Translator hopes he has succeeded in preserving the same an- 
tique cast in his Version as in the Original. This he has attempted, 
however , rather hj what he has omitted — the modern and the con- 
versational — than hj ivhat he has inserted, though a fevr cwrmmJ^- 
Ttcewed and venerable archaisms are sometimes to be met vrith* 



FRITSIOF'S SA9A. 



A NORWEOIAN STOBT. 



From the Original Sn^edikh 



or 



ESAIAS TEGNEB. 



Names of the Personages 



WHO FIGURE IN THE 



LEGEND OF FRITHIOF. 



BELE, Fylko-King (Independent Cbief) of Sogiic-District , in 
Norway. 

_ ' I His sons, co-heirs to his throne and landzi;. 

HALFDAN,^ 

INGEBORG, His only daughter, foster-sister and Beloved of 

FRITHIOF. 

• 

THORSTEN, A rich and powerful Yeoman (Bonde), friend, 

chief stay, and brother-in-arnis of King BELE. 
FRITHIOF, His son. Lover of INGEBORG, and the Hero of 

the Poem. 
HILDING, A venerable Peasant, the foster-father of FRITHIOF 

and of INGEBORG. 
BJ6rn, His son, sworn friend and weapon-comrade of FRITHIOF. 
RING, Fylke-King of Ringc-Rike , in Kor^vay. 
ANGANTYR, Jarl, (Earl o^ reigning Chieftain) of the Orkney 

Islands. 
ATLE, A Berserk, one of his War-men. 
Priests, Warriors, Scalds, Peasants &c. 



Scene, Framnas and its neighbourhood (in Sogne-Districf), and 
the Orkneys. 



Argument. 

In this simple Ballad-Canto^ so beautiful Id the Original, 
arc related the youthful graces and exploits of ingeborg and of 
FRiTHiOF, their slowly ripening and tender affection , and the 
bold resolve of frithiof to assert and abide his choice, ^^come 
what will." — Never was pure, lofty, fervid Love, that 

^'feeling from the godhead caught. 

To wean from self each sordid thought; 

A Ray of Him who formed the whole; 

A glory circling round the soul!" *) 
painted with more impassioned artlessness! The frithiof and 
INGEBORG of the North, how different from the romeo and juliet 
of the South, — and yet how much the same! Climate and 
customs modify, but Nature changes never! 

The metre in the Translation is that of the illustrious Author, 
except that the latter half of every verse has always feminine 
rhjrmes in Swedish. — We need not remind the English reader 
how scarce such Rh^nmes are in his Tongue, notwithstanding 
its acknowledged richness. 

♦} BYRON, The Giaour, 



CANTO I. 



j^viVbiot and S^nqthovq. 



I. 

Iwo Plants, in hilding's garden fair. 
Grew up beneath his fostering care; 
Their match the North had never seen, 
So nobly towYd they in the green! 

n. 

The one shot forth like some broad Oak, 

Its trunk a battle-lance unbroke; 

But helmet-like the top ascends. 

As HeayVs soft breeze its arch'd round l)cnds. 

lU. 

Like some sweet Rose, — bleak winter flown, — 
That other fresh young Plant y-shone; 
From out this Rose Spring yet scarce gleameth, 
Within the bud it lies and dreamcth. 

IV, 

But cloud-sprung Storm round ih'Earlh shall go, 
That Oak then wrestles with his foe; 
Her heav'nly path Spring's sun shall tread, — 
Then opes that Rose her lips so red! 





y. 

Thus sportful, glad, and green they sprung. 
And FIUTHIOF was that Oak the young; — 
The Rose so brightly blooming there — 
She hight was INGEBORG TIIE FAIR. 

YI. 

Saw'st thou the two by gold-beam'd day, '— 
To freja's Courts thy thoughts would stray 
Where , bright-hair'd and with rosy pinions , 
Swings many a bride-pair — Love's own minions. 

But saw'st thou them, by moonlight's sheen. 
Dance round beneath the leafy green — 
Thou'dst say, in yon sweet garland-grove 
The King and Queen of fairies move. 

vni. 

How precious was the pi'ize he earn'd 
When his first rune the youth had leam'd! — 
No King's could His bright gloiy reach, — 
That letter would he ing'borg teach. 

IX. 

How gladly at Her side steer'd he 
His barcpie across the dark blue sea! 
When gaily tacking FRITHIOF stands. 
How merrily clap her small white hands! 

X. 

No birds' nests yet so lofty were. 
That thither he not climb'd for Her; 

I 

E'en th'Eagle, as he cloud-ward swung. 
Was plunder d both of eggs and young. 




XI. 

No streamlet's waters rush'd so swift, 
O'er which he would not ing'borg lift; 
So pleasant feels, when foam-rush larms. 
The gentle cling of small white arms ! 

The first pale flow*r that spring had shed. 
The strawberry sweet that first grew red. 
The corn-ear first in ripe gold clad, — 
To Her he offcr'd, true and glad. 



But Childhood's days full quickly fly; 
He stands a stripling now, with eye 
Of haughty fire which hopes and prayeth ; — 
And She, ^vith budding breast, seel straycth. 

XIV. 

The Chase young frithiof ceaseless sought; 
Nor oft would hunter so have fought; 
For, swordless spearless all, he'd dare 
With naked strength the savage bear: 

XV. 

Then breast to breast they struggled grim; — 
Though torn, the bold youth masters him! 
With shaggy hide now see him laden — 
Such spoils refuse — how can die maiden? 

XVI. 

For Man's brave deeds still Woman wile; 
Strength well is worth young Beauty's smile ; 
Each other suit they, fitly blending 
Like helm o'er polish'd brows soft bending! 



. — 
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xvu. 

But read he, some cold Winler'g night, 
(The fire-hearth's flaming blaze his light) 
A Song of ValhalVs brightnesses. 
And all its gods and goddesses ; — 

xvm. 

He'd think: *Yes ! yellow's freja's hair, 
A corn-land-sea, breeze-wav'd so fair; — 
Sure ing'borg's, that like gold-net trembles 
Round rose and lily. Hers resembles! 

XIX. 

*Rich, white, soft, clear is idun's breast; 
How it heaves beneath her silken vest! — 
A silk I know, whose heave discloses 
Light-fairies two with budding roses. 

XX. 

*And blue are frigga's eyes to see. 
Blue as Heav'ns cloudless canopy! — 
But I know eyes, to whose bright beams 
The light blue Spring-day darksome seems. 

XXI. 

*The Bards praise gerda's cheeks too high. 
Fresh snows which playful North-lights dye ! 
I cheeks have seen, whose day lights, clear. 
Two dawnings blushing in one sphere. 

xxn. 

*A heart like nanna's own Fve found. 
As tender, — why not so renown'd? 
Ah! happy BALDER; ilk breast swelleth 
To share the death thy Scald o'ertelleth. 



xxm. 

*Yes ! could my death like balder*s be , — 
A faithful maid lamenting me — - 
A maid like NANNA, tender, true — 
How glad rd stay with HEL the blue !* 

xxrv. 

But the King's Child — all glad Her love — 
Sat murmuring Hero-Songs, and wove 
The' adventures that Her Chief had seen , 
And billows blue, and groves of green; 

XXV, 

Slow start from out the wool's snow-fields 
Round, gold-embroider'd, shining shields. 
And battle's lances flying red. 
And mail-coats stiff with silver thread; — 

XXVI. 

But day by day Her Hero still 
Grows FRITHIOF like, weave how she will, — 
And, as His form 'mid the' arm'd host rushes. 
Though deep, yet joyful, are her blushes! 

xxvn. 

And FRITHIOF, where his wanderings be. 
Carves i and F i ih' tall birch-tree; 
The runes right gladly grow united. 
Their young hearts like by one flame lighted. 

xxvm. 

Stands DAY on Heav'n's arch — throne so fair! 
King of the world with golden hair. 
Waking the tread of life and men — 
Each thinks but of the other then! 
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XXIX. 

Stands NIGHT on Ileavn's arch • — throne so fair! 
World's mother with Her dark-hued hair. 
While stars tread soft, all hush'd 'mong men — 
Each dreams but of the other then! 



*Thou earth! — each spring through all thy bow'rs 
Thy green locks jeweling thick with flow'rs — 
Thy choicest give! fair weaving them. 
My FRITHIOF shall the garland gem.' 

*Thou sea! in whose deep gloomy hall 

Shine thousand pearls, hear Love's loud call! — 

Thy fairest give me, to bedeck 

That whiter pearl — my ing'borg's neck!' 

xxxn. 

*0h croAvn of oden's Royal Throne, 
Eye of the world , bright golden SUN ! — 
Wert thou but mine, should FRITHIOF wield 
Thy shining disc. His shining shield.' 



*0h lamp of great allfather's Dome , 
Thou MOON , whose beams so pale-clear roam ! — 
Wert tliou but mine, should ing'borg wear 
Thy crescent-orb among her hair.^ 

xxxrv. 

Then hilding spoke: *From this love-play 
Turn, fosterson, thy mind away; 
Had wisdom rul'd, thou ne'er hadst sought her — 
))The maid», fate ciies, »is bele's Daughter !» 
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XXXV. 

*To ODEN, in His star-lit sky. 

Ascends her titled ancestry; 

But thorsten's son art thou; give way! 

For »like thrives best mth like» they say.' 

XXXYI. 

But FRITHIOF smiling said; *Down fly 
To Death's dark vale my anccstiy; 
Yon forest's King late slew I; pride 
Of high Lirth heir'd I with his hide. 

xxxvn, 

*The frceborn man yields not; for still 
His arm wins worlds where'er it will; 
Fortune can mend as well as mar, 
Hope's ornaments right Kingly are! 

xxxvin. 

*What is high birth but force? Yes! TIIOR, . i 
Its sire, in Thrudvang's fort gives law; 
Not birth, but worth, he weighs above; — 
The sword pleads strongly for its love ! 

XXXIX. 

*Yes! I will fight for my young bride. 
Though e'en the Thund'ring God defied. 
Rest thee , my lily , glad at heart ; 
Woe him, whose rash hand would us part!' 



OAMTO U. 



mu^ MeU 



an» 



€h0vstm ^ikinasscn. 



\ 




jirgumenL 

KiDg BELEy worn down with years and feeling his ond ap- 
proaching, summons his sons and frithiof, and with HiLDinc 
at his side counsels them in many a proverh of Northern wisdom« 
^Life's changing scenes', then exclaims the aged*HiLDiNG to the 
King, ^have we shared together, and in death we will not be 
divided." — - He also then exhorts the three in sharp sayings 
and Scandinavian lore. 

Both then interchange words of friendly greeting; and, 
again saluting the young warriors they love so much, they 
conclude by commending them to the care and blessing of frey, 
of ODEN, and of thor. 

It was not possible to retain in this Canto the metre of the 
original, of which we subjoin the first verse as a specimen: 

''Kung BELE, stSdd pa svSrdet, i Kungssal stod, 
hos honom thorsten vikingsson, den bonde god, 
bans gamle vapenbroder, snart hundraarig, 
och Srrig som en ninsten, och silfverharig.'' 

Tegners Frithiofj p. 10. 




CANTO n. 



Minq UtU and Effov&tm Ftfttnafitson. 



I. 

In regal Hall King BELE stood. 

His sword a staff of light. 
And near him lean'd that Yeoman good 

THORSTEN VIKINGSSON hight; 

His weapon-brother old was he, 

A hundred years well nigh. 
And scarr'd all o'er as Rune-stones be. 

And silver-hair'd on high. 

n. 

They stood as up and down a hill 

Two o(Fring-houses stand; 
Once, shrines for Heathen Gods to fill. 

Now, ruin'd in the land; 
But wisdom's runes, carv'd deep and fast. 

Those broken walls still hide , 
And high traditions of the past 

On each arcli'd vault reside. 
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m. 

*The shades of ev'ning hasten on,' 

So speaketh BELE now; 
*My mead-cup's flavour all is gone. 

The helm weighs doAvn my brow; 
My vision fails lo trace the lines 

Of human weal and woe : 
But nearer, brighter, f^alhall shines, — 

My death's at hand, I trowi 

IV. 

*My children have I call'd; and, friend. 

Thy son is summon'd too ; 
For still together should they wend , 

As we were wont to do. — 
A warning shall they have to day. 

Those eagles proud and young. 
Before all counsel sleeps for aye 

Upon the dead man's tongue !' 

V, 

Then, as the King's commandment ran, 

Advanc'd they up the Hall. 
The first was helge, pale and wan 

And gloomiest of them all; 
He, where yond' altar-circle lies, 

Mong spaemen lov'd to stand. 
And came from groves of sacrifice 

With blood upon his hand. 

HALFDAN appear'd the next, a youth 
With locks as bright as gold; 
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Noble his features were, in sooth ^ 

Though womanly their mould. 
His sword was belted round about 

For sport, apparently; 
And, in the guise of hero stout > 

Some girl resembled he. 

vn. 

But close behind them frithiof goes, 

Wrapp'd in his mantle blue; 
His height a whole head taller rose 

Than that of both the two. 
He stands between the brothers there — 

As though the ripe day stood 
Atween young morning rosy-fair. 

And night within the wood. 

VIII. 

*My children', saith the dim-eyed King, 

*Soon sets my Ev'ning's sun; 
Govern the realm in peace, nor bring 

Discord mid Union. 
For Union all in one enfolds; 

The Ring she likens most 
Which grasps the lance; — where no ring holds 

The lance's strength is lost, 

IX. 

*Let Force stand, like a sentinel. 

Before the country's gate; 
Let Peace within the hedg'd land dwell. 

Blooming and consecrate. 
The sword defence alone should yield. 

Else is its steel too hard; 
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Forg'd for a padlock was the Shield , 
The peasant^s bam to guard, 

X. 

*His own good land who'd fain oppress — 

Is but a simple man; 
For Kings can do, as all confess. 

But what their People can. 
When , on the rocky mountain's side , 

The sapless trunk is dead, — 
The thick-leav'd crown that was its pride 

Soon, too, is withered. 

XI. 

*0n pillars four of up-heap'd stone 

Stands high Heav'ns lofty round; 
The throne can only rest upon 

Just Laws' all-holy ground. 
When Diets sanction fear'd Kings' wrongs. 

Stands ruin near at hand; 
But glory to the King belongs. 

And good unto his land. 

XII. 

*Full well in Disarsal reside 

The Gods, o iielge; but 
Not as weak snails, that still abide 

Within their shells close shut; — 
Far as bright day-light shines on high. 

Far as the voice can sound. 
Far as man's thought can upward fly, — 

The Mighty Gods are found! 
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XIII. 

*How oft, in lungs of offer d hawk , 

Stand faithless token-signs! 
And falsely many a rune doth talk. 

Though deeply-grav*d the lines : 
But, HELGB, on a heart v/hose lore 

Is sound, glad, upright, just — 
Has ODEN written runes all o'er 

Which gods and men may trust. 

XIV. 

*Firm but not harsh , my son , — let Might 

The touch of Mercy feci ; 
For sword that bends the most, will bite 

Most sharply on the steel. 
Know, HELGE, it becomes a King 

Gentle to be, though bold, 
As flow'rs adorn the Shield; — soft Spring 

Brings more than Winter-cold. 

XV. 

'A friendless Chief, however fear* d 

However bright his day, 
Dies like a trunk in deserts rear'd. 

Its bark all peel'd away ; 
But whoso claims fast faithfiU friends — 

Grows like the woodland tree , 
Round whose deep roots the streamlet wends. 

Whose branches shelter d be. 

XVI. 

*Boast not the fame thy dead Sires gaiu'd , 
Each hath his own, no more; 
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Hast thou to bend the bow vain strained — 
The bow's not thine, give o'er. 

What wilt thou \vith that bright esteem 
Which down i'th' grave doth sleep? 

With own fierce waves, the rushing stream 
Flows onward through the deep. 

XVII. 

*Thou, HALFDAN, hear! — A pleasant wit 

Is wise men's profiting; 
But idle talk can none befit. 

And least of all a King; 
Mere honey can no mead afford , 

With hops 'tis brew'd alway; — 
Put steel, young man! into thy sword. 

Put earnest in thy play! 

xvni. 

•Too much good sense none ever show^ 

However wise it fall — 
But little' enough full many know. 

Who have no wit at all. 
An ignorant guest is but despis'd. 

Though seated on the dais; 
But clever men's discourse is pris'd. 

However low their place. 

XIX. 

^Thy true-fast friend is close at hand, 

'I'hy fostcrbrother dear. 
Although, to reach his wclc'ming land, 

Thi* roiid ho not iio near. 
Iliil. ttAI.H)A^r• fdr ciiioukIi nway 

'I'llrtI IMAMfiiMM |M'MVli|l to hv, — 
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Be short the journey as it may, — 
Which holds an enemy. 

XX. 

'Let not a forward man be made 

Thy bosom-counselor; 
An empty house stands wide displayed, 

Barr'd is the rich man's door. 
Choose one; unnecessary 'tis 

To seek a second friend j 
And the world's secret, IIALFDAN, is. 

What with the third should end!' — 

XXI. 

Then upstood thorsten, and began 

In words like these to speak: 
*Not thus , alone , King bele can 

oden's Valhalla seek. 
Together have we shar'd, o King! 

The changing scenes of life, — 
And Death, I hope, will never bring 

Occasion for our strife! 

XXII. 

*01d Age, son frithiof, in mine ear 

Full many a warning speech 
Hath whisper'd soft; list now, and hear 

What wisdom they can teach, 
r ih' North-land ODEn's birds sweep down 

On cairn and hero-mound ; 
On ihc'old man's lips, — ah! sweet renown. 

Sit wise words, thoughts profound! 
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XXIII. 

*And first, the High Gods reverence! 

For good and evil come. 
Like storm and sunshine, not from hence. 

But Valhall's shining home; 
The heart's most secret vaults they see, 

Though clos'd with fastenings strong. 
And long years' penance shall there be 

For but one moment's wrong. 

XXIV. 

*Obey the King. With force and skill 

Shall one the sceptre sway ; 
With stars dim Night the sky may fill. 

But one eye hath bright Day. 
Willing the better man will pledge 

The best, glad praise his deeds; — 
The sword not only wants an edge, 

A good hilt, too, it needs. 

XXV. 

•fritiiiof, great strength the Gods bestow, — 

And good it is, my son! 
But, without wit, mere force we know 

Is soon out-spent and done. 
By one man slain — the bear can wield 

Twelve men's strength, in his paw; — 
Yes! 'gainst the sword-thrust's held the shield, 

'Gainst violence — the Law! 

XXVI. 

*By few the haughty chief is fear'd , 
Hated he is by all; 
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And arrogance, by few rever'd. 

Is father to a fall. 
How many have I seen high soar — 

Now on a crutch bent low; — 
Seasons, not men, the harvest pour, 

And Heav'n's winds fortune blow. 

XXVIL 

*When down the setting sun hath sunk — 

Then, frithiof, praise the day; 
Ale may be prais'd , too — when 'tis drunk ; 

And — follow'd — counsel may. 
Fond youth on many things for aid 

Will trust itself, indeed; 
But battle proves the keen sword-blade, 

And want, a friend in need! 

XXVIII. 

Trust not to night-old ice, or snow 

Which some spring-day may see, 
Or slumbnng snakes, or words that flow 

Frae th'girl upon thy knee; 
For, on a wheel that nothing stills. 

Is turn'd fair Woman's breast, 
And *neath those soft white lily-hills 

Inconstancy doth rest! 

XXIX. 

*Dowu to the grave thyself must go , 

And what thou hast, away; 
But one thing, frithiof, well I know 

Which never can decay, — 
That is , the' unchanging doom decreed 

To cv'ry dead man's Spright; — 



^ 
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Will, therefore, ev'ry noble deed. 
And do thou ev'ry right!' — 

XXX. 

His warnings thus gave hoary age 

In bele's Kingly Hall, 
As since the Scald whose warnings sage 

Yet sound in Havamal; 
From race to race the Proverbs go 

In pithy sentence forth, — 
And deeply, from the tomb below. 

Yet whisper in the North. 

XXXI. 

Thereafter talk'd the Heroes both. 

In many a heartfelt tone. 
Of their long friendship's faithful troth 

Through all the Northland known, — 
And how their truefast union, 

In weal and woe the same , 
(Like two hands firmly grasp'd in one) 

More tight-knit, still, became. 

XXXII. 

*Our arms, my Son, in danger's path 

We back to back did wield; 
However, then, came norna's wrath. 

Still struck she 'gainst the shield. 
Before you now, with years bow'd down, 

Wc two to Yalhall wend; — 
But may our spirits, yc children! crown 

Each wish, — each step attend!' 
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XXXIIL 

And much and long the King talked o'er 

The brave young frithiof's worth. 
And warrior-might, which alway more 

Was priz'd than Royal Birth; — 
And much and long doth thorsten praise 

The Northland's high-fam'd Kings, 
And all that glorious fame whose blaze 

From the' ASAR-Heroes springs. — 

XXXIV. 

*And now, together as one man 

Hold fast, ye children three! 
Your oveiinatch, — that know I — can 

Our Northland never see! 
For strength, to Kingly rank and blood 

Indissolubly bound. 
Is like the darkblue steel-rim good 

Which flows the gold-shield round. 

XXXV. 

*My last salute fail not to tell 

ing'borg, that rose fresh-blown; 
In peace, as it became her well. 

Her lovely form hath grown. 
Hedge round the Fair; let no Storm-wind 

Come down, in evil hour. 
And to his helmet-bonnet bind 

My tender blooming flow'r! 

XXXVI. 

*HELGE ! be thou her guardian , 
Thyself her father prove ! 
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ing'borg, my child, my dearest one 

Oh! like a father love. 
Constraint revolts the gen'rous soul, 

But, HELGE, softness leads 
Woman and man to Virtue's goal — 

Just thoughts and noble deeds! 

xxxvn. 

•Beneath two Barrows, in the earth. 

Lay us, ye children dear! 
One on each side the billowy firth. 

Whose murmurs we may hear. 
For pleasant to the Hero's Ghost 

Resounds the sea*s low song ; 
Like soft sad Drapas on the coast. 

The wavelets roll along. 

xxxvm. 

'Pouring pale splendours round the hill. 

When bright the moon hath shone; 
And midnight dews, all calm and stilly 

Fall on the Bauta-stone ; — 
Then shall we sit, o THORSTEN, there 

On our green Cairns so round 
And, o'er the waters' rush, declare 

How coming fates astound! 

XXXIX. 

*And now , ye Sons , farewell ! farewell ! 

Hither no more draw nigh. 
With great Allfatiier shall we dwell; — 

We long to be on high. 
Like as the wearied flood-streams long 

To reach wide ocean's deep. — 
And now, frey guard you, sons, from wrong, . 

TiiOR bless, and oden keep!' 
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Argument. 

In the beautiful Hexameters of his third Canto the Author, 
like another homer working up the ^^rhapsodies'" of national 
tradition^ paints with a bold and yet elegant simplicity the 
picturesque manners of an age remarkably Homeric in its barbaric 
civilization and its pirate independence. 

On the death of his father frithiof succeeds to his lands , 
wealth, and Hall, which is described at large. Then follows a 
detailed History of his three principal valuables — angurvadel 
his falchion, — his arm-ring the famous, — and his war-ship, 
ELLiDA, the gift of the Sea-god! 

Assembling his friends and retainers, the young Hero 
pledges them at the Grave-ale (funeral banquet) of the Deceased , 
and then, in the midst of the applause of the Scalds, steps into 
the vacant ^seat of his father, now his/ 

English Hexameter verse is so uncommon, and its laws 
so uncertain, — that we are afraid we have trespassed rather 
too largely on the patience and good humour of the reader by 
presenting him with the following "attempt." The "attempt" 
however, was worth while. We need hardly add that, in 
English, tone accent and emphasis must be our guide in con- 
structing the Hexameter — rather than syllabic quantity, of 
which we have so little that is absolutely determined. So far 
as its comparative novelty would admit , the Translator has aimed 
at a natural and national verse, differing from the strictly 
classical Germanic Hexameter on the one hand, and the loose 
unequal Hexameter of Southey on the other. — How far he has 
succeeded — is another question! 
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Ooft, now, in th'earlh were laid ag'd THORSTEN and BELE 

his sovereign 
Where they themselves had bidd'n; one on each side the 

firth rose their barrows. 
Shielding beneath their round two breasts, now death- 

sunder* d ever. 
IIALFDAN and HELGE then, as the People decreed, were 

successors 
After their sire in the realm; but FRITHIOP divided with 



no one; 



Peaceful he heird, sole son to his father, and settled in 

Framnas. 

Far to the right, and the left, and behind his homestead 

ascended 

Hills and low vallics and rocks , — but its fourth side fronted 

the ocean. 

Forests of birch crown*d the mountain-tops, while their 

sides smoothly sloping 

Flourish'd with golden corn, and with man-high bright- 
waving rye-crops. 
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Lakes full many their glitt'ring mirrors held to the 

mountain , 
Held to the woods, too, above, — in whose depths had 

high-branching elk-deer 
Range as they royally trod, or drank of a hundred fresh 

streamlets. 
Pasturing Herds were seen in the vallies, cropping the 

green-sward , 
Or with sleek sides standing, and bags which long'd for 

the milk-pail. 
*Mid them were spread, here and there o'er the meadows, 

white-woolly sheep-flocks, — 
Wand'ring careless and free; as, (when soft winds herald 

the Spring-time,) 
Heav'n's blue vault small far-scatter'd cloudlets flockwise 

besprinkle. 
Rang'd in their stalls , like winds close-fetter d , and proud 

and impatient^ 
Pawing there stood twice twelve chain'd coursers, sweet- 
grasses champing; 
EjQOtted with red were their manes , and their hoofs shone 

brightly with steel-shoes. 
Wide, and a House by itself, was the Drinking-Hall, built 

of tough heart-fir; 
Not five hundred men, (though ten twelves went to the 

hundred), 
Fiird that spacious Hall, when at Yule they gather d to 

banquet. 
Right through the HalFs whole length ran the Roard, of 

scarlet-oak timbers, 
Polish'd and bright like steel; the two High-seat pillars of 

honour 
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Stood at its apper end, God-shapes both carv*d from hard 

elm- wood, — 
ODEN with lordlike features, and FREY with the sun on 

his bonnet. 
Lately, — between them, thron'don his bear-hide (th' hide 

was all coal-black. 
Red like to scarlet its jaws, bat the sharp claws shodded 

with silver,) — 
THORSTEN sat there mong his friends. Hospitality sitting 

with Gladness! 
Oft, while the Moon flew along through the sky, the'old 

Chief would tell, cheerly. 
Marvels which out in strange lands he had seen, and his 

Vikinga-rovings 
Far o'er the Baltics waves, and the Western seas, and in 

Gandvik. 
Mute sat the listening guests, their looks firm fixing on 

the*old man's 
Lips, like the bee on its rose; but the Scald thought, 

silent, on brage 
As, with silvery beard and runes on his tongue, he sits 

calmly 
Telling, beneath some thick-spreading beech-tree, a Saga by 

mimer's 
Fount whose waves ever murmur , himself a Saga undying. 
Midst on the straw-strewn floor, shot the fire-flame cease- 
lessly upwards. 
Glad in its stone-walFd hearth ; while down through the 

wide-stretching chimney 
Hca\'nly friends, blue-twinkling stars, glanc'd bright on 

the Hall-guests. 
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But, round the wall, on nails of hard steel, all in rows 

were suspended 
Helmet and mail alternate , — while here and there from 

among them 
Lightened a sword , as in Winter-ev'nings a shooting-star 

light'neth. 
Yet, more bright than or helmet or sword, in the Hall 

shone the war-shields. 
Clear as the Sun's bright orb or the pale moon*s silvery 

surface. 
Went there at times a fair maid round the board, upfilling 

the mead-horns, — 
Blush'd she with down-cast eyne , — in the mirrowing shield 

her image , 
Even as she, blush'd too; — how it gladded the deep- 
drinking champions! 

Rich was the House ; wherever thou lookedst , still met 

thy gazings 
Close-fill'd cellars , and crowded presses, and well-victuaU'd 

store-rooms. 
Many a jewel there, too, was hidden, the booty of conquest, 
Gold carv'd o'er with runes, and silver artfully graven. 
Three things yet, among all this wealth, most precious 

wei'e valued. 
First of the three, that sword which from father to son 

went an heir-loom; 
Angurvadel the brand was hight, and the brother of 

lightning. 
Forg'd had it been in some Eastern land, (saith ancient 

tradition,) 
Harden'd in Dwarf-fires red; and at first BJdRN blaTAND 

had borne it. 
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BJdRN, natUess, both the Sword and his life lost soon at 

one venture, — 
Southward in Groningasund , when he fought gainst the 

powerful VIFELL. 

VlFELL had but one son, hight viking. — Now, old and 

decrepid , 
Dwelt there at UUeraker a King with a fair- blooming 

daughter. 
Just thereupon, from the woods' deep shades, came a grim- 
looking Giant, 
Taller by far than other men, and all hairy and savage; 
Fierce from the' old Chief, then he combat claims , or his 

daughter and kingdom » 
None could accept his challenge, for steel was not in the 

country 
Edg'd that it bit on his iron -hard skull; so they nam'd 

him GRIM IRON -head! 
VIKING alone , who his fifteenth winter newly had finish'd, 
Brav'd the wild foe -^ on his Arm and Angurvadel de* 

pending: 
Then, at one blow, he the foul fiend clave, and the Fair 

One deliver'd. 
VlKiNG to THORSTEN, his Son, this Falchion gave ; and from 

THORSTEN 

Went it to FRITHIOF, his heir; when in wide Hall drawn — 

it glitter'd 
Like quick lightning-flash therethrough, or a sky-streaming 

Northlight. 
IlammerM gold was the hilt, but the blade was cover'd 

with runics. 

Wonderful , all unknown in the North , but known at the 

Sun's Gates — 

3 
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There, where our fathers dwelt, till the' ASAR led them up 

hither. 
Dead-pale flicker d those runes, when blest Peace rul'd in 

the country; 
But, should HiLDUR begin Her sport, then bum'd ev'ry 

letter 
Red as the comb of the fighting- Cock: quick lost was that 

Hero 
Meeting in battle's night that blade high-flaming with runics. 
Widely renown'd was this Sword, of swords most choice 

in the Northland! 

Next most precious in price was an Armring, all 

over famous; 
Forg'd by the halting VAULUND 'twas, the'old North-Story's 

VULCAN. 

Three full marks weigh'd the Ring, and of pure gold VAU- 
LUND had wrought it. 

Heav'n was grav'd thereupon, with the twelve raMORTALs' 

strong castles — 

Signs of the changing Months , but the Scald had Sun- 
Houses nam'd them. 

Alfhem there was beheld, fret's Castle; the Sun 'tis 

who, new-born, 

Heav'n's steep heights slow 'ginneth to climb, uprising at 

Yule-time. 

Soquaback also was there; in its Hall sat ODEN with SAGA 

Drinking his wine from a golden bowl; that bowl is wide 

Ocean 

Tinted with gold froni Morn's red beams; but SAGA the 

Spring is 

Trac'd on the green-blooming plains with flow'rets, 'stead 

of with rune -marks. 
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BALDBR was also there on his throne, hot Midsummer*s 

Sun, which 
Down from the firmament pours rich beamings, of Good' 

ness the token; — 
For in all Good is streaming light, but Evil is darkness. 
Alway to tread , tires the Sun in Her course ; and good- 
ness is like Her, — 
Soon turning giddy at such far heights; with a sigh both, 

wearied , 
Sink to the Land of the Shades, hel's Home : *tis balder 

on Death -Pile. 
There, too, saw one the Peace-fort, glitner, where FOR- 

set' the' Appeaser 
Balance in hand grave sat, — the' Assize -and -Autumn 

Judge faultless. 
These fair signs, and many thereto (Light's conflicts betoke- 
ning 
Far o*er the sky's arch'd vault, and in each man's breast 

when he museth) 
The' Artist had carv'd on the Ring, while a splendid firm- 

claspiug Ruby 
Crown'd its embracing round — as the bright Sun crowneth 

her Heaven. 
Long this Ring had an heir-loom been, for the race reach'd, 

backward , 
Though by the Mother's side, great VAULUND rcckon'd its 

Founder. 
Yet was this jewel once carried off by sote, the Pirate, — 
Who, o'er the North Seas, pillaging rov'd , but afterward 

vanish'd. 
Fame gave out, at the last, that sote had buried in Bret'- 

land 
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Ship and rich goods and live Self on the coast, in his 

waird-about BaiTOw; 
But no rest found he there, and his Cairn was ceaselessly 

haunted. 
TIIORSTEN, also, that rumour had heard and withfiELE, 

his friend-chief, 
Climb'd his good Dragon -Ship, salt billows clove and 

steer'd to the cairn - strand* j 

Wide as a Temple's arch, or some Palace, finnly im- 
bedded 
'Mong hard gravel and verdant turf, upheap'd was the 

Grave -mound* 
Light from its >depths shone out; through a chink of the 

doorway in -gazing, 
Saw those champions the Viking- ship well-pitch'd and 

well fasten'd — 
Anchors and yards and masts still secure; but a figure ^11 

grisly 
High on the stem was sitting, a blue -flame mantle about 

him. 
Dreadful and grim, fierce - scour'd he the blood- stain*d 

blade he had wielded. 
Yet could not its stains scour away; all the gold he had 

plunder'd 
Lay heap*d up and about; himself on his arm bare the 

Bracelet. 
*Now', whisper d bele, 'We'll straight go down and fight 

with the goblin. 
Two against one Fii'e-spirit ! — But half-wroth answer'd him 

thorsten , 
*One 'gainst one was the use of our Fathers; alone will 

I fight him!' 
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Long was it now conlended, which of the two should en- 
counter 

First that perilous foe ; till at last took bele his steel-helm. 

Shook two lots, and decided the quarrel. Glimmering 

star-light 

Show'd his lot to brave thorsten again. At one blow of 

his iron -lance 

Locks and strong bolts gave way. — If a champion ques- 
tioned him ever 

Wliat in that night -gloomy deep he'd seen — he silent- 
ly shudder'd. 

Chauntings wild heard bele first, most like to a Spell- 
song; 

Then came loud -clashing sounds, as of swords cross'd 

fiercely in conflict; 

Lastly a horrible scream. — Then was silence. — Out 

tOtter'd THORSTEN 

Stagg'ring, pale, and confus'd, — for with Death, demon- 
Death, had he battled. 

The'Armring yet grasp'd he tight; — "Tis dear-bought' — 

often observ'd he ; 

'Once, but once, in my life I've trembled; 'twas — when 

I took it!' 

Widely renown'd was that Gem, of gems most choice in 

the North- Land. 

Lastly; the swift-wing'd ellida rank'd 'mong the fa- 
mily-treasures. 
VIKING, 'twas said, as he homeward return'd from a far- 
stretching foray. 
Sailing along his coasts one day, saw a man on a shipwTeck 
Who yet merrily swung up and down , as sporting with 

Ocean. 
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Tall was the man, aiul noblj form'd, and his features 



were open. 



Glad 9 and yet changeable, just like the Sea when it plays 

in the sunshine. 
Blue was his Mantle; of gold his belt set about with red corals ; 
White like to wave -foam flow'd his beards but his hair 

floated sea-green. 
VIKING right to the spot steers his Snail, and rescues 

him helpless; 
Home to his Halls then led he him shivering, and feasted 

him nobly. 
Yet, when his Host bade him sleep in peace, light- smil- 
ing he answer'd, — 
Tair is the wind and my Ship, as thou saw^st, is not to 

be slighted ; 
Full this night some hundreds of miles, hope I well to sail 

forward. 
Thanks, nathless, for thine offer; 'tis well-meant; — would 

that I only 
Had some keepsake to give; — but my wealth lies deep 

'mong the sea -waves. 
Yet on the shore some present, perchance, thoult find 

in the morning.' — 
There by day-break was viking, when lo! like a sea-eagle 

darting 
Fierce on his prey through the air, flew a Dragon- ship 

right in the haven! 
None on board could be seen , not ev'n could a steersman 

be notic'd. 
Yet trac'd the rudder its winding path 'mong the cliffs and 

sunk shoal -rocks — 
Just as some Spirit had dwelt therein. As it ncar'd the 

smooth beech -sand 




39 

Reev*d of itself was the sail, no mortal touching the canvass; 
Down to the bottom, too, sank the hook*d anchor, OceanV 

sands biting! 
Mute stood VIKING and gaz'd ; — but then sang the fresh- 
sporting billows, — 
•Agir, the Rescued, forgets not his debt. See! he gives 

thee yon Dragon!' 
Royal the present was; for the ' oak-beams, gently-inbending, 
Joiu'd were not, as is wont in a ship, — but had grown 

altogether. 
Dragon-shap'd it lay on the sea; full high o'er the waters 
Rose its proud head, while its wide throat flam'd, with 

red gold thickly cover'd. 
Speckled wth yellow and blue was the belly; but back, 

towards the inidder, 
Curv'd its strong -knit tail, in a ring all scaly with silver. 
Black were its wings, with edgings of gold; when each 

one was full-stretch'd — 
Flew She with th' whistling Storm for a wager; — but 

the' eagle came after! — 
Saw'st thou the vessel, with arm'd men filFd — thou 

straightway had'st fancied 
Some King's City was floating past, or some quick -s^vim- 

ming fortress. 
Widely renown'd was this Ship, of ships most choice in the 

Northland! — 

These, and yet more thereto, young frithiof lieir'd 

from his Father. 
Scarce through the North was there found an Inheritance 

richer or larger. 
Kings' Sons' only excepted, — for Kings arc still the most 

mighty. 






40 

Yet, thougli not a King's Son, was his Temper kingly by 

nature — 
Friendly , and noble , and gentle ; thus daily grew he more 

famous. 
Champions twelve, too, had he — grey-hair'd, and princes 

in exploits — 
Comrades his Father had lov'd, steel-breasted and scarr'd 

o'er the forehead. 
Last on the Champions' bench, equal-ag'd with FRITHIOF, 

a stripling 
Sat, like a rose among witherd leaves; BJdRN, call'd they 

the Hero — 
Glad as a child , but firm like a man , and yet wise as 

a grey -beard! 
Up with FRITHIOF he'd grown; they had mingled blood 

with each other. 
Foster-brothers in Northman wise; and they swore to 

continue 
Steadfast in weal and woe , each other revenging in battle. 
Now 'mong his Champions and crowding Guests who had 

come to the Grave -Feast — 
FRITHIOF, a sorrowful host, (his eyes full of fast -falling 

tear - drops) 
Drank, as his Sires had before, — 'to his Father's mem'ry' — ; 

and thoughtful 
Lists to the Song of the Scalds in his praise — their loud- 

thund'ring Drapa. 
Then to his Fathers Seat, now his own, stepp'd he boldly, 

and sat him 
Down mid its ODEN and frey; — that is tHOR's own 

place up in VALHALL ! 



CANTO IT. 



frithiifts €0uttship. 



Argument. 

There is an abrupt though harmonious sentcntiousness in 
this Canto, exceedingly well adapted to the gloomy and forebo- 
ding incidents it describes. 

FRiTiiiOF is love -sick. Ho invites the brother- kings to his 
Halls, hoping that 'their Sister the fair' will not be left behind. 
— Nor is he disappointed; but the meeting is short, and he is 
again left to loneliness and despair. The Courier -dove which 
he sends returns not, and — roused from his dreamy inaction 
by the reproaches of bjOrn — ho casts off the moorings of 
ELLiDA, and sweeps over the firth to the Courts of tlio Princes. 
He (dances to find them distributing justice to the People, and 
embraces the opportunity to declare his passion for ingeborg, 
and to demand her hand. 

HELGE, with many biting taunts, insultingly refuses her — 
whereupon the bold Suitor, in a tempest of ungovernable but 
noble indignation , cleaves in two the Shield instead of the skull 
of the royal tyrant, and 

'Homeward returneth o'er dark -blue waters.' 
The two last lines of every stanza end in feminine rhymes 
in the Original. 



LC»^<1^- 
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CANTO IV. 



JFvittfioV» eourt0|^ip. 



I. 

lliglit well peals the Song in tlic Chieftain's Hall, 
And Scalds the high deeds of his Sires recall: 
But that Song cheereth 
Not FRITHIOF; he heeds not the Scald nor heareth! 

n. 

And the'Earth is once more clad in waving green. 
O'er the Seas Dragons swimming again are seen; — 
But War's Son wanders' 
Thro' deep woods, and sad on the pale Moon ponders. 

m. 

Yet late was he happy — so happy, so glad — 

For cheerful King HAX.FDAN as guest he had. 

And HELGE glooming, — 

And with them their Sister brought they, the blooming. 

IV. 

He sat by her side, gently pressing Her hand, — 
A pressure at times felt he back, warm and bland ; — 
And still, enchanted. 
Saw features so dear, so noble, so vaunted! 
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V. 

Of those joyous days spoke they long, with delight. 
When Morning's fresh dews still on life glittcr'd bright ; 
Ere Childhood closes 
On scenes, in high souls, still fresh like group'd roses. 

VI. 

She playful salutes Him from dale and from park. 
From the names which grew on the bijxh-tree's bark. 
And thence where flourish 
(On the green hill planted) the'oaks Heroes nourish. 

vn. 

* Over -pleasant the Palace now scarce could appear. 
For HAI.FDAN was childish, and hiblge severe; ■— 
Those two kingly heirs 
They listen to nothing but praises and pray'rs, 

vni. 

*And Friend found she none (here she blush'dlikc a rose). 
With whom her sad heart could its plaints repose; 
The King's Halls compare 
To hilding's free vallies, — how stifling they were! 

IX. 

*And the Doves they had tam'd and fed day by day 
Had fled, frighten'd off by the hawk, far away; — 
All are bereft me, 
But one pair alone; — take one of those left me I 

X. 

^Home, doubtless, again the sweet bird will fly, — 
Sure longs she, like others, her Friend to be nigh; 
Runes kindly tender 
Bind fast 'neath her wing; none marketh tlie Sender!' 
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XI. 
So sat they, close whisp'ring the whole day through. 
Still whispVing as close when towards Evmng it grew; 
When Spring's day dieth — 
So, whisper'd 'mong green Limes, its soft breath sigheth. 

xn. 

But now is She absent; and frithiof's light heart 
Is absent with Her ; — His young blood , at the smart. 
Mounts quick to his cheeks. 
And he burns — and signs alway — and never speaks. 

Xin. 

His sorrow, his grievings, he wrote by the Dove, 
And glad sped she off with the letter of love ; — 
Alas! she never 
Came back; from her Mate she would not sever. 

XIV. 

But BJoRN was notpleas'd with such trifling as this; — 

*What is there', cried he, *our young Eagle amiss? — 

So silent, so tam'd — 

Has its breast been pierc'd through, or its strong wing 

lam^d? 
XV. 

*\Vhat wilt thou? — For have we not more than we need 
Of rich yellow bacon, and brown -foaming mead? 
And Bards, too, many 
Drawl rhymes night and day, if thou lackest any. — 

XVI. 



4»T^: 



Tis true — thy good Courser paws fierce in his stall, — 
And for prey, for his prey, screams the Falcon's wild call. 
But FRiTiliOF getteth 
Up cloudward to hunt, and sad- pining frcltcth. 
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xvn. 

^ELLroA, too, now has no sport on the sea; 
How ceaseless her cable she jerks to get free. — 
ellida! still thee; 
FRITHIOF, the peaceful, no war- sport vail thee! 

xvin. 

*Who dies in his bed also dies; ere 'tis past, — 
My good spear, like oden's, shall carve me at last. 
That cannot fail us; 
HELA, the blue -white, ynll welcome and hail us!' — 

XDL. 

Then frithiof his Dragon's tight moorings set free. 
And the sails fill'd fast, loud snorted the sea: 
Right over the bay. 

To the King's Sons steer'd He his course through the 

spray. 

On bele's Cairn sitting the Kings he saw. 

Their People they hear'd and judg'd after law; 

But FRITHIOF speaks out 

With voice that is heard hills and dales round about: 

*Fair ing'borg , ye Kings ! right dear is to me ! 
I ask her now from you, my own Bride to be. 
For doubtless, bele. 
Our long- foreseen union had sanction'd freely. 

xxn. 

*He let us grow calmly in hilding's grove. 

Like young trees up-shooting together above ; 

And Love's freja bound 

Their tops, with gold twine rich-encircling them round. 
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•No King was my Sire, not a Jarl, e^*n — 'us time; 
Yet Scald-songs his mem'ry and exploits renew; 
The Rune -stones ^vill tell 
On high-vaulted Cairn what my Race hath done well. 

XXIV. 

•With ease could I win me both empire and land ; — 
But rather I stay on my Forefathers' strand; 
While arms I can wield — 
Both Poverty's hut and King's Palace TU shield. 

XXV. 

'On bele's round Barrow we stand; each word 
In the dark deeps beneath us he hears and has heard; 
With FRITHIOF pleadeth 

The' old Chief in his Cairn: think! your answer thought 

needeth!' — 

XXVI. 

Then helge rose up, and right scornful begun; — 

•Our Sister is not for a Peasant's Son: 

Proud North-Land Chiefs shall 

Dispute, but not thou, for the Daughter of Valhall. 

xxvn. 

•Boast on, that the Northmen their Hero thee style, — 
With hand-strength win men, yriih words women beguile: 
But blood ODEN- sprung 
I never can give to an arrogant tongue! 

XXVIII. 

•My Kingdom requires not thy service; I can 
Protect it myself. — Wouldst thou yet be my man, 
A place I proffer 
'Mong those of my Household, — such can I offer!' — 
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XXIX. 

Til scarcely be thy man'; was frithiof's reply. — 

'Like my Father, a man for myself am I; 

From thy silver slide 

Fly! angurvadel! not a breath may'st thou bide I' — 

XXX. 

The falchion's blue steel in the Sun bright glanc'd. 
And redly the runes on that flame-blade danc'd* — 

*Th0U, ANGURVADEL, 

Thou at* least', said fritiiiof, ^art high-born and noble. 

XXXI. 

'And, but for the peace this Barrow should crown. 
On the spot I'd hew thee. Swarthy - King , down! 
But dear 'twill cost thee, 
Hereafter, too near my good sword to trust thee!' — 

xxxn. 

This said, at one blow clove his Battle-brand keei^ 
Grim helge's gold War-shield, as't hung on the green; 
Its halves straight follow. 

Clashing the Cairn; — that* crash downwards sounds 

hollow, 

xxxin. 

'Well struck ! my good blade ! Lie thou there now, and 

dream 
Of exploits more noble. — Till then hide the gleam 
Of rune - mark'd slaughter ; 
Now Home-ward we'll sail o*er the dark-blue water !' — 



CANTO T. 



^iuQ £litt0^ 



Argument. 

How rich the calm repose fliiDg over the picture with whic 
this Canto opens! — And ring, the wise 

'King of a land like the groves of the Gods', 
KING the chief venerable for his years and his virtues, — i 
how few words does the genius of the Poet give him pos 
session of our hearts! 

This aged Prince, who has lost his Partner and wishe, 
to give ^a Mother to his Country and his Children', hears th( 
fame of ingeborg, that ^slender lily', and requests het from th( 
Brothers as his bride, helge, the cruel Priest -bigot, consult 
entrails and tokens instead of Mature and his Land, and givei 
a decided no! This refusal is rendered stiU more galUsg b] 
an impertinent jest of the giddy halfdan, — and the indignan 
old Monarch prepares for war. 

INGEBORG, the unconsulted plaything of policy and super 
stition, is sent for shelter and* security, to balder's Sanctuary 
where she sits 'weeping her bosom full.' 'It is', adds the Bard 
*dew sprinkling - o'er the lily!' 

In the Original, feminine rhymes close the second and las 
lines of every verse. 



CANTO V. 



Mim ^ms* 



I. 

Jving KING he push'd back his gold chair from the board. 

And his Champions rise 
And Scalds 9 and would hear from the North's fam*d Lord 
His kingly word; — 

Gentle was he as balder, as mimer wise! 

U. 

Like the Gods' own groves, heard his Land no alarm; 

Peace - shadow'd reposes , 
Profan'd by no arms, its green -wood so calm, — 
And hedg'd from harm 

Fresh flourished the grass , their sweets shed the roses* 

m. 

All alone justice sat, at once mild and severe. 

On his Seat of Dooming; 
And Peace paid willing its debt ev'ry year; 
And far and near, 

Bright-wav'd in the Sunshine, gold com -crops were 

blooming. 
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rv. 

The Snails, loo, came swimming, with breasts of black 

And ^vings stretch'd whitely. 
From a hundred coasts, — and from each far track 
Wealth brought they back 

Various and wondrous, as wealth summons lightly. 

V. 

And Peace in his domains and Liberty dwell 

United and glad; 
And all lov'd their Country's Father well, — 
Though each would tell 

At the Diet, unfetter d, what thoughts he had. 

VI. 

Thus peaceful and blest he his Northern throne fills 

For Winters thrice ten; 
And noue ever angry went home to his hills, — 
And nightly thrills 

oden's Hall with his People's benison. 

vn. 

And King ring he push'd back his gold chair firom the board. 

And glad up tread 
Alibis Chiefs, and would hear from the North's fam'd Lord 
His kingly word; — 

But deeply he sigh'd, and then spoke and said: 

VIII. 

*In folkvang's Bow'rs sits my Queen, I know. 

On purple cov'ring. 
But here o'er her dust verdant grasses grow. 
And, by the flow 

Of the stream round her Grave-mound, flow'r- sweets 

are hov'ring. 



53 

IX. 

*No Queen shall I find so good and so fair. 

My Kingdom*s glory; 
VALHAUi's rewards 'mong the Gods she will share; -^ 
But my Country's pray'r 

And my Babes*, for a Mother implore me. 

^King BELE right oft came up to my Hall, 

With Summer's breezes; 
On the daughter he's left my choice doth fall, — 
That Lily tall 

And slender, whose cheek still with Mom's blush 

pleases ! 

XI, 

*'Tis true that she's young; and girlhood, I know. 

Sweet flow'rs most weareth; 
While I'm in my sear leaf, and winters strow 
E'en now their snow 

On the thin-scatter'd locks the King beareth. 

xu.. 

^But, — can She an upright true man love. 

Nor his white hairs reckon , 
And to those dear infants a Mother prove 
Whose own's above, — 

To his throne Autumn then the Spring will beckon! 

xin. 

*Take gold from the vault-rooms, take gems for the Bride, 

From yon strong oak -presses; 
And follow, ye Minstrels , with haipings of pride : — • 
For festive tide. 

And wooing- hour, brage still blesses!' 
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XIV. 

Then out went the youths with glad tumult away, 

With gold and with pray'rs, 
And next came the Harpers in long array 
With chauntings gay. 

And stood before bele's Royal heirs. 

XV. 

Days two, ay! days three, were in wassail spent, — 

The fourth not endeth 
Ere to HELGE they all, on quick answer bent, 
Rose up and went, — 

For each^ longing glances now homeward sendeth. 

XVI, 

Both falchion and horse offers HELGE the King 

r th' Grove leaf-laden — 
VALA and pale priest questioning. 
What best might bring 

Happy fates to his Sister, that fair young maiden! 

xvn. 

But the Lungs, and the Priest, and the VALA show 

That it may not be; — 
Then, scard by the sign, IIELGE bad them go 
With changeless no ! 

For Man must obey, when the Gods decree. 

XVIU. 

But waggish King H.VLFDAN he said with a smile, 

*Farewell to the feast; 
King Grey -beard himself should have ridden a mile, — 
Myself, the while. 

Would the good old man gladly have holp on his 

beast!' 
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XIX. 

Then wroth go the' Envoys with helgb's reply. 

Nor forget the story 
Of halfdan's insult: — ring answers them, dry, 
*We soon shall try 

King Grey -beard's revenge for his glory!' — 

XX. 

His War -shield he struck, as it hung o'er his head 

On th' high-stemm'd Lind: — 
Then swift o'er the billows Dragons tread 
With combs blood -red, 

And helmets fierce nod in the rushing wind. 

XXI. 

And the message of war to King helge flew. 

Who mutter'd grimly, — 
*Hard fight shall we have, for ring's men are not few; 
But shelter due 

My Sister shall find where BALDER stands dimly.' 

xxn. 

All pale sits the Loving- one there, full of woe. 

On the blest dais stilly; 
She brolders in silk and in gold also, 
And tears o'erflow 

Her white -heav'd bosom, — dews so drench the lily! 



-■^^-'^fi 



CANTO TI- 



fvithiof at €hes0. 



ArgumenU 

In this fresh and spirited Chanson, hilding, who is de- 
scribed as coming on the errand of the Princes, finds fritIiiof 
and his Foster-Brother at Chess. To his propositions and obser- 
vations he gets only dubious and emblematic answers, such as 
can apply both lo the game and to hinaself. 

At last, as he is about indignantly to depart, frithiop in- 
forms him, in plain terms, that the Kings who have insulted 
him may help themselves. Hereupon, his Fosterfather retires, 
-— hoping that oden will 'guide every thing to the best!' 



CANTO VI. 



j^ttl^iof at €tfe»»* 



I. 

• 

rSjoRN and FRITHIOF, both contending. 
O'er their splendid board were bending; 
Now on silver squares thick gather. 

Now on gold, the struggling foes: 

Then came hilding, gladly greeted, — 
* Welcome! the High- Chair waits; be seated! 
Drain thy Horn, kind Foster-Father, 

Let our doubtful contest close ! ' — 

n. 

*bele's Sons,' quoth hilding, *send me; 
Arm'd with pray'rs, to thee I wend me. 
Evil tidings round them hover. 

All the land on Thee relies'. — 

Answers frithiof: - — *bj5rn, in danger 
Stands thy King! beware the stranger; 
Yet a Pa^vn can all recover, — 

Pawns were made for sacrifice ! ' — 

in. 

*FRiTHiOF, anger not the Kings so; 
Strong, remember. Eaglets' wings grow. 
Forces ring full well despises 

Conquer yet, oppos'd to thine.' — 
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'bjorn, the foe my Castle craycth! 

But the* attack with ease it braveth; 

Grim and high the lieroe wall rises , 

Bright the Shield- tow'r shines within!' 

IV. 

*ing'borg wastes the day in weeping, — 

Sad, tho* in balder's sacred keeping; 

Tempts not war for Her release, and 

Mourn unheeded Her blue een?' — 

'bjoRN; thou in vain my Queen pursuest. 
She from childhood dearest, truest! 

She's my Game's most darling Piece , and 

Gome what will — Til save my Queen !' 

V. 

*What! not ev'n reply conceded? — 
FRTTHIOF, go I thus Unheeded? 

Till that Child's-play yonder endeth 
Must my suit unheard remain?' — 

FRITHIOF rose, and as he' addresses 

The' old man — kind his hand he presses; — 

^Father! nought my firm soul bendeth. 

Thou hast heard, yet hear again: — 

VI. 

*Yes! my words take back unvamish'd, — 

Deeply they've my honour tamish'd; 

No strong ties to them unite mc. 

Never will I be their man ! ' — 

*Well, in thine own path thou goest; 
I blame not the rage thou showest: 

All for the best guide oden rightly!' — 
So old hilding's answer ran. 



W^iOiT^il^h^'im" 



CANTO VII. 



jVitliitff « Mi00. 



'1 



Argument. 

^Vith a glowing pencil, "dipped in the sun -beams*', anc 
whose rich w^armth and tender elegance remind us of Poets ^ 
Household-Gods, in the South, — tegner, in his VII:th Canto 
rapidly describes the pains and pleasures of the two young Lof 
ers' forbidden meeting within the walls of the White God'f 
Temple. 

As the Night disappears, however, they must part fri 
THiOF and his Beloved first kneel before the Altar of the Divi 
nity, and with a fervent eloquence he plights his troth to Kin( 
bele's Daughter. Then, printing a burning kiss upon her brcp 
and lips, he bids her ^sleep and dream of him', and goes. 

This Canto is pre-eminently distinguished in the Origina 
for purity, softness, and melody of language. 







CANTO vn. 



;^vmi0V» l$K00. 



I. 

JLet bele's Sons at pleasure wander 

From dale to dale for sword and shield; 
Mine get they not, with BALDER yonder 

Is all my world, my battle-field. 
Proud Kings' revenge, — the wide Earth's sadness, 

I there will not look back upon. 
But only drink the Gods' own gladness — 

With ing'borg in sweet union! 

n. 

'Long as day's purple beam abideth 

Which, warm, the Sun on flow'ret show'rs, — 
That rose-stain'd gauze -web like which hideth 

My ing'borg's bosom, world of flow'rs; — 
Consum'd by longings fierce, undying. 

So long I stray upon the strand — 
And with my sharp sword write, deep -sighing. 

That Lov'd one's name upon its sand. 

ni. 

'How ling'ring go the tedious moments! 

Thou delling's Son, why dronest thou? 
hou sure hast seen the groves and mountains. 
The sounds and islands, long ere now! 
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In Western halls dwells no fond maiden 

Who , long since , waits thy dawn above , — 

And then, to thy young breast flies, laden 
Still first still last with tales of love? 

IV. 

'At length, thy toilsome route is over. 

Thou sinkest to thine ocean-bed; 
And Eve, the Gods' glad sports to cover. 

Draws round her curtains rosy -red. 
Earth's streams Love whisper to each other, 

Heav'ns breezes whisper Love's caress; 
Hail! welcome! night, the Gods' own Mother, 

With pearls upon thy bridal dress. 

V. 

*Those high cold Stars, how stilly glide they. 

Fond lover like on silent toe ! 
ellida! fly o'er frith and tide -way. 

Shoot on! blue billow, — faster go! 
The White God's grove-land yonder bloometh. 

To the good Gods our course is bound; 
And 'neath there, balder's Temple gloometh. 

Love's Goddess shelter'd in its round. 

VI. 

•How blest I now the shore am treading! — 

I glad could kiss thee. Earth! — and you. 
Small Flow'rs, the crook'd path quaintly threading 

With white and red — Td glad kiss too ! 
Thou Moon, who thus thy light -floods streamest 

Round grove and temple , cairn and tomb , 
How fair thou sittest there and dreamest. 

Like SAGA in a marriage -room! 
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*My feelings' voice, sweet Brook, who taught thee. 

As with those flow'rs thou whisp'rest low? 
And, Northland's Nightingales, who brought ye, — 

Stol'n from my breast, — that plaintive woe? 
See! Fairies paint with Ev'ning's blushes 

My ing'borg's shape on sky- cloth blue; — 
But envious FREJA forward rushes ,> 

And far hence blows each beauteous hue. 

vm. 

*But fade , and welcome , airy semblance ! 

Here comes Herself, than Hope more fair. 
And faithful as is Youtli's remembrance ; 

She comes — and Love rewards my pray'r! 
Come, dearest! Let these arms enclose thee! — 

Gome to this heart, with Love on fire; 
Come to my breast, and there repose thee. 

My Life's bright star — my Soul's desire! 

IX. 
*Like lily-stalk thy frame is slender. 

Yet like ripe rose-bud full and free; 
As th' Gods' high will Thou'rt pure ; yet tender 

And warm as freja's thought to be ! 
My Fair-One, kiss me! Let .my passion 

Light kindred flamings in thy soul ; — 
Ah! at that kiss, the round Earth's fashion 

Has gone, yon Heav'n's fires cease to roll! 

X. 

'Nay , Love ! No perils here attend us ! 

BJdRN and his Champions, all in arms. 
Stand there below, and would defend us. 

If need were, 'gainst a world's alarms; 
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Myself, how gladly — ihy defender — 
rd fight as now I clasp thee here; 

How bless'd, bright valhall would I enter, -* 
if Thou wert my valkyria! 

XI. 

*Thou whisp'rest *balder', — His wrath fearest; - 

That gentle God all anger flies. 
We Worship here a Lover, dearest! 

Our hearts' love is his sacrifice; 
That God whose brow beams sunshine-splendour. 

Whose faith lasts through Eternity, — 
Was not his love to beauteous NANNA 

As pure, as warm, as mine to thee? 

XII. 

'His Image see ! — ? Himself broods o'er it — 

How mild, how kind, his bright eyes move! 
An ofTring bear I here before it, 

A warm heart full of purest love. 
Come, kneel with me I no altar -incense 

To balder's soul more gi'ateful is 
Than two hearts, vo^ving in his presence 

A mutual faith as true as His I 

xin. 

*To that far Heav'n my Love belongeth 

More than this Earth; ^ receive it then; 
In Heav'n *twas nurtur'd, and it longeth 

To reach its stai'ry home again. 
How bless'd wxre he, already yonder! 

How bless'd who now with thee could die, — 
And, conqu'ring, 'mong the Gods could wander. 

Embracing his pale Maid on high! 
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xiV. 

'Then, when, from Bilver gates outriding, 

Its champions rush*d to War*s fierce glee , — 
Still at thy friendly side abiding 

Should I be found, still gaze on Thee I 
Did valhall's blushing maids round -proffer 

The Mead -Horns, rich with foam of gold, — 
I Thee alone would pledge > Thee offer 

In gentle whispers love untold. 

*A leaf-deck'd Bow'r I there would build us, 

Near some bold headland's dark -blue bay; 
The deep grove*s verdant shades would shield us, 

That grove whose gold -fruit blooms for aye! 
When VALHALL*8 Sun fiam'd up again (and — 

How dear, how lord-like is its glow!) 
Back to the Gods returned we then, and — 

Yet long'd we home again to go! 

XVI. 
*Yes! there Yd croWn with stars far -glancing 

Thy brow and locks of waving light; 
In ^tngolf's Hall I'd lead thee dancing, 

Till rose - red blush'd my lily white ! 
Then, from the mazy course I led thee 

To Love's and Peace's blissful bowV> 
Where silver -bearded BRAGE'd wed thee — 

With bride- songs new each Eve's soft hour. 

xvn. 

*How, through the grove, the Quail is screaming I 
That song is from valhalla's strand. 

How, o'er the sound, the Moon is gleaming! 
He shines from out the Spirits' land. 
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That song, that light, both herald truthful 

A world of love from sorrow free ; 
Ah ! fain I'd see that world so youthful — 
ll With Thee, my in'GEBORG, with thee! 

i xvm. 

' *Nay, weep not! Life as yet red streameth 

Through these full veins. O! weep no more. 

J The dreams that Love and proud Youth dreameth 

J So soon from Earth up Heav'n-ward soar. 

^ Should once half op'd those pretty arms be. 

Once hither lurn'd those loving eyes, — 

, Entranc*d no more, my Maid quick charms me 

Back from the glories of the skies!' - . - - 

XIX. 

*The Lark; hush!' — *No! those light -trill'd numbers 

Some cooing Dove's fond faith exprest; 
In grassy tuft the Lark still slumbers 

Close by its mate, in soft warm nest. 
They, happy they! can love united 

At dawning as at closing day; 
Through Hcav'n's wide space they soar delighted, — 

Not freer, the wings that cleave their way.' - - - - 

XX. 

*See! tliat's the dawn there!' — 'No! dim -streaming 

Some beacon's flame illumes von East. 

* 

We yet can speak our hearts' fond dreaming. 
Not yet dear lovely Night hath ceast. 

O'erslecp thee, golden Star! I pray, nor 
Make haste from thy long sleep to wake; 

For FRITIIIOF may'st thou sleep all day, or — 
If so thou wilt — till RAGNARdK ! 
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XXI. 

*In vain! Fresh dawn- streaks Heav'n discloses, — 

Mom's wind e'en now blows keen and bleak, — 
Already bud those Eastern roses 

Fresh like to those on ing'borg's cheek. 
Hark! sweet that feather'd song -troop twitters. 

Unthinking, in the bright'ning sky; 
Existence moves; the billow glitters, 

And far the shades and lover fly! 

XXII. 

*There comes She now in all Her glory! 

Pardon me, golden Sun, my pray'r; 
I feel, I know, a God's before me, — 

But yet how brilliant, oh! how fair! 
O happy he, who trod unclouded 

And valiant as thou treadest now, — 
And proud and glad his weak life shrouded 

In light and vict'ry, — like as Thou! 

xxm. 

*Behold! — Before thee, god of splendour. 

The fairest stands in all the North! 
Become, bright Sun, Her strong Defender, — 

Thine image She on this green Earth. 
Her soul is pure as thine own lustre ; 

Her eye, like thine own Heav'n, is blue; 
And round her forehead ringlets cluster 

Dyed in thine own dark-golden hue'. - - - - 

XXIV. 
'Farewell, my Dearest! We each other 

Some longer night again shall see. 
Farewell ! — yet one kiss ! Ah ! Another 

On those red lips accord to me ! 
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Sleep now ; and all these scenes dream over 
At midday wake, and faithful tell 

The hours like me. — Regret ihy Lover, 
And burn as I. — Farewell! Farewell!' 



CANTO VIIL 



^itje |lArtitt0. 



Jlrgument. 

T£G^'kR^s Iambics arc remarkably soft and pure. They 
How ill a "silver tide", making "sweet music" as they pass 
away, and with their ^'gentle murmurs" filling the mind with 
sensations of a delightful melancholy. — But he has also known 
how to apply them; they suit the subject, and it suitcth them! 

The curtain of the VIII:th Canto rises, and discovers 
IXGEBORG alone, sitting in the Temple of balder. In a mono- 
logue full of beauty She discovers to us the depth of her affec- 
tion for the Hero of her Choice, the Angel of her Dreams, the 
Ideal of her Imagination. Then, knowing that ho went to de- 
mand her hand publicly in the Diet of her Land, she trem- 
blingly and forebodingly awaits his return and her sentence, de- 
termined to propitiate the offended balder by abiding her Fate, 
even to the sacrifice of her *whole Life's happiness.*' 

He comes, — declares, in a torrent of indignant rage, her 
Brother's second and malignant refusal on the ground of his hav- 
ing violated the White God's Sanctuary, and explains that he 
has been in consequence condemned by the *crowned hypocrite' to 
cross the Ocean and compel angantyr to make good his omit- 
ted tribute, — under pain of banishment and outlawry. He 
then, in a magnificent outburst of impassioned tenderness, be- 
seeches his dear maiden — to abandon a country so unjust, and 
seek a fairer Homo in the verdant Paradise of Greece! This 
proposal, as we might expect from her feminine and delicate 
softness and passive enduringness of character, she at once 
refuses. — A lovers' quarrel ensues; but, comprehending the 
sublime severity of her motives and touched by the despair of 
her grief, frithiof acknowledges his hastiness, prays her par- 
don, renews his assurances of hopeful and tender attachment, 
— and presents her with his shining Arm -Ring, on whose 
wonderful Almanac as it clasps her arm 'like glow-worm circling 
lily -stalk', she may reckon the tedious Months of 'slow-^ingd 
sorrow' till her Chief's return! 



CANTO vni 



€tft i^arttng. 



INGEBORG. 
'it dawns already'; — and still is FRITIIIOF absent! 
Yet yester-sun beheld the Ting proclaim'd 
On bele's Cairn: that spot was chosen well. 
For there his Daughters fate should be determin'd! 
How many fond entreaties hath it cost me. 
How many tears, (by freja all up-reckon'd!) 
Hate's icy wall to melt round frithiof's heart. 
And tempt the promise from that proud One's mouth. 
Again to stretch his hand in reconcilement! — 
Severe, alas, is Man! and for his glory 
(For so he calls his pride) but little recketh 
If, rudely stepping, he should trample down 
A faithful heart or two, all bruis'd and broken. 
Yes! clinging to his breast, weak fragile Woman 
Some moss-plant likens, whose pale tints creep o'er 
The hard bare rock, and there unseen unmark'd 
Her painful hold scarce keeps of granite cliff. 
Nurtured — sad food! by Night's slow -falling tears! 

*My fate, then, yesterday was fix'd for ever, 
And o'er it Ev'ning's sun hath set already. 
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Bui FRITHIOF comes not! All those pale stars yonder 
Arc one by one expiring, and are gone; 
And, with each single star that morning quenches, 
A hope my breast had niu'tur'd dies away. 
But, ah! why hope I longer? VALHALl's Gods 
Love me not now, for I have anger'd them. 
The lofty balder, in whose shade I shelter. 
Is injur'd, — for a passion earthly, human. 
Can ne'er be pure enough for Gods to look on! 
No ! never dare this world's vain joys intrude 
Beneath those arches, where the reverend 
And high Superior Pow'rs have fix'd their dwelling. 
And yet my fault is — what? — In Virgin Love 
\Mial is't, that tender gentle God displeases? — 
As urda's chrystal wave is't not all pure. 
And innocent as gefion's Morning- di'camings? 
Through Heav'n advancing, yonder high-born Sun 
Her pure eye turns not from two loving hearts; 
And Day's sad >vidow, starry Night, with joy 
Listens, 'mid all her mourning, to their oaths; 
Ah! how can Innocence beneath Heav'n's vault 
Be construed Crime beneath these Temple-arches? 
'Tis true, I frithiof love! Yes! long as Mem'ry 
Can stretch her records, have I lov'd but Him : 
The Twin of my e3dstence is this feeling, 
I know not its conmiencement , nor can once 
Conceive the' idea that it hath not been so! — 
The rip'ning fruit about its kernel sitteth. 
And round its substance grows its bowl of gold 
Maturing slowly in the summer- sun; — 
I so have grown around that kernel - feeling 
\Miilc rip'ning up to Woman, and my Life 
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Is only the' outward shell of my aiTection. 

Forgive me, balder! with a faithful heart 

Thy Halls I enter'd, and when thence I go 

Still faithful is it: Yes! it follows me 

When bifrost's bridge I traverse, boldly treading 

With all my Love before the Gods of valhall. 

Bright shields his mirrors, shall He there stand forth 

An ASA -Son as they, and with dove -wings 

Unfetter d take his course to whence He came — 

The blue eternal space allfather's bosom 

For ever shelters. — Nay, why frownest thou? 

Why darkens balder*s brow 'mid Morn's fresh dawning? 

In these my veins, as in thine own, red rushes 

Old oden's blood; what wilt thou then, my Kinsman? 

My Love I cannot, will not, sacrifice. 

For know, God! that thy lofty Heav'n 'tis worthy. — 

But all my Being's bliss I well can offer, 

I that can cast far from me, as a Queen 

Her royal robes throws -by and doffs her state — 

Nathless a Queen as ever! — Yes, 'tis done! 

Never, O lofty VALIIALL, need'st thou blush 

To own thy Cousin. — I go to meet my fate. 

As to meet his the Hero. — There comes frithiof: 

How wild, how pale. His looks! — 'Tis past, 'tis o'er. 

My wrathful NORNA comes as his attendant! 

Be strong, my Soull Tho' late, yet welcome, frithiof! 

Our fate is iSx'd; upon thy brow 'tis written. 
And all may read it.' 

FRITHIOF. 
'Are not blood -red iiincs 
Garv'd deep too there, — loud- speaking insult, shame. 
Contempt and exile?' 
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INGEBORG. 

*FRiTHiOF, come, bethiuk thee! 
What happen'd tell me; for the worst, long since, 
I darkly boded. — Fm prepar d for all-' 

FRITHIOF. 

^I sought the Diet, gather'd at die Barrow, 
Round whose smooth grassy sides , shield joining shield. 
And sword in hand, our North's brave warriors stood. 
In rings ^dthin each other, till they reach'd 
The Summit. But upon the Judgement -Stone — 
Like some dark thunder- cloud — thy Brother sat. 
That pale bloodman with looks of dusky gloom; 
And near him il\lfdax, that fair full-grown child. 
Was seen, all thoughtless, playing with his sword. 
Then stepp'd I forth and spoke : — 'War stands and strikes 
His glittering shield within thy boundaries; 
Thy realm. King helge, is in jeopardy: 
But give thy Sister, and Til lend mine arm 
Thy guard in battle. It may stead thee well! 
Come! let this grudge between us be forgotten, — 
Unwilling bear I such 'gainst ing'borg's Brother. 
Be counseird. King! be just! and save at once 
Thy golden crown and thy fair Sister's heart! 
Here is my hand: by ASA-THOR I swear 
Never again 'tis stretch'd in reconcilement!* — 
Then rose the Ting tumultuous. Thousand swords 
On thousand shields loud hammer'd deaPning plaudits; 
Up heav'n-ward flew the weapon -clang, and heav'n 
Drank, glad, free men*s assent to right, to justice. — 
*Yes! give him ixg*borg, that fair slender Lily, 
The loveliest ever grew in these our vales: 
What swordsman in our land is like to him? 
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Ay! give liimiNG'BORG!' — Then my Fosterfalher, 

Old IIILDING, with his sily'iy beard, uprose 

And spoke right >visely many a weighty word 

And pithy proverb biting falchion -like. 

Nay, IIALFDAN even, from his kingly seat 

Upstanding, ask*d with words and looks consent. 

In vain, in vain! But wasted was each prayer — 

Like sunshine lav]sh*d on the naked rock. 

No harvest tempting from its barren bosom: 

Thus cold, thus hard, was helge's gloomy brow — 

Still like itself — a chilling *No!' to Mercy! — 

*Thc Peasant's Son', — so, scornful glancing, spoke he — 

*Might ing'borg claim, but thou, the Temple -forcer. 

Art scarce, methinks, a match for valhall's Child. 

Say , FRITHIOF, — balder's peace hast thou not broken , 

Not seen my Sister in His House, while Day 

Conccal'd himself, abash'd, before your meeting? 

Speak! Yea or Nay!' — Then echoed from the ring 

Of crowded warriors, — *Say but Nay, say Nay! 

Thy simple word we'll trust; we'll court for thee, 

Tliou, thorsten's Son, art good as any King's; 

Say nay, say nay! and thine is ingeborg!' — 

rrhe happiness', I answer'd , *of my life 

On one word hangs; but fear not therefore, iielge! 

I would not lie to gain the joys of valiiall. 

Much less this Earth's delights. I've seen thy Sister, 

Have spoken with Her in tlie Temple's Night, — 

But have not, therefore, broken balder's peace!' — 

More none would hear. A murmur of deep horror 

The Diet travers'd; they who nearest stood 

Drew back, as I had with the plague l)ecn smitten; 

And, when I round me ga/Zd, pale Superstition 
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Had lam'd each tonffiie. ami wliite-lim'd ev'rv cheek 
But late with rlieerful hope so brightly blooming. 
1'hen conquer'd hi:lge. — With a voice as hoarse 
And gloomy as dead VAlVs when to ODEV 
She sang, in at:gT-VMSQVIDA , how destruction 
Should whelm His ASAR and how iiela triumph'd — 
So hoarse he spoke: — 'By our gi*eat Fathers' Laws 
To banishment or death I could condemn thee 
For this ihy crime. But mild as is that B.\JLDER 
Whose Shrine thou' iusultedst, shall my judgement hi 
Far westward lieth> garlanding broad Ocean, 
An isle -group governed by Jarl ANGANTYR. 
His gold the Jarl paid yearly in the days 
Of bele's reign, but now keeps back his tribute. 
Away, then, o*er the Sea! — Collect the money; 
This penance fix I for thy hardihood! 
'Tis said', he added, with mean scoundrel-scorn, 
*That AXGANTYR's hard-handed, and sits brooding 
Like FAFNER, that fanvd Dragon, o'er his gold. 
But — who can face our sigurd, bane of FAFNER? 
Now, an thou "wilt, an exploit dare ■ — more manly 
Than witching timid girls in B alder's gi'ovc. — 
Till Summer breathe again, well here await thee 
With all thy fame, and with — the gold — in special 
Else, FRITIHOF, art thou doom'd a branded coward. 
And exil'd all thy days from this our Land!' — 
His verdict thus he gave, — and clos'd the Diet. — 

INGEBORG. 

•And thy resolve?' 

FRITHIOF. 

•\Miat! — have I then a choice? 
ts not my honour bound to this demand? 
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Yes! It shall be redeem'd though ANGANTYR 

'Neath nastrand's floods his paltry gold had hiddeu. — 

To-day, e'en, voyage I.' 

INGEBORG. 
'And leave thy ing'borg?' 

FRITHIOF. 

'Leave Thee — ah No I Thou sharestall my wand'rings?* 

INGEBORG. 

'Alas, I cannot!' 

FRITHIOF. 

•But hear me! tlieu reply! — 
Thy Brother, in his wisdom, hath forgotten 
That ANGANTYR was once my Father's friend 
As well as bele's. With good will, perhaps. 
He'll yield what I would have ; but should he not , 
A sharp persuader, pow'rful advocate. 
Hangs here, my left sidc'i ornament and strength. 
The gold so dearly lov*d I'll send to iielge. 
And thus will free us both, at once, for ever. 
From that crown'd hypocrite's red ofTring- knife. 
Ourselves, fair ing'borg, will ellida's sails 
O'er unknown waves expand. She'll bound along 
And bear us to some far - off, friendly , strand 
A safe asylum for our outlaw'd Love* 
This North — what boots it me? What boots a People 
That pale at ev'ry word their DIAR speak? — 
They would, with daring hand, my heart -hopes dash, 
The blooming flow*r-cup of my very being: -^ 
I swear bv FREJA that it shall not be! 
A wretched thrall is fasten'd to the sod 
Where first he grew; but I will be a freeman. 
Free as the Mountain -breezes. — One hand full 
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Of diisl from tiiorsten's grave, and one from bele*; 

Will yet find room on sliipboard; that is all 

We want or ask from this our foster- earlh. 

A Sun far brighter shall we find, my Dearest, 

Tlian this which shines so pale on cliffs of snow; 

A sky more beautiful than this will hail us, 

^Miose mild soft stars with heav'nly glance look dowi 

In warm-breath'd summer night , on many* a pair 

Of faithful lovers sate in laurel -groves. 

Mv father, thorstex >nKiNGSSON , far- wander d 

On Sea -King exploits, — and full oft beguird 

Long winter -ev'uings by the blazing hearth 

With tales of Greekland's Ocean, where fair islands 

Like green groves rise from out the laughing wave. 

Of old, a mighty race liv^d there, and Gods 

SliU mightier dwelt in marble sanctuaries. — 

Xow stand They desolate : wild luxuriant herbage 

Overspreads their lonely avenues, flow'rs shoot 

From runes which speak of wise antiquity. 

And rich-curl'd tendrils of the vinevard South 

Slim columns circle with their green embrace. 

But round these ruins, in unsown harvest - crops , 

Gives the* untouched Earth all man can want or wisl 

\Miile fresh leaves glow with clusiVing golden apples 

And bending boughs full purple grapes weigh down 

All tempting, rich, and juicy as — thy lips I 

There ing'borg, 'mid that sea's bright waves, well sta 

A little North more beautiful tlian this; 

Those slender Temple -arches will we fill 

With faithful love, and entertain again 

Forgotten Gods with human happiness. — 

Should loose -sailM Barque float sluwly past our i>lf 
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(For storms have there ho home -land) iu the blush 

Of eve's soft light, while some glad mariner 

Looks out from rose -dyed billows to the shore, — 

He then shall view, within the Temple's threshold. 

That other freja, (in their speech methinks 

She's APHRODITE bight) and, wond'ring, see 

Her golden locks light-flutt'ring in the Zephyr, 

And eyes more bright than brightest Southern skies! — 

As years roll by, shall slow shoot up around Her 

A little temple -race of fairy Creatures 

With cheeks where, 'mong the North's snow-drifts, the South 

Would seem to' have planted ev'ry freshest rose.' — 

Ah! ixg'borg, ah! How fair, how near, how tempting 

Stands all Earth^s joy to two fond faithful hearts! 

Yes! have they courage close to grasp her to them '— 

She willing follows and a VINGOLF builds us 

Already here, beneath the fleeting clouds. — 

Come, Dearest, haste thee! Ev'ry word we utter 

Is one more moment stolen from Our bliss. 

Come! All's prepar'd. ellida spreads, impatient^ 

Dark Eagle -wings for flight; and fresh'ning breezes 

Point out the path, for ever, from a strand 

Where gloomy Fears hold awful sway around 

But why delay?' — 

INGEBORG. 
*I can not follow Thee.* 

FRITHIOF, 

*Not follow? — Not - . . -* 
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INOEBORG. 

*Ah ! FRITHIOF, Thou art 1 
Thou follow'st none, but art Thvself the foremost. 
Like ihv good Dragon-Ship's high-lifted stem; — 
\Vhilc at the rudder stands ihv Will . and steers 
Tliv course, Avith steady hand, a*er angry waves. 
How otherwise, alas I it is with ixg'borg ! 
In others' hands my fate reposes, and 
Their prey they slip not. hleed it as it will! — 
Self-sacrifice, and tears, and languishing. 
And Avasting grief. — such the King's Daughter's Freedo 

FRITHIOF. 

'What hinders, then, thy freedom? BELE sits 
Within his cairn/ — 

IXGEIJORG. 

"Mv Fathers — llELGE, now! 
He holds my Father's place , and his consent 
Decides my hand. — Ao I bele's Daughter steals not 
Her happiness, howe\er near it be. 
Ah I what were Woman, should she burst those bom 
With which ali.kathlr fastens to the strong 
Her weak existence V — Some pale Water-lily 
She likens, as on evrv li^ht-niov'd wave 
It rises, trembles, falls: and oVr its head 
The Seaman's keel its reckless way pursue ih 
>or marks that it cuts-through her stalk so slender. 
Such is ihiit Lilv's deslinv: — but still 
Long as the sands beneath . her deep root grasps — 
The plant her value hath , and borrows dves 
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From pale Relation- Stars above, itself 

A Star soft- floating on the billowy blue. 

Ah! should She struggle loose, away she drives 

A withered leaf around the desert waters. — 

The Night just gone, — that Night how fearful was it! — 

I waited thee expectant, and thou cam'st not; 

And Night's dark children, gloomy black-hair'd Thoughts, 

In long procession passed before mine eye. 

All watchful, burning, and without a tear; 

Nay, balder's Self, the bloodless God, beheld me 

With looks of threatening and an angry mien: — 

The Night just gone, my Fate I've well consider'd — 

And firm resolv'd to' abide it. I remain 

A duteous off'ring at my Brother's Altar. 

And yet 'twas well I heard not, then, thy story 

Of islands fabled in the gorgeous clouds. 

Where Ev'ning's blush is spread unceasing over 

A quiet flow'r-world, full of peace and love. — 

Who knows his O^vn heart's weakness? Childhood's dreamings 

So long all silent, now once more rise up 

Low-whisp'ring in mine ear, with voice familiar 

As 'twere a Sister's, and as soft and tender 

As some fond lover's when he courts his maid. 

I hear you not; I cannot, will not, hear you 

Ye tempting voices, once so dearly lov'd. — 

What would the South with me, the North-Land's daughter? 

Too pale am I for all its rose-retreats ; 

Its burning Sun would parch a soul as mine, — 

Too cold and hueless for its glowing rays. 

Yes! full of longing, would mine eye turn often 

To yonder Pole-star, ever steadfast standing 

A heav'nly sentinel o'er our Fathers' graves. 
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Mt noble FRITHIOF, bom his Land's Oefendel*. 

Sh^il never tiee iu^lorious from its shores, 

Hif <ie^r-Loui:ht Fame shall never cast behind him 

F:r tfUJiht so worthless as a Toun^ siri's love! 

A lir-r ^vhose ^lolden-lhreaded davs the Sun 

Si/ins Tear from vear the same, is beautlinl; 

Bat this eternal oneness, \Voman's Sonl 

Alone can please; to Man, and most to Thee, 

Life's changeless calm is changeless weariness. — 

Then joys thj proad soul, when the tumbling Tempest 

On foaming Courser sweeps o'er Ocean's deeps 

That so, for life or death , on thin plank riding. 

Thou mav'st contend with Dan^^er for thine honor. 

The beauteous wilderness thou paintest. would 

Too manv' an unborn exploit slow entomb; 

And, with thy shield, — thj glad, free, dauntless spirit 

Dark rust would gnaw. — But it shall not be so! 

>'ot I, at least, my frithiof's name will steal 

From Bard-harp*d songs; not L at least, will quench 

Mv Hero's slonr in its first red dawn.' 

Be wise, dear frithiof: HeavVs dread loftv norxor 

Command; let us give way! At least our Honour 

May still be 5a\*d from out our Fortunes' shipwreck, — 

For ah! our life's chief Bliss is gone for ever! 

We must, must part!' 

FRITHIOF. 

•>'ay! wherefore must we? — Is't 
For that a sleepless night untimes thy spirit?' 

I\GEBORG. 
'*Tis^ that my wortli and thine must both be rescued!' 
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FRITHIOF. 

'On Man's firm Love rests Woman's dearest value ! ' 

INGEBORG. 
'Not long he loves whom he esteems no more/ 

FRITHIOF. 
*Can his esteem, then, light caprices purchase?' — 

INGEBORG. 
'Caprice! a noble one — the sense of Duty!' 

FRITHIOF. 

'But yesterday, our Love was still most X'lghteous.' 

INGEBORG. 
'Nor less to-day: — The more would flight be crime. 

FRITHIOF. 
'Necessity invites us; Come: no more!' 

INGEBORG. 

'Necessity is what is Right and Noble!' 

FRITHIOF. 
'The Sun high riseth. Come! our time goes quickly.' 



'.hi,- >,>;.. Lk-it 1 ■.■0Jlj:>5*j'd — lit C:T lltia." 



r2LI7filOJ. 

*'l>j*\u- Jfi.jv^i.^ >l*4Utr, £arc Tbcc TrtH- — AjdSenZ' 

J\0£BO&G. 

*0 ; yynnr.i , rhiTHiOF^ if it thiLS we purt? 
WSil' H-J».>t th'>u li'jt or,^ friendlT look to sive 
'Ihv t.U'iUDtoo'W ir-'zU'Vi — Haft ihoa no hand to stretcli 
'J ov.'*r'f» \h:r ^ »-.rifort>ifj5itfr , who once was lov'd? — 
'J hi Ilk >t Th'/tj 1 r*:*l on roses here, and motion 
My 'aUoU: Lif';S hliis awav — and coldlv smile? 
Vr**m thj« t/>rrj ho^otn can I rend a Hope 
iitown with i/iy very hitin^ — and feel no pang? - - 
Ah! v*"4hi not thou tuj heart'* first Morning-dream? - • 
WUHUist*.r \oy I knew, I call'd it frithiof; 
AfiJ all th'jt lAfi: hoMs great or good or noble 
I'lit oM Thy filatures to my youthful eye. 
Dim not thi^ flowing image, nor repay 
Thim f»tfrriily Woman's weakness when she offers 
VVh«lev<;r on th!» earth w(is dearest to Her, 
WhHlf;>r ill VAMlAij/s Halls will dearest prove, 
Vttttiuy^t, O MU'iiifor. has that oITriug cost me. 
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And well deserves one word of tender comfort. 
I know Thou lov'st me : I have known it long , 
E*en since first 'gan to dawn my young existence; 
And, year on year, where'er afar Thou rovest. 
Thy ing'borg's mem'ry must, will, follow Thee! — 
But loud -clashed arms still ease the pangs of Sorrow, 
Yes! far, far — Ocean's wild fierce tumult drives Her; 
Nor dares She, timid, sit on champion's bench 
'Mong wine , and healths , and songs of victory. — 
But yet at times, whene'er in deadest night 
Thou must'rest in their order days long fled, — 
One pallid Form will slow glide in among them. 
Thou know'st it well, saluting thee from regions 
Far off but dear ; — 'tis that pale Virgin's image 
Whom holy balder in his Temple guards. 
Thou may'st not, Dearest! must not, turn away 
From that sad Phantom's features ; no ! low whisper 
Some friendly word in greeting! Night's faint winds 
On faithful wings that word will carry me , — 
One comfort left, n\y last, mine only one! 
My loss, alas! nought here can dissipate; 
All, all, around me is its guardian! 
These high-arch'd Temple - vaults speak thee alone. 
And, bright with moon -light rays, the God's own image 
Thy features takes, instead of threat'ning gloom. 
Should yonder Sea attract, — there swam Thy keel. 
Its path swift cutting to the longing ing'borg; 
Should yonder Grove , — there many' a tree uprises 
Whose tender bark with ing'borg's name was carvd, — 
That name, alas! the growing bark slow covers. 
And this, tradition saith , betok'nelh Death! — 
Where last he saw Thee, bright-ey'd Day I ask. 
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Where last, the Night, but both are silent; nay 

The very Sea which carries Thee replies 

With nought but sighs half - utter'd to the shore, — 

With Ev'ning's blush I'll greet Thee, when 'tis quencli'd 

In those Thy billows ; and Heav'n's swiftest vessel , 

The loug-stretch'd cloud, shall never flit above me -^ 

But freighted with the poor Forsaken^s grief! 

Thus, seated in my Maiden-Bow'r, I'll hold me 

The black- clad widow of my life's delights; 

There in my web I'll broken lilies broider — 

Till Spring his cloth shall weave, embroidering 

Its woof with fairer lilies on — my grave. 

But touch I my sweet Harp , in songs lamenting 

My grief in all its deep-ton'd bitterness. 

Fast-flowing tears >vill then, as now - - - -' 

FRITHIOF. 

^Thou conqu'rest, bele's Daughter: weep no morel 
Forgive mine anger; 'twas my sorrow only 
Disguis'd one moment in the dress of Wrath , 
A dress it cannot wear beyond a moment. 
My own good norna, art thou, ing'borg; Yes} 
"T-'What noble is, a noble mind best teaches; 
The wisdom of Necessity can have 
No Advocate more eloquent than Thou, 
My beateous VALA with Thy rosy lips, 
Yes ! I will yield to dire Necessity , 
Will part from Thee, but never from my Hope -^ 
I take that with me o'er the Western waters ! — 
I take that with me to the gates of Death! 
Next Spring, 1 trust, a^ain shall see me here; 
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King IIELGE yet again shall meet his foe. 

My promise then pcrform'd, his claim fulfiU'd, 

And that great crime aton*d I'm charg'd withal — 

ril ask Thy hand, nay boldly will demand it 

In open Council, 'mid the glitt'ring steel. 

And not from helge, but the North's free People, 

For they. King's Daughter, can dispose of Thee : — 

Let him deny who dares, and hears my reason! — 

Till then, farewell.' Forget me never! And, 

In sweet rememb^rance of our youthful love. 

This Arm-Ring take, a fair VAULUNDER-work 

With all Hcav'n's wonders carv'd i' ih' shining gold; — 

Ah! the best wonder is a faithful heart! - - - - 

How prettily becomes it Thy white arm, — 

A glow-worm twining round a lily -stem! - - - - 

Farewell, my Bride! My best Belov'd, Farewell! 

A few short mouths - -^ - - and ! O how diff'rent then ! ' - 

(goes.) 

INGEBORG, 

'How glad, how daring -all, how full of hope! — 
His good Sword pointing to the NQRNA's bosom 
'Thou shalt', saith He, *Thou shalt give way'. — Alas! 
The NORNA, my poor frithiof, yields to no one; 
Right on She goes, and laughs at ANGURVADEl! — 
My gloomy Brother, Ah! how little know'st Thou! 
Never can Thy frank Hero -spirit fathom 
His dark Soul's depths, and all that envious hatred 
Which burns and smoulders in his remorseless breast. 
His Sister's hand he'll never give thee. — Sooner 
He'd give his Crown, his Life, to wild destruction. 
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And offer ?ne to' old ODEN, or to' old ring 
That hoary Chief whom now he battles sore. — 

'Where'er I look, no hope remains for Me, 

Yet glad I see Thy heart still keep the Stranger: 
Myself alone shall know my grief, my danger ; 

But oh ! may all good Gods attend on Thee ! 

On this. Thine Arm-Ring, may I yet count over 
Each sep'rate Month of tedious fretting pain ; 

One, two, four, six — then perhaps returns the Rover, 
But — ne'er to find his ingeborg again!' — 



/ 



CANTO IS. 



3w0jefr0r0« ianumt. 



^ 



Argument* 

The sail of her Lover*s <loDg-ship* has just faded beneat 
the horizon's boundary; — and the Desolate One weeps 
Far r seeing and observant 9 She feareth all things. 'Death alone 
concludes the Mourner , ^ill bring me the wings of the Gods 

The wave -like dash of the metre harmonizes wonderfull 
with the melancholy despair of hopeless Love, — seeking i 
vain the light- floating ellida that carrieth her chosen Hero froi 
her embrace 9 far o*er the wilds of the pathless Ocean! 




CANTO TX. 



3naeliora'0 ilament 



I. 

ner is past, 

's broad bosom's upheav'd by the blast: 
how gladly out yonder 
auld I wander! 

did I view 

ard His sail, on the wave as it flew; 
i! how bless'd! — that abideth 
here He rideth. 

ni, 

not so high, 

of blue ; fast enough he sweeps by. 

Him, ye Stars! — In his danger 
on the Stranger! 

IV. 

, in the Spring, 

v^ard he hastens — no ing'borg will bring 
mes i' th' valley to meet Him« 
Drds to greet Him. 

V. 
under ground 

and cold for her Love she is found I 
sad victim, her Brothers 
er to others. — 
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'Mine shah thou be. 

Hawk He forgot; yes! Til love as did He: — 
rso'BORG will feed thee, through endless 
Skies hunting friendless. 

VII. 

*Herc , on His hand , 

Work I thy form on the cloth's broad band; 

Pinions of silver, and glowing 

Gold- talons, sewing. 

VUL 
*FREJA one day 

Falcon -wings took^ and through space hied away: 
Northwards and southwards , She sought Her 
Dearly -lov'd ODER: 

EX* 

*Ah! could I wear 

Thine, they alas! would not carry me there; 
Wings like the Gods', to the lonely — 
Death giveth only! 

*Prctty one ! keep 

Fix'd on my shoulder, and gaze on the deep; — 

Gaze we and long as we will, no 

Keel cleaves the billow. 

XI. 

•When I am dead, 

Doubtless returns He; then mind what I said; — 

FRITHIOF, whose tears will bewail me. 

Hail me , ah ! hail me ! ' — 



CANTO X- 



/ritftitff at ^<a 



jirgximent. 

Gloomily wild, terribly grand, is the subject of this Sonsj 
The young Hero, intent upon bringing to a successful close the 
Enterprise so maliciously imposed on him by the swarthy blood- 
king, is ploughing the foaming billows on board his good Drag- 
on, and bound to the far-off Orkneys. But his false foe lias 
invoked the aid of witchcraft. The rising storm assumes an un- 
natural fierceness. Wave follows wave, crash — crash. All Heaveo 
seems armed for his destruction. Personal strength, mid the 
excellence of his God -built vessel, save him for awhile, — but. 
at last, 'Deatir he sees 'is on board' with him, and he distri- 
butes fragments of his golden Bracelet among his stout cham- 
pions, that they may not go down empty-handed to the 'Sea- 
blue RAN.' 

Suddenly, however, he discovers the horrible Troll - shapes 
which have caused the Tempest. To see is to dare, — to dare 
to overcome! His lances soon death -pierce the terrible fiend- 
monsters, and ELLiDA dashes triumphantly over the 'island- like 
Ocean -whale.' 

Immediately the enchantment vanishes. All Nature recovers 
its serenity, «ind he reaches in safety his desired haven. 

The peculiar variation of metre, rhyme, and recitative which 
this Canto exhibits , — the admirable art with which the Author 
has embellished the letter of the Original Saga, while faithfully 
adhering to its spirit, — and the vivid colours in which the 
Panorama -like series of its sea -pictures is painted ^ — undoubt- 
edly make it one of the most effective and best-disposed Legend- 
Songs in the whole of this noble Epic Drama. — Would that the 
Translator could have embodied all the beauties he has felt! 

The Recitative is a looser kind of that Icelandic aliiterativo 
metre, of which we meet with so severe and beautiful an exam- 
ple in the XX1:st Canto. 



CAJVTO X. 



iFritl&iof at ^ta. 



I. 

Out, wood and afcard , 

HEi.GE stood oil the shore — 

To the Goblins so weird 

Dark spells muttVing o'er. 

Sec! HcavVs vault now clouds are treading; 

Crashing thunders RAn's wastes sweep. 
Fast Her boiling waves are spreading 

Sparkling froth o*er all the deep. 
See! r th' sky red lightnings fasten 

Here and there a bloody band; 
Ocean's sea-birds — frighten'd — hasten , 

Harshly screaming, to the strand. — 

•Desp'rate weather. Comrades! 
Hark! the Storm I hear a- 
Far His pinions flapping, — 
But we grow not" pale: 
Sit in peace Avith BALDER, 
Think of me and long! — O, 
Beauteous in Thy sorrow. 
Beauteous iN'iERORO!' — 
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II. 



'Gainst ELLIDA came 

Of Trolls a grim pair; 
'Tw;is the wind -cold HAM, 

'Twas IIFJD with snow -hair. 

Then the Storm unfetter'd wingeth 

Wild [lis course; in Ocean's foam 
iVow he dips Ilim, now up-swingeth, 

Wiiirling toward the Gods' own home: 
Rides each Horror- Spirit, warning. 

High upon the topmost wave — 
Up from out the white, vast, yawning. 

Bottomless, unfathom'd grave. 

^Fairer was our voyage , 
Moonlight glitt'ring round us. 
O'er the mirrowing billows 
Hence to By\JJ)ER's Grove: 
Warmer than 'tis here, my 
ino'houg's heart was beating, — 
Whiter than the sea- foam 
Sweird Her bosom then!' — 

III. 

Now, SOLUNDAR SCC 

'Mong white breakers stand; — 
There all calm the waves be. 

There's your port, steer to land! 

But the dauntless Viking fears not 
On His true -fast Oak so soon; 

Hard the helm He grasps, and hears not — 
But with joy — winds sport aboou. 
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Tighter still the sail He stretches. 
Faster still He cuts His way, — 

Westward, west, due west — He fetches. 
Rush the billow as it may! — 

'Fain one moment longer 

Fierce Fd fight the Tempest; 

Storms and Northmen flourish 

Well together here. 

For a gust to land -ward. 

Should Her Ocean -Eagle 

Fearful feebly flutter — 

How would ixg'borg blush ! ' — 

IV. 

But each wave's now a hill, 

Down yet deeper they reel. 

Blasts in cordage sing shrill, — 
Strains tlie grating keel: ;— 

Yet, howe'er the surges wrestle. 

Whether for or 'gainst they n'se, — 
Still ELLTDA, God -built vessel. 

All their angry threats defies. 
Like some star- shoot in* the gloaming. 

Glad she bounds along, and leaps 
Goat- like o'er rough mountains, roaming 

Now o'er heights and now o'er deeps! 

'Better felt soft kisses 
From my Bride with BM.DER, 
Than, as here I stand, to 
Taste this up -thrown brine. 
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Belter 'twas to' encircle 
ing'borg's Waist so slender, — 
Than, as here, tight- clasping 
This hard Rudder- bar!' 

V. 

But the snow -big cloud 

Icy knife -gusts pours; 
And on deck, shield, shroud 

Clatter hailstone show'rs. — 

And from stem to stern on board Her, 

Nought thou canst for night descry; 
Dark 'tis there, as in that chamber. 

Where the dead imprison'd lie. 
Down 'mid whirlpool -horrors dashes 

The' implacable bedevil'd wave; 
While grey -white, as strown with ashes ^ 

Gapes one endless, soundless, grave! — 

*RAN our beds of blue is 
Spreading 'mong the billows. 
But for me is waiting 
Thy bed, ingeborg. 
Yes! stout-hearted fellows 
Lift Thy oars , ellida ; 
Gods thy good keel builded, — 
Yet awhile we'll swim!* — 

VI. 

O'er Her starboard broke 
Now, a mountain - sea , 

And with whelming stroke 

Swept Her deck all free. — - 
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FRITHIOF then His Armlel taking, 

(Three marks weigh'd it, and was old 
bele's gift, nor Morn's awaking 

Sun outshone its fine-WTOught gold) 
Quick, the dwarf- carv'd Ring in pieces 

Hews, relentless, with His sword — 
And; the fragments sharing, misses 

None of all His men on board. 

*Gold, on sweet-heart raniLlings, 
Pow'rful is and pleasant; 
Who goes empty-handed 
Down to sea -blue RAN? 
Cold her kisses strike, and 
Fleeting her embrace is — 
But we Ocean's Bride be- 
Trothe with purest gold !' — 

vn. 

Threafning still His worst. 
Roars the Storm again; 

Quick the Sheet is burst — 
Snaps the yard in twain. 

'Gainst th' half- buried Ship, commotion* 

Toss'd, high waves to boarding go; 
And howe'er they bale, is Ocean 

Not so soon bal'd out, we know! 
Not ev'n frithiof now doubts longer 

That He carries Death on board; 
Yet than storm or billow stronger. 

Higher, sounds His lordly word: — 
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'llitlier bjorn! The rudder 
Grasp with bear -paw strongly ; 
vai.hall's Pow'rs sure send not 
Weather such as this: 
Witchraft's working! helge. 
Coward -scoundrel, doubtless 
Conjurd has these billows — 
I will up and see!' 

VIU. 

Like Marten, he flew 

Up the bending mast; 
And there, fast -clinging, threw 

Many' a glance o'er the waste. 

Look! — as isle that loose -torn drifteth — 

Stops that Whale ellida's way; 
Sea -fiends two the Monster liftcth 

High on's back, through boiling spray: 
inBJD is wrapp'd in sno^vy cov'ring, 

Fashion'd like the white -furr'd bear, — 
HAM, 'mid whistling winds giim-hov'ring. 

Storm -bird like assaults the air: 

*Now, ellida! show us 

Whether, as 'tis boasted. 

Hero -mood thy iron -fast 

Round oak-bosom holds! — 

Listen ! Art Thou truly 

agir's God -sprung daughter — 

Up! with copper- keel, and 

Gore that spell-charm'd Whale!' — 
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IX. 

And ELLIDA hears 

Her young Lord's behest. 
With one bound — gulfs clears 

To the Troll -Whale's breast. 

From the wound a stream out -gushes 

Up toward Heav'n, of smoking blood ; 
And, gash'd through, the beast do^vn -rushes. 

Roaring, to the deepest mud: 
Then , at once , the Hero slingeth 

Two sharp spears; one the' Ice -Bear's hide 
Picrccth, the' other deadly springcth 

Through yon pitch-black Eagle's side. — 

'Bravely struck, ellida! — 

Not so soon will iielge's 

Dragon -ship leap upwards 

Out from bloody mud: 

IIEJD nor IIAM much longer 

The' up-toss'd sea will keep, for 

Bitter 'tis to bite the 

Hard blue -shining steel!' — 
# X. 

And the Storm — it had fled 

At once from the Sea ; 
Only ground -swells led 

To the' Isle on their lea. 

And at once the Sun fresh treadeth. 

Monarch like in Hall of blue ; 
Joy o'er ship and wave She spreadcth , 

Hill and dale creates anew. 
Sunset's beamings crown with gold the 

Craggy rock and grove- dark plain; — 
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All, with glad surprise, behold the 
Shores of efjesund again. 

*i\g'borg's Prayrs, — pale Maidens, 
Up to VALHALL rising — 
Lily-white, on Heav'n's o^vn 
Gold -floors bent the knee: 
Tears in light -blue eyes, and 
Sighs from swan -down bosoms 
The' asar's stem hearts melted — 
Thank, then, thank the Gods!' — 

XI. 
But ELLIDA rose 

Sore jarr'd by the whale. 
And water -logg'd goes. 

All awear d by Her Sail. 

Yet more wearied than their Dragon 

Totter frithiof's gallant men; 
Though each leans upon his weapon. 

Scarcely upright stand they then. 
BJoRN, on pow'rful shoulder, dareth 

Four to carry to the land; 
FRITHIOF , all alone , eight beareth , — 

Sets them so round the' upblaz'd brand. 

*Nay! ye white fac'd, shame not! 
Waves are mighty Vikings; 
Hard's the' unequal struggle — 
Ocean's maids our foes. 
See! there comes the Mead- Horn, 
Wand' ring on bright gold -foot; 
Shipmates! cold limbs warm, — and 
Here's to ingeborg!' — 



CANTO XI- 



/ritftiir^ at tfue C^wrt 



of 



0tt0atit||r. 



Argument. 

With a fresh, vigourous, popular, ease this Canto con- 
ducts us to the Court of Jarl angantyr, the generous aDd 
civilized Chief of the Orkneys. 

FRiTiiiOF and his men have scarcely landed, when — the 
weary Envoy is welcomed hy the grim atle's hrutal challeDge- 
He accepts the offer, and vanquishes and spares his foe. 

Old halvar then comes up — though rather late, *tis tnie 
— to separate the combatants and announce the banquet. 

angantyr's reception of his daring and renowned Visitor, 
inspires us with a high admiration of his noble qualities. After 
listening to his adventures, he present 9 him with the tribute 
he came to demand^ and with a friendly force detains him over 
the Winter in his Halls. 

We need not add, that the pure Ballad stylo (of which 
this Canto may be considered a specimen) is very difQcult in 
English. Neither too high nor too low, it must unite simplicity 
with strength, and natural and national expressions with that 
dignified langujigc equally opposite to vulgarity and to fustian. 
It was better, however, to risk the danger, than altogether to 
lose the effect. 



CANTO XL 



j^vitUot at tfft ^outt of ^ngantsr. 



I. 

iNow say we. Ocean quitting. 

How ANGANTYR was then 
Within His Fir- Hall sitting. 

At wassail with his men. 
Right glad He was, and bended 

His eye blue waves upon, 
Where Ev'ning's Sun descended 

All like a golden Swan. 

n. 

Outside the window chances 

Old IIALVAR watch to be. 
Right earnest were His glances, — 

The mead too guarded He : 
One custom miss*d He never. 

To scan the bottom o'er, — 
And then , in silence , ever 

The Horn thrust in for more. 

III. 

Now far i* th* Hall, loud-ratding. 

His empty Horn he threw. 
And cried: — ''Gainst storm -waves battling 

A ship at hand I view; 
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On board half- dead lliey tarry. 
Now come they to the land. 

And two tall giants carry 

The pale ones to the strand.' — 

IV. 

The Jarl's keen ga zings wander 

Where bright waves mirrowing flow; 
•ellida's sail is yonder. 

And FRlTHlOF*s there I trow: 
His gait and brow discover 

Again old thorsten's Son; 
Search all the Northland over. 

Yell ne'er find such a one!' — 

V. 

Then Berserk ATLE springeth. 

Fierce - grinning , from his place, — 
(Blood -stain'd, his black beard flingeth 

Brute grimness o'er his face — ) 
And screams — 'I'll prove the saying 

That FRITHIOF, all his days. 
Unnerves the sword from slaying 

Nor e'er for quarter prays.' 

VI. 

And up with him all eager 

His twelve dread champions spring; 
Impatient, the' air they dagger 

And sword and bill -axe swing: 
Then coastward storm'd they, heated. 

To where the Dragon lay, — 
And FRITHIOF, careless seated. 

Full stoutly talk'd away. 
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vn. 

'Right well I now could kill thee'; 

With shouts 'gan ATLE cry; 
*Thou, yet, may'st either will thee 

To battle here or fly: 
But if for peace thou prayest , 

Though Champion hard and bold. 
Through me the Jarl thou mayest 

In friendly guise behold!' — 

vni. 

Said FRITHIOF; 'With my voyage 

I'm spent, 'tis true; — yet may 
Our Falchions prove our courage 

Ere peace from thee I pray!' — 
Then steel full soon did lighten 

In sun -brown champion -hand, 
Aud quick its flame -runes brighten 

On frithiof's sharp - tongu'd brand. 

rx. 

Fast, now, are sword - thrusts given. 

And death-blows hail around; 
At once fly both shields, riven 

In halves, upon the ground. 
Their fight's uncensurable , 

They firm their circle tread. 
But keen bit angurvadel, 

And straight broke axle's blade. 

X. 

'My sword', said frithiof, 'never 
'Gainst swordless man I wave; 

But an thou wilt, however, 

A difTrent sport we'll have; — 
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XIV. 

'Let not that hindrance 'larm thee;' 

Grim ATLE proudly cried; 
*Go! with thy rune -blade arm thee, 

rU He as I have lied : — 
We both at last must wander 

Bright valiiaxl's halls to view; 
To-day can I go yonder. 

Tomorrow, haply you!' — 

XV. 

And long pause FRITHIOF made not. 

That play he finish will; 
He ANGURVADEL stay'd not, — 

But ATLE yet lay still; — 
Whereat, His heart relenting. 

He cjuick held -in His brand 
And check'd His wrath, presenting 

The fallen foe His hand. 

XVI. 

Now IIAI.VAR warn'd right loudly. 

And rais'd his wand of white, — 
'This fray ye sport so proudly 

Here causeth no delight: 
High -smoking long have gold, and 

Fair silver, dishes stood; 
The savoury meats grow cold, and 

My thirst doth me no good!' — 

xvn. 

Appeas'd, each now advances 
Within the Jarl's Hall -door; 

And much meets fritiiiof's glances 
He ne'er had seen before : 
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The bar? -rrils i-jui 3ie -^^^d^r 
Bat ^^:r^c■:^Jas r-.ci-^ilt Jt^idusr 



B-ic jL~a:?c riff ^^tIL "w^a* 3«*iiii;-i 
rkff 3iar*ile ^•ii'mfTt*^ "btnrtc- 

\ad lvH:i;5 :itf ij^rc ieiii isc. 



Frcai 52>«tr «n&5^ 3!>j Tjcci 



JssX like setae Sult eTDcraik^ 
From OBl a s^a'w^it sLt: 

CleAr s^rklc ^ryes At' Kboc • — 
And, like to rciM^sprciu: Tv^sr$« 
SmiJl lips bud jonk to \k«. 
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XXI. 

But high, right kingly seeming^ 

Sat th' Jarl in silver chair. 
His Helm with sun -rays streaming. 

His Mail with gold wrought fair; 
And glist'ning stars o'er-powder'd 

His Mantle rich and fine. 
Its purple edging border'd 

With spodess Ermeline. 

xxn. 
Steps three he took, to meet him. 

To' his Guest his hand stretch'd free , 
Then friendly thus did greet him, — 

'Come ! Scat thee next to me ! 
Full many' a horn I've emptied 

With THORSTEN, my good fieri 
His Son, the wide -commended. 

Shall sit his Host as near .' ' — 

xxni. 
The Goblet then he crowneth 

With Sik'lo's richest wine. 
Its flame -sparks nothing drowneth, 

It foams like Ocean's brine! — 
*My old Friend's Son, I send Thee 

A welcome here again; 
I drink — *to thorsten's Mcm'ry', — 

Myself and all my men!' 

XXIV. 
A Bard from morven's mountains 

Now sweeps the harp along. 
From Gaelic music -fountains 

Springs sad his hero -song; 
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At last, %ht jonns; Cliit-f 'fi:inDelL 

His errand to pptrak nbout. 
Aud iL* Jhji's kJod ear Lt wjuu^ftlj 

WLo. patient. Itearc Liiu cut: — 
'I tribute -boujid ivas never - 

Mt People too is free; 
We*D — 'box' — drmk. Lul evej 

His friends b<A subjects be ' 

^His Sons I know juol; mould tbev 

Draw tales frona inv laud. — 
As all brave PrjDcts slioiJd . tbev 

Cm nsk tbem Fword iu baud: 
When bere — urv Falcbion reckons ! — 

TTiT Fatber Tel was dearT — 
Tben witb bis band be beckons 

To* bis Dau^bter sitting near. 



Then up that flowV-fcboot tender 

Sprang fjuick from gold^back'd cbaii 
Her waist was all hO slender 

Her breasts so round and iMJr ! 
That little rogue young jMO^JKJjjl^ 

Her dimpled ckeeks disdoMr^ 
Like Buu/crBj wind -earned 

To some just-opning Buo&e* — 

XXXL 

To' ber virgin -bowV sbe spe^sdelb. 
And green- "work d Parse t-be brin^h' 

yyitert^ many a v^iJd tbJij^ tj-ead^^tli 
In woodland - waixderingb ; 
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Autl '.e: Ui*. S'.'.. . gai.-irtii-nmt- 
It: liJ-'L ar: TTUJl-er isTiZUl Jlill^ . 

Itr Utsseif :roiu-2i- nnii*.. 

Her- irenlit: 5irt iia= taiLei- 

Tiit T'urit 511 : tiiu? doti; iiold. 

AiiL iilir !■ U. i>nn. . uoT7i.-5liaktaj . 
^ ilL loT - of miiiU'L rule : — 

"M'!" ivtiiiomt r-nil: I iicar thei . 

Bm nov siiaL nUTHinf fsfvear mt 
AL winter iiert u stav . 

""MoDc voDcniisiie^ all over. — 

But now ibf Smnz^windf: Teisn. 
And mult anc ti^v rf rover 

I fear, ibeii >tT^iLz:L araiL: 
TTl.l.TDA siirimif no: ajwtv? 

So Jui.L-lii- a= iit^Kirt . 
Thi'Tixrh out' wt'vf mirLfd . ibf iiiLow? 

Kurlil ukuht whaler ridr c "er .'" — 

TinF quaFd lirr zhvrc i.nd ^caOed 

Til] mom r< -111 lirr trirri. 
But thftt {!C»ld "wiDf-f-np 7csti?d 

A frnsi — no T^nLi d<*lii»iiri: 
At last h hrimminc BomprT 

TbfT drain — To aNuaXTTR', — 
And mmnoF thn? tbr ^intrr 

Pasf'd out 'viSih riclki ^^^d rfcf*TJ 
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CANTO XII- 



ftiiUi0t0 Wi6inm 




r i-i,.i» •-••uriM — iiiii iHtiiiia Jiff I? in* 
tit'titti •iiimil* 4ni>Hnii •Mtiiuib' -^uHitiniiiii lui- Ljn>». b 

Ariw ■Mv^i*i*i- 'a*" I f.wttaii,— ^•i*^:?^^ i:liiZi± oravi li 

«/.>,.•««; «'^«^ i*tt'«t\ u^Ttvi^tf' ^^ tliecr Sister witii tke 
y***:jfi* nnittft , himI Hr.f.of « iia?itaidiy rercng c id irHthr: in 
»/. »i»' n'ir«i"«i'««l /#f Ibf *l**frfit Trihatr seeker. — FBrraior't 
firi9-v# r iL- f.'/rffhv of tin*. fVKrt of anv asr. and onlv its Antka 
I 'iiiifl irivf ffff^'iiMl Mii.iKHi. •« rrpiv — by which the inflafi 
MM«t ti»««iU<'il voiitli !•• ainf^nrrci - but not roovinced: 

MitAimu fliioinM. muHnrd FRiTninF, glooming: 

*lliif I , f«Mi . tiiftt, III I n%%'bili* ho doominc* 

'T*fr fi.ii.nifi'M MidMiimmor Holy Feast, — 

I III 1 piiipir . rniivti d , will f*tand his Priest; — 

'Mini Ar«iifi khtfi.. %vbf» IiIk SiMior blooming 

llm Mfilil 111 Inn Ini n^vbilf* bf dooming! 



CANTO xn. 



S^viitfiof^ i^ettitit. 



JDut Spring breathes soft in yon Heav'n of blue , 
And Earth's green verdure again is new : 
His Host then frithiof thanketh, in motion 
Once more out over the plains of Ocean. 
On sun- bright pathway His coal-black Swan 
Her silv'ry furrow with joy ploughs on. 
For western breezes. Spring's music bringing. 
Like ]Nigthingales in the sails are singing; 
And agir's Daughters, in blue veils dight. 
The helm leap round, and urge on its flight. — 
Ah! pleasant 'tis — when, from far-off sailing. 
Thy prow thou turn^st to thy Homeland! — hailing 
The coast where smoke from thy own Hearth's curl'd. 
And Mem'ry guards her fair Childhood - world ! 
The fresh - stream'd fountain thy Play -place washes. 
While Barrows green hold thy Fathers' ashes; 
And, full of longing, thy faithful Maid 
With sea -ward gaze on the cliff is staid! — 
Days six he sails, on the seventh's dawning 
A dark -blue stripe he discerns, which Morning 
At Heav'n's far border shows slowly rise 
Till rocks, isles, 'land' quick salute his eyes! 
His Land it is from the deep that springcth, 
lis shades they are which the Green -Wood ilingeth. 
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Like champion -skerton in grave -monnd lowering; 

"Wliere Court- halls stood, is a fire -cleared land; 

And ashes whirl round the ravaged strand. 

Then frithiof quick from the ship advances^ 

O'er burnt demesnes casting angry glances^ 

His Father's grounds and His childhood's walks; — 

But rough -hair'd BRAX up to meet him stalks. 

His faithful Dog that for Him bold wresdcd 

Full oft with bears in the forest nesded; 

How glad his gambols, how glad his leaps^ 

How high to' his Master he springing keeps! — 

His milk-white Courser, (with mane gold-blended. 

And hind -like legs and a neck swan -bended,) 

Which FRITHIOF once had so often rode. 

With lofty bounds from the dale, too, trode. 

And turns his neck, neighing glad, and lingers 

And bread will have from his Master's fingers: — 

Poor FRITHIOF, poorer by far than they. 

Has nought for his fav'rites howe'er they pray I 

As sad and houseless He stands, round -viewing 
For land he'd heir'd — the burnt woodland -ruin. 
See ! aged HILDIXG advances there 
His Fosterfather with silver hair: — 
*At this black show can I scarcely wonder , 
When the' Eagle's flown they his dwelliug plunder. 
A kingly exploit for peace I sec; 
Oath IIELGE took, right well keepcth he, — 
The Gods to worship, — mankind abhorring! — 
His 'Progress' call we an Arson -warring, 
Not grief, but anger it works, I swear; 
But ing'borg's — tell me I pray tliee — where V — 
'Dark words I bring,' said this Yeoman hoary; 
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In all mj sports, Cv jls Meoi ft reackeis , 

My Mate was ao^BOKiCl B«i»esaLniBce teacbef 

That of each hich e<pl<at ib^ prvtui Y</tttli dreaiftM^ 

Herself as PHxe s=!ill mort precjou* f.tessi"<L — 

Like two fiir Trees. Lt ozie itK>i uiiixed, — 

Has THOR one flea witli Hii iigfjUimgt hll^uA^ 

Strajshi -Britiiers the* oiiber, — is one all p^^eeju, — 

With Terdure crvwnd is it* fpoofie-tnuBk ieea; — 

So* our eiief ainl eiafdac^s irere thiif one oiJv ! 

?fot n$*d is FLlTHiO*^ !•> think hiia lost^ir^ 

Xow iff he lc;nelT. — T1»i>q lc/£tT vaj:; 

Where pez»d3- bearing lli'-m jovjTu^nJt itf. 

And oaths cm taUet^ of r'.-id iubvrli^ebt — 

Let be thcf^e fool'riet " IWii dr-<b«en:^ -<teii*':«Ut5i*^ 

Tbj taLlelE niarkiii^ all iiJl of jiies ; 

On faiiLfu] cold — what a pitv Va i 

Of £ATj;r.K's KA3KSA somc taie Ituue UflX^\t ; 

On human lirov aicinr mo Irulii JBuoi'e <i-«el«>t^. 

In human bosoas dH Fatidi is tf^eirt^ — 

Since ikg''soiig''s Toice hat Vj ^v3Xt b^nt i*n<*, . 

That Toice like Z^plrrr o'er floi*'*r-«u**4iv ♦;ir*5<'^^i*jf . 

Like bra.Qe'b xuusic — Hi* burp ' nv-lur.* t»%*M-.j»Mi(; 

Ah! ne^er nxjuie ear tball thow: bitrp'\in*« 'Aruii.; 

Of that false Biide ue'er ii^iuii J'U timuk $ ^-^ 

The danring ««K««i'V4ne iiiludi b«; iu»' ^iUo«« , 

Thou blood dtall druuk^ diOti wid<: v<^«^4; ^bllio** ' 

\Miere sword 'blades frcaUUr tbe l^nnv***' ***'y«>^ , 

O'er hill o'er dale shall jbuv i'»#'X' m^^ frp*>*;<! 

All crowudj peribaju'^t; 1 iit«f» iu*s«?J if iiu#tifr,«-,f , 

rd know if tbeii I (•UmaI ti^a?'*^ if^^iu tu<i*r.»-i 
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Sr»inr t'oi»l on honour and tmtli depending, -*- 
l'*rcnn [»iiv — Til hew! — his poor life (jrnick- finding 
ril i.'ixc from .-^hame: he shall glorious die — 
N*»i :;iiilM, hetrayd, nor despis'd — as IT 

'How still boils over.' now IIILDING pleaded. 
\i»iith\s hoi lierro hlood: and vet. Son! how needed 
To «'ool its fervors are >xars ol snow: — 
Tliat nohle Maiden nor wronsf thou so: 
My Foster- Dan ijhter impeach not! — Better 
Impeurh the n'ORXOR: lor who can letter 
Tlieir ansjrv Fates, which — on this our world — 
Heavii's Thunder -land liither down hath hurl'd? 
Her sorrows noblv to none proclaiming. 
E'en leqend-\TDAR In silence shaming. 
Her ijTief was still . — as . in south- wood side 
Some turtle-dove's, when her mate hath died. 
Her heart, nathless. She to me tliscloscd; 
.\nd — 'endless pansys in its depths reposed! 
The Water- J>ird when death - pierc tl her breast. 
To ih' J)ottom divej?, with one (•omiort blest — 
Tliat burning day will not see her bruises. 
Lies so below and her life-blood loses; — 
Thus sln'ank Her pain to the realms of -Night, 
None knew but I ail Her griefs aright! — 
'For iJiiix's realm thej ve an olf'ring bound me 
.Vud Winter's verdure is liuug around me ; 
While i'ragraut snow-llowVs bloom round my hair, 
Fni a IVace-uiaid now: sure the victim's fair! 
;Vh! Death were easy! — Hut Dealli pain stilleth; 
\tunt:jiicni only M:oru'd haldkk willelh, 
V liiif; rin^ diMlh , no ii^pubi: it luccts. 
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Its heart still flatters, its pulse still beats! — 

But the weak one's struggles reveal thou never. 

None pity shall, though I grieve for ever; 

Ring BELE^s Daughter Her woes will bide. — 

Yet FRITHIOF hail from his once hop'd Bride!' — 

The Wedding day came at last. Cits token 

rd willing see from my rune- staff broken,) 

To th' Temple glided a long-drawn train 

Of white -rob'd Virgins and sword -clad men: 

A gloomy Minstrel before them wended, — 

O'er black -hued palfrey the pale Bride bended. 

Like that pale Spirit which sits up o'er 

The dusky cloud when the thunders roar! 

My Lily tall, from Iler saddle bearing, 

I led then forth through the Temple, faring 

To the* Altar- Circle where. Priests among, 

lofn's vows she took ^rilh unfalt'ring tongue* 

To th' White God, too. She long pr^jVs pre denied; 

And all, save only the Bride, lamented^ 

Then first the RIXG on Her tap'ring arm 

Grim HELGE marked , and straight snatch VI the charm ; 

Now BXLDUL weareth the glitt'ring trifle. -* 

My rage I then could no longer stifle. 

My good sword ipnick from its scabbard forth 

I drew, — then liide was HCLC£ wfwtb; — 

But ING^BORG whispered, — *Let he I a brother 

Could this hare spard , — I had borne all other; 

Yet mnch we saSer before we die, — 

AiXFATHER 'twccn US Will doom on bighr 

•jLixPATHEa dooms I' — matter d Fi^fTKiOT ^ioomini^; 
•Bnt I, loo, may for awhile be dooming. 
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L rrrsi*: * Tie ils*-!^ ,r:uu He Le^^iiiion. irnwmn^it "j 

la 1 tL* .i»:retj;n:i:v laasfv*" .iiii". v/r-f^" ^ute fr i -Hninnii:^- 

Tif- Hiia jj'.i siccosjsiai lfean--.^TPnnirrr ifffinttares nri 
hf nic-fior •! :.u.jki:. • '"•■mi'!'?. .\ vnt'-rt* ..ilar "he nuiitciiiiiic 
mil iJZOT -TufLui - -iiiiii fr 'i4tTiiie:c^. IFhtspittz "hu iiinw ii- 
rti».\« •» r-f'/ic i. le f-!l? tie luLrrh us Kiifmrrv -hah 
44*.'<jii&: us ii.m-lini: he tiHiii* toic^ le iiiiub' iiuimiDt£ its 
in-uiir ns^e.-iil •) ::<uuii<iiui. Mt rrpnt^t«r uiii iiiilu- ill :^ 
V'liiiti^'i lun tH*!l iiv**:^ TThV Lilss- leitulfiiiit aniiiiif "iuf i^nir- 
Ltini*.H — uiii II & nitint^ii iitt ? ?*iu]iti . iiur iauisnuurr a*> 
iiii«' lint fi ''*Tii*rriiiie » a i iis^zii. ^ an vm lil -iifiirs ^ 
♦^iu) fu» i.'iini*.H imiinTTf f^uai ntf*uiir nait. v^ltt 7"iwt.- Ae 
^jt^i«' » iisi;:i»r* — am i,i^.ii::i + i.iin tj m mirj 

Eiii—ip - ♦rnr.14 mil fiuiiiaifniir 1i« iiiiiii:»iir iiir *«a:rIf;!£E«flc« 
T»unjn» fV»r iini»rti urn. inm iiK -finnicuLC riiii _ iiii£ -^w**^ 
i» "til*. Miii**i ftintv ii-fuc^ftL 



CANTO xra. 



UaUttv'ti i^sre. 



I. 

]\l]dnight*s San, all blood-red bright. 

Far-off hills o'erbended; 
It was not day, it was not night. 

Between them it was suspended. 



n. 



B alder's Pyre, of the San a Mark, 
Holy Hearth red-staineth ; 

Yet, soon dies its last faint spark. 
Darkly then H&DER reigneth. 
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Ancient Priests round the Temple -wall 
Stood, and the pile -brands shifted; 

Silver -bearded and pale, they all 
Flint -knives in hard hands lifted.' 



rv. 



HELGE, crown*d, standeth them beside. 
Help *mid the circle proffring. 

Hark! then clatter, at midnight^s tide. 
Arms in the grove of Off 'ring. — 



irj 



'.Not, sunr, for Thee VArLUXDER kepi 
( fl ra V i lu; that j ewel's wonders ; 

\ iolnirr sioht, and the Virgin wept, — 
Down witli all scoundrel -plunders!* — 



XVI. 



Ilrnv«- hr pulKd; but fast-g^wn seem'd 
'I'hr' iirni and the Bing so curious; 

Whni IdosM at last, where the* Altar gleamed 
liri^hlrst — thr God leapt furious! 



xvn. 

Hark, thai crash! Gnawing gold -toothed flame 

lUftrr and n>of o'er-cpiivers; 
uii'iUN turns pah* us hr stands « and shame 

I uiTliiOi IVi^ls — ilial he shivers. 

Win. 
^nioUN , ivh^axr ihcni! I'nbar the door; 

Til" r.^kitplr K)ji;rs: pour Avater. pour 
All ih. Sru ihrrrovor'" - 

\IN. 

Ao^^ l\%\Ui 1Vw\jO,* *wj, iT\^xT *Ti«'. Strand, 
« l«Aii\ iilk*' . *h,*\ •^Um" o4ich Oilier: 



Rain-God Eke. bu rsirsyx' i»s¥, 

All-directzx^ vidk l«rd*T nir^ 

Calm *BUMi|g like L^ i:;*^ - Hitiugineri. 



Tain! fire conqiKTc; rfluxir pas:. 

Smoke -cknidf -viiin^ au£ flmsm^c 
Gold on red'knit saoidf iaGt- i««m^ 

SflTer fiaft£$ arc ib»u:u:£. 



AH, alTc kiftJ Frtm htt^^iMun^c 

TV fire-red Cock vf^^^n^f^VL '. — 
Sits om tke roof, a&d^ vkL Wtfib* «.^ 



Moming^s wiftds iron ttie AorttJ rtiM. ju* 
Greedj ibe fie»t«f; Uws<t: $ofi^; *- 



xxjr. 



Raging, froiii l^raci^L U/ J>f*<**;J. #f t#;< 
Still roujid tii^ gv<tl ij#;V:# <;>/»» 14;: 
All! how itmriiil tLiit iaLc i*^<jr /^«^*^ 
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Hirki — haw it snaps i th,' Cffing raoc; 

Sft"! train, one ccp ^arks shower; — 
"GAia:$c sir^FEL^? Sens, die re^. w^oc booc 

3dLuL5 irt. olul's irai. auaTs power? 



Shcrviess (sui iiillaws wsniier: 
^uit^be>iat£ rbse. bat nack uri ctrre 



IV A»kBe» j«Mii ^ ;&e Temple iarsti^ 
l^tj — */Vr tB§ koc tears dummbtfl 



OABTOZIT. 



ftithiat 006th teti> 
liauishmenU 




T*jiii> Cjnin nh3» "wHi m mnvnuRE Himiliwiif. FzrTS>:4' 
ilU2«nHiiiii£ las' uiti*^ iiiisuni; £::de jnm lut iiuuv^c Tuhtscanti. » 

hs^ 3ul iKiicr inic ih fniffi^ -v^^ *&» cBB&muiiiia — 

r^iiL shut iir- ar*^?3 - 
rViiii: T-M irnta£ Ss.. 

^r UTTss^^^is ^ iiiiL -&(y 4c«t iiGiiic TiniiE^. jsz..na. ioii lu^ crews 
<^!ici^ v*!^ 3ijb.**iity 71 >aircr. mi Ins TTTniir i<v^s &&«> &e 

<N^ jk V4;,:y««\'«£ Skiu:£ >f W C^iiiurT j^ ta*jiiit!> . iiii£ iS' CLrrJed 

wlMoaf VCAM W««>/tt ill ^JIlk:MiWX 

Ay«£ >':*ia<5 suBc^fts.. 



CANTO XIT. 



liamshmmU 



Argument. 

Thid Canto opens with an unrivaled Monologue, frithiof 
hastening his unavoidable exile from his beloved Fatherland, is 
steering towards Ocean , 'while the smoke of the Temple still 
rises from the strand.* His passionate words somewhat ease 
his full hearty and he ends with the exclamation — 

'My Life -Home given 

Thou shalt, far -driven. 

My Barrow be. 

Thou free broad Sea!* 
But he is pursued I uelge, with his fleet of Dragons, has- 
tens to grasp the fugitive ere he escapes his vengeance. — 
This danger, however, has been foreseen; bjOrn has scuttled 
the vessels , and tlicy are filling rapidly. helg£ and his crews 
escape with difficulty to shore, and the Tyrant owes his life 
only to the ineffable contempt of his noble foe, who then chaunt- 
eth a Farewell Song to his Country *s Genius, and is carried 
by heaven's fresh breezes to those 'plains blue-spreading' on 
whose broad bosom all 'unknown 

Are despot's glances 

And tyrant's fancies!' 



139 



For balder's — Brother — 

He burn'd mine other. 

Yes ! Thou'rt my North , 

My Foster -earth; 

From that down yonder 

I now must wander. 

Yes! Thou'rt my Bride, 

Black weeds Thy pride; 

For ah! how dare one 

Trust Her, that Fair One? — 

*Thou free broad Sea! 
Unknown to Thee 
Are despot's glances 
And tyranx*8 fancies. 
Where freemen swing — 
Is he thy King, 
Who never shivers 
Howe'er high quivers. 
With rage oppressed. 
Thy froth -white breast! 
Thy plains 9 blue -spreading. 
Glad chiefs are treading; 
Like ploughs thereon 
Their keels drive on; 
And blood -rain patters 
In shade the* oak scatters.. 
But steel -bright there 
The com -seeds glare! 
Those plains so hoary 
Bear crops of glory. 
Rich crops of gold: 



Ttr^jzr* sazc aaiiau 
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For balder's — Brother — 

He burQ*d mine other. 

Yes ! Thou'rt my North , 

My Foster -earth; 

From that down yonder 

I now must wander. 

Yes! Thou'rt my Bride, 

Black weeds Thy pride; 

For ah! how dare one 

Trust Her, that Fair One? — 

*Thou free broad Sea! 
Unknown to Thee 
Are despot's glances 
And tyrant's fancies. 
Where freemen swing ^ 
Is he thy King, 
Who never shivers 
Howe'er high fivers. 
With rage oppress'd. 
Thy froth -white breast! 
Thy plains , blue - spreading , 
Glad chiefs are treading; 
Like ploughs thereon 
Their keels drive on; 
And blood -rain patters 
In shade the' oak scatters. 
But steel -bright there 
The com -seeds glare! 
Those plains so hoary 
Bear crops of glory, 
Rich crops of gold : 
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Thou billow bold 
Befriend me ! — Never 
ni from tbee sever! — 
My fatber^s Mound 
Dull stands, fast-bound. 
And self- same suites 
Ghaunt cbangeless dirges; 
But blue shall mine 
Through foam-floVrs shine, 
'Mid tempests swimming. 
And storms thick dimming. 
And draw yet mo 
Down, down, below. — 
My Life -Home given. 
Thou shalt, far -driven! 
My Barrow be — 
Thou free broad Sea!' — 

Thus fierce he grieveth. 
And sorrowing leave th 
His prow so true 
The reeds it knew, — 
All gently gliding 
'Mong rocks still biding 
To watch i' th' Northt 
The shallow firth. — 
But vengeance wakens: 
With twice five Dragons 
Swam HELGE round 
And clos'd the Sound. 
Then each loud crieth; — 
*Now iiBLGE dieth 
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This one fight o'er — 
Then thrives no more. 
The bright Moon under. 
That valhall's wonder; 
Above Hell rise 
To' His home^ the skies; 
That blood immortal. 
Seeks oden's portal.' 

The word scarce said. 
With unseen tread 
Some Pow'r fast clingeth 
To' each keel that swingeth! 
And see ! they slow 
Are drawn below 
To dead -rich RANA; 
Nay! e'en King HELGE 
From half-drown'd prore 
Scarce swims ashore. 

But glad BJ&RN proudly 
Shouts, laughing loudly, — 
•Thou ASA -blood. 
That trick was good! 
Unseen, unfearful, 
I scuttled cheerful 
The ships last night; 
The thought was bright! 
What RAN enfoldeth 
I hope she holdeth. 
As heretofore: 
Yet, pity sore. 
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They went to th* bottom 
Their Chief forgotten ! * 

In angry mood 
King HELGE stood. 
Scarce death- deliver d; 
His drawn Bow ^iverd. 
Steel- cast and round, 
'Gainst rocky ground; 
Himself not knew it. 
How hard he drew it. 
Till th* steel -bow sprang 
With snapping dang. 

But FRiTiliOF weigheth 
His Lance, and sayeth: — 
'Held back, this free 
Death -Eagle see! 
If out He dashes 
He mortal gashes 
That tyrant- thing 
A coward -King 
Who — needless shrinketh: 
My Lance ne*er drinketh 
A craven's blood. 
Ay! 'tis too good 
For such achievements! 
'Mong rune-stone grievements 
It carv*d may stand. 
But ne'er shall brand 
That scoundrel -framing 
Which thy name's shaming! 
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Thy manhood's bloom 
Finds shipwreck's doom. 
And scaping hither 
On shore, will wither. — 
Rust steel may break. 
Not thou. — I'll take 
A mark far higher 
Than base peace-buyer: 
Take care how near 
Thine own appear!' — 

To' an oar cut down. He 
Then grasps a pine-tree, 
(That mast -pine fell 
In Gudbrand's dell,) 
Its mate then heaveth. 
And the' ocean cleave th. 
Strong pulls He takes. — 
As reed -shaft breaks. 
As cold -blade snappeth. — 
Each oar quick cracketh! — 

Day's Orb now shin'd 
Hill -tops behind; 
Fresh breezes bounded 
From shore, and sounded 
Each wave to dance 
In Morning's glance. 
Where th' high surge leapeth 
ELLiDA sweepeth. 
Glad stretch'd her wings. — 
But FRITHIOF sings : 
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I. 

'Heimskringla^s forehead » 

Thou lofty North! 
Away I'm hurried 

From this thine Earth. 
My race from Thee goes, 

I boasting tell; 
Now, nurse of heroes — 

Farewell! Farewell! 

n. 

•Farewell , high - gleaming 

VALHALLA'S Throne, 
Night's Eye, bright- beaming 

Midsummer's Sun! 
Sky! where, as in Hero's 

Soul, pure depths dwell, — 
And thronging Star -rows, — 

Farewell! Farewell! 

m. 

•Farewell, ye Mountains, 

Seats Glory for; 
Ye tablet -fountains 

For mighty thor! 
Ye lakes and Highlands 

I left so sel'. 
Ye rocks and islands. 

Farewell ! Farewell ! 

•Farewell, Cairns dreaming 

By wave of blue, — 
Where, snow-white gleaming. 

Limes flowV-dust strew! 






'2 arr.-jl "♦- i»*:Tt-rr 
Jr^di iuiTr-i"- 4rni*ra 

3 ' " m ii"Ti rivz ^ i r-.- .' -. 



.*■?- 



"J V :v v*^ r.- -tin/. .» 



r 



OAHTO XT> 



^ke ^i'kinQ^€0he, 



Argument. 

The 'VlKl^*G-coD£' follows^ an admirable digest of the 
battle-breathing maxims acted upon by the freebooters of tho 
Korth. But still tegn^r's genius has thrown the Rain-bow of 
Pity over the Deluge of Blood! 

'Tis enough shouldst thou conquer! — Who prays thee 
for peace, hath no sword , — .and cannot be thy foe. 

PrayV is valualla's Child ^ hear the pale Virgin's voice; 
yes! a scoundrel is he that says no!" 

In many a sweetly - flowing Stanza is then related the deep 
melancholy of tho love-stricken youth , his struggles to ennoble 
the pirate-life he professed , his savage reckless death-seeking 
bravery in battle, his sorrowful home-longing in peace — till 
at last ho concludes; 

'There's the flag on tho mast, to the Northland it points, 
and the North holds the Country I love; 

Back to Northward Ml steer, gladly following tho course of 
the breezes fresh-blowing above!' 



CANTO XV. 



mt vmna^arortc. 



I. 

Jbar and wide, like the Falcon that hunts through the 
sky, flew He now o'er the desolate Sea; 

And his Vikinga-Code, for His champions onboard, wrote 
he well; — wilt thou hear what it be? 

II. 

*On thy ship pitch no tent; In no house shalt thou sleep; 

in the hall who our friends ever knew? 
On his shield sleeps the Viking, his sword In his hand, 

and for tent has yon Heaven the blue. 

III. 

*With a short-shafted hammer fights conquering TIIOR, 
FREy's own sword but an ell long is made; 

That's enough. Hast thou courage! Strike close to thy 
foe : not too short for thee then is thy blade ! 

TV. 

*Whcn the storin roars on high, up aloft with the sail; 

ah ! how pleasant's the Sea in its wrath : 
Let It blow, let It blow! He's a coAvard that furls; rather 

founder than furl In thy path. 

V. 

*On the shore, not on board, mayst thou toy with a maid; 

freja's self would prove false to thy love : 
For the dimple deceives on her cheek, and her tresses 

would net -like entrap ihce above! 
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VI. 

•Wine is v.LLr.vTllER .^ driiik: a carouse thou mayst liave: 
bat yet -iti'a'lv autl iipriijht appear: 

He who staggers on sliore may stand up, but will soon 
down to sleep -givini; ran stager here. 

vn. 

"Sails the mercliant-diip forth, ihou his bark mayst protect, 

if — due Lriliiitc his weak hand has told: 
On thv wave art thou King; he's a slave to his pelf, 

and tliy steel is as ^uod as hia ^old ! 

^111. 
'Willi the dice and the lot shall the bootv be shared; and 

complain not. however it goes: 
But the Sea-Kin:^ himself throws no dice on the deck, 

only i^loi'v He seeks li*om his foes. 

^Heaves a ViJdng in sight — then come boarding and strife , 



and hot work is it under the shield; 
But from us art thou banish'd — forget not the doom ^ 
if a step or a foot thou shalt yield! 

"Tis enough, shouldst thou concpier! Who prays thee for 
peace, has no sword — and cannot be thy foe: 

Pray'r is valttvlla's child , hear the pale Virgin's voice j 
yes! a scoundrel is he who says no I 

XI. 

^Viking- gains are deep wounds, and right well they adorn 

if they stand on the brow or the breast. 

Let them bleerl! Twice twelve hours first must circle ere 

binds them — who Vikiuga-comi*ade would restl' — 

XTr, 

Thus His Laws car\'d He out, and fresh Exploits each day 

and fresh fame to strange coast-lands he brought : 



• •: • • 

• . ■ • 



151 

And his Like found He none on the blue-rolling sea, and 
his champions right willing they fought. 

xnL 
But Himself sat all darkly, with rudder in hand, and 

looked down on the slow- rocking spray; — 
*Deep thou art ! Peace perchance in those depths still may 

bloom, but above here all peace dies away. 

XIV. 
*Is the White God enrag*d? — Let him take His good 

sword, I ^vill fall should it so be decreed; 
But He sits in yon sky, gloomy thoughts sending down; 

ne'er my soul from their sadness is freed!' — 

XV. 

Yet when battle is near, like the fresh eagle flying, his 

spirit fierce soars with delight; 
Loudly thunders His voice, and with clear brow He stands, 

like the Light'ner still foremost in fight. 

XVI. 

Thus from vict'ry to vict'ry He ceaselessly swam, on 
that wide -foaming grave all secure; 

And fresh islands He saw, and fresh bays in the South, 
till fair winds on to Greek-Land allure. 

xvn. 

When its groves He beheld, in the green tide reflected, 

its temples in ruin bent low; — 
FREJA knows what He thought, and the Scald, and if e'er 

thou hast known how to love — thou wilt know! — 

XVIU. 
'Here our dwelling had been! Here's the isle, here's the 

land; of this Temple my Sire oft would tell; 
Hither 'twas, hither 'lAvas, I invited my Maid; — all! She, 

cruel, the North lov'd too well! 
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''Moiig these happy green vales dwells not Peace? and Re- 
membrance, ah! haunts she not columns so fair? 

Like the whisp'rings of lovers soft murmur those springs, 
and with bridal -songs birds till the air. 

'Where is r>JGEBORG now? — Is so soon all forgot — for 
a Chief wither'd, grey- hair d, and old? — 

I, I cannot forget! Gladly gave I my life, yet once more 
that dear form to behold! 

XXI. 

•And three years have gone by since my own land I saw, 
kingly Hall of fair Saga the Queen! 

Rise there yet so majestic those mountains to Heav'n, 
keeps my Forefathers' dale its bright green? 

xxn. 

*On the Cairn where my Father lies buried, a Lime-tree 
I planted — ah! blooms it there now? 

Who its tender shoot guards? — Give thy moisture, O 
Earth! and thy dews, O thou Heaven, give Thou! 

XXIII. 

*Yet why linger I here, on the wave of the stranger? — is 
tribute, is blood, then my goal? 

I have glory sufficient, and beggarly gold and its bright- 
ness — deep scorneth my soul. 

XXIV. 

•There's tlie flag on the mast^ to the Northland it points, 
and the iVorth holds the Country I love; 

Back to northward Til steer, and will follow the course 
of the breezes fresh-blowing above !' — 



CANTO XVL 



|$j0trtt «tib JVitJii0f. 



.irr/mmmc. 



Lias \tikio i i^Tv uaraccemHiL*. N^ttiui!! -ouiu j 
"derniailv laro tainieti :jjic«' iie '^ luuss.-* oammoii . aitt 
1UOF he Tiampion-'Wro. a ivaaiuBATia. 

ui OM nmrrmm ivm! 

*«v lui ooue . 



CANTO XVI. 



uiovn ann jFvWot 



FRITHIOF. 

Jljjorn! I'm awearied of surge and of sea! 

Billows 9 at best, are tumultuous urchins; 

Northland's firm, fast-rooted, dear-belov'd Mountains 
Wondrously tempt me, afar though they be. — 

Happy whom never his land has out -driven* 
None ever chas'd from his Father's green grave ! 

Ah! too long, yes too long have I striven, 
Peaceless and sad, on this Ocean's wild wave!' — 

bjOrn. 

*Ocean is good, blame it not; for out yonder 

Freedom and gladness abide on its breast; 

Nothing know I of weak womanish rest. 
Onward I love with the billows to wander. — 

When I am old , on the blossoming Earth 
I, too, will grow soil-fast as the grass is; — 

Goblet and battle shall now be my mirth , 
Now ril enjoy each youug hour as it passes!' — 
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FRITHIOF. 

*Ycl, by hard ice wc arc hunted on hmd; 

Sec ! round our keel the big waves He all lifeless. 

Winter I waste not, the long and the strifcless^ 
Here 'mong the rocks of a desolate strand. 

Yule shall again in the Northland delight me. 
Guesting with RING and the Bride that he stole. 

Yes! I'll again view those locks streaming brightly. 
Tones still so lov'd shall yet speak to my soul!' — 

bjOrn. 

*Good! Hint no longer. Revenge is our duly; 

RING skall acknowledge a Viking's is dire. 

Sudden, at midnight, his Palace well fire. 
First burn the' old Warrior, then ravish the Beauty. 

Haply it chances, iii Vikiuga-wise , 
Isle -duel worthy the Chieftain thou dcemest; 

Or, Thou mayst challenge to Ilost-fight on ice; 
Say! — I'm prcpar'd for whatever Thou schemesl!' — 

FRITHIOF. 

*Arson, oh name not! and think not of war: 

Peaceful I go. The good King has not wrong'd me; 

She too , is guiltless. -^ Yes ! Gods avenge strongly — 
I their insulter — the crimes they abhor. 

Litde on Earth may I hope. There remaineth 
Now but to part from the Bride I hold dear: — 

Part, ah! for aye. — When soft Spring again reigiicth. 
Then, if not sooner, I haste to thee here.' 

bjOrn. 

*FRlTlliOF, I cannot excuse, Man! Thy madness. — 
What! for a Woman lament so sore! 



157 

Women, good lack! the whole Earili swarm o'er; 
Thousands, one gone, will soon banish thy sadness. 

Quick, if Thou wilt, where the South Sun glows 
Cargoes I'll bring of such wares, more than others 

Gentle as lambs and as red as the rose, — 
Then draw we lots, or divide them like Brothers!' — 

FRITHIOF. 

*BJdRN! Thou art open and glad, like as frey ; 

Boldness in fight, skill in counsel, thou showcst; 

ODEN and TIIOR both together Thou knowest; 
FREJA, the Ileav'nly, Thou dost not obey. 

Speak we not now of the pow'r each God keepcth; 
Rouse not, enrage not, the' Eternal again; — 

Sooner or later, the sparkle that sleepeth 
Wakes — in the bosom of Gods and of Men !' — 

BjOrn. 

*Go not alone. — Seldom way -laid rcturncth,' 

FRITHIOF. 

*Well am I foUow'd: — My sword's at my side.' 

bjOrn. 
'HAGBART, forget not, of hanging died!' — 

FRITHIOF. 
*IIe w'^' s taken, his hanging well earneth!' — 
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bjOrn. 

Tall'st Thou, Wap-Broiher! Til Vcnge Thee well; 
Blood-eagle lines on Tliy foe shall be flowing.' 

FRITHIOF. 

*bjorn! 'lis not needed. The cock's loud crowing 
Hears he no longer than I. — Farewell!' — 



CANTO ZVII. 



;fvithi0f cameth to 



\i2sxtk 1 BHllad. — niii i u-Muhrtiil 'inn \t '\»\ 
•HirRfSMon ^^ 'cmciunii iiriuenm .n iiu ffiiil jt' T&i 
3ff iriarnh .' 

En in lid unu -t iifti£ni»e thittikip mn 3 iT^niESi* 
pflnnrmnsft na iie Cuur if !ii»'.iiH. Xiiiuhr <|iuii?^£ ^feuw? kccc's 
<ittiRntinn Ti iie uiKnufvn :5*Tnni£Rr. md jffrriHi^nir liv 
{inii auHw^m iiar he -v«i» 311 fsmmnim znesir. [te Iliiitt^ bun 

Bur 7'm ilH^miHi* li!r ihil inw. and like rfror'^Ht' .i^«ar. 
D^wruH i iirv/>H ^uduuss- iBVf!r. anil ITU ^^vtc^ €i«uifiiicai^ 

<s!C4>iniminir — 



^ fnrtsor Tjii .fAi>{nir TBmroF. tnnntih. ail t&H wiirfi 

Si> be(p my dt? rihts iM^e^i, anii Thi& my FiIiiauHi sv*?^!' 

l}dA 'iuinrie.^^ •'.^-viliy 'li^ 'S^.t pdeases til« 4U Kiss, and 
b^ 4r4«»r?i bM Cur vwHie: Sp«i«iB« w&ii* k& aAmdk mosnized 
fc^r l>)'o^r; t4 in -op tbe Dri!ikin:s-II<im iMc tke wMe Cham- 
jAftn, Thfif^njiKt , tbe ;fcz«d Pnac« \5s^Shf ptesscs kis lisifor to 
r^HMm hfU C^iKAi till 5i^pfifkST — and Ihe Snwss of the Scalds 
I'^s; 4fKl UU; aohute tbe BaaqoH of tl^ Bcare! 



CANTO XVII. 



ffviitfiof cometfi to mm Uina^ 



I. 

lV.ing RING^ on High-Seat resting, at Yule drank mead so 

bright. 
His Queen was sat beside him, all rosy-red and white; 
Like Spring and Autumn seem'd they, each other near, 

to be. 
The fresh Spring ing'borg liken'd, — the chilly Autumn he. 

n. 

UnknoAvn, an ancient Wand'rer now treadelh in the Hall, 
From head to foot all darkly his thick fur-garments fall; 
A staff he feebly holdeth , and bent they see him go , — 
That old man yet was taller than all the rest, I trow. 

m. 

He sat him on the bench there, right down behind the 

door; 
For that the poor mau*s station is now, and was before ; — 
The courtiers eye each other, and basely him deride. 
And many' a finger pointeth to that grim bear's rough hide. 

IV. 

Then like two vivid lightnings the Strangers eyes fierce 

flash. 

While one hand graspeth quickly a lordling-youih too 

rash; — 

11 



c. 
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Right warily the courtier he twirlelh round about. 

Then silent grew the others — as we had done^ no doubt! 

V. 

*What noise is that dowa yonder? — Who breaks our 

kingly peace! — 
Come up to me, old fellow! Your words to me address! 
Your name, your will, whence come ye?' — Thus the* 

angry King demands 
Of the* aged man, half- hidden by th' comer where he 

stands. — 

VI. 

•Right much, O King, Thou askest! Yet answer d shall 

Thou be ; 
My name I give not, that sure can matter none but me. 
In Penitence I'm foster'd, and Want was all I heird. 
The Wolf from came I hither, for last his bed I shar'd. 

vn. 

*Iu former days I, joyous, the Dragon*s back bestrode; 
With wings so strong, he gladly and safe o'er Ocean rode: 
Now lies he lam'd and frozen, full close along the land. 
Myself, too, am grown old and bum salt upon the strand. 

vin. 

Icame to see thy msdom, through all the Country known , 
And was not made for the' insults thy people here have 

shown ; 
By th' breast a fool I lifted, and round about did swing. 
Yet stood he up uninjur'd — forgive me that, O King!* — 

IX. 

*Not ill', the Monarch cricth, *Thou joinest words and wit. 
And the' ag'd one ought to honour; come — at my board 

here sit. 
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But yon disguise let fall now, and like thy self appear; 
Disguised thrives Gladness never, and FU have Gladness 

here ! ' 

X. 

From off the Guest's high head, then, the hairy bear-hide 

fell. 
And, *stead of him so ancient, a stripling all sec well; 
His lofty temples shading, bright ringlets flowed uubound. 
Like some gold wave encircling his full broad shoulders 

round. 

XL 

And proud he stood before them, in velvet mantle blue. 
With hand -broad silver girdle where beasts green woods 

range through; 
With cunning skill had the' Artist emboss'd them out to day. 
And round the Hero's middle each other hunted they. 

xn. 

His Armlet, red gold trinket, to' his arm right splendid 

clung; 

Like standing heav'n-snatch'd Lightning, his shining War- 
Sword hung; 

His Hero-glance slow wander'd all calm o'er guest and ha^ 

He stood there fair as BALDER, and tall as ASA-THOR. 

xm. 

The' astonish'd Queen's pale cheeks, how fast-changing 

rose-tints dye! — 
So pui'ple Northlights , quiv'ring, on snow-hid meadows lie : 
Like two white water-lilies on storm-wave wild that rest. 
Each moment rising, falling, — so heaves her trembling 

breast ! 
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XIV. 

Then loud blew signal- trumpets: — death -still became 

all there ; 
For now was the' hour of Promise, and frey's Boar in 

they bear : 
His grim mouth holds an apple, his shoulders garlands 

graced , 
And down on silver Charger four bended knees he plac'd. 

xv/ 

And quick King ring he riseth, ynlh grey locks thinly 

crown'd , 
Then, first the Boar's brow touching, his vow thus speaks 

around ; 
*I swear to conquer fritiiiof , stout champion though he be. 
So help me frey and oden , and THOR more strong than 

He!' 

XVI. 

With mocking laugh ^ undaunted, the Stranger-chief uprose. 
While, flash-like, hero -rage o'er his scornful face quick 

goes; 
His sword upon the table he dash*d with feai*ful clang. 
And up from the' oaken benches each warrior sudden 

sprang. 

xvn. 

*And hear thou, good Sir Monarch! for I'll too make my 

vow; 

Young FRITIIIOF is my kinsman, Tve known him up till 

now; — 

I swear to shelter fritiiiof, though all the world with- 
stood, — 

So help my fav'ring norna and this my Falchion good!* — 
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XVIII. 

With smiles the King him answcrd ; *FulI bold thy accents 

fall. 
Yet words were never fetter d in Northcra Kingly Hall. — 
Queen! fiU for him that Horn there, with wine thou pri- 

zest best. 
Till Spring returns, the Stranger I hope will be our guest.' 

XIX. 

The Horn which stood before her, the Queen then rais'd 

with care. 
From the' Urus' forehead broke, — 'twas a jewel rich and 

rare ; 
Its feet were shining silver, with many' a ring of gold. 
While wondrous runes adorn'd it, and curious shapes of 

old. 

XX. 

The Goblet to the Hero She reach'd, with do^vncasteyne, — 
But much Her hand it trembled and spill'd the sparklin 

wine ; 
As Ev'ning's purple blushes on snowy Lilies stand. 
So bum'd those drops all darkly on ing'horg's fair white 

hand. 



IT 



XXI. 

Straight from the noble Ladye glad took the Guest tliat 

Horn , 
Not two men could have drain'd it, as men are now y-boni; 
But easily and willing, the gentle Queen to please. 
The mighty Stranger drain it — in but one draught — 

She sees. 
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xxn. 

The Scald, too', his Harp awakning, as by ring's board 

he sate, 
A heart-sprung legend chaunted of Northern Lovers* fate ; — 
Of IIAGBART and fair SIGNE he sang with voice so deep. 
That steel-clad bosoms melted — each stern eye long*d 

to weep. 

xxm. 

Then harp'd he VALHALl's glories, rewards the' Einheriar 

gain d , 
And eke their Fathers' exploits, by land and sea obtain*d; — 
His sword then grasp'd each warrior, enkindled ev'ry look. 
And — ceaseless round the' assembly its course the full 

Horn took! 

xxrv. 

So, — deeply in that King's-House they drank all through 

the night, — 
A Yule -carouse each champion enjoy'd with such delight; 
And then to sleep loud haste they, so glad and free from 

care. 
But aged RING he slumber'd — by ing'borg*8 side the fair! 



CAHTO zvni. 



softie 



Argument. 

"The next Canto," says Professor Longfellow,* "de- 
scribes a sleigh-ride on the ice. It has a cold breath about it. 
The short, sharp stanzas are like the angry gusts of a north- 
wester." 

The venerable Ring and his lovely Spouse will slcdgo 
across the 'clear mirror' of the frozen lake. The Stranger 
warns in vain, — the ice gives way, — and only Frithiof's 
vigourous activity can save them. — Ho hastens to the side of 
his Beloved, 

'And then, without effort, pulls up with one spring. 
On the' ice, as before, — Sledge, Charger, and RingT 



♦ North American Review ^ N:o XCVI, July i837 , p. 177. 



CANTO xvin. 



Efft Slelifle=®Tnir0ion* 



I. 

Jving RING to a banquet sets out with liis Queen, 
So clear sweeps the mirror-like lake's frozen sheen. 

U. 

*Keep back!' said the Stranger, *that icy path shun; 
'Twill give way ; cold and deep for a bath its waves run !' 

in. 

*Not so soon,' answers ring, 'can a King be drown'd; 
Let the coward who fears It the lake go round !' • — 

IV. 

Fierce frowns the tall Champion, dark threats in his eyes. 
And quick on his feet steel scate-shoes He ties. 

• V, 

Then away darts the Courser, away in his might; 
He flame-snorting gallops, — so wild his delight. 

VI. 

*0n! speed thee!' cries ring; 'On! my Swift-of-foot good ! 
Let us see if thou springest from sleipner's high blood!' 

vn. 

Like the Storm in its wrath, they dash o'er the lake; 
ring heeds not the cry of His Queen — 'It will break!' — 
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vni- 



Xor idleth the sicel-foolcd Warrior; — His speed 
Outstrips, when He wills it, yon fast-fljing Steed. 



And many a mne, too, on the* ice He engraves; 

Fair ixg'borg drives o'er Her own Name on the waves. 

X. 

Thus forward they rash on the glassy-smooth path. 
But beneath them false RAXA her ambush hath: 

XI. 

In Her silvery roof a deep fissure she reft , — 
And the Royal Sledge lies in the op'ning cleft. 

xn. 

Then pale, pale as death, waxes RiNG^s lovely bride. 
But — a whirlwind no swifter — the Guest* s at Her side ! 

xm. 

With iron-heel boring. He the' ice firmly treads; — 

So, the Chargers mane grasping, his hands deep embeds; 

xrv. 

And then, without effort, — He pulls, at one spring. 
On the' ice, as before, — Sledge, Chai^er, and RING. — 

XV. 

*Full sooth,' cries ring quickly, *my praise hast thou won; 
Not better could strong-handed FRITHIOF have done!' — 

XVI. 

So back they return to the Palace once more; — 
The Stranger will there the long winter pass o'er. 



CANTO XIX. 



JVitfiiuf j9t l&tmptniion. 



jirgumenl. 

This Canto is of a "rj^^ghte excellent cunnyng/* A chan- 
ging flow of soft melancholy or rich wild vigour pervades its 
stanzas, and a wonderful knowledge of the human heart ele- 
vates its moral lessons. 

The aged ring and all his Court will to the "merry green 
wood." He is followed by the blooming ingrborg and the Stran- 
ger-favourite. As the chase waxes hot, however, the old King 
and FRiTniOF find themselves in a verdant dale, separated from 
their attendant Train, ring pretends great sleepiness, and 
shortly after falls into an apparently profound slumber on the 
young Warrior's knee, as *calm as the infant on its mothcr^s arm.* 

Then rises *The Temptation* before the troubled Imagination 
of the impetuous Sea-King; 
*Hcre no human eye can see thee, silent is the dark deep grave.' 

But — though ''a single individual seems alone to stand 
between him and supreme felicity: and the age is an ago of fe- 
rocity; might and right are well nigh synonymous; the Viking 
sports with human life as with the billow; the very minister of 
religion imbrues his hand in the blood of his fellow-creatures; a 
death of violence is accounted a blessing, since it opens the 
gates of Valhalla," * — the generous and noble Youth resists 
the black-plumed Fiend, throws 'Lightning's Brother' far into 
the wood, and — the Sleeper waketli! 

An explanation succeeds, ring reproaches the Viking with 
the secrecy of his visit, but does homage to his virtue and va- 
lour, and proposes to him a residence of regard and sonship 
till — the course of Nature shall give him the Throne and 
ingeborg. This, the wounded spirit of the *varg i veubi' re- 
fuses, — and the Canto closes with frithiof's passionate and 
despairing 'Hail' to his 'good Dragon', the 'clang of shields' and 
Death! 



CANTO XIX. 



jfvitffioV» Centjptatton. 



I. 

Opring IS come; birds sweetly warble, smiles the sun, 

the woods are green, 
And, unchain'd, the murm'i-ing streamlets dancing seaward 

down are seen. 
Glowing red as freja's cheeks, young op'ning rose-buds 

freshly part, 
And to Life's glad joys to hope and courage wakes Man's 

heav'n-touch'd heart. — 

II. 

The' aged King to hunt will go ; the Queen , too , shall 

attend the sport; 
And in motley groups assembles gay deck'd, thronging, 

all the Court. 
Bows are clatt'ring, quivers rattle, fiery coursers paw the 

ground , 
And the' impatient hooded falcon screams upon his prey 

to bound. 

ni. 

See! there comes the Hunt's proud Mistress. — frithiof! 

ah ! nor look nor heed ! 

Star-like on a spring-cloud resting, so SJjp sits her milk- 
white steed. 
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Half 9 FREJA, half a ROTA, both cclips'd if She were 

by. - 
From Her rich, light, purple bonnet plumes blue-tinted 

wave on high. 

IV. 

Look not on those eyes* bright azure! look not on those 

locks of gold ! 
Ah! beware that waist *— 'tis tap'ring; nor such round 

full breasts behold: 
Gaze not at the rose and lily on Her changing cheek that 

meet; 
List not to that voice so dear, like Spring's soft music 

sighing sweet. 

V. 

Now the long-stretch'd line is ready. Hark away! o*er hill 

and dale. — 
Horns sound shrilly, and straight up to oden's Hall the 

glad hawks sail. 
Quick to lair and covert fly the screaming game from such 

affray , 
But, with outstretched spear, the fair Valkyria gallops on 

Her prey. 

VI. 

Old and feeble, ring can now the lengthen d chase no 

longer keep; 
PRITIIIOF only, dark-brow'd, silent, near him rides as forth 

they sweep; 
Sad, sore, gloomy thoughts are rising thickly in his troubled 

breast, — 
And, go where he will still croak they, mutt'ring ceaseless, 

words unblcst. — 
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VII. 

*Wliy, alas! free Ocean left I? — to my danger rashly 

blind; — 

Grief fares hardly on the billows, scattered by the fresh- 
ening wind. 

Droops the troubled Viking! — Danger soon to tread the 

war- dance charms. 

And away his black dreams vanish, dazzled by the glance 

of arms. 

VIIL 

*Here how chang'd all is! Unutterable longings whirl their 

wings 
Flutt'ring round my burning forehead. Trance-like are my 

wanderings ; 
balder's Sanctuary never can forgotten be; — nor yet 
The' oath She sware, not She, no! no! the cruel Gods 

have broken it. 

DC. 

*Yes! the race of Man they hate; its joys they view with 

wrathful look. 
Fiends! — to plant in Winter's bosom — rose-bud mine 

they gi'imly took: 
Winter! — He the Rose's guardian; — What! His heart 

to feel its price? 
No! — bud, leaf, and stalk his cold breath slow enfrosts 

with glitt'nng ice!' 

X. 

Thus lamented He. And now they came where , threatening 

rocks among. 
Birch and elm high o'er a valley darkly-cluster'd shadows 

flung. — 
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'See this pleasant tlcU, how cool!' The King, his charger 

leaving, said; 
'Come! Fm wearied; here 111 slumber; yon green bank 

shall be my bed.' — 

XI. 

*Rest not here, o King! the ground loo hard and cold a 

couch would be; 
Heavy sleep would follow. Rise! regain thy Halls, led 

back by me.' — 
*Sleep', said ring, 'like the' other Gods, when least 

expected comes ; my guest 
Surely will not grudge his Host one balmy hour's unbroken 

rest!' — 
xn. 

FRITIIIOF now his rich-wrought mantle, loosing, on the 

green turf laid. 

And upon his knees secure , his head the white-liair'd 

Monarch staid. 

Heroes so, on war-shield pillow'd — hush'd the battle's 

wild alarm, — 

Peaceful slumber; so rests the' infant, cradled on its mo- 
ther's arm. 

xra. 

Calm He sleeps. — But hark! a bird all coal-black sings 

from yonder bough; — 
'Haste thee , frithiof ; slay the dotard ! End at once your 

quarrel now. 
Take his Queen; She's thine; Her sacred kiss of plighted 

troth she gave. 
Here no human eye can see Thee! — Silent is the dark 

deep grave!' — 
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XIV. 

FRITHIOF listens. — Hark! a snow-white bird then sings 

from yonder bough, 
^Though no human eye should see thee , oden's eye would 

see it. — How! — 
Wouldst thou. Scoundrel, murder sleep? Shall helpless •'•' ' J 

age thy bright sword stain? 

Know, whatever thou winnest, Hero- fame at least thou 

wilt not gain ! ' 
XV. 

Thus contending sang the Birds. — But FRITHIOF seiz*d 

his Falchion good, 
And with hoiTor threw it from him, far into the gloom- 

ful wood : 
Down to NASTRAND flies the coal-black tempter; but, light 

wings his stay. 

Like a harp-tone warbling, hieth the' other sunward quick 

away. 

XVI. 

Straight awakes, then, the' aged Sleeper. — 'Sweet in- 
deed my rest hath been; 

Well they slumber in the shade whom Warrior guards with 

war -blade keen! 

But — where is thy war-blade , Stranger ! Lightning's bro- 
ther's left thy side; 

Who has parted friends that never from each other should 

divide?' — 
XVII. 

*Litde boots it'! answer'd frithiof; *ne'er the North I 

brand -less knew; 
Sharp , O King , the Sword's tongue is. Yes ! words of 

peace it speaks but few. 

12 
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Imps of darkness haunt the steel, — Hell -Spirits sprang 

from Niffclhem, 
Sloop itsolf they spare not, — and e'en silver locks but 

anger them ! ' — 

xvni. 

'Youth! I slept not! Only would I thus thy hero -soul first 

try; — 
F6ols may the' untried man or sword all fondly trust; 

so will not I! 
Thou art frithiof! I have known Thee since Thou first 

my Halls didst find; 
RING, though old, has long perceiv'd his clever guest's 

most secret mind. 

XIX. 

'Wherefore to my Palace creptst Thou! nameless and in 

close disguise? 

Wherefore ; — but to make an aged Chieftain's Bride thy 

stolen prize! 

Never, frithiof, *raid glad guests her station Honour 

nameless took; 

Sun-bright is Her shield; Her open face would spurn dis- 
sembled look: 

XX. 

*Fame a frithiof's exploits rumour'd, terror both to Gods 

and Men; 
Desp'rate, careless which , that Viking shields would cleave 

or Temples brcn! 
Soon, methought, this Chief will march with upborne 

shield against my Laud; 
Soon He came, — but hid in tatters, and a Beggar's staflf 

in hand! — 
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*Why those down-cast glances? I, too, have been young; 

Fve felt that truth — 
Life is but a life -long contest, and its Berserk's- Course 

is Youth: 
Youths *mid shields round -pressing fierce, shall strive till 

passion's rage expire; 
I have prov*d and pardon'd, — I have pitied and forgot 

mine ire. 

xxn. 

^Listen! — Old I wax, and, feeble, soon shall in my 

Cairn recline; 

Then my Kingdom take, young Warrior; take my Queen 

too. She is thine! 

Be, till then, my Son; and share my Hall's free welcome 

as before! 

Swordless Champion shall protect me ; so our ancient feud 

is o'er'. — 
xxni. 

*Thief like', answer'd frithiof grimly , *came I not with- 
in thy Hall; 

Had I wisli'd to seize thy Queen, say — who could stand 

me, who appal? 

Ah! I fain would see my Bride! — Once more, but once! 

Her charms would view; 

And, weak madman like, my love's half - slumb'ring flame 

I wak'd anew! 

xxrv* 

*RING, I go! — Its guest thy Court too long already shcl- 

tcr'd hath; 
Gods implacable upon my head devote pour all their wrath. 
BALDER with the bright-lined tresses, He whose love each 

mortal shares, 
Mc alone fierce hates, of all mankind rejects alone my pray'rs ! 
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XXV. 

'Yes! His Fane I laid in ashes ! — VARG I VEUM am I hight! 
Sounds my name — loud shrieks the child, and festive 

boards Joy flies affright. 
Yes ! Her long-lost Son my Country has rejected and opprest ; 
OullawVl in my Home-Land am I; oudaw'd, peaceless, in 

my breast! 

XXVI. 

'On the fresh green Earth no longer, peace vain-seeking, 

will I live; 
'Neath my foot the ground bums hotly, and the tree no 

shade will give. 
INGEBORG, my own — I've lost! His spoil the white-hair'd 

King retains; 
Set, extinguish'd, is my Life's bright Sun — and round 

me darkness reigns. 

xxvn. 

'Hence, then, to my Ocean will I: — Out my Dragon- 
ship ! — Hurrah ! 

Glad one! Bathe again thy pitch-black bosom in salt waves afar; 

Flap thy wings in storm-clouds bravely! Hissing cut the 

high-dash'd foam; 

Fly where'er a Guide-Star kindles, far as conquer'd billo^vs 

roam ! 

XXMII. 

'Rattling tempests horrid rolling — deep-voic'd thunders — 

will I hear; 

fritiiiof's soul is then most calm when most the crashing 

din is near. 

Hark! old Chief, — shields clang — darts hiss, — out 

on mid Ocean roars the Fray: — 

Joyful shall I fall — to hear the Gods, appeas'd, my par- 
don say ! ' — 



CANTO 



mm JElitt0« Bieatft. 



Argument. 

Tender, solemn > dccbive, is this beautiful Canto. The 
music of CRU0ELL is its best and shortest incarnation. It is, 
however, as to the metre very difficult to translate; and our 
Version is, in this instance, more than usually (we hope) 
inferior to the Original. 

Covered with years and glory, and feeUng that the hand 
of Death is on him, rii^g rcproveth frithiof for his 'girl-like 
plainings' and intended departure, aud — , shrinking from the 
'straw-death* so unwelcome to the old Scandinavian Hero, — he 

'runes carves to odek' 
on breast and on arm. 

Then, pledging in one long last draught his Home-Land 
the North , — he pressed the hand of frithiof and of inge- 
BORG, and his soul 



'Flew back, with a sigh, up to' allfatuer again! 



CANTO XX. 



mnq mnq'tt mm% 



I. 

OKINFAXE, streaming 

Mane -gold -fire, raises 
Spring's Sun from Ocean , more fair than before: 
Morn*s Ray, bright beaming. 
Twice lovely blazes. 
And plays in the Hall. — Hark! who taps on the door? 

U. 

Buried in sorrow, 

FRITHIOF advanceth; 
Pale sits the King: fair ingeborg*s breast 
Heaves like the billow. — 
Faint - trembling , chanteth 
The Stranger •Farewell' to the Halls of his rest : — 

*My* wing'd Steed out yonder 
Waves bathe so gay, now; 
My* Sea -Horse is longing to dash from the Strand: 
Far must he wander. — 

Th* Guest must away, now. 
Away from the friend that he loves and his Land. 
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IV. 

'ing'borgI the' unbroken 
Ring I restore Thee ; 
MemVies all sacred within it remain: — 
Give not the token! 

Pardons I o'er Thee 
Speak , — for on Earth Thou ne*er seest me again ! 

V. 

'Never again the 

Fire's light curl'd daughters 
See I from th' North rise. — Man is a slave; — 
Nornor they reign! — the 
Wild waste of waters. 
There is my Fatherland, there is my Grave! 

VI. 

Wor on the strand go, 

RING, with Thy consort; — 
Least, when pale stars gleam bright o'er the bay: — 
For mid the sand, o 

Chief! may be up-toss'd 
The' Outlaw'd young Viking's bones, bleach'd in the spray!' — 

vn. 

Saith RING; — *How it wearies, 
Listening to live-long 
Plainings from Men, as from Girls when they cry! 
Loud in mine car is 

Long since my death - song 
Echoing; — what then?- — Who are born — they must die! 
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vm. 

^Strengths none deliver. 
Tears ne'er atone, no 
Sa*ugglings avail, from die nornor's decree- 
RING is the giver! 

ing'borg's thy own; — so 
My Son's firm defence in my realm shalt Thou be ! 

IX. 

*Friends oft have spoken. 
Seated in Halls here; 
Well have I lov'd golden Peace all around. 
Yet have I broken 

Shields in the valley. 
Shields on the sea — nor grew^ pale at the Sound. 

X. 

^Bleeding now, Geirsodd 
Quick will I carve me, 
North-Kings it fits not to die in their bed: 
Little this final 

Exploit will cost me ; 
Living — were scarce more at ease than the dead!' 

XI. 

To' ODEN then truefast 

Carves He fair Runics, 
Death-runes cut deep on his arm and His breast; 
Sparkling the contrast! 

See! how those streams mix, 
Silver hairs purpling on bosom at rest! 
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Wine bring so mellow! — 
Hail to thy Mem'ry, 
Hail to thy glory Thou North blooming bright ! 
Harvests' deep yellow. 

Minds thinking clearly. 
The' achievements of Peace , — were on earth my delight. 

Xin. 

*Oft sought I, fruitless. 

Peace where, 'mid slaughter. 
Wild Chieftains dwelt ; — but she'd flown far away : 
Now stands the bloodless 
Tomb's gentle daughter, 
Fav'rite of Heav'n and awaits me to day! 

XIV. 
*Gods all, I haU ye! 

Sons of VALHALLA! 

Earth disappears; to the' ASAr's high feast 
GJALLAR-HORN bids me; 
Blessedness, like a 
Gold-helmet, circles their up-coming guest!' — 

XV. 

With one hand then clasp'd He 

ing'borg. His Dear One; 
The' other to' His Son and the Viking He bends: — 

So, closing gently 

His Eyes to the clear Sun, — 
Sighing, the King*s Soul to' allfather ascends ! 



CANTO ZZI. 



H i ti as H i r «, 



Argument. 

How massive 9 how subiimo, is this Song! Glorious the 
Genius that could imagine its inspiring loftiness! 

Ring is immured in his Cairn. — But see! Valhall opens; 
crowding Gods welcome the wise Chief, the peaceful warrior, 
to their Paradise, — and brage chaunts to his sounding harp 
the praises of virtue uplifted to Heaven! 

The peculiar alliterative construction of this Canto, whose 
distinguishing features we have endeavoured to preserve, may 
be regarded as a fair specimen of the old Northern poetry in 
general^ and of that of the Icelandic Sagas etc. in particular. 



CANTO XXI. 



Uinq'ft 39trae. 



I. 

1 h' Hero-sprung SovVeign 
Sits in His Barrow, 
Battle-blade by Him , 
Buckler on arm: — 
Chafing, his Courser 
Close to His side neighs. 
Pawing with gold-hoof 
The' Earth-girded grave. 



n. 



Royally ring now 
Rides over bifrost. 
Rocks >vith the burden 
The' arch-bended bridge. 
Wide-ope spring VALHALl's 
Vast- vaulted portals. 
The* ASAR His hands glad 
Hurry to grasp. 
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Far on a forav 

Fl^ts puissant THOR, bat 

Welcomes with wine-cnp 

ALLFATHSRa wink. 

FltEY roond tlie Chiefiain^s 
Crown plaiteth com-€ars, 
FRIG/^A binds bri^ht-baed 
Bine-flowers among. 

rv. 

White-bearded Bard, ag*d 
BRAGE, his gold-harp 
Sweeps — and yet softer 
Stealeth the lav. 
Lull'd bv the Ivre-tones 
TAXADis listens. 
Bent o'er the board her 
Bosom of snow : — 

V. 

*SworfIs 'mid cleft helmets 
Savar^ely sing, and 
Fierce-boiling billows 
Blood-red still run. 
Arm-strength, which good Gods 
Give to the warrior. 
Brutal as Berserk 
Bites on the shield. 

VI. 

*Hail! then to VALILU-L 
Ilcav^n-honour'd Prince , whose 
Silicic! His sav'd Country 
ShfhcrM with — peace! 
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Type of tried strength soft 
Temper'd by love, like 
Incense rich-rising, 
Reach^dst thou the sky! 

*Words wise and chosen 
VALFATHER whispers , 
Seated by SAGA, 
Soquaback's Maid; — 
So clang the Chieftain's 
Silver-clear tones, like 
mimer's fount, flowing 
Freshly and deep. 

vni. 

Turious feudmen 
forset' appeases, 
Doomer where urda's 
Welling waves flow; — 
So on the doom-stone. 
Dreadful but dear, wise 
RING hasten*d Heroes' 
Hands to disarm. 

rx. 

'Generous gifts , too , 
Gave He , — rich-sea tt'ring 
Round Him Dwarf-D ay-shine. 
Dragon-bed bright; 
Glad from His princely 
Palm went the present; 
Light from His lips flew 
Love , Pity , Hope ! 



CAHTO XZII. 



^ft« auction io tfc* 



13 



R m(. s \ nrniit Ihrono must bo lilted. The free yeomen of 
♦Im* Ininl flMMrmhlr to rioci u successor. 

Williiifj^ly ^\\\\ they pnrfluade the daring and renowned 
iniTiiior to mnrry thr widowed Queen, and assume the dia- 
d(>in. Dut thnt riiier, Impelled by a f^irit of chiTalroas deli- 
rnt'V. nnd bnrno down by oppressive and consuming remorse 

'will fbooRP bin bride bimself.' and, unreconciled to the of- 
rpTitlfMl n\n>rn. dnrr not rlnim ingeborg's hand. 

Hnving. tberrrnre, procured the elettioh of Bi^G*i ^iMtaig 
Sort * to the throbr. whicli lie |\n^i^s t<^ {Vrotect. tfc^ ^dkce- 
!«ef»kina Vikins: kif>9tr>« tbo Thild^s fair brow, and disappears 
^bM>l\ o\»M tbo boafh. 



♦ "Or »»i*N v»'«*oi-«^o*i «<cvi«ii«>n« t'rooi the rule of regular inheri- 
Inn*.**-. «>«t«- P9«t li«« taken Aitraniairc to exhibit his Hero superior 
lo the irinpi4li«Mi« <*i ambi!it^ii» » already be had proved himself 
«lv«-n^p«l al*o« r ihe mva>i«*t «cJiic(ion» of reitfeaace and dctire.** 



CANTO XXII. 



Etft ^lertton to tl^e mtnaHont. 



I. 

1 o TING ! Away ! O'er dale and hill 

The Fire-Cross speeds; 
King RING IS dead ; — His throne to fill — 

A Diet needs. 

II. 

To* his wall-hung Sword each yeoman flies. 

Its steel is blue ; — 
And (juick its edge his finger tries. 

It bites right true. 

ni. 

On shine so steel-blue joyful gaze 

His laughing boys; 
The blade's too big for one to raise. 

It two employs. 

lY. 

From spot and stain his daughter frees 

The Helm with care; 
But how she blushes, when she sees 

Her image there ! 
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V. 

His Shield*s round fence, a Sun in blood. 

Last guards his mail. — 
Hail iron-limb'd Freeman! Warrior good! 
Hail yeoman , hail I 

VI. 

Thy Country's honour, — glory, — all — 

Thee gone, would cease; 
In battle still thy brave Land's wall. 

Its voice in peace! — 

VU. 

Thus gather they, with clang of shields 

And arms' hoarse sound. 
In open ting, for Heav'n's blue fields 

Sole roof them round. 

vnL 

But, standing on the TING-Stone there. 

See FRiTHiOF hold 
(A child as yet) the King's young heir 

With locks of gold. — 

Et. 

*Too young's that Prince,' — loud murmur then 

The* assembled throng; 
'Nor Judge he'll be among his men , 

Nor War-Chief strong.' — 

X. 

But FRITHIOF on His shield lifts high 

The Son of ring ; — 
'Northmen ! not yet your Land's hopes die ; — 

See here your King! 



197 



XI. 

'See here old oden's awful Race 

In image bright ; 
The shield he treads with youthful grace ; — 

So fish swims light. 

XII. 

*I swear his Kingdom to protect 

With sword and spear; 
Till, with his father's Gold-wreath dcck\l, 

I crown him here! 

XIII. 

*FORSETE, BALDEii's high-born Sou, 

Hath heard mine oath ; 
Strike dead, forset*, if ere Fm won 

To break my troth!* — 

XIV. 

But thron*d King like, the lad sat proud 

On shield-floor high; 
So the' Eaglet glad, from rock-huug cloud. 

The Sun will eye! 

XV. 

At length this place his young blood found 

Too dull to keep; 
And, with one spring, he gains the ground — 

A royal leap ! 

XVI. 

Then rose loud shouts from all iIh; tinc;, — 

*We , Northmen free , 
Elect thee! — Shield-bornr Youth! likr ring. 

Thy father, he I 
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'Aeath frithiof's euardian coanjels Ii 
Thv realm hxj care: — 

Jarl FRTTHIOF, a3 thv bride we «ive 
His Mother fair!" — 

xvm. 

*To-<Iav / — tiie firownin^ Chiet' repiieti 

"A Kinz wc choose . 
Xot marrr: — when I take xht Bri'ie, 

yone for me wooe«. 



*To bjllder's sacred Grove I 50 : 

Mt yoRXOR dread 
I 3 wore should there be met. — and kaam 

Thev wait mT treui. 



^es. all mT fortunes, all mv IcTe, 

I them will tell; 
Time's ^preadiaz Tree beneaih, aI)*3Te. 

Tho**? :?hie Id-maids dwelL 



TJ^rrrER's, the L'zlit-hair'd pale GoiiTs. '¥r»ik 

X:a-* elie mT h^irt* ▼'^cLzii >p«:ai^ tacs kari 
Vice el*^ renm* " — 

H"< LhTTW ii'^'±t kii-sri^:;. RIX-:- > ^i f Child. 

.^il •lis He low : 
Th«:2. . silent . o'er i'? heiii-?vi:T wCi 



CANTO xxin. 



JVltWof 



on 1^10 



/atfiiarjpt IS^irraw 



• i 



Argument. 

Events hasten to their completion. This CaDto, which 
abounds in the tenderest and most affecting interest, leads to 
the "final end." 

The wearied , heart-broken , humbled young Sea-Kiog revisits 
his Home -fields and the Cairn of his Father. His thoughts 
there how agonizing, his repentance how moving, his prayer how 
deep ! 

And BALDER hears! 

The Celestial Temple that rises before him in gorgeous 
beauty, intimates at once the answer and its condition. 

To see is to feel, to feel — to resolve. 

'Here on my shield III sleep — and dreaming wonder 
How ]\fan^s appeas'd, and Gods forget their thunder!^ 



CANTO XXIII. 



Jfvittfiot on tiis jFatfter's IJarroto. 



I. 

110 w lovely smiles the Sun , how friendly danees 
From branch to branch Her mildly-soften'd beam ; 

In Ev'ning's dews allfather's look bright glances. 
As in His Ocean-deeps, with pure clear gleam! 

How red the dye that o'er yon hill advances. 
On balder's Altar-stone all blood its stream! 

Soon sleeps the buried land on Night's black pillow, 

Soon She, yon golden shield — sinks 'neath the billow. 

n. 

TBut first, on those dear spots FU gaze and ponder. 
My childhood's friends, where charm'd so oft I've stood. — 

The self-same flow'rs still scent the Eve, and yonder 
The self-same birds' soft music fills the wood; 

And round that rock the tumbling waves still wander, — 
O happy he, who ne'er has plough'd their flood! 

To Fame and Name and Exploits false waves wake thee. 

But far, ah! far from Homeland's vales they take thee! 

in. 

'Stream! well I know thee; oft, my heart by sadness 
Unblightcd yet, I brav'd thy waters clear. 

Dale! well I know thee; there wc swore, weak madness! 
An endless faith — such faith we find not here. 
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Ye Birches, too! Avliose bark in Love's young gladness 

I carv'd mtli many' a nine, iinchang'd appear 
With silv'ry stems, and leaf-cro^vns graceful bended: — 
All, all*s the same, *ti6 my fond Dream that's ended! 

rv. 

*Is all the game? — Ah! here no framncis towers. 
No balder's Temple gems the sacred strand. 

Yes! fair they were, my childhood's vales and bowers. 
Now waste and spoil'd by sword and flaming brand; 

Man's vengeance, and the wrath of VALIIALl's Powers 
Dark warnings speak from this black fire-brent land, — 

Hence, Pilgi'im! here no pious step abideth. 

For balder's Grove wild forest-creatures hidcth! 

V. 

I 

'Through all oyr life a Tempter prowls pialignaut. 
The cruel nidhogg from the world below. 

He hates that ASA-Light, wliose rays benignant 

On th' Hero's brow and glitt'ring sword bright glow. 

Each scoundrel-deed which Passion's rage indignant 
Prompts, He commits, curs'd tax to realms of woe; 

And when successful, when the Temple blazes, — 

His coal-bjack hands the Fiend loud-clapping raises ! 

VI. 

'Far-shining ViU-HALi.! — Is 710 Atoiiemfint granted? 

Mild blue-ey'd BA1.DER ! wilt Thou take no finje? 
Blood -fines take wc^ when kinsmen fall; the' undauut«eid 

High Gods themselves are sooth'd when altars shine. 
O Thou, of all the Gods for Love most vaunted. 

Some off'ring ask, — whate'er Thou wilt is thine. 
CoiUd FRITIHOF dream the flames would upward muster? — 
Give back, then, Hero-God! my Shield's blniu'il lustre. 
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vn. 

'Remove Tliy burden; 'tis too heavy for iuq! 

Extinguish iu my soul these spectres drear. 
Repentance sues* The crime one moment saw ni9 

Dare, let a glorious life atone. Though here 
The LigMner stood, I swear he would not awe me! 

The pale-blue hel herself I would not fear; — 
At Thee , whose looks the Moon's white beams resemble , 
And Thy revenge, o gentle God, I tremble I — 

vin. 

'Here stands my Father's Cairn. — Sleeps He hereunder? — 
Ah] Thither rode He whence returneth none! 

Yon starry tent His home , tlie shields' loud thunder 
Now hears He glad, or mead-draughts has begun. — 

From Heav'n's fields look, thou ASA-Guest! nor wonder — 
Thy SON invokes Thee, thorsten vikingsson! 

Nor runes I have, nor spells, nor wizard-token, — 

But say, how asa-BALder's rage is broken! - - - - 

IX. 

'Has, then 5 the Grave no tongue? — From out his barrow 
Spake strong-arm'd ANGANTYR for swOrd of steel; 

But what was tirfing's price, though like swift arrow 
It struck, to what I ask? — No sword reveal. 

An Isle-fight such will give, — but wounds that hari'ow 
The soul, O teach me, ASGard- Chief, to heal! 

My' uncertain gaze direct; O lead my guesses; — 

Sore, balder's wrath a noble mind distresses! 

X. 

'Thou speak'st not. Father! — Hark! in tones soft-blended 
The Billow murmurs; let its words be thine! 

The Storm- wind rises; on His wings suspiended, 
O whisper ere He go, some hint divine! 
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Like golden rings the sun -set Clouds are bended; — 

Let one of them Thy thought's bright Herald shine J — 
No word! — no Sign! — Thy Son's distresses hecd'st Thou 
Dear Father? — Ah! poor Death! what pity need'st Thou?' . • . 

XI. 

The Sun is quench'd; and Ev'ning's breeze is trolling 
To the' Earth's tir'd race its cloud-sprung lullaby; 

And Ev'ning's blush drives up. Her chariot rolling 
With rose-red wheels along the dark'ning sky; 

Like some fair valhall- vision, men consoling. 
She flies blue-tinted hills and vallies by. — 

Then sudden , o'er the Western waters pendent , 

An Image comes, with gold and flames resplendent. 

xn. 

An air-born Phantom call we such heav'n -wonder, 
(In VALHALL sounds its name more fair I ween;) 

O'er balder's groves it hovers, night's clouds under. 
Like gold - crown resting on a bed of green. 

Above, below, — its rich hues valiiall's plunder — 
It glows with pomp ne'er 'fore by mortal seen. 

At last, to' a Temple settling, firm 'tis grounded, — 

Where balder's stood, another Temple's founded! 

xni. 

Of BREroABLiCK an Image , o'er the rifted 
And cavern'd cliff, high walls like silver shone : 

The steel-cut pillars deep -blue tints quick shifted. 
One splendid jewel was its Altar- stone: 

Light hung the Dome, as though by sprites uplifted. 
And clear and pure as Winter's starry zone ; 

And high therein, I'ich sky-blue dresses wearing. 

Sat valiiall's Deities, bright gold -crowns bearing. 
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XIV. 

And see ! the NORNOR in the Porch assembled , 
On rune-caiVd shields supported gallantly; 

Three rose-buds in one Urn the gi'oup resembled, — 
All solemn sweetness , charming dignity. 

And URDA, silent, points where th' ruins trembled. 
But SKULDA shews the new Fane's Majesty. — 

And scarce had FRITHIOF, glad and wondVing, banish'd 

His ti'oublous dread — when straight the Pageant vanished ! 

XV. 

'Enough, ye Maidens, Time's pure spring attending! 

Thy Sign it was, o Hero-Father good! 
The ruin'd Temple shall again, o'erbending 

The steep as erst, stand beauteous where it stood. 
How sweet — with peaceful exploits thus contending — 

To' atone the' impetuous rage of youth's hot blood! — 
Once more the fierce-rejected hopeful liveth; 
Appeas'd and mild — the white god now forgiveth! 

XVI. 

'Hail! Welcome! Stars, up yonder wand'ring nightly; 

Your silent courses glad I see once more. 
Hail! Northern-Lights, up yonder flaming brightly; 

Red Temple-fires ye were for me before. 
Green flourish, Cairn!- — And, from the wave trill'd lightly 

Again, thou wondrous Song, soft music pour! — 
Here on my shield I'll sleep, and dreaming wonder- 
How Man's appeas'd, and Gods foi'get their thunder!' — 



;i 



CANTO ZXIT. 



tEhe tigconidli&iion. 



/ 



Argument. 

With a deeply-affected heart, we trace our last outlioc of the 
concluding scene uf this noble Poem. May the peace and blessing 
of 'the second balder* ever abide with its illustrious Author! 

As if by magic, the New Temple rises, still more magoi- 
licent, where the former stood, fritiiiof's work it is. Yes! It 
is Passions Atonement, the Sacrifice of Self, the Token of a 
holier and a purer life. And 'the White God' — sheweth mercy. 

'Great balder's Priest Supreme' 
approaches the steel-clad worshiper, tenderly instructs his ignor- 
ance, tellcth of helge's fate, persuades to Reconcilemeot with 
the cowering halfdan, and thereafter unlooses and reverses 
the awful sentence of the ^varg i veum' who again stands boldly 
forth, excommunicate no more, — reconciled to God and to his foe! 

And INGEBORG — ah! 
'Then to her heart's first best Belov'd, Her childhood's friend, 

She gives her lily hand 
In nuptial band. 
As before pard'ning balder*s altar both low bend!' 

We have not preserved the original metre * of this last 
Canto. It was too near prose, to be safe in our hands. tegn£r 
writes it, and it has a majestic march suitable to the didactic 
nature of the subject. But in our version, we fear, would only 
have been found the even monotony of a peculiar blank -verse 
style, without the sweetness and brilliancy with which T£Gn£r 
has adorned it. We have therefore broken up the Canto into 
a scries of stanzas of various and irregular metres, according 
to the spirit of every paragraph. Happy shall we be, if we have 
thereby laid an embargo upon those "arms of morphecs", with 
which he is so inclined to embrace the unfortunate readers of 
unfortunate verse! 



'^) The Iambic Trimeter (unused in English), except in the Illrd, 
Xth, and parts of the Vllth, XXIInd and XXI Vth Stanzas, as 
specimens. 



CANTO XXIV. 



€fft ^tconciUstion. 



I. 

i^iaish*d great BALDER*s Temple stood! 
Round it no palisade of wood 
Ran now as erst: 
A railing stronger, fairer, than the first 
And all of hammer'd iron — each bar 
Gold-tipp*d and regular — 
Walls BALDER*s sacred House. Like some long line 
Of steel-clad champions, whose bright war -spears shine 
And golden helms afar — so stood 
This glitt'ring guard within the holy wood! 

n. 

Of granite blocks enormous, join'd with curious care 
And daring art, the massy pile was built; and there 

(A giant-work intended 
To last till Time was ended,) 
It rose like upsal*s Temple, where the North 
Saw vai.hAll's Halls fair imag'd here on Earth. 

m. 

Proud stood it there on mountain-steep, its lofty brow 
Reflected calmly on the sea's bright-flowing wave. 
But round about, some girdle like of beauteous flowVs, 
Went BALDER*sDale, with all its Groves' soft-murmur'd sighs. 
And all its birds' sweet-twitter d songs, — the Home of Peace. 

14 
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IV. 

High was the bron2e-cast Portal , atid two rows 
Of circling columns on their shoulders strong 
The Dome's arched round bore up; and fair as shows 

A gold-shield bright 

All vaulted light, — 

So fair, so lights above the Fane that Dome it hong. 

V. 

Farthest within, the God*8 High-Altar rested » 
Hewn all of one sole block 
From Northern marble rock; 
And round thereon its scroll the Serpent twisted. 

With solemn rune 
Each fold thick strewn. 
Whose words from HAVAMal and YALA taken 
Deep thoughts in ev*ry human bosom Waken, — 
While in the wall above 
A niche was seen with stars of gold 
On dark -blue ground; and there, behold! 
All mild and gentle as the silver Moon 
Sitting HeavVs blue aboon. 
The silver Image stands of balder, God of Love! — 

VI. 

So seem'd the Sanctuary. — Forth in pairs now tread 
Twelve Temple-virgins; vests of silver thread 
Adorn each slender form, and roses red 
0*cr ev'ry cheek soft graces shed. 
And spread 
O'er ev*ry innocent heart a fragrant fair rose-bed. — 

Before the White God's Image, and at^ound 
The late-bless'd Altar, dancing, — light they bound 



I 
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As Spring -winds leap where rippling fount -waves sound » 
As Woodland-Elyes that skip along the ground » 
Skimming the high-grown grass 
Which Morning's dew 
Still hangs with sparkling gems of ev*ry hue ; -^ 
Ah I how those jewels tremble as the Fairies pass! 

vn. 

And 9 while the Dance went round , a holy Song they sung 
Of BALDER — that mild God — and how he was belov*d 
By ev'ry creature, till he fell by HdDER*s dart. 
And Earth and Ocean wide andHeav*n itself — sore wept! 
How pure, how tender that Song it pealethl 

Sure never sprang 
Such tuneful clang 
From mortal breast! No — Heaven revealeth 
Some tone from breidablick, from out the God's own Hall, 
All soft as lonely Maiden's thoughts on him she loves. 
What time the Quail calls deeply *mid the peace of night; 
The North's tall birches bath'd i th' Moon's pale-quiv'ring 

sheen. 

vm. 

And FRITHIOF, leaning on His Sword, whose glance 

Shines far around, stood lost as in a trance. 
And charm'd and silent gaz'd upon the dance! — 
Thereat His Childhood's memories how they throng 
Before his raptur'd eye! — A jocund train, and long. 
And innocent and glad and true. 
With eyes like Heavn's own blue, 
And heads rich-circled by bright-golden tresses, -* 
His former youth-friend, each with some sweet sign addresses: 

Then all his Viking-life, 
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With scenes of murderous strife 
And bold adventores rife. 
Like some dark bloody shadow sinketh 
Fast down to Night; — Ah! glad he drinketh 

Forgetfulness' sweet cup, and thinketh, 
^Repose, at last, those Sea-King exploits haye, — 
I stand a flow*r-crown'd Baata-Stone upon their Grave!' 

ix. 

High and still higher mounts the sweet-ton^d lay. 
And upward as its warbled harmonies roll — 

The Hero's soul 
Wings glad its flight 
To VALASKJALF the bright. 
From Earth's low vallies far, far, far away! — 
As, from the Mountain's breast^ 
In ice-mail drest. 
Its winter-cuirass melts and falls 
When back again 
To Gods and Men 
Spring's Sun life's joys recalls; — 
So human vengeance vanishes. 
So human hate He banishes; 
And, as he stands in silent extasy. 
His Hero -bosom swells with Peace's sun-lit sea! — 

X. 

Yes ! 'twas as if he felt the heart of Nature beat 
Responsive to his own; as if, deep-mov'd, he'd press 
In brotherly embrace Heimskringla's Orb, and Peace 
Straight make with all Creation — while the God looks on ! — 
Then up the Temple trode great balder's Priest supreme. 
Not young and fair, the White God like, but tall of mien 
With heav'nly mildness on his noble features stamp'd. 
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And grac'd with silver beard that down to' his girdle flow'd. — 
Unwonted rev'rence frithiof's haughty soul now fell. 
And the' eagle-pinions on his Helm he bended deep 
As the' age-crown'd Seer advanc'd; — who words of peace 

thus spoke. — 

XI. 

*Son FRITHIOF, welcome! Yes, I've long expected 
That Thou shouldst come, — for Force, tis true, still 

wanders 
Round land and sea afar, wild Berserk like 
That pale with rage the shield's hard boi'der biteth; 
But yet, at last, it home returns again 
Outwearied and all calm. — The strong-arm'd thor 
Full oft 'gainst giant Jotunheim did wend — 
But spite his Belt celestial, spite his Gauntlets, 
Utgarda-LOKE still his throne retains; — 
Evil, itself a force, to force yields never! 



•Goodness, not join'd with Strength, must child's-play be; — 
On agir's bosom so , the Sun shines prettily : 
But fickle as the flood the graspless splendour see! 
As sink or rise the billows — thu^, all changeably. 
The fairy brightness flitteth, moving endlessly. — 
And Force, from Goodness sever'd, surely dies; 
Self- eating, self-consum'd, as sword that lies 
In some damp Cairn — black rust coiTodes the prize: 
Yes! Life's debauch fierce Strength's mad riot is! 

But ah! Oblivion's Heron flutters still 
O'er goblet-brim that traitorous sweet draughts fill , 
And deep's the waken'd Drunkard's shame for deeds of ill! 
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Trom the' Earth all Strength proceeds, from txer*s 

body; 
The wild tumultuous waters are its veins » 
Its eVry sinew is of smithied brass ; 
But still 'tis empty all^ and bare, and barren — 
Till Heav'n's bright Goodness rise. 
Till fruitful sun-beams stream from laughing skies. 
Then blooms the grass , then purple flow'rs their broid'ry 

weave , 
Then rounds the golden fruit, fresh crowns the forest leave. 
And Men and animals from Mother-Earth new life receive. 

XIV. 

*Thus 'tis with Asker's children. — In the scale 
Of ev'iy human life ALLFATHER placeth 
Two weights, each other balancing — when right 
The beam is pois'd; and Earthly Strength we call 
The one , while the* other hight is Heav'nly Goodness. — 
Strong is great THOR, no doubt, when Megingjard 
He braces tightly o'er his rock-firm loins. 
And strikes his best; — and ODEN too, I trow. 
Is wise enough, by URDA's silver wave 
Sitting and gazing downwards, while his Eagles ^ 
Swift messengers! come flying from afa^ 
And tell to the' asar's Sire this round world's tidings ; — 
But, Son! They both grew pale, the vivid brighjtness 
Of both Their crowns half-faded , — when White I^ALDER » 
The gentle Deity, the banding Gem 
In VALHAll's wi*eath divine, — all sudden fell! -^ 
Then on Time's wide-stretch'd Tree its leaf-crown's glory 
Fast wither'd, while grim N1PH6GG bit, triumphant. 
Its deep-torn roots! — Then old Night's prison'd forces 
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Broke loose at once , while Midgaria Serpent dash*d 

With yenom*d tail the far^^empoisoii'dl skies. 

And FENBis howPd and roar d, and SURT17B.*S fire-blade 

From Muspelheim blaz*d bright. — Wherever, since. 

Thy visioQ gazes — still through all Creation 

The rocking battle goes! — The gold-comb'd Cock 

The Gods in yalhall loudly crow'd to arms; 

The blood-red Cock as shrilly summons all 

On Earth and dowo beneath it. — 

XV. 

*Ah! Peace till then 
Sat ihron'd in VALHALL, — sat enthron*d 'mong Men—; 
In human bosom, and in each 6od*s breast 
Breathed heavVly rest! 

XYI. 

^ut here what happens, hath already happen'd 
On a still grander scale above us. — Man^s 
But VALHALL imag'd faintly, — HeavVs soft light 
Reflected dim in 0AGA*s rune-grav*d shield. 

xvn. 

*£ach heart its BALDER hath. — Hast Thou forgot, my Son! 

Those days, ere Life's dark struggles had begun. 

When all existence was so glad, so fresh, so one 

As is the woodland Songster^s dream 
When Summer-Eve's warm breezes gently stream 

Lulling each drowsy flowVet*s head. 
Rocking that Songster^s own soft leaf-green bed? — 
Ah! then, thou ASA-bom, thou moving Image fair 
Of glorious yalhall! — still in thy spirit pure 
Did balder's life endure! 
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To th' Child the God lives ever, and whene'er 

A new-born Infant sees the day — 
HELA, that Goddess grim, restores her prey. 

xvni. 

*But in each human soul we find 
That Night's dark HdDER, balder's brother blind. 

Is born and waxeth strong as he; 
For — blind is ev'iy Evil bom, as bear-cubs be, — 
Night is the cloak of Evil ; but all Good 
Hath ever clad in shining garments stood. 
The busy lore , Tempter from of old. 
Still forward treads incessant, and doth hold 
The blind one's murder-hand, whose quick-launch'd spear, 
Pierceth young bALDER's breast, that Sun of VALHALl's 

sphere ! 

XXJL. 

*Then waketh HATE ; for prey springs Violence quick ; 
And hungry roameth , hill and valley round. 
The Sword's grim Wolf, while Dragons wildly swim 
O'er redly-flowing billows: — for pale Virtue 
Sits hopeless, strength-less, shadow-like, with HEL 
All dead amongst the dead, and balder*s House 
Once tow'r'd so high , now lies a blackening ruin ! 

XX. 

•The lofty ASAR's life thus images 
The lower course of Man's Existence ; — both 
Are great AI.lfather's thoughts, and alter never! 
What hath been, as what shall be, knoweth well 
The mystic VALA's chaunt; thatchaunt, the sweet-ton'd 
Soft cradle-lullaby of infant Time , 
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Its death-dirge also pealetli. Yes! the records 
Of wide Heimskringla echo VALA's Song, 
And Man therein his own sad story readeth. 

XXI. 

*The VALA asks Thee, — mark, my Son! her words, — 
*Grasp Ye the Sense, or no?' 

xxn. 

Thou wilt be reconcil'd. But Reconcilement's — what? 
Nay! Youth ^ undaunted meet my gaze and turn not pale: 
The' Atoner wanders round our Earth , — and Death he's 

hight. 
All Time is, in itself, a troubled streamlet 
From vast Eternity; all earthly life 
From great ALLFATHER's throne hath fall'n. Atonement 
Restores us thither back, all cleans'd and pure. 
Yes! the' asar, ev'n, have fall'n; and Ragnaroh 
Is their great day of reconcilement. Ah ! 
A bloody day 'twill be, on vigrid's boundless 
Wild death-strewn Plain — for there shall the' ASAR perish ! 
But unaveng'd they fall not; No! all Evil 
Dies there an endless Death, while Goodness riseth , 
From that great World-fire, purified at last. 
To* a Life far higher, better, nobler than the past! 

xxm. ♦ 

*Yes! tho' from Heav'n's proud brow the garland drops 
Of faded slars, and Earth sinks in the deep — 
Fairer and newly-born her flow'r-crown'd head 
Again shall rise above the crystal flood; 
And younger stars shall hold, with purer lustre, 
Their silent course above the new creation. 
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*Bnt 3AI.DSR then, where ^var^MiEtliilkfieabinK^aiiaD. rale 
The new-bom JkSiJl, aoid the piinHBai& kbos of IMEol: 
An<i those &ir gsiAea Smnc-Tablets loat^ al^! 
In Time's yomg Dswmng — v^r.ff Ar,r/s Ghildren^ reeancii'd, 
'Mbnf: i»i^*^jaxxy'» fragrant ^nas AidL find once aDUire! 
TImm is the <ie^h of fiJIen GoQ<iiis9> enlj 
Its reconcilement, its Sesee fiimace-pcoof , 
Aaocber hmh to a fiff-otfaer Ii&, 
W¥ie& baefcwarti fties whence Brst it emanated 
AimI hmocendy plajeth, in&nt-Iike 
0» p^reM-fcaee np&ofne. Ah! after all — 
The hesc, the happier, noblest, <if eiistencc 
Beyofid the Tomb we find, dbat green^decL'd portal* 
Of GfXU's Pandise. Tes! low, and with but ill 
Deep stained is what we meet beneath HearVs star-Ht hill! 



'Yet erf'n this life Atonement hath, — its lowlj path 
Dim Antitjpe of that still higher , The last Day s fire ! 

Imperfect and jet sweet it is. 
Like Minstrel • harmonies 
Wheti deep«»kill'd Scald with ready finger sweeps 

llie waking Harp, . 
And broken chorda doth strike, and keeps 
Now low, now sharp, 
Tuning the quiv*ring strings 
With dream-like fragment echoings; 
Till, high up-borne at last on Music's wings. 
With full tones richly peaPd, entranced he sings 
Of exploits and of heroes brave; 

Awaking (Vom their grave 
The mighty Forms of old , -« 
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While, charm'd, his beaming eyes behold 
All YALLHALl's glories, all great OD£N*3 pillared gold! 

XXVI. ♦• 

*Earlh is Heav'n's shadow — human life the porch 
i And outer court of balder's heav'nly Temple. 
The vulgar offer blood — they bring proud steeds. 
With gold and purple deck'd, before the altar — 
It is a symbol, rightly read, that blood 
I« the red dawn of every day of grace. 

xxvn. 

*But still the token 
Can ne*er the substance be; 
What thou thyself hast broken 
None but thy self atones for thee ! 
The dead are reconciVd in great allfather's 
Bosom celestial; but the sole Atonement 
Of him who lives , is in his own deep breast. 
There is one off'ring, which the Gods prefer 
To thousand hecatombs, — the sacrifice 
Of that wild hate and burning fierce revenge 
Harbour*d in thine own bosom. Canst Thou not 
Their thirsty sabres charm to peace again - 
Ah ! canst Thou not forgive — what wilt Thou, Youth! 
In BALD£R*s mansion here? — What meant Thou, say — 
With this arch'd Temple, built to Peaceful Powers? 

*No pil'd-up stones atone! 

Such offVings BALDER will have none. 

No! — with mild, merciful, pure Peace alone 

Atonement live%; 
In Heav'n, on Earth, 'tis only Peace that Pardon gives! 
First with thyself and with thy foe united be, — 
Thou then art rcconcil'd with yon pale Deity! 
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xxvm. 

^n lands far south , *tis said , 
Is some new balder worshiped; 
He, the pure Virgin's Son, from Heav'n who sped. 
Sent by the* allfather's self to explain the dim 
And jet unfathom'd runes which crowd the rim 
Bordring the shield of Darkness , that dread shield 
Worn by the NORNOR. — * Never would this balder wield 
Our Earth's dark blood-stain'd arms. No! still in his glad field 
Was Peace His battle cry. His bright sword Love, 
And o'er His silver helmet sat the Dove 
Of brooding Innocence. — His pious days 
In sweet instruction pass'd, or pray'r or praise; 
And when He died. His dying voice forgave, — 
And now, 'neath far-off palms, still stands His shining grave. 
This doctrine, say they, spreads o'er ev'ry land. 
Melting hard hearts and joining hand in hand. 
And on this Earth , now reconcil'd again , 
Upraising gentle Peace's wide domain. 

Not yet, alas! 

Hath human lip to mine ag'd ear explain'd aright 

This Creed; but still, when better moments o'er me pass. 

My dim gaze darkly sees afar its streaming light. — 
Ah! where is human heart that hath not, like as mine, 

Presag'd its truths divine? — 
But this I know: — One day, with dove-white wings 
She comes, and gently floats along, and sings 
O'er all the hilly North. — But the% no North 
Will send, as now, its savage Warriors forth; — 
No! while new Chieftains reign, shall flourish other men: 
And deep in Hero-cairns, forgotten then. 
Our bones will lie; 
While Northland's oaks above us deeply sigh. — 
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Ye happier Race, je Sons who then shall drink 
That new Light*s lustre foaming o*er the brink 
Of Truth's bright beaming goblet, — hail! all hail! 

Yes! words would fail 
To speak how bless'd ye'U be. 
If far from off your Heav'n those shadows flee 
Which have so gloomily. 
As yet, hung thickly stretched on high. 
Hiding like some damp veil Life's sunny sky! 
But still, ye Sons, despise not us, your Fathers' Line; — 
Ah! with what eager gaze, our eyne 
Have ceaseless sought to drink those rays divine 
Shining from Life's and Light's bright Sun: — 
Know ! He hath many Envoys, — but the' allfather's One ! 



*Thou hatest bele's Sons; — tut wherefore hate them? — 
For sooth, because that — to a Yeoman's child 
They would not give their Sister — She — descended 
From seming's blood, the' illustrious oden's offspring! — 
Yes ! sprung from VALHALl's thrones is bele's race , 
Bright genealogy, just source of pride! 
But birth is chance, is fortune, — thou observest — 
And cannot be a merit. — Know, my Son, 
That Man still boasts of fortune , not of Merit. ^- 
Say! is't not gen'rous Gods who were the givers 
Should any noble quality adorn us? — 
With haughty pride Thou art thyself inflam'd 
At all thy Hero-exploits, all thy fierce -nerv'd 
Resistless strength ; but didsf Thou give thyself 
This force? — Was't not great ASA-THOR who strung 
Firm as gnarl'd oak Thy tough and sinewy arm? — 
Say! is't not Gorf-sprung courage that so gladly. 
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So loudly, throbs within that shield-hung fortress 
Thy fast*arch'd breast? -» And that clear-flaming glance 
Leaping from out thine eye, — say! is't not lightning 
From Heavn that playeth there? — The lofty NORNOR 
£*en at thy cradle sang the princely Legend 
Of all Thy life's adventures! — Ah, from these 
Thou hast no greater merit, than have King BElJs's 
Two boasting Sons that — 'twas a King begat them! 
Condemn not, jndge not, others' pride! then none 
Will judge thine own. — 

'King HELGE is no more !' — 
^King HELGE^ He* — said frithiof, — 'when, where, how?* 



^Thyself knowst well, that whilst thou here hast builded 
This Temple to the God, — King helge march'd 
On painful foray, *mong the heathen Fins 
Scaling each mountain*wall. In Finland's borders, 
Rais'd on a barren time-worn peak, there stood 
An ancient Temple consecrate to jumalA: 
Abandon'd and fast-shut, for many ages. 
This desolate Fane had been, its ev'ry rite 
Long since foi^otten; but, above the portal. 
An old and monstrous Idol of the God 
Stood, frail-supported, trembling to its fall. 
This Temple none dar'd enter, scarce approach; 
For down from Sire to Son an eld tradition. 
Went dimly warning, that whoever first 
The Temple visited should JUMALA view! 
This HELGE heard, and in his blind fierce rage 
The pathless vrilds trod 'gainst this Deity 
So hated from of old, all bent on razing 
The Temple's heathen walls. Bat when he'd march'd 
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Up where tlie min threatened, lo! all fast 

The maisj moss-grown door was closed; end, cover'd 

With thick brown rust, the kej still sat within it. 

Grim h£lge then, the door-posts griping hard. 

With rude uncivil strain the mould*ring pillars 

Fierce shook, and straightway — with tremendous crash 

The sculptur'd Image fell — burying beneath it 

VALHALLA*s impious Son; and so dread JUMALA 

His ayes behold. — A messenger in haste. 

These tidings brought ere yet last night was ended. — 

XSJLI. 

'Now, only halfdak sits on bele*s chair. 
Thy hftnd, brave frfthiof, offer him! Revenge 
And Passion sacrifice to HeavVs high Gods: 
This BALDER*s shrine demandeth, — I demand » too. 
As BAUDRR*8 Highest Priest — - in token meet 
That Peace*8 gentle Chief thon hast not mock*d 
With vain professions and an empty homage. — 
Decide, my Son! — shall BALDEa'a Peace be broken? — 

If so, in vain Thou at bnilt thii Fane^ the token 
Of mild forgiveness, and in vain Ag*d Priest hath spoken!* — 

XT1TT. 

Over the copper threshold flALFDAH now. 

With pallid brow 
And fearful fitful glance, advanceth slow 
Tow'rds yonder tow'ring ever-dreaded foe, — 
And, silent, at a distance stands. — 
Then frituiof, with quick bands. 
The Corslet-hater, AKGLUVADRL, from his thigh 
Unbuckleth, and his bright Shield^s gold«;ii round 
Leaning Against the* Altar, thus draws nigh; — 
While his cow'd tnemy 



NOTES. 

Canto 1. 

i3unma IS. '^(Lest the reader should quail at this , or haply some 
olher exploit of the hero, it may he prudent to repeat, that the age 
ivas one of iron heart and iron limh , and that Frithiof -was even then 
regarded as a prodigy — a giant in the eyes of giants. Such a trial of 
strength, though not courted hy the modern hunter, is not without parallel 
in the annals of the chase. 

"Upon another occasion, Mr. Falk states, a badly- wonnded bear 
rushed upright on his hind legs on a peasant , ivho had missed fin , and 
seized him by the shoulders -with his fore paws. The peasant, on his side, 
laid hold of the bear's ears and shaggy hair thereabouts. The bear and 
the hunter, a man of uncommon sfrcnglh , were twice down and got up 
again without loosening their holds; during wliich time tlie bear had bit- 
ten tlirough all the sinews of both arms from the wrists upward, and was 
at last approaching the exhausted peasant's throat when the author in lucky 
time arrived and by one shot ended the conflict.'* Field Sporu of the Norths 
hg L. Lloyd, 'Et<f.)n Strong, p. 11, who also , p. 32, gives *'the following ex- 
tract from a Saga of the tenth Century. "Finnbogi perceiving that a 
bear which had done considerable injury to the flock of his host, was 
still reposing beside the mutilated carcase of a sheep, thus addressed tlio 
animal. *Stand up, bear, and try thy strength for once with me; better 
so than to lie by the fragments of thy wretched prey!' The creature raised 
himself, surveyed his appellant, and resumed his position. Finubogi re- 
commenced: 'Deem'st thou that I am too fully arm'd? If so, will I lay 
aside my defence.' Then, taking off his lielm and setting down his shield, 
he exclaimed, 'Stand up, if thou have courage!' the bear creeled himself, 
shook his head, and couched once more. 'I understand thee,' replied 
Finnbogi, Hhouwouldstmeeton equal terms', whereupon he cast awayhis 
sword. 'Be it as thou please : but stand up now if thou have a heart like 
thy race, and not like a pusillanimous brute.' Then rose the bear, brist- 
ling and furious; and a combat ensued, in which Finnbogi was victorious 
having broken the back of his grisly foe.** 

Slaimt i6. Dryden, in Alexander's feoitf has the same thought: 
* 'Happy, happy, happy pair! 
None but the brave , 
None but the bravo. 
None bnl the krape deserves the fm'r !" 
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Stoma 17. Even so early as the time of Frithiof , many a mjtlio 
logical Chaunt and Legendary Saga was donblless committed to the ''rnne 
covered tablets" of the period. ^'Reading the old Sagas {smufm-letim) i 
to tlii.H day * one of the highest pleasures of the Icelander. It is -wit] 
this he passes the long winter-erenings ; this is the amusement of the com 
pany, when many have assembled together. The Master of the Hons 
first begins the reading, and the others continue it when he is tired. Som 
of them know Sagas by heart, others use printed copies, or, for want o 
these , fair manuscripts ~~ not seldom written by the peasant himself." - 
Henderion observes f: *'A winter-evenlng , in an Icelandic family, present 
a scene in (he highest degree interesting and pleasing. Between thre 
and four o'clock the lamp is hung up in the bad-§tcfa, bath-room, or prin 
cipal apartment ; and all the members of the family take their station wit! 
their work in tlieir hands. ..... The Work is no sooner begun , than on' 

of the family selected on purpose, adrances to a seat near the lamp, an( 
commences the evening lecture, whichgenerally consists of some old Saga 
or such other histories as are to be obtained on the island.'* 

SteiiM 18, ''Light hair was common in the North, black mor 
rare , bright-yellow a beauty in either sex. Gold or silk coloured haii 
light-yellow tresses , bright-gold locks &c. almost always belong in the Sagj 
to (he description of a Beauty. As late as the time of Eric XIY we fin( 
yellow more admired than darkish hair."ff "In an old poem we find i 
heroes 'body like the white chalk, his hair like the flowing gold;' and ai 
old Cornish song extols a pret(y maid for her white face and yellow hair 
Flowing locks of this colour were praised as most graceful and becoming 
by (he bards who addressed the sun, as 'the golden-haired.' This wa 
admired by the Cel(ic youth of former times, and '(he yellow-haired lad 
die* and 'lassie wi' the lint-whi(e locks' continue favourites with (hei 
descendants to the present day."tff — It may be added, tliat even whei 
wigs were first introduced into Britain, flaxen was the favourite colour. 

Stainat 94, 95. The inhabitants of the old North were as re 
markablc as their modern descendants, for their ingenuity in all manne] 
of handiwork. The females excelled in embroidery, of which we fine 
many graphic descriptions in the Sagas. We translate literally one , fron 
Scemund's Edda : -H-ft 



* We translate from "Svemka foUett Hiatorui, af Strmmkolm** t. II. p. 24g. - 
+ 'Iceland,' p. 283. — ff From the Swedish TraDsIatioo, by Pr^, LHJffrm, o 
GdHf/r Rolft Saga, not^ p. Qo5. — • +++ i^«n, SeoUukQai>i, I. Io5. — ffft Qudrun 
Grief, str. i4, i5, iG. 
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^'She (Thora,) for to glad me Sword-liosU and ]LcluL-lio»t« 

Work'd iu gold thread High Chiefs foUowing; 
Southlandish Halls, and 

Swans of the Dane: "Ships of Sigmund 

Swept from land, wilh 

"On tablets we fignr'd Gay-gilt dcckmcnts and 

Tlic sports of Heroes, Grav'd-oul stems; 

And on onr hand-work We hroidcr'd on hroad tap'siry 

High Kings' Champions, How ihcj were battling 

Bright red hncklers, Sigar and Sigeir 

Brave Hnn Chieftains, Sonth on Fivi." 

"Great delight had they," adds the VolsuMgm Sm§m, "'in this their 
needle-work, and greatly was Gudrnn's sorrow eased thereby". "We 
need not add, that the celebrated and invalnable Bayeux-Tape$(ry was ilia 
product of the Scandinavian needle. 

Stoma 94. 'And billows bine'. "In mare pnrpnrenm." Virg, 
Of org. TV, 373. In British parlance, "the iretm sea*' is a phrase so familiar, 
that in justification of the favourite epithet, blae or purple, of our 
northern bards, it may be advisable to cite farther the aulliority of an 
acute observer. "The water of the main ocean is well known lo be as 
transparent and as colourless as that of the most pure springs; and it is 
only when seen in very deep seas that any certain and nuchangeable 
colour appears. This colour is commonly ultramarine blue." * 

Stamn 97, This has always been true ; but that it was especi- 
ally 60 in the period of Frithiof — witness the Norse adventures aud 
North-man exploits and conquests in every part of Europe and even in 
Africa and Asia, from the commencement to the close of those Sea-Kiiig 
expeditions which discovered and colonized America, Greenland, aud 
Iceland, — which twice subdued England itself, — and which left Europe 
remodeled! 

Canto II. 



SuutMa //. According to llie Youmger Edda f , the vault of Hcavcn is 
supported by four Dwarfs, Eati, We§t, Norih and SauA, 

Siama i3. The Falcon, the sacred bird of Egypt and of Greece . 
was also the bird of Oden in Scandinavia. Angurshi]) from ilH entrails 



* Scoiethi/t Arclic Regions, copied from Strong, p. l5. — f Gylfag. rli VIH. 
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was Tery common , and Oden himself was inroked to fai^ the decision of 
the Aagan; that is to saj, — an intrigning Priestcraft flonrishes ererj 
where, when it can find dnpes. 

Strntma 14. The ScandinaTians , like the German warriors of old , 
adorned their shields with earrings, engraTlngs or paintings of flowers &c. 

Simmm i6. Who is nok here reminded of Faf^B magnificent and 
indignant bvrtt — 

"dtnck o'er with titles, and hnng ronnd with strings, 

That then maj'st be , by kings , or whores of kings; 

Boast the pnre blood of an illnstrioos race, 

In quiet flow &om Lncrece to Lncrece|: 

But by your fathers' worth if yonrs yon rate , 

Count me those only who were good and great. 

Go ! if yonr ancient , but ignoble, blood 

Has crept through scoundrels ever since the flood, 

Go! and pretend yonr family is young; 

Nor own yonr fathers have been fools so long. 

What can ennoble sots, or slaves, or cowards? 

Alas ! not all the blood of all the Howards.** * 

Stoma 94. The Kingship of the old North was originally, as it 
should be, — an Elective Presidency; though the history of the Scandi- 
navian Kingdoms affords melancholy proof enough , how respect for the 
^'divine races" (as the families said to be descended from Oden w^ere 
called) overwhelmed the land with destructive minorities or imbecile 
manhood. Willi tlie "hereditary principle," whether monarchic or aristo* 
cratic equally cementing Dynasties formed in Kingdoms gained by the 
sword, came in also "liereditary degradation.** How beautifully energetic 
is our inimitable Pope, on this subject! — 

"Who first taught souls enslaved, and realms undone, 

Th' cnormons failh of many made for one ; 

That proud exception to all nature's Laws, 

To' invert the world, and counterwork its cause? — 

Force first made conquest, and that conquest, law; 

Till Supcrslilion taught the tyrant awe. 

Then shared the tyranny, then lent it aid, 

And Gods of conquerors, slaves of subjects made.*' f 

Si«tfa$ 96, 97, &c. 8ee Index, art. havamal. 



* Essay on Man, IV. ao5— ai6. -^ \ D* III. a4i~a4S. 



.f 
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Sta$iaa 97. Scandiuaviau Sea-Kings and Warriors are often 
mentioned in the Sagas as choosing their bnrial>place by bays and arms 
of the sea; as if, even when dead, they could not be parted from their 
favonrite element! — The latter half of this verse has a striking parallel. * 
We translate only "what immediately relates to the subject. — "King 
Yngvar made peace -^vith the Danes ; then look he to ravage along the 
East-Sea. But, one summer, he drew out his men, hasted up to Estland, 
and all the summer plundered that district hlght Sten: tlien came the 
£st-men down with a mighty host, and so they battled there; but the 
land-troops were so many, that the Sviar (Swedes) could not stand against 
them. So Yngvar, the King, fell — and his host fled away. There rests 
he in his Cairn, right along by the salt wave's side .... thus saitk 

Thiodolfer; 

And the' East-Sea Ocean's Song — 

For Svea-King To joy him — chaunted!" 

Canto III. 



Page 99, *In the' earth!' The haugu-olld, Hill-Age (Barrow; or 
Burial Age), which succeeded the bruxa-olld. Burn or Pile Age, com- 
menced in Scandinavia with Yngvc Frey. f 

Id. 'Successors.' It was not uncommon, in tliesc times, for two 
sons or a father and son to reign together. 

Page 90. 'Ten twelves.' The duodecimal mode of compulation is 
still common in Britain, as well as in Scandinavia. The 'long* or 'great 
hundred' or 'thousand' &c. are well known in most trades. 

Page 31. 'Chimney*. "Tlie circums.tance so prctlily introduced im- 
plies rather an orifice in tlic roof than the lengthened funnel of modern 
chimnies. Beckman draws a similar inference from a passage of Hero- 
dotus, "who relates (L. VIII. c. 137) that a king of Lebeea, when one of 
his servants asked for his wages, offered liim in jest the Sun, which at 
that time shone into tlie house through the chimney.'^ •!•+ 

Page 93, 'Giant.* "This anecdote belongs to the Sagaof Thorstein. 
The legend informs us that the name of the fair who had the good for- 
tune to attract the attention of this elegant and disinterested suitor, was 
Hunvor; and that she possessed distinguished beauty, and unrivalled 



* Tnglinga-Saga cb. 36. — f Sit, Sturhion, K. Sag. PrcfacS. — ft Strong § Tram- 
lation of Frithiof, p. 47. 



|Hrrkf!:iiiii a. itL lui frfft aiu. awiuimiii Hiiiwiiin* H LMnmu ir jj,r» ^^^^ ^j^^ 
tftttUiix*- 1^ ^irrii i taifuiiiH xiinM'«»fnL iiitt jrnh-'" BC. lut ^S^Aa.-w^b •Jtd. h*z 
ytsnixMr^ ii Uit nJlutsL tsammtur u5 gjmrr- u ;ttiK ausj u:*£aiBL£cii. A^ 
juniitUMA. u JM I: mckroattor 39*10. ■tmr.'' ' saat Iboek. jc^ omof-oub. 

Jft. 'Swat* 'Gnrask. 72»£itiia.- ianfe^. «&£ enrxDiAier xnar £x.aAi«rt- 
oiir iiuK fill 7jus*ef -v^iun. ^oa:r jumc i^rtr n «UBipifv ait£. iEitZi»Kuc tk« 

TLiir 3^:xi.t T Xjitrt . J n-r. Iknc* . Hf^^mfa7i, Rirffr. \Uj^ Air »r Va1« . 

Ayr JBL 'AftdErft-Xviftrt.' Tl^ Sf:iA£sirikx» keU tkcir jmdicijl 

Ayr M. 'A^i Um* SrlL' B«zul vIl3c Hriw u BOt vidkoat ex- 
Mm^ht 3X ik* SfefM. F«r i^antumt^z f ^AaI as W fTlirua was bow so 
«M. dui k* <'C:y3J £^3 B» B9re, W caBc4 kuwell. wkO* j«t liTisg, 
ftfr Le pL»u4 "wlthiM. hi* BiMmw vidi ma«k f9o4s.* Tke wkole ckapter 
if kieklj- efl!ertaiiAi«^. A^us: -5-f -Xvfflkvard im Xaama-djle were two 
krotken, kotk kl«^t. Hrriaaer aa4 Hr^Haa^. For jJiree touiers kad 
fkej keea ksildlfl^ tkes a Barrow. Of wood, fttoaes. aad lime was tke 
Barrow aiade. Xow wkea as tkis Cairm was fiwsked , got tke Brotken 
tiding* tkat Hanld wa« io fall marck aeaiast tkea wilk kis araij. Tkea 
caased Kiag Hcrlaagr BOck food aad drink to ke earned into kis moaad , 
and tkereafter weal ke in to tke Barrow togetker wilk '^TT men. Afier 
tkU, ke lutd tke Csim closed op again after klnu* — Of tke akoTe cka- 
raelerislic fact, (ke talented and tasteful Oklenscklager kas made an ex- 
Iremelj piclnresqne nse, in tke last Scene of kis 'Helge*. <— As to tke 
Ifllerment of war'Testels also, Siromf obsenres, p. 50: "That occasionally 
tke rorpue was inhumed, sealed in a galley or skip, kas keen already 
noticed; and we can scarcely hesitate to trace the practise to tke sym- 
bolical character of a sepulchre, attributed to the ark. P. E. Muller, 
nevertholcM, attribules (his exptmkte usage, like the Lapland practise of 
Interring In a boat, to (he preYaillng desire to proride the departed vriiji 
•nltahlo e(|ulpago In a future state.'* — Tliis latter is, doubtless, tke 
Gorraot opinion. 6oe the Saga of Bikan ike Good, ch. 27. 



* fSh^Hf p. 48. -^ f RomiMil Orrip*on*§ S^ga, cb. 4. — ff Harald lAe Fait 
hmi-Hl't Akif«( ell. 8. 
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Page 40, *Thor's own place'. '^So , at least , according to Adam of 
Bremen, he sat in the Temple of Upsala: ^ **NobilliMimnm ,'* &c. "that 
nation (the Swedish) has a most noble temple , which is entitled I/Sm&i. In 
this temple , which is entirely fitted np with gold , the people renerate the 
slatnes of three gods: so situated that tlic most potent, Thor, has a 
distinct scat in the centre, Woden and Fricco being placed on his right 
and left." * 



Canto IV. 



Stoma i8. See Index, art. oeirsodd* 

Simmm 80. It was extremely common, in old times, to hold public 
meetings and assemblies on the Barrows of celebrated Kings and Warriors. 
Owing to the gradual elevation of the ground, all present could easily 
behold the presiding Judge or chief speaker. It was in compliance with 
this custom, which the Norihcrn Kings long preserred, that Gustayus 
Yasa addressed the assembled Dalecarlians from Frey's Barrow (called also 
Ting-Hill) near Upsala, and the men of Helsingland from Norrala iKMnpi^drif 
(royal chAteau). 

Stamm 95, Tliis was no 'figure of speech.* The Scandinavians 
firmly believed in the dead life of the buried hero, or rather that a kind 
of double spirit from him inliabited the cairn, f 

SteNM 98, The word 'man* here is degrading, and signifies 
one in the King's immediate service and depending upon his pleasure. 
Fritliiof himself thus inlierited from his father twelve mercenaries liable 
to service. Such hired warriors lived in numbers (a kind of body-guard) 
at the royal courts, besides tlie servants employed by the prince in his 
household. Heroes themselves often entered the service of a Monarch in 
this way, no exact pay being stipulated, but sure of being rewarded by 
gold and lands. In general however, tlie free possessor of land and goods, 
proud of his independence, would have been ashamed to become the 
lackey of a prince , and only took up arms in defence of his native 
country when endangered by a foreign invasion* 



* Strong, p. 5x — f See on this cnrions, bnt bitlierto not safTiciently explained, 
subject. Prof. Li1jfgren$ SYfcdisli Trans, of Gdnye Holft Saga, note, p. aSa. 
Gfijert Svra Hihet HSftUr, I. 278 and Grundttig$ Nordtn$ Mythologie , art Mifllieim. 
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.1 

} Canto V. 



^ Stama i5. The old Northern cnstom prevented either host or gnesi 

• from speaking of the occasion for the latter's visit, till he had freelj 

,, partaken the rights of Hospitality. 

Suuma 16, Divination from the entrails of a slaughtered horse vrai 
customary \ri\h. the ancient Northmen. The sacred steeds (^vhite and 
unprofaned by labour) also showed by their neighing, snorting, and 
manner of lifting the foot whether the victim was acceptable to the Gods, 
&c. The same superstition w^e find among the old Persians. * 

SteMM 20, Striking the War-Shield was a Scandinavian battle- 
summons which all , far and near, were obliged to obey. This custom it 
also inentioned by 0$tiam\, **The Ring took his deathful spear, and sirucli 
the deeply •sounding shield: his shield that hung high in night, the dismal 
sign of war." 

Canto VI. 



Siatma 9. 'Yet a Fawn.* Unfortunately the expressive and cutting 
ftm of the original cannot be preserved in an English Translation. The 
word 'bonde' means both *Pawn*, and 'Peasant* or 'Yeoman' (free, and 
often powerful, landed proprietor). Consequently Frithiofs answer — 

"Fralsas kan ban med en boude*\ 
Yet a Pawn (Peasant) can all recover, — 
refers to the expression of the taunting Helge, in the IVth Canto «- 

"V&r syster Mr ej for en bonde-son," 
Our Sister is not for a Peasant's Son! 
We may as well remark here once for all, that the Northern 
Sagas abound with specimens of punning, witticism, double entendre and 
enigma. The wit displayed , however, was sometimes tkmrp as tu^L 

Canto Vn. 



SteNM 6. 'Like Saga in a marriage room', — "the Goddess of 
History meditating upon the line of heroes to emanate from the recent 
union." ft 



♦ Or€uH»r, V. 70. VT. 19. — + Twrntra, b. VIT. — ++ HtrvfUf^ p. gS. 
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Stamui 7. 'Norlliland's Nightingales'. Strong says, p. 93, the Song- 
thrusli, TurduM musicu$; bnt Mohnike prefers tlie Red-wing, Twdta ilmeiu, 

Stama 13. So Southey sajs (of Lovc) 

"lis holy flame for ever bnruelh , 

From Hcav'n it came, to Heav'n retameth." 

Statma 14. See Index , art. ei^heriar. 

Stamuu 19, 80. So in Skakeipeare ; f 

Jul. *'Wili thou be gone? it is not yet near day; 

It Tiras the nightiugalc and not (he lark, . . • • 

Believe me love, it is the nightingale 

Yon light is not daylight. I know it, I; 

It is some meteor that the sun exhales*" 

Canto MIL 



Page 75. 'Kinsman', 'Cousin'. The royal maid claims kindredship 
with the God, as being descended from the Asar. The Scaudinayians 
long reverenced the Houses sprung from the deified Heroes. See Index , 
art. SBMi:^G. 

Page 80. 'Grcek-land's Ocean'. The Viking-expeditions of the 
Northmen were often extended to the most distant coasts. Besides discov- 
ering so many unknown lands, their fleets (ungnidcd by any compass) 
traversed Europe and ravaged Africa and even Asia! 'i'he Varingar or 
Varanges, wlio were in the service of llie Byzantine Emperors, and con- 
stituted their incorruptible and unconquerable body-guard, were for the 
most part Scandinavian adventurers. 

Page 89. 'Let him deny who dares, and hears my reason!' It is 
rather difilcnlt to convey properly the threat implied in the original : — 

"Jag bar ett ord att saga den som vagrar." 

Canto IX. 



StansM 7. 'On his hand*. "The ancient English illuminators have 
uniformly distinguished the portrait of King Stephen by giving him a 
hawk upon his hand, to signify I presume, by that symbol, that he was 



* Bomeo and Juliet, Act. III. Sc. 5. 
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nk^TA tji^.,xz 'iajt '^Pt^ttunnv* Jk^l ILia« •< 5w<^cb. had jH — tke belter 

€'lk3TO X. 



7. fkar-paw. — «. p«A: B>dni ■* i«< Bear. 

* Manes'. "M&ftela narlM: ibc pi>e Maxtea. Im proof of 
tJb« UftVitj ^.l*h inulfih ikit llLiIe ^Kimal f^aJes tke jcl asfellcd masts of 
\htc tf,tK*t, it in%T b« «Ca;e4. «b tfce aaihorirr of BmMom. llial it usurps 
iUe fi^-t of the ^qatrrel »ttd of ike baxzard. a ad 4islodces the wood-peeler 
twttm jf4 jniae," f 5^e in4tr%. art. ccjtB. weale. 

Ca5TO XI. 



^Mmm //. 'L'anerTe% the sword from slayiD*'. The expression of 
ike original j« ''^Tard kan dofva," in other words, so exorcise the si«'ord 
of hi* adtrer^^ary that it shall become blnnt and incapable of i i Wnj , w^onnd- 
ing. — '^Howerer confident in personal power, the heroes of the North 
did not scruple to court the alliance of the magic art. BryBhildr accord- 
ingljr in<ilnic'f» .Signrd: 

^^Sigrnnar skallu kunna Woald the Chief in arms excel, 

ef fhu vill snotr vera Runes of Conquest read thon well! 

ok ri«>( a hjalli hjor«i Graring on thy gauntlet's hide, 

A vcttrunnm On the liilt that gird^ thy side, 

ok & va]hy«tam On thy war-spear's bristled oak, 

ok ncfna tvisrar Ty. Twice the mighty Tyr inToke." ff 

"'rh(* pr/trliftc. alluded lo might be deemed scarcely consistent with the 
hcroif! f:liHra(;lor of the age; but it should be recollected, that if runic 
*|M!ll« ^ver(! called in lo hliinl (he edge of the sword, sorcery had been 
previously employed lo impart to the blade an unearthly temper. Oden 
bim«cir, wo arc Informed, instructed the Aser in the mysteries of the 
rtiMgiv art through runes aud chaunts — GmlUrari — and such science, ac- 
fording to the ancient lay Rigt-mal, formed part of the education of a 
young poteiitHle: ^ 



• SlruU'$ tftorU unH pattitntt ^c, Kd, l833 p. a^. — f Strong, p. l37. — +f D:o p. i53. 
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''En koiir nngr Prince was yerscd 

knnui rnnar In runic lore, 

ccfinn runar Rnues coeval, 

oc alldr ranar: Runes of yore, 

incir knnni liaun Men could fend 

muunum biarga Wilk magic spell , 

cggiar deyfa Swords could blunt, 

elldi at loegia." And fire could quell." * 

This superstition was not yet extinct in tke middle ages, and 
Major Snodgra$$ mentions f a similar belief: — A part of tke mountaineers 
inliabiting tke borders of Ckina, were employed in ike Burmese service 
under tke command of three young and beautiful women of kigk rank , 
wko believed tkey could render tke bullets of tke Englisk 'Jiarmless*. 
Of course, tkey all fell victims to tkeir superstitious rashness. —Something 
of the same sort, in which however the Catholic Priest was the wizard, 
w^as common among the "wild Irish", during the famous and well-founded 
rebellions there. 

Statna 18. 'Glass panes.' '*It must be in tke recollection of every 
one who has kad an opportunity to peruse tke very curious old House- 
kold-Book of tke Nortkumberland Family, that whenever the Earl re- 
moved from Alnwick Castle to London, not only the arras was taken 
down in all tke rooms, but the glass was also carefully taken out of the 
windows." f+ 

Id, *And locks'. Even at this day, a latch is the only door- 
fastening in Northern Scandinavia, some parts of Swilzcilaud, and various 
other sequestered districts. 

Stoma 19. *Candle' is elegantly introduced here, as beint; an 
evident and comparatively modern addition to the luxuries of a Northern 
Chief. Formerly young hoys attended with pine-lorehcs to light up the 
banquets of the great. Such turpentine-wood torches are still used by tke 
common people of tke kigk Nortk and of Scotland. They are fastened 
between the boards of the walls. 

Canto X)I. 



Page 121, *And bread will have.' This line refers to a custom uni- 
versal in the Nortli , of treating and encouraging the horses by giving 



• Strony, p. jlj. — y Sarrathc of the Burmese War. — ff Mr Hiny , Aich. VI. 284. 
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them, occasionally, pieces of a coarser sort of the hard rje-bread (a kind 
of Scotch cakes) nsed almost every where in Germany and Scandinavia ^c. 

Id. 'Oath.' This bitter commendation has reference to Helge's 
piihlic anil scandalous breach of his Coronation oath, (without speaking 
of the separate compact made previous to his embassy) by which he had 
promised to maintain the rites of religion, tlie public peace, and the pri- 
vate liberties. 

Page 124, 'Sure the victim's fair.* In the Original, "del ar dock 
skuut," — a melancholy half-ironic self-raillery. 

Canto Xffl. 



Staima I. 'Midnight's Sun.* It is well known that the Snn never 
sets, and is consequently visible all night long, atTorne&when tlie nights 
are at the longest. This is also the case, under the same degree, in Nor- 
way, particularly from the mountains. Sogn, however^ is 5 degrees south 
of Tornea; so that we must add with Strong, p. 175. "Here we must crave 
on behalf of our author a few degrees oipoetk latilude, or considerable allow^- 
ance for refraction, which is really augmented in cold climates, throngh 
condensation of the atmosphere." 

Stan%a$ 8. 'Balder's Pyre.' "This expression is applied here in 
three different significations: — to the Mythick pile of the Deity; to the 
emblematic fire upon the hearth; and to tlie burning Temple and grove, 
in which the image of the deity was consumed as on a funeral pile." * 

Siama 5. 'Flint-knives.' "In ancient times flint was fashioned into 
cutting instruments, and it is conjectured that the stone-knives used by 
tlie Hebrews were of this mineral." f 

Statna 8. "Not as King, but as the challenged, Helge was entitled, 
agreeably lo the rule of Northern cliivalry, to the first stroke. So on the 
occasion of the contest between Viking andlronsknll, related in the third 
Canto, the latter addressed his opponent: — "Strike thou first, for snch 
is the law of duel" — Holmgaungu log, — as I am the challenger; and in the 
meantime I must sland quiet, nor can I apprehend any danger from so 
doing. Then Viking drew Angrvatliil, and as it were lightning radiated 
from it." Saga Thortt. Vik. Again, in the SagaKclil's Heengs, the same nsage 
is noticed: — "The first cut is the right of him who is called ami" ff 



• Sliong. p. 177, — t JamttottB Min, I. 237. — ff Strong, p. 177, 
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aunma 19. "Tlie degree of facility or reluctance with wldcli Uie 
armlet that adorned an image miglit be removed, seems to hare served as 
a criterion of the disposition of the deity towards the experimenter. Ac- 
cordingly it is related of a Norwegian Connt, Hacon, that finding his 
efTorts repeatedly frnitless, he continued to renew his devotions until the 
image at length permitted bim to abstract the ring — when he qnitted the 
temple satisiied that the deity was propitious. — Feereyinga Saga. c. 23."* 
See Index, art. armring. 

SfaitM 92, Tllis noble «tmi7« — of tlie Flaming Bhmt tO tlie Fire-red Cock 
— is the more admirable here as, to use the words of Rev. Mr. Strong — 
*'lhe final conflagration of the world, typified in the Mythus by Balder's 
funeral pile , is to be ushered in by a general crow of the gold-combed 
Cock in Asg&rd, the fire-red upon earth, and the livid in the shades 
below." That gentleman's translation , however, "A fire-red watch-bird 
springs," which gives us a real chanticleer instead of a metaphorical one, is 
a lapius calami. 

Canto XIV. 



Page 139, 'For Balder's — Brother.' "Such repeated acrimonious 
references to Helge's pretensions to divine origin might naturally be eli- 
cited through his allegation of this pica for the rejection of Frilhiofs 
suit." + 

Id. *The Oak.' ^'Skaldick phraseology abounded, as might be 
expected, in synonymes for weapons and gallies. To an English ear w^onted 
to the patriotic vaunt, "Heart of oak are your ships," the term here em- 
ployed will sound less alien than even the more ordinary metaphor, sea- 
dragon, serpent, or "worm — orm" — See Index, art. dragon, sea-horse. 

Page 141, *Thal trick was good.' "This stratagem, of which Bjom 
assumed the merit, is not peculiar to our Saga; it was really an expedient 
which the paucity of craft might easily suggest to a fugitive. To the same 
wile, Leifr — f^r. S. 56, c. ; and herraud , Sag, 12, 13, K. — had re- 
course ; and this latter instance is related in a narrative combining so 
characteristically the embellishment of the Skald, with the matter of fact of 
an eye-witness, that it may not be briefly dismissed. Tliis Prince of East- 
Gautland having rescued the sister of Godmund, King of Glasvellr, in 
Finland, from a temple of Jomal, where she had been immured, was re- 



* Do p. 177. — i Do p. 189. 
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warded by lier afi'eclion; bnt during his absence on a warlike expedition, 
his royal sire, to whose charge the betrothed had been confided, was 
overpowered by a hnnish army, his country was ravaged, and the fair 
reclaimed. The enemy being too powerful to be openly assailed, Hcr- 
rand and his foster-brother Bosi, accompanied by a friendly magician, 
named Smith, sailed in a single galley to attempt the recovery of Uleithr. 
They reached Gloesvellr on the eve of her forced nnptials to a champion 
of llie king, Siggeir and with the promptitude of "Yonng Lochinvar," it 
was determined to ''tread a measure" with the bride. Sigurd, the confi- 
dent and harper of the monarch, having been waylaid and slain "with his 
sole attendant, their skins were conveyed to Smith, who prepared from 
them larvae — nagrimur — for himself and Bosi ; and thus disguised in tlie 
tegument and dress of their victims, these representatives proceeded boldly 
to the castle , whilst Herrand undertook the arrangements without. Ap- 
prehending forcible abduction, Godmund had erected an enormous Hall, 
in which the nuptials were to be celebrated amidst numerous guards; 
and had placed at each of the hundred doors two warders, instructed 
to repel any unknown applicant for admission. This precaution proved, 
of course no obstacle to our teeming Sigurd, who followed by his man, 
entered where the sovereign himself stood, and was warmly greet- 
ed. His first care was to exhort the steward and butlers to ply the 
guests liberally with the strongest beverage, as doing meet honour to 
the entertainer. Tlie nobles and bride , attended by her maidens of 
high degree , having then been sealed with due ceremony, the feigned 
Sigurd, gifted with the harp, and more tban the skill of his predecessor, 
struck up ; winning loud applause by each flourish , which announced the 
formal introduction of a bumper. At first, however, his pitch was low, 
so that the King stimulated him to greater exertion; but when the com- 
memoration-cup of Thor was ushered in, Sigurd changed his Key, so that 
knives , dishes , and whatever was at liberty, began to be in commotion ; 
many of the guests, also, sprang from their seats, and danced upon tlie 
pavement: this movement continued for some time. Next came the cup 
dedicated to all the JRair, and again the harper altered his tone, striking 
with such energy, that echo — dvergmdU — responded to every note : all 
present, save the chief, the bride and bridegroom, now stood up, and 
the dance was general ; this strain was also of considerable duration. The 
King then inquired whether Ms skill was exhausted; but the reply was, 
that he relaxed merely to give pause for rest and regale : some popular 
melodies succeeded, and the cup of Oden then arrived. Now Sigurd opened 
his harp, which was so large that a person mlglit stand upright with in . 
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and slionc as of solid ore. lie look up aii'hite Gmbroidcred glove, and com- 
iiLCUccd Ihc tunc, termed "faldafcykir" —- reil'dUperter : — then leaped llic 
veils from the females , and sported under the beam ; men and women 
}oined tlie maze, and nothing could resist the excitement. This was suc- 
ceeded by Frcya's cup, tlic last to be emptied: and now Sigurd prepar- 
ing the King iur a more potent string, struck with such eflcct. that the 
monarch, too, was fascinated; he, the bride and bridegroom, danced as 
merrily as any of the party, and the hurly-burly became universal. The 
nuptial couch stood on an elevated platform, and thither Smith, who now 
took the Iiand oT the bride, contrived to cast various pieces of plate from 
the table equipage; and night being far advanced, the spoil was abstracted 
through a window by his accomplices, llerrand, in the meanlimc, had 
rendered all the ve$»eU which lay near his own unfit for tea. The mirth was at its 
height, when a tall personable man entered in scarlet Kirtle and silver 
girdle, fringed with gold; he Avas unarmed and dancing gradually t(» the 
spot where Godmund stood, he raised his fi^l, and inflicted so severe a 
blow upon the Chief, that blood gushed forth, several teeth dropped, and 
a swoon ensued. The assailant immediately rushed forth closely followed 
by Sigurd, who, observing the action, had thrown his harp upon the bed, 
and the bridegroom drawing his sword, with many of the guests, pursued* 
Whilst the residue were occupied with the fallen monarch. Smith, Aviih 
the bride, skipped up the steps to the platform where the harp lay, and 
placing her in the instrument, he attached it to a cord lowered by liis 
confederates, and both escaped through the window. They reached the 
boat safely: the fugitive having made a circuit, soon arrived also, and at 
his heels the supposed Sigurd and his armed foe. All sprang on board; 
but the harper turning upon the unfortunate bridegroom, hurled him into 
the sea, whence he was rescued with difllculty by the men on shore. 
His brother and a body of armed men instantly put off in a galley to 
pursue the abductors, who now made every effort by oars and sail to ac- 
celerate their flight; scarcely however had the enemies of Herraud launch- 
ed forth , ere hi$ stratagem succeeded, and the vessel filled. Thus pursuit became 
hopeless; inebriety, moreover, added to the embarrassment, and although 
Godmund soon recovered his recollection* merriment was converted into 
sighing and sorrow." * 

Page 149, 'That scoundrcl-framing.* The ^niding-stc^ng* was a kind 
of post or pillory, on which the names of those were inscribed who had 
flagrantly disgraced themselves by crimes or cowardice. It is yet sometimes 



• Strong s Frilhiof, p. 190, 
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used, in llic Norlh. Strong \ery aptly observes, p. 192. "Frilliiof, in i^lios^ 
^ mind the idea of a Baula-slone must be as intimately associated -with, thi 

I hero T\'hosc fame it commemorated , as the Niding-slake -vrith the ontcas 

I -whose name it pilloried, is therefore, in perfect keepims, "when he taunt 

ingly assures Helge of security, from the respect which he entertains foi 
j the consecrated Rune-mark, which his spearhead is wont to carve. Helgi 

] had formerly threatened Fritiiiof, that if he did not recover the tribnti 

from Anganlyr, he should be ^*a branded coward" — hvmr mm$u ?(iDi7r6 - 
f and the insult is now retorted and exaggerated." 

* Page 144. Stoma 3.' Ye table t-founlaius for mighty Thor!' "J runo- 

) hallar for valdig Thor!" — Ye slrelching clifT-groups on whose stony page 

Thor, the Thunderer, can inscribe his runes mysterious: — a most magnifi- 
» cent and majestic image! — There is seen to this day near Hoby in Ble- 

I lung, a flat rock called Runemo, on which, within double lines that maj 

be traced for 24 yards Harald Hildetand's Scald — XI Centuries ago! — 

carved Troll-runes against Sigurd Ring. * Many mne-inscriptions on rocks 

are to be found in Sweden and Norway f. Job , also , speaks of "words 

graven in tiie rock for ever" ff. 



Canto XV. 



Stamat »— I/. '*Many things were there established in their band, 
to be observed in champion-fashion. Thus among the rest, was it —that 
no man should bear a sword more than one ell long; so near, at least, 
should each one cloze with his foe. Tben got they claymours (short thick 
broad-swords) made for them, that the blows might tell the better. None 
of them had less strengtii singly, than XII common men together. Women 
and children took they never prisoners. Never should tliey have their 
wounds bound up, till that 48 hours had passed." • . . • *^That custom had 
they also , that they never tented over their ship, and never reeved the 
sail for a Tempest's sake." f+f 

Stama 6. See Index , art. odbv. Byron has a thought somewhat similar : 
**The rising morn will view the chiefs embark; 
But waves are somewhat treacherous in the dark: 



• Wieitlgren'i "Sverigcs Skona Litteratur," II. Sag. — + Svem RAm Bifder, af 
Geifer, I. l53. — ff XIX. 24. — +tf H«l/*« and HetT* Ckmmpiaiu' S^gm, ch. lo. 
See also tlie 7tb 8tb and Qtb strophes of the magnificent i6lh cb. to the 
same Saga. 
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Auil revellers maj more securely sleep 

On silken coach than o'er tlic rugged deep." * 

Stamux 9, ''This professional hostility was so thoroughly understood, 
that when Halfdan, with an overpowering superiority of force, meets 
another adventurer, Niorfi, he immediately addresses him: **I must give 
thee, as usual, a choice;" but, sinking the alternatiYe, simply proposes 
that he should abandon his wealth, ships, and arms, on condition of a 
free dismissal. The brave buccaneer, though acknowledging ihe hopeless- 
ness of resistance , determines to perish with his vessels; and his opponent, 
not to be excelled in chivalry, then detaches a part of his fleet, and com- 
mences an engagement witii equal force. After three days of hard fighting, 
they begin to enquire what was to be gained by conquest: and asNiorfi's 
squadron proves to be UskUy laden, a truce is proposed, and an alliance 
concluded." Strong, p. 203. f 

Statma 14, "Like the heroes of Homer, those of ancient Scandi- 
navia, in the excess of their overboiling courage, dared to defy the gods 
themselves. 'Where is he,' exclaimed a champion, 'whom they call Odin, 
that warrior so completely armed, who hath but one eye to guide liim? 
Ah! if I could but see him, this redoubted spouse of Frigga, in vain should 
he be covered with, his snow-white buckler, in vain mounted upon his 
lofty steed , he should not leave his abode of Lethra without a wound. 
It is lawful to encounter a warrior god!" +f 

Canto XVI. 



Pag. iS6, 'Host-fight on ice/ Great battles were sometimes fought 
on the ice, as tlie mountainous regions offered few i)laius fitted for that 
purpose. 

Canto XVII. 



Statma 10— i9. See a similar transformation beautifully described 
in ByronU Coriair, II, 4. 

Stama i4. Strong observes, p. 220. "Holinshed stales, that in the 
year 1170, upon the day of the young Prince's coronation, king Henry the 
Second "served his son at the table as a server, bringing up the Bore's 



* Corsair, II. a. — f The extract is from Thorsten Vikmgiton$ Saga, rh. 7. — 
+f Nortli. Ant, I. ai5. 
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head, with trumpeti before it, according to the manner." See Index, art. 
fret's boar. 

StaH%a 83. 'His sword then grasp'd.* "History records an anecdote 
of Erik Eiegod — Ever-good — King of Denmark , -which though saTonring 
of the thrice -stricken harp of the Elle-maid, and plainly to be received 
"with some grains of allowance , is too apposite to be omitted here. This 
monarch was seated at the festive board, when a musician was announ- 
ced who professed to wield at plcasnre the emotions of the human heart. 
He was summoned into the royal presence, to prove his dexterity; but 
long excused himself, alleging that the mind of the monarch would be 
disordcd. This premonition serving merely to aggravate curiosity, he was 
then commanded to play, w^ith a menace of the consequences of disobedi- 
ence. The musician now finding remonstrance fruitless, requested the 
attendants to conceal, first, all the weapons and arms in the saloon. This 
injunction having been executed, and the door locked, he commenced his 
minstrelsy. The first piece which he played had the elTect of rendering 
the whole court melancholy and depressed. The second piece excited 
them all to merriment, so that they sprang from their seats and danced: 
but with the third they were wrought up to frenzy. In this fit of mad- 
ness , the king forced open a cabinet, seized a sword, and slew four of 
his ministers; and it was found necessary to rush upon and coerce him 
until the paroxysm subsided. ""Whether," adds the historian, "the harp 
of the musician produced such an eflTccl naturally, or the prepossessed 
imagination of the monarch were the source of the phenomenon, I will 
not venture to pronounce." The pious Erik on recovering his self-posses- 
sion, deeply afllicted at the catastrophe, not contented with the penance 
enjoined by Canute the Great, vowed to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 
and pray for the souls of his four victims at the Holy Sepulchre. From 
this determination, neither tears nor prayers could divert him, and he 
died at Cyprus, 1105, on his way thither. — holberg's Datm. Big, ll«i." • 

Canto XVIII. 



Stama 9, The skill of the Scandinavian Youth, in performing 
evolutions and carving figures and letters while in rapid motion over their 
'icy plains*, is amazing. Often have we gazed at their exploits with won- 
der and admiration. 



* Sironfi Frilhiof, p. aa3. 
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Canto XIX. 



Stamta 9. Hnntiiig and Ha-w^kiug were not confined to llie immense 
forests of the North, but long stood their ground in the South of Earo^ie 
also. "Waller, Bishop of Rochester in the 13th century, made it his sole 
employment, even when up-\vards of eighty years old; and the ladies, both 
alone and attended by their lords , winded the horn and roused the game 
with remarkable skill. Queen Elizabelli's passion for the Cliase is well 
known. — "The great liunting matches were the means of preserving a 
social intercourse between remote tribes, and of bringing together the 
chiefs and principal men of the country, for the adjustment of differences, 
arrangement of proceedings, &c. Huntings were often given in compli- 
ment to the visits of friends, and the vassals were summoned in suitable 
numbers." * 

Stamat 13, 14, Gifted Birds, or rather spirits in their shape, are 
a "divine machinery" frequently introduced in the Ballads and Sagas of 
the Nortli. This is one out of a thousand resemblances to Asiatic man- 
ners. "Many also in the North, as in idolatrous Israel, asserted that they 
could understand the cries of birds — so that they became a language 
studied with great zeal both by kings and peasants." f 

Stoma 18. Sec a somewhat similar instance of magnanimity, in 
Tyller's Hi$t. of Scotland, II. 400. 

Statma 80, *Wilh upborne shield.' According to the old Northern 
cnstom, a shield was carried on liigh instead of colours, and 'to come 
with the Shield of War* (Aiir#*jW, generally perhaps, red) was equiva- 
lent to a declaration of hostilities. — The *npborne sliield' tlierefore , 
which could only be carried between sun-rise and sun-set, was a sign of 
open and honourable warfare. See Index, art. shield. 

Canto XX. 



StamM 5, ^Fire's light-curl'd daughters,' — the graceful and slimly- 
bending $mokg'iereaih$ , — is hazarded in tlie spirit of the Scald ic phraseo- 
logy, ihdugh neitlier warranted nor forbidden by (lie onginaVs ^Stigandt mken,' 

Staima 11, ^Deatli-runes.' See Index, art. geirsodd. 

Stama 14, "It is plain that a more glorious crown, a Iielmet of 
salvation, rose before the imagination of the poet, as he penned lids char- 



• Legan$ Gael, II. 4l'. - f Ualim ttitl, I. 188. 
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aclerisdc passage. Yet the sentiment impnted to this Pagan Chieftain is 
not at all overcharged: the hope of a djing Odcnite, though not Tonclied 
like that of the Christian, i^-as more easily exalted into joy; since it ivas 
little repressed ihrongh any sense of responsibility, and inflated by igno- 
rant enthusiasm." * — Wc cannot help adding a single Strophe of tbe 
celebrated Deaik-Son^ of lUgnar Lodhrck, -which was probably in Tegner's re- 
collection when he composed this Canto: — 

ST. 29. 
^'Ccasc my strain! I hear a voice 
From realms where martial souls rejoice. 
I hear the Maids of slaughter call, 
Who bid me hence to Odin's Hall. 
High-seated in their blest abodes, 
I soon shall quaff the drink of gods. 
The hours of life have glided by; 
I fall, but smiling shall I die." f 

Canto XXI. 



Stama i, ^c. See Remarks on tlie alliterative Poetry of the old Eng- 
lish Bards , in WarUnCa Jiehifuet of Ame, Emg, Poetry II. 276—280. For a valuable 
comparison of the Icelandic and Anglo-Saxon systems of verse , wc refer 
to Cromhofmt Forn-Nordiakm Minnen, I. ad finem. 

Id, *His Courser.' '*If the Levantine Achilles consumed upon the 
pile of Pairoclns a stud of proud-necked coursers, the Northern Sigurd was 
equally careful that tlie shade of Harald-Hildetand should be provided 
with a pompous saddle-horse, on which he might ride forth amidst the 
host of the slain to Valhalla: if tlie tomb of Hring be poetically furnish- 
ed wilh his yet surviving charger, his lifeless side girt with its faithful 
blade , that of Chilpcric 1. really disclosed remains of his former war- 
horse , amongst rusty and decayed trappings, arms, and accoutrements. 
The Laplander Interring a flint and combustibles to light the departed 
along the dark passages of his cavernous way, or tlie Western savage, 
in addition to garments and grain , bestowing , as in mockery of the pal- 
lid corpse , ^*des couleurs pour se peindre ," betrayed not greater blindness 



• Strong, p. a57. — f Berherfe $pecimen$ of Icelandic Poetry, "Wc would Lsfe pre- 
ferred the last line to have run thus: 

I fall, but langh; and langhinp die! 
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than tho philosophic Greek inecrliug hi* viaticnm between the rigid teeth 
or squandering life and wealth npon the pile. The range of man's disco- 
Teries is cnt short at the grave, and beyond this point even Revelation 
seems rather meted out to dispel delusion than to communicate know- 
ledge."* The Scythians had the same burial-customs as the Scandinavians. 

Suuna $, 'Corn-ears.* In England, so late as in the reign of Henry 
Vin. Brides, we arc informed,** wore a garland of corn-cars. 

Stmna 9, I'he synonynics for gold , in the old Scaldic Poetry, are 
almost numberless. Many of them are founded upon legendary fable, 
while some are elegantly expressive; such***) as Agir'$ (the Ocean-god's) 
/Jref ; Frtja't (Venus') Tear$i the fUme of the terui (from its being SO generally 
made into Bracelets by the Nortlunen) ; the fire of the $iremm Cpoinling, says 
Qeijer, ff to the gold-bcaring floods of the Caucasus) , &c. It is called 
Dwarf'daff-shirie , for that tbe Pigmies who peopled the hills and caverns had 
no BoUar-da^ihime, 

Canto XXII. 



Staima S, *A Sun in blood.* — Painted blood-red. 

Stoma to, *'$o when Baldwin, Count of Flanders, was invested — 
an. 1204 — by the Crusaders with the Eastern purple, *Mhe barons and 
knights, agreeably to Byzantine custom, elevated the Emperor <m a Buchler 
and bore him into the church of St. Sop]Lia.'*fff Both the Romans aud 
the Northmen had this custom. For a general or ruler to be raised on 
the 'Shield of War* was an evident token of Superiority! 

Stoma 80, 'Time's spreading Tree!* See Index, art. tgdrasil. 

Canto XXIIL 



Stama 19, 'An air-born Phantom,* The Translator cannot call to 
mind tho existence of any national popular Synonyme for ''Hagring ;** Fata" 
Morgana is loo learned, and the Mirage is the lately adopted child of a fo- 



♦ Siromjf, p. a68. — ** Brand, Pep, Ant, — ♦♦♦iV. Edda, SkaUskap. cb. 3a and 
45. — f ''Now wbeo tbe Gods bad sate them on their seats, Xgir had shio- 
ing gold placed npon the floor of the Hall , and this sparkled and lighted up 
the Hall like nnto fire, — jnst as in Yalhall swords were instead of fire." 
Do, eh. 33. — ff Hafder, 1. 365. See also the Pro»e Edda, Skaldskaparmal , 
!5 3a— 46. — H+ -W&'« CruMadct, U. iVJ. 



246 

reigii desert, vrliilc Sight and Viiion &:c. arc all loo indefiuilc. — "When 
Nature slrclclies her canvas of vapour, and %vilh a pencil of re flexible and 
refrangible light draws fanciful images of objects in themselves fantastic, 
a less susceptible and inexperienced observer than Frithiof might be par- 
doned, should he give to the picture ideal touches, and ascribe the vision 
to prelernalural Agency. The architectural skill of fancy is elegantly 
recognii^ed by John Lander — the African Traveller — in his poetic and 
affecting monody: — 

"With bounding steps I gain'd the hill's ascent 
To muse in silence on the firmament, 
Where orient clouds that met my raptured sight 
Seemed blissful lakes in seas of silvery light, 
Rocks, mountains, caverns, precipices bold, 

Refulgent towers, and temple$ bmilt teith gold: 

And borne aloft on fancy's soaring wings, 
"VVere gorgeous thrones and palaces of kings." 

La. Gamette, Jan, 8. * 
Stan%a 15, 'Time's pure Spring.* Miuier's Well. 

Canto XXIV. 



StatuM 5. *The Serpent twisted.' "It should be observed that the 
knots wont to be engraven on Runick monuments, to denote an indisso- 
luble bond of fidelity and affection, were commonly angtriformj that gcnos 
of serpents, alone, having a propensity to convolve into knots or gyres. 
And when such anguiform knot occurs , the first care of the decypherer 
should be directed to the discovery of the head; as indicating the cobi> 
meucement of the scroll." ** 

Stanna If, 'Belt.' 'Gauntlets, See Index, art. thor. 

Sian%a 18, 'Oblivion's Heron.' "As an antliority for litis oxpression, 
Bishop Tegncr himself refers to a passage in the Havamal: — 

"Oniinnis hegri heilir He, oblivion's heron highl 

Sa er yfir auldrom thrumir O'er the toper slays his flight, 

Han stelr gedi guma." Filching reason , cloading ligku** *** 

StamM 14, 'The Scale.' "Oar poet in this suspension of the ha- 
lance , might plead sublunary in addition to celestial precedent| na the 



* Strong, p. 293. — ** Do. p. 3o;. quoted froni Hkka* Act. Qr, V * " Dm, 

p. 3o8. iiovamal. str. i|. 
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following passage will testify: — ''Erat Comiii bilanx argenrca inaurata, 
binis pondcribuA , anrco altero , altero argcntco adjectis, in ntroquc humana 
eftgiei coelata crat; lalibus cnim Tetercs uli consiievcrant: id Lull, sivc 
sortes, nominArtnil." * , 

ift. *Gold-comb'd Cock'&c. Sfich are llie signs, which — as sings 
the Prophcless of ihe NorlJi — shall nshcr in ihc day terrible alike lo 
gods and men: — 

"Gdl um Asnm Crow'd his jEsir-call 

Giillin-kambi Cock with glistening crest; 

Sa vekur hulda He in Odcn's hall 

At Hcria fudurs: Wakes the Brave from rest: 

£nn annar gol Back the rnst-rcd bird 

Fyrir jord ncdann Flung the warning sonnd ; 

Sotrandur hani Hela's Shadows heard 

At solnm Heliar." 'Neath the deep profound,"** 

Stamta 91. * Grasp ye the Sense, or no?' — ^^forstdn I dmm eller fjf" 
an imitation of the Yala's repeated interrogation — ^'vitoth enn, etha 
hval" •** — 'Know ye yet, or how?' 

Siama 23, * This Stanza is copied from the specimens translated 
in an excellent Notice of Tegnt^r's Fritkhf, in Blaekwoo^t Magaaine, No. 135, 
Feb. 1828, 

SiamM 96, *^ These lines are also copied from the same source. 
I*. Troud steeds.' Horses were frequently offered, in the old Nortli, 
among other animals. They were especially sacrificed to Oden, as the 
god of War; and to Thor, in token of the Horses which drew the chariot 
of the Sun. Cyrus the Great also offered Horses to that Luminary. At 
Ihe great atonement-sacrificc at Lederun, the capital of Seeland, 99 hor- 
ses, and the same number of men, dogs, cocks and hawks were offered 
at once, f 

Sunna 98, *Prc8ag'd its truths.' '*With a similar pregnant inference, 
the Swedish historian (Geijer) takes his leave of the resinking Vala: — 
"So sounds the voice of the Northern Sibyl! faint, but half intelligible, 
through the long vault of ages. It speaks of other times, other men and 
minds, fettered in the bonds of superstition, yet yearning, even they, af- 
ter eternal light; and expressing that craving, although in faltering phrase." 
I. 339. ff 



Torf. II. 3!3, qnoted in Strong, p. 3ll. — ** Do, same page. — *** Etdfr Kdda, 
Valuspa , passim. — f Conf. Dalim 1. 171 & i88. — f+ Strong, p. 3i5. 
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Alfhem (llie Historical), called also VAem, was situated, says the 

Hervara Saga i), between Romriver (Glomcn) and Gant-elfven. 

ALFHEM, (ELF-HOME), tlic Palaco of Frcy, and chief Castle of the 
district, called by the same name, inhabited by the Light-Fairies. The 
whole region lay in the third HeaTcn, Vid-blain (the widely- blae), which 
the flames of Kagnaruk shall not reach, a) 
'^Alfhem to Frey tliey gave, — In Time's first days, — As tooth-gift." 3) 

ALL-FATHER , (allfader) , the great Spirit 4) , Him who livelh throngh- 
ont all generations 5) , and whom we dare not name 6), the Creator of the 
Snn7), and Governor of all things 8), the Lofty One, tlie Ancient, the Re- 
vealer of Mysteries, the Manifold 9) , &c. —the Great Almighty God whom 
all the corruptions of barbarism and idolatry conld never entirely con- 
found either with tlie heathen ^father of the gods' or with the historical 
Oden. See odex. 

ATVCANTYR (arngrimsson). "The gigantic son of a Viking and island 
chief, named Arngrim; and one of twelve brethren renowned as the first 
Berscrkir. Tliese ho accompanied to Samsey, whither one of them, Hior- 
vard, had challenged Hialmar, a brave Swedish leader, Ms successful ri- 
val, in the favour of Ingebiorg, daughter of the reigning monarch at Up- 
sala. The hostile parties met on the shore, after the Berserkir, in a fit 
of martial frenzy, had attacked and slain the attendants of Hialmar, whilst 
their chief, with Ids foster-brother, Oddr, ascended an eminence to re- 
connoitre. Two against twelve shewed fearful disproportion, but the 
former were in full vigour the latter labouring under exhaustion , conse- 
quent upon the preceding paroxysm: and too brave to fly, the gallant 
pair resolved to haxard the encounter. After some friendly disputation. 



l) Ch. I. So also YnglingaJSaga , cb. 53. — a) Pro$e-Eddat GylfagiDDiag, 17. — 
3) Oq cutting his first tooth — Poetic Edda Grimnisindl, str. 5. — 4) J^o$e- 
Edda^ GylfngioDing, 3. — 5) Do, — 6) Poetic Edda, Hyodla's Song, 4i. ~ 
7) Landndma, p. 19. Skalda^ p. 94. — 8) Barald Me fair-haired^s Saga, ch. 4> — 
9) Poetic Edda, Grimnismdl, 47— 5i. Prote-Edda, Gylfagtoning , ao. 
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it was agreed that Hialinar, as the most perilous emprize , sliould engage 
Angantyr; -whilst his courcderale braved the eleven. Accordingly, after a 
preliminary condition had been exacted by the Berserk, that if he fell, -^ 

his sword should be interred with its owner — "ok vil ck hafa Tyrfing 
i hang moth mer" — the duel commenced; and was long continued with. 
tremcuiloiis fury and reciprocal wounds: the reek — according to the 
Ciirouicler — ascending from the nostrils and mouths of the combatants, 
as from a hery furnace. After standing for some time ^'spectator of the 
fight," Oddr drew oil* his opponents; and having appealed to their cour- 
age as champions, and not slaves, and to the ancient edict, "man to man," 
was first confronted by Hiorvard, whom he quickly despatched, and suc- 
cessively by the survivors , who all shared the same fate : his wrought 
silver tunic, presented to him by a fair enchantress —'AlftSr — in Ireland, 
defying the edge of steel. Unscathed he returned to the spot, where lie 
had left his friend, waging doubtful conflict, and found Angantyr fallen, 
and Hialmar sealed upon a hillock, pale as a corpse. In rhytlimic reci- 
tative, Oddr questioned and condoled with Ids ghastly comrade, who 
taking up the strain, replied: — 

*'Sar hefi ck sextan "Wounds sixteen I rue 

slitna brynju Cleft my helm and head, 

svarl ct m^r fyri sjdnum, darkness clouds my view, 

s^kat ck ganga; fails my feeble tread; 

hneyt m^r vith hjarta Fierce Angantyr play'd 

hjorr Anganlyrs heart-deep pangs I feel, 

hvass blothrefill, Dwarfs two-edged his blade 

herth i eitri. poison temper'd steel. 

"He then commenced his Swan-Song, which extends through six 
stanzas, and having closed it, expired. Oddr then deposited the Berserkir 
with their arms, cumulating a barrow over them; and having completed 
this laborious task, carried the body of his friend to the ship, and sailed 
for Upsala. The Princess betrothed to Uialmar, overpowered by the me- 
lancholy tidings of his decease, died of a broken heart, and was buried 
in the same tomb with her lover." i) See tirpixc. 

ANGArfTYR (HERMUXDSSo:^) , was Jarl of the Orkneys. His father was 
Jarl of Gotland, and a renowned warrior and Sea-King. On Angantyr's 
first meeting with Thorsten and Bcle, they came to pitched combat, and 
after two days hard fighting, followed by a severe duel (botli the cham- 



l) Stfnsa Frithioff p. 289, 



|)MMt> artifitiiirt .•! tffi» %\\it^ — AVTwnt 1wat«rr-iimBi9niiui Tritt. ^vjta ohfcr-. 
«Mtf' V <-••. • iiM*-)i«it«<iii<. It, llcdir fttt^iT-^nn'iii^. tfwltsr tiK rannmir <iJ Ins 
f<><'#.ii»-'»< i't hi* \\\.v*i* imhtjt itt«w««ii. — ^!Ucik- ufionil TTiuntcoL im ^4aBfc& 
tiu*' i»* «i.vi »t- »*♦ •»»>•*- lit*«rmi! : iiir iit «ai]l . fliSi iif -wimJiiL loi: bem i- 
^v .^^ ••4U»«.f v'iJLi ;! i»* \ JAkitv . fold «iT> aiu: veinxiiii -troK liesf. . Ijbai: lis 
itUi.tJ ^«\<V *»i»<l )>«t- \w( tnFi»T- isniflb lirr «i&(.' — misc olemEBt: "iir iiii vobk 
4>4iW t4*^;««tt»^rf . tUt- Viut}ii itt ttUntiiflUnrrj «utimftti£.. IfeniiBmi*: Att irwr 
^U^i |u4mi»4U; ^ Mkii Uibkdur lumof d* iv jm^x tziimtr rvrery w^snr -figrmajaas.' n 

/.tt«ii'».'.vt.t . vf A^tJl^' .^/^riLL Tm. j»ubi> w bihbipv. t ^xamz 

ikf SL- i 1 c^ t ; '^rtoix it t .. Jfi. nu« litH J «L tnrmnifTn' . isituilhr u! jriilt 
4.VAi4<^AiO/ 4'M<( ^(^>t«i»]r.4'-vOT 'Vi'n iTT ^^xk t>!l£ aiilutluttaifei> id ScandiuEiviL 

yKtt^fH 41 « 4* <^*M*' mIi*-* i/^v^^^-ftT %rfc* f^ctrfflK-lj uactraEre. Son iTm-ging 
»ih^ni it\t^4 if^*jv*i^i}y t*'titr4*:4 41% AjBunliirtf 4t»fl fHflmKitt. Knfl -flkCE- -mt 

^^f'^ ^VM<^#*^M tiutfiptt, Bui «r«|M.ciAllj at tlie Tiii^, Diet, ami *]& ^t^Mx- 

^l^f^ik^ iftftH him \*y 9»hh\t(%^ pr\»:%U and tjraiitK — la God'* ^-ood tus*. ii 
l# 1'^ \*H hfpt'fif hf wUt Uk« h«<;k bodi ibe one aad tke oiker! 
kn*tinn4f UiU*tr of AncA^r^ti «nd his XI Brotken. 

Aft hf AHU, (dotU, A***, Ktnucan Aif), Cluef Pillar or Svppott. 
O^^^f tf»imi (i't»\f littrtf, Viurttl A»A% or Mum, the diTiiieRacc, fint applied 
in iU»t A*)«0«> ttiWowtit^ t$t i}4$'tty and then to the last predomiaamt Seas- 
AiHft^itth t9fU\tin nUifftM $ntmit* lUaj bad affamed, g^enerallj. 'V^hea cok- 

ptlHHti*'fi 4 U Uttinmtttl AHA'} «« ANA-RALflCR, &C. ~ See ASCAAO. 
A«A |fAf,OfcN« AMA'tMOfl, St.C, Hee BALDIB, THOB. &C. 

A«ii4NM, or Ut^lhitm, l« llif! citlcMtlHl abode from which Odea end 
UU 4Mf ((**«i Miiil«(il «Mi \Ur\\% lo Manhtlm or Sweden to mix with the child- 
f«*H or M«*'ii, Al itiM •MiMit Hitiu, It MlKniriet the original seat of Odea the 



m —.1. ■ ^ a 



U tA'fM/^'N l'.A/wtf#«»«'» lj,»|r<», rli, ,»/|. — a) ««. Rdda, Skaldskap. 45. 
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ASKBH (ASH). '^TJicu said Ganglcri (TA* Waj^wrtr): 'Much melhiuks 
-was it -which they had accomplished, ^viicn the hcaycus and the earth 
-were made, tiie sun and the heavenly hodies -were placed, and day and 
night had been ordered; hut whence came the men -who liye on onr 
globe? — Har {the Lofhf One) replieth: *As the Sons of Bor {the Godt Odem, Vih 
and Ve) "Walked aloiig the sea-shore, fonnd they fwo trees, and taking 
them np, made of ihem men. The first gave unto them spirit and life, the 
second iindcrslanding and movement, and the third features speech hearing 
and sight, Ganncnls gave they to them also, and names; the man -was 
hight A$her, and the woiiiRii Em&la} and from them have come all mankind, 
to -whom it was given to hnild in Midg^rd." i) — Listen also to the Valal 
"Till Three came "Spirit they held not , 

Yon Troop from out , Thought had they none , 

ASAR — all loving Nor blood nor voice 

And strong — to the shore ; Nor beauteous hue : 

On the land they found Odcn gave Spirit, 

Little worth And Thought gave Hancr, 

Aska and Embla And blood gave Loder 

Lying all lifeless: — And beauteous hue I'* a) 

We find curious resemblances to this Mylhns , among the Greeks 
-who afilrmed tlic human race to be the/r«*r of the Ash, (.leXlCXQ xaQTldg^ — 
the Latins, whose Populu$ means Poplar, — and the Persians, who thought 
mankind were descended from « tree, 
ASSIZE, See ti>'G* 

ASTRiLD , Love, the Cupid of the North. -- From t)ie Teutonic root 
AST, LoTe, Desire, and connected with Baiter, or Aettar, (German 0$iern) 
the feast of Venus among the Britons and Germans, and astarte asutarotu , 
&c. the Syrian Venus. 



balder, (the potb:<7T) related to Bel, Baal, &.c. Lord, a title of the 
Sun. Hence Balder is the Source of light and life, the delight of Gods and 
men, the good, — ^'Oden's second son is Balder; ... so fair is he in feat- 
ure and so bright, that a shining splendour surroundeth him . . . the 
wisest of the Asar is he, and the most sweetly-speaking, and thereto most 
mild. That quality, also, followeth him, that his doomings never can 
be changed." 3) But alas I the *Guardian of Valliall* 4) is threatened by 



I) Sn, Edda, Gylfag. 9. — 2) Sttm, Edda, Vdluspa , 17, 18. —1) Sn.Edda. G)ll;i<;. 
22. — • '1) Vdluspa , 3^. 
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misforlnnes ^liicli gain liim tbe melancliolj- lilies Mlie bloody God' i) 
and 'the weeping God' a). Oden kimseU yisils ihe abode ofHelS)^ bat only 
to gain a confirmation of Balder's dreams. Then takelh Frigga oatli of 
all existences, living and lifeless, tbat thej wonld not harm her son; bat 
the tender mistletoe she neglects, and this becomes his bane. As the Gods 
are aiming at him as at a mark , to show that he is now inrnlnerable, the 
eTer-CTil Loke placeth the jonng plant in the hands of the blind Iloder 
(Hatred), directs his aim, and — Balder falls! — **attd this is the greatest 
misfortune which has ever befallen Gods and Men!" 4) So soon as the 
Gods had somewliat recovered from this blow, they sent Heimod {tke Be- 
rde) to llel, commissioned to offer ransom for her prey; this she granted, 
on condition that every thing, living and dead, lamented the deceased. — 
**This all nature did, men and animals, earth and stones and trees and 
every ore ; for thou hast surely seen how these things weep, when they 
come from the cold into the heat. Now as the messengers are journeying 
home . * . • they find a giantess called Thock, who answereth thns: 
"Thock will weep , but Nor of dead nor of living 

■W'ith dry tears, Force I the son; — 

For Balder's death-pile: Letllel hold fast what she hath!" 5) 

This was attributed to Loke, and terribly was it revenged. But 
Balder shall retttrm , with that New Earth of which the Yala sings. 6) — 
*'This hcantifulMythos is undoubtedly an image of the leaf of the seasons 
(the life of the year?) destroyed by Winter, and of the subsequent re-awa- 
kcning of Nature by the Spring. But at the same time it carries with it 
another, and more remote signification — being a symbol of all time , and 
of the changes of the great year of the world , and in this sense it implies 
a higher meaning, as it represents the general dissolution as a consequence 
of the first dcatli of the God (Gudaddd) — the death of Goodness and Jus- 
tice in Ihe world. Balder returns, followed by reward and pnnislunent 
by a new heaven and a new earth. Through this, and at the same time 
the inviolal)lc sanctity which the Northern Mythology attaches to an oath 
it rises above Nature , and acquires a moral value for mankind." 7) See 

BRBIDABLICR, hSdER, LORB , NAXXA , VALB , WHITB GOD. 

BALDER'S HACB, — "at Sogu , in Norway, a Sanctuary consecrated 
to Balder, was surrounded by an extensive enclosure , and consisted of 
buildings constructed with great cost. There was one temple for the Gods, 



I) Vdh$pay 36. — a) Sn. Edda, Skaldskap. 5. — 3) VegUnu^idm, ~ 4) &,, Midm^ 
Gylfag. 49. — 5) Do. Do, ~- 6) Vditt$pa, sir. 6a. — 7) Ge^en S^em BAm W^^ltr, 

I. 35 i; trans, in the Fom'gn, Urr. Ap. l8a8, p. 54 1. 
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ami auother lor the Oodilesses of Valliall, -— the laller, espcciulJy. ex- 
tremely high." I) 

BALDBR's PYRE, is propcfly ihc hiiruiug of his corpse, together ^ivilh 
that ufXauna, on his sliip Ringhorne ivhich had been pushed from shore 
hy ihc ^Vitch-gianlessIIyrrocken {fire-Whirfwind), Tlior consecralcd iho blaz- 
ing Pile M'ith his Hammer, and Gods, Men, and Giaft/« assembled to express 
llioir sorro^v at his fate 1 2) — In another senbC , however, it is synonymous 
^Yilh his festival, net-tan, the solar fire, usually kindled (commonly with 
frcs'h-ohlaincd flame) on the Isl of May. **Il was also not un frequently 
kept on Midiummer-day, from a not unnatural idea, that of all the days in 
the year that in particular should be selected in which the sun was the 
longest predominant; and it was observed by fires from a notion no less 
natural, that there was a peculiar fitness in making offerings to the great 
god of day from his own element." 3} 

BARROW, (perhaps derived from berg , hill) Grave-mound , sepul- 
chral heap, was a vast mass of earth and stones raised over the remains of 
a chief or warrior of renown. Commonly one or more timbered or walled 
chambers, protected the corpse from contact with the soil itself. Such 
Barrows or Cairns arc found in Scandinavia and in the British Isles, Po- 
land and Russia, especially in the steppes ofTarlary. ''I'he borderers upon 
these deserts (near Tromsky) have formany years continued to dig for trea- 
sure deposited in these tumuli: and the Russian court being informed of 
these depredations, dispatched an officer to open such of the tumuli as 
were too large for the marauding parties to undertake. He selected the 
barrow of largest dimensions , and a deep covering of earth and stones 
having been removed, the workmen came to three vaults. The centre 
and largest , containing the hones of the chief, was easily distinguished by the 
sword, spear, bow, quiver, and arrow, which lay beside him. In the vault 
be3'ond him , toward which his feet lay, were his horse and bridle and 
stirrups. The body of the prince lay in a reclining posture upon a sheet 
of pure gold, extending from head to foot; and another sheet of gold, of 
the like dimensions, was spread over him. He was wrapt in a rich mantle, 
bordered with gold, and studded with rubies and emeralds. His head, 
neck, breast, and arms naked, and without any ornament. In the lesser 
vault lay the princess, distingnislied by Her female oroamenls. She we** 
placed reclining against the wall, with a gold chaia of many lir^" ^ *" 
with rubies, round her neck, and gold bracelets roand ]>«" «- 



I) Fimn Magnutcm , Nordisk Archiiologi. ~ 2) *»»- '-'-^ 
Gto$taiy. 
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head, breast, and arms, -were naked. The body was covered willt a rick 
robe , but MJihont any border of gold or jeweU ; and was laid on. a sheet 
of fine gold , and covered over with another. The fear sheets of gold 
weighed 40 ll>s. The robes of both looked fair and complete; but, upon 
touching , crumbled into dnst.** i) 

BAUTA-ST05B , (MARK-ST05E , Or ST05K OF THE FALLEN) WaS a narrOW 

and lofty block set up to the remembrance of a distinguished Chief. The 
custom of erecting snch monnments was as old as Oden himself. ''Over 
all those men who any manly exploit had performed, should ttmmtm Sumt 
be raised." 2) Sometimes they stood on a Cairn, but more commonly by a 
path-way — "Siste , Viator I'* — "JJnl , when we consider the continual 
warfare of our forefathers, and the respect paid by heathenism to the last 
duties to the deceased, — they were probably also raised over men who 
had fallen far away, no friend or Kinsman near them, as the only tribute 
that could be given them by the home-abiding and the still-surviving, 
and as a compensation for those funeral offices which it was impossible 
for the relatives to fulfil." 3) — Bauta-stones, owing to their exposed form, 
arc now rare even in the North ; The oldest whose date is positively cer- 
tain ascend to the Xth Century; the most recent come down to the XIII th. 
Frithiofs Bauta-Stonc , represented in the Frontispiece, is a remarkably 
fine specimen of this antique Scandinavian Remembrance-Stone , and must 
boast an age of more than 1000 years! — Sublime, indeed, is the maxim 
of llic Ancient Odon : — 

Sonr er betri, 

|>dtt s^ si|> of-alinn 

eptir gcnginn guma: 

sialdan bantasteinar 

slanda braato noer, 

nema reisi nit>r at ni|>. 4) 

Tis good to boast a Son, e'en though 
But late the tender plant should grow, 
Nay! though the Sire himself hath died. — 
Ah! seldom Bauta-Stoncs arise, 
Just where the broad path pleasant lies, 
If not by Son to Fatlier sanctified! 
BEAR. {Camio II), ''Popular tradition gives the Bear the strength 
of XII men, and the Lap and Fin regard him to tliis day as some thing 



I) Beir$ Journey from Pelenhurgh to Pekin , I. 209. — 2) YngUngm-Smfm , ch, VIll. — 
, 3) Gcifer, Stca Rika Uafdcr, I. jS;. — 4) Smm. Edda, UaTtmal, St. 73. 
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supernatnral." I) (Canio X), "So, when ihc sponse of Hogni rclalcci licr 
ominons (Ircani, that "a bear entering, lore np tlio liigli scat of the King, 
and having brandished liis paws, to Ihc terror of them all, at length seized 
ihcni powerless in his ja^vs, thus creating indescribable consternation;*' 
lie evaded her conclnsion , replying, that it foreboded "tempest; since iho 
object imagined was a white-bear" In trnth, it seems not improbahle that 
oiir pool had in view this verj- passage of the Yolsnnga Saga, for Kosl- 
bcra immediately proceeds to narrate a second dream, in which an eagle 
was the actor, and which she alleges mnst forebode ill, since the hird ap- 
peared to be the disguised form {hamr) of King Atli, whose treachery she 
foresaw," a) 

BRLE , was the son of Skate , and succeeded his father in the King- 
dom of Sogn. — ""Widely was liele renowned in every land." 3) 

BERSERK, (bark skrk. Bare shirt, nnmailed warrior). The Berserks 
were a class of combatants in whom military enthusiasm often developed 
itself either as assumed frenzy or real madness. Even chains could scarce- 
ly restrain them 4) ; indeed they were tlie natural excrescence-growth of 
a period when force and fight, blood and briUaUtjf were the melancholy reverse 
of the medal of pirate plunderings. Friend or foe, breast or huckler^ 
stick or stone, dead or living was the same to an excited Berserk: ungo- 
vernable in his fury, he would Avildly "wander 

"Aunning an Indian Muck at all he met." 

"Subsequently the denomination seems to have been applied to 
ferocious champions, somctims retained in pay as a body-guard to tho 
sovereign , • . In process of civilization, the word, once a title of honour, 
became, as it is employed by Frithiof, a term of reproach." 5) 

bersrrr's-course (Berserksgang) the fit of fury which seized the 
Berserk when dangerously excited by his martial frenzy. When under 
the influence of this paroxysm, he was a raging wolf to his friends, and 
an armed maniac to his enemies, and only force or the battle-field could 
subdue or exhaust liis fury. One method which his companions took in 
such cases was, to form an impenetrable wall of shields about him, keep- 
ing hhn there like a wild bull in a net till his savage force was spent. 
— "But his (Oden's) men rushed forward without mail, and were mad as 
dogs or wolves, and bit upon their shields, and were as strong as hears 
or bulls. Men slew they, and neither fire nor iron laid hold upon them. 



1) Atarne of Ling , Not 8 till XVI sSngeo. — «) Stnmg*$ Frithiof, p. iS?. — 
3) Tkoriten Vihiugt$on'§ Saga, cb. 17. — 4) »^«'« Gram, Lib, VII. — 5) Strong, 
p. 1 53. 
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This i» called tlie J?«T#rrA'#-coiir«*." i) "Tlieir cnslom -was it, when ihey 
were 'vvilh iheir men alone, and fonnd tlicA^««AVcoirr«c coining upon, tliem, 
Ihal llicy went up on llie land and fought with great stones or trees. For 
the misfortune had hcfallcn them, that they had killed tlieir own men 
and had spoiled their ships." a) -— We cannot help adding the description 
of a Master, who writes with all the correctness of an Antinqariau and 
all the feeling of a poet: — 

"Profane not, youlh — it is not thine 

To judge the spirit of our line — 

The bold Berserkar's rage divine. 

Through whose inspiring, deeds are wrought. 

Fast human strength and human thought. 

When full upon his gloomy soul 

The champion feels the influence roll, 

He sw^ims the lake , he leaps the wall — 

Heeds not the depth, nor plumbs the fall ^ 

Unshielded, mailless on he goes 

Singly against a host of foes; 

Their spears he ]iolds like witherM reeds, 

Their mail like maiden's silken weeds ; 

One 'gainst a hundred will he strive , 

Take countless wounds, and yet survive. 

Then rush the eagles to his cry 

Of slaughter and of victory, — 

And blood he quaffs like Odin's bowl , 

Deep drinks his sword, — deep drinks his soul; 

And all that meet him in his ire 

He gives to ruin, rout, and fire, 

Then, like gorged lion, seeks some den. 

And couches till he's man agen. — 

Thou knowst the signs of look and limb. 

When 'gins that rage to overbrim — 

Thou know'st when I am moved, and why; 

And when thou seest me roll mine eye , 

Set my teeth thus, and stamp my foot, 

Regard thy safety, and be mute." 

Watter Seott, Harald the Dauntless. Ill, st. 8. 



I) Yn§tm§a Saga, oil. VI. — 2) Henm-m Sa$« , cb. III. 
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Bir-ROST or BAF-BOST (tlie TREMBLING BRiDQi). -. *^Then asked 
Gingleri C^h* Wayfarer) , '-which is ihe paih to Heaveii from Uie Earth?' -^ 
Then answcreth liar (7A« Lofiy One) with a smile, 'Not wisely hast thon 
now qnestioncd; is it not said that the Gods made a Bridge from Earth 
to Heaven, and that it hight is Bifro$t9 TJiis mnst thou sure have seen,— 
perhaps thou callestitiAe Boinhow, Three colours liath it, and is exceeding 
strong, and is hnilt with more strength and cunning than other works. 
But however strong it is, it shall break, when Muspel's Sons advance to 
ride thereover, swimming their horses over uiightj floods and so advan- 
cing. . . . Bifrost is doubtless a bridge right excellent, but nought in all 
the world can stand, when Muspel's Sons come forth to battle'." 1) — 
''Then demanded Gangleri, 'Brenneth fire over Bifrost?' Har replieth; 
'That which thou seest red in the Bow, is burning fire. Frost-trolls and 
Mountain-Giants would go up to Heaven, if all could journey over Bifrost 
that might choose." 2) — Geijer observes 3) ; "In tlie Persian Mylliology 
also, we find a Divine Bridge, tcuinavad, resembling the daprost of the 
Nortli. 6arre$y I, 257. II. 564. The Classic Myth calls this heavenly bridge 
the Milky Way. 

Est via sublimis , coelo manifesta sereno 
Lactca nomen habet; candore notabilis ipso. 
Hac iter est Superis ad magni Tecta Touaniis. 

See CJALF.AR-UORN, HEIMDALL. — Ovid, Met. I, 168—170." 

BJORN blAta>d, (BEAR BLUB-TOOTH). — "Their" (Kol's and Trona's) 
"eldest child was Bjorn Bl&tand. His teeth were blue of colour, and an 
ell and a half stood they from out his mouth: therewith slew lie people 
in battle , or when that he was enraged." i) 

BLOOD-EAGLB , SO called from a distant resemblance of the mangled 
body to a spread Eagle. — To carve tlic Blood-Eagle is a common ex- 
pression in the Sagas , and was a cruel punisliment worthy of an age in 
whicli children were tossed on spears! It consisted in cutting the figure 
of an eagle on the back of the suiTerer, separating the ribs from the back- 
bone , and drawing the lungs from out the opening. This terrible ven- 
geance , however, which was also called the Blood-Owl, was only taken on 
detested enemies or the most wretched villains. 5) 

BR.VCELET, See ARMRIXG. 

BRACE (the soNORors) , the Bardic God , and fourth son of Odcn 
and of Frigga. "Distinguished for wisdom is he , right eloquent and rich 



i) Sit. Edda, Gylfag, ll — a) Po. i5. — 3) Stra Rihei Hdfder, I, 344.-4) TAor- 
s(en VikingBion'i Sagn , ch. III. — 5) See Hagnar Lodbrok't Saga. 
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\n words, and ilie Master of Song." 1) He was represenled by the fi^re 
of an old man, witli a snow-white beard reaching down to Ms girdle; 
but the tones of his golden harp, and the sweet music of his Toice chaunt- 
ing the exploits of Gods and of Heroes, proved that his geiiins like his 
immortality (for he partook in common with the other Gods of the apples 
guarded by his Spouse) was always young. Mimer*s fountain, open only 
to him and Odeu, is the well wlience flows his flood of poesy; and mys- 
terious runes engraven upon his tongue , impart irresistible fascination to 
every effusion. 

"The Ash , Ygdrasil, Best is Bifrost of bridges. 

Is best among trees; Brage of ScaldSf 

Skidbladnir 'mong ships ; Habrok of hawks 

Oden 'mong the* Asar; And Garmer 'mong hounds." 2) 

'Mong horses Sleipnir ; See iduiva. 

BRAX, the favorite dog of Frithiof. His name seems to have been 
suggested by a passage in Ouim 3): — "While-breasted Bran came bound- 
ing with joy to the known path of Fingal. He came and looked towards 
the cave where the blue-eyed hunter lay, for he was wont to stride 
with morning, to the dewy bed of the roe. It was then the tears of the 
king came down, and all his soul was dark." 

BREiDABLiCR, (THE BROAD-SHiiTiXG) , The Castle and District of Bal- 
der. "There is, also, a place Breidablick bight, than the which no 
spot is more fair." 4) . . . . *'Nothing impure may enter therein, as is 
here said: 
Breidablick bight is In that land where know I 

There where Balder halh Rune-staves are fewest 

Built Mm a Hall , Dead men that wake !" 5) 

BRBTLAND , (Breiiema$ Land, the LAND of the BRITONS), the name given 
by the old Scandinavians to the coast and provinces of Wal^t, Occasion- 
ally it was extended to England in general. 

BURIAL-FEAST, See GRAVE-ALB. 



CAIRN, See BARROW. 

CHESS-PLAYING has bccn known in the North from the earliest 
times, and was doubtless introduced by its Eastern colonists. The boards 
were often higlily valuable, and were reckoned worthy of adorning the 



l) Sn. Edda, Oylfag. cli. 26. — 2) Smm. Eddat Grimn^r's Song, sir. 45. — 3) 
Temora, VlII. — 4) Sn, Edda, Cylfag. cli. 17. — 5) Do, cIl. 2a. — S^ew, Edda, 
Crimoer'f Song, itr. 12. 
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temples of the Gods. 1) Specimens have been fonnd in the Cairns of 
North-Eastern Russia. 2) In Eigil'$ Saga yse even find some kind of Playing 
Automaton mentioned. 3) The Icelanders are to this day distinguished Chess- 
players, and our games in general, both with and Avilhout dice, are con- 
stantly occurring in the Sagas. 

CHIMMES were not used by the old Scandinavians. 

coRSLET-HATER, (bryxjo-uatare) is ao cxprcssive Scaldic epithet 
for War-Sword. 4) 

DAT. — "Norvi or Narfi was hight a Jotun [evil Giant], Avho 
dwelled in Jotun-home. A daughter had he, called Sight (Ndtt). She was 
dark and gloomy like her race , and was given in marriage to the man 
hight Naglfari , and their son was called Anthr (or Udr). — Next took 
she him, who was Annarr hight; their daughter was named the Earth (Jorth). 
— Last of all had she Deilimg. He was of the Asar-racc . and tlicir son 
was Day (Dagr), w]io was light and fair like as liis fathers. Then took 
AUfather Night, together with Day her son, gave them two horses and 
two cars, and set them up in the heaven, that they should each journey 
round the Earth , every twice XII hours. Night rides before , on that 
horse called Hrimfaxi, which every Morning bedews the Earth with the 
foam tliat drops from his bit. That horse which Day hath is hight Skin- 
faxi," ~ ("or also Glad" 5), -^ ''and fUlelh both air and Earth with the 
fthining of his mane." 6) 

''Forth his Steed drove The streaming mane far 

Delling's Son [Day] Manhem lighted, 

Witli stones so precious Drew Dvalin's sport [the Sun] 

Rich surrounded: Car-drawing horse." 7) 

DELLING'S SON , See DAY. 

DIAR , A title originally applied to Oden and his Chiefs, "'i'here 
[in Asg&rd] was it tlie custom , that the XII ronliff-Guardians of his 
[Oden's] Court were the highest. They should superintend the Sacri- 
fices, and judge between man and man. diar were they called, or Droti- 
$tar," 8) Tliis prietily appellation was claimed by all the presumed descend- 
ants of the Divine races ; but in proportion as the spiritual gave way to 



l) EigiVt and Atmund't Saga, cb. 8, Q. — Styrldg St, Saga, ch. 1 7. — a) SttahUm' 
berg, Nordostl. Eur. uod Asien, p. 356. — 3) "Tafl that, sem sj^Ift leki ser, 
thegar ookkur leki annars vcgar." — 4) Wervara Saga, cli. VII, »lr. 18. — 
5) Sn, Edda J Skaldskaparmal , rb. 58. — 6) Do. Gylfag. 10. — 7) Sofm, Kddm , 
Odpn's Ravrn-rliaunt , sir. aj. — 8; Ynglimjn Sit^a ch, II 
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the temporal power, tlic flamiuical Dr^tt was merged in the baltle-leading 
KU>9, 1) 

DIET, WUlenagemot, Folkmote, Public Meeting of the armed 
freemen of a District, is synonymous (in the more extended meaning of 
the latter) with Ti:«(C, which see. 

DIRGE, See DRAPA. 

DiSAR, (pi. of Dis, Deity, Goddess) is an appellation appropriated 
to the Goddesses collectively. The great annual Upsala sacrifice was 
called Daar-bht, 

DI&AR-DALE, Fanlheou- Valley , an appellative from some Disar- 
Temple in the neighbourhood. It was in a similar Dkar-doU that Queen 
Helga committed suicide. 2) 

DISAR-SACRIFIGB, {Divur-offret , Diaar-hJot). The great mid- winter offer- 
ing to the Gods and Goddesses , in Sweden and Norway. 

DI8AR-SAL, (The HALL, Templc . of the disar). Pantheon. 

DRAGON , (DRAKE) was a commou name for the old Scandinayian 
"War-ships, and extremely well answered to their general form and appear- 
ance. Such gallies were also called serpents snakes and worms, &c» 
and the smaller sort snails and shells. — "Yet the ancient poets by no 
means limited their range into the animal world to the reptile race: we 
find ships designated tlie sea-king's horse , reindeer, bear, hart, elk, otter, 
wolf, ox, elm-jade, &c. and in the Krdkumdl the ignoble ass itself supplies 
an appellation for the laden vessel: — 

"Rodinn var JGgis asni There whilst braying weapons strow'd, 

dfarr i dyn gcira." -52gir's asses lost their load." 3) 

The Scandinavian 'Dragon' liad often silken or curiously wrought 
sails, of various or striped colours, and was some times gorgeously adorn- 
ed with gilding and painting, — while the richly-embellished "War- 
Shields ran, shining, along the bulwarks. We translate ow description 
out of many occurring in the Sagas : — ''Great pains took King Rolf to 
lay up well his Dragon Griman.naui , and all over from the water's edge 
had he the same fnll-painted with divers colours, both yellow, red, green, 
blue , black , and different shades of gold. The Dragon-Head [the figure- 
head of tlie vessel] had he adorned with corslets, and chain- work went 
also across the neck. On the ship's-bord, wherever he thought it might 
be suitable , caused he gilding to be added. Much more magnificent was 
tills ship than any other, and seemed to surpass all other vessels as King 



l) Conf. Qeijtri Stea Hikei HSfder, I. 494. — a) Benarm SajNi, cb. XI. —• 8) SItom/ , 

p. 189. 
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Rolf surpassed all oilier Kings here in the Northland.** 1) See Note to 
'Oak' Caulo XIV, and art. sea-horse. 

DRAPA, (iiARP-suN'G DIRGE, froDi drepa lo Strike) the Dealh-Song, So- 
lemn Cliannt or rhythmic Panegyric harped by the assembled Bards at 
I he funeral Banquet of a distinguished Prince or Hero. Many such Songs 
of praise, of great antiquity and extraordinary and sublime beauty, are 
still extant in the Icelandic Literature. — "The public orator of the 
Northman was his Skald, metre his conventional language; and •where 
popular opinion regarded death as a triumph , and futurity as a scene of 
festivities, elegy had been revolting ; laudatory and gratulating strains 
Tvould be alone appropriate, the shout of exulting enthusiasm must cheer 
the apotheosis of its hero." 3) 

nRiXRiXG-noRXS were usually of polished ox- or urns-horn , some- 
times of wood or ivory. Commonly they were provided with feel (of 
silver \:c.), and need not therefore be emptied at once. Another sort 
was without any support, and was necessarily drained at once. Some 
Drinking-horns were of an enormous size , and very finely wrought with 
ornaments and runes; otliers again were small and simple. 

DWARP, (DVARG). — "The Cyclopcs in miniature; the miners of 
the North, apparently identified with the aboriginal Finns. These pig- 
mies, though hideous in form and malevolent in disposition, are admitted 
to have excelled the very jEsir in mechanical skill and metallurgy. A 
superiority scarcely to be disputed, since we find them not merely for- 
ging hair of gold to replace the locks which mischicvons Lokd had cut 
from the bright-ringleted wife of Thor; but fabricating a golden-bristled 
boar from a skin committed to the forge : a ring (DraupHh) from which 
others periodienlly distilled; and a ship — Skidbladnir, the gliding lamina*, 
— which supplied its own breezes, and was so conveniently elastic, that 
although capable of containing all the ^sir with their arms, it might be 
folded together and put into the porkct. The Dwarfs, mythologically 
regarded, betray their descent from thn mysteries of the Cabiri , the fa- 
bricators of the ark. "The natives of Iceland still term Dtergatmidi any 
workmanship v\'hich they wish to describe as particularly artificial." — 
Benderson't Iceland, 192." 3) The Dwarfs dwelt in rocks and caverns, and 
had quickened from the body of the slaughtered Ymer. 



1) Gdthrik and Rolf* Saga, ch. a6. — 2) Strong, p. a63. — 3) Do. p. 48. 
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EARTH, Daughter of Niglu, Bride of Odcn , Mother of Thor, Sis- 
ter of Day, Floor of Heaven; 1) &c. 

"Say thou then, good All- wise Earth 'tis hight 'mong men, 

(For all Man's beginnings But 'mong the* Asar land. 

Sure thou, Dwarf, dost know;) Way the Vanir call it; 

How that Earth is hight, Qreem-dech'd Jotnar (Giants) say. 

Here for mortals lying Qrowmg the* £lf-race name it 

In each sep'rate world? — Grope/ Heav'n's Powers cry 1" 2) 

EAST-SEA, {Cttersjiin) the Baltic. 

EFJE-SUND, "at the Orkneys," subjoins Bishop Tegner. — Bgli$ey, 
Btie on Mainland, and Papa-atrotuaif , have each been proj^osed as the mo- 
dern sites. 

EINHERIAR, (Single combatants). — "Oden is hight AUfatker, for 
that he is the Father of all the Gods. He is also called Valfather [Father 
of all the Chosen-SlainJ , for that his chosen sons are all they who fall 
in battle* These recclYeth he inValhall and Vingolf , and there are they 
hight Einheriar," 3) — "Then asked Gangleri the [Wayfarer] , *What have 
the Einheriar to drink, whicii can supply tliem together with tlieir meat 
[the iles]L of the ever-renewed boar Saehrimner] , or is water tlieir drink 
tlicre?' — Then answcreth Har [the Lofty One,] *"Wonderfully spierest 
thou now , tliat Allfathcr should bid to him Kings or Jarls or other Chief 
men, and sliould give them water to drink! And, indeed, many men I 
trow come up to Yalliall who , we should think , had dearly bought tlieir 
water-drinking, if no better cheer could be expected there, — even such 
as have suiTered wounds and pains unto the death. Nay! something very 
different have I to tell thee thereabout. A goat there is, hight Hrjdnm^ 
[thus resembling the AmaUhea of the ancients] which slaudeth up in Val- 
hall and biteth leaves from the branches of that right famous tree called 
Lcrathr. Now from out her teats there runneth so much mead, that she 
fiUeth therewith each day a drinking-vessel (tub) so huge that all the 
Einheriar are made drnnken thereby.' Then quod Gangleri, 'Most curious 
surely is tliat Goat, and right excellent must be the tree whose leaves 
she croppeth." 4) — "But what are th.e pastimes of the JEutAeruir, while they 
are not drinking?' Har replietli; 'Every day when they have taken their 
garments upon them they array themselves for battle , march, out to the 
great Court- Yard of Yalhall, and so fight manfully, felling each other 
to the earth. Such is their sport. But when it draweth towards the 



I) Sh, Kdda, Skaldskspnrnial , ch. 24. — 2) Sitm. Edda, SoDg of AU-Wisr, n\r. 
10, II. — 3) Sn. Edda, Gylfag. , ch. 20. — 4) Do, ch, Sq. 
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time that ihcy shall break their fast, then ride they home to Yalhall, 
and sit down to drink. As it is here said: 

*'A11 the Einheriar Death-champions choose they, 

In Oden's Town From tlie Contest then ride 

Hard battle every day: And reconcil'd sit at the board." 1) 

ELKS — were formerly abundant in the Scandinavian woods. As 
these gradually became thinner, they abandoned tliem, to seek ont the 
w^ild forests farther north and are now almost unknown in the southern 
districts of the Peninsula. 

ELLiDA, (THE SURP-CUTTER). The engraving of this, Frilhiofs 
favourite Dragon-ship , is taken from the descriptions in the Sagas , as 
compared with facsimile drawings of the celebrated Baycnx-Tapestry. 
Many of the old Scandinavian war-ships must have been exceedingly strik- 
ing, and their general appearance probably very much resembled the 
Roman and Grecian gallies. 



FAPNER, {Fe-Ofmir, the WEALTH-SPiiVNER) the famous Dragon who sat 
brooding over the enormous wealth procured for the death of Otter. — 
**The beautiful allegory of the dragon who conceals the treasure, and 
transmitting it from hand to hand, makes it the continual stimulus of 
new crimes, of constantly increasing atrocity, and illustrates the dreadful 
power of tlic auri tacra fames over tlie heart of man, is tlie same in the 
Teutonic as in llie Skandinavian Romances." 2) 

FAIRIES, (.Aifur^ Elves) were descended from Alfur, a son of Oden. 
They were river-genii (from Eif, stream) and are the source of Oberon and 
his merry tribe, — Elf, Alf, Alp, becoming Anbe, Aubcron (in french). 
The Scandinavian peasant, in many districts, still devoutly believes in 
the Elf-race and their pranks. 

PEXRis , (from Fenri, abyss) , — one of the three monster-olFspring 
of Lokc, — "a giant wolf, which — as the Edda relates — was kept aU 
most from birth amongst the JEsir , until alarmed by its monstrous growth, 
and certain ominous prophecies of its future destnicliveucss, they re- 
solved to secure it by a cliain. Secure in conscious might, it permitted 
them to try successively various fetters, which it broke with ease; but 
at length ingenious Dwarfs fabricated a cord of six materials, which thus 
became rarities or non-entities: the sound of a cat's tread, the beard of 
a female, the roots of a moniitain, ibe nerves of a bear, the saliva of a 



1) Sn. Edda, GylfHg. rb. '|T. — 9.) Wh^alon* W^l. of ihf Sorlhmen, p. 82. 
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biri. m'l 'li*' '"jt^^Ii n * ibiu Tlii^ lisatmre appeared «• *lrgkt . tkai th« 
•T'linr'r rn-fir- v-i ir rdce : md Wiald. a->t ?af±r it tt> b« 'vooAii arovjid 
Iri limlis . ii*?''')re iia kevp^r. Trr. b.id placed kis kamd is its moatk. as 
9 i larval J thai ai) treackerv wa* de^uraed. Tkeir eaeflnr was tkas en- 
cb.iinK'i . bat Tjt'* ann paid tke forfeit, and at tke app«iMCed daj of tke 
mimiaae eataiitropke . Fenria ikall bunt it» felten. aad deTOur Odea. — 
Tkia W'llf , according to )taLiet. is a symbol of Tise.** i' 

riME'CKOSd. Bbdl fc^>, Bid-Staff- . waa a »kort ttaff. one cad of 
wkick was bamed wilk fire . while ike other was perforated witk a cord. 
Tkif, Oft any pre-^siaz eotersenor. was tranafierred from district to district 
with incredible rapidity, and tke addition of a few rnnes or marks wonld 
still more clearly explain tke Terbal message. Tke simplicilT of ikia ex- 
pedient was admirable . in times wken civilization and its accompanying 
arts kad waAde sack Utile progress. Sir WmAar Scott remarks 2; : "At sigkc 
of the Finif Cram, cTcry man, from sixteen years old to sixty, capable of 
bearing arms, was obliged instantly to repair, in kis best anns and ac- 
coatrement^, to the place of rendezvons. He wko failed to appear soffered 
the extremities of fire and sword, wkick were emblematically denonncod 
to tke disobedient by tke bloody and burnt marks npon ikis warlike sig- 
nal. During the ciril war of 1745 — 6, tke fiery Cross often made its cir- 
cnit; and upon one occasion it passed Ikroagk tke whole district ofBrcad- 
albane, a tract of thirty-two miles, in three koors." Traces of this cu.<lom 
are still foond in the North of Scotland and Sweden, but only in the 
Song of the Bard shall we again start at 

*'the Cross of fire 
Which glanced like light'ning up Slralh-Ire I" 

BJorn HaldarifH ihus sums up , iu Ills Icelandic Lexicon , tke Tarie- 
ties of the Bid-staff: — **Signum, quo convocari conlribnles sclent, est 
lignum , nonnumquam ferrc\tnm , forma tecuri$ quando negotia regia expe- 
dicnda sunt; irU, quando inopina ncccssitas, nt c»des patrata ant invasio 
liosiis rogil conyentum; et cruch quando necessitates occonomicac et pia 
corpora nunt ohjcclum consultationis." 

Por.KV'A?tG , (the RKCEPTACLB of tlic PEOPLES), perhaps from the mul- 
tiludr.H wJio thronged its halltt. — ^'Freja is the most illustrious of the 
Asynjor [Asa-CioddcHscsJ ; hhe hnlh that dwelling in heaven, which is 
flight Folkfang, Wiioncver she rideth to battle, she takeUi the one half 
of the fallen and Odon the ulher, as is here said:— 



I) .Vli«Ny'( Ftithu'f, p. 3ia. — a'y Note F to thf L^n/y «/ I** Lulc, 
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''Folkvaug 'lis higlit, Of heroes -wlio fall, she 

Wliere Freja doth rnle Half lakes each day, 

O'er seals in the Hall: And one half Oden hatW 1) 

The Goddess of LoTe was thus , tike the Venus of so many other 
nations, also Uie Goddess of Death. 2) See frbja. 

^'forsbtb hight is, the son of Balder and of Nanua, the Daughter 
of Nep. He hath that Hall in Heaven -which is called Glilner, and all 
who draw nnlo him with questions of dispute, set out again on their 
road full reconciled. Thus is his Judgement-Court the best known to 
cither Gods or Men. As is here said: — 

''Gilmer's hight that Hall, which There Forsete dwelletli 
High gold-pillars bear, Almost eyery day — 

While silver roofs it over: Disputes arranging friendly." 3) 

Forsete was worsliiped in the island of Heligoland, in times an* 
terior to the wriuen Eddas 4). 

FOSTERAGE was common in the North, and was a mark of mutual 
confidence and respect. It was also the substitute of the period for 
schools 5) &c. 

FOSTER-BROTHERS Were educated together, and when fast friends 
formed alliances which were held sacred , comprehended severe dalles', 
and were not seldom strengthened by mystical ceremonies. But not only 
members of the same household, stranger-champions also who had tried 
and proved each other's courage and accomplishments, entered into this 
Ae mo$i Mcred band known to the Northmen , 6) and wliicli was founded on 
community of goods. 7) — Sometimes the form was accompanied with offer- 
ing their blood to the tutelar Gods of their alliance, but generally it was 
as follows: ''The hand-muscle cnt they so that it bled, and went out and 
stood under a long-cut slip of grass-turf, swearing there the oath — to 
revenge the one the other, should either of them fall by violence." 8) 
"The Highlanders say, that affectionate to a man is a friend, but a foster- 
brother is as the life-blood of his heart/* 9) 

FRAMNAS, (HEADLA.'<(D), a Promoulory on Sogne-frith, Bergen's Stift, 
Norway, on which Frithiors Estate lay. 10) 



I) Sh. Edda, Cylfag. 24. — 2) conf. Getftn Svea B, Hdfd. I, 36l. — 3) Sn. Edda, 
ch. 32. — 4) Id the YIII cent. See Geifer, ibid. pag. 292. — 5) See the long 
and valaable note of Lifjegren, Or?ar Odd's Saga, p. 236. — 6) Thorgrim. 
Prude i Saga &c. qaoted by Uljegren, in Lis Translation of Otvar OdJCt Saga, 
p. 243. — 7) EigiFi and Asmund's Saga, ch. 2, 4. — 8) Thorttrn Vihingttont Saga, 
rh. 21. — (j) T^ant Oail , I, I7'». — lo) All the jAind$cape-victct of FrnmnJis 

G 
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FREJA, the Venns of ihe North, was ihe Danghter of Niord and 
Skadc. "Frcja is ihc mosi distiogaished of the Asynjor ["next to Frig- 
ga." 1)] . • . . Her Hall is Sesrymner, and large and fair it is. When 
she farelh abroad, she ridelh behind two cats harnessed to her car. She 
doth faTonr snch as call npon her, and from her name is that name of 
honour, Uial dames of high rank are hight Frejor [Frnar, Franen]. W^cll 
likeih she Songs of Love , and good is it to invoke her in onr wooings." 2) 
"She took in marriage the man hight Oder (Odr) ; their danghter is called 
Hnoss, who is so fair that every thing beautiful and preclons is named 
Hwotf after her. Oder jonmied far, far, away; Freja wecpeth after him, and 
her tears are the red gold. Many names hath Freja; the cause thereof is, 
that she changed her name often, when that she wandered among un- 
known peoples to search after Oder. 3) Freja and her brother Frej 
are often confounded , a thing not to be wondered at when we remember 
the Dem VrmtB and the God IdtfQo^tios of the ancients. 4) This Goddess 
was worshiped from an early period by the Lombards, Vandals, Angli, &c« 
— and was invoked by the Anglo-Saxons to preside over the day thence 

and still called Fn'-dap {Frega-d^s). See F0LRVA5G , VA?rADIS. 

FRET was worshiped at Upsala, together with Oden and Thor. 
"Niord, of Noatnn, got after that two children. The son was hight 
Frey, the Danghter Freja; fair in feature were they, and right mighty. 
Frey is the chiefest among the Asar; he rulclh over rain and sunshine 
and the produce of the Earth, and on him it is good to call for harvests 
and for peace. Over the goods of men ruleth he also." 5) Frey, "the 
wise one" 6) was, however, propitiated with human blood. 7) 

frey's boar was called GuUinbnrsti, {the gold-brutled) and it was 
perhaps from this circumstance that this ravager of the fields was conse- 
crated and sacrificed to the God of fertility. The same animal was also 
consecrated to the Indian Vishmm, and the Egyptian Snu-God was called 
Fre or Frry; and to the Sun and Moon they, like the Scandinavians, devoted 
the swine. 8) The old English custom of the 'Boar's Head at Christmas* 



and its DeighboorhooJ which occor in this work (opposite the engrarcd 
Title, and prefixed to Cantos I, lY, VII and XYI) are extremely faithful. 
They are engraved from 5 large paintings (from drawings taken by himself 
on the spot) by Herr Calmeier, a distinguished Norwrgian artist born in the 
District (Bergen) illustrated by his pencil. — i) Sn. Edda, Gylfag. cb. 35. 
— 2) Do. ch. a4. — 3) Do. eh. 35. — 4) Macrohiut, Saturnal, III. 8.-5) Sm. 
Rdda^ G)lfag. ^\. — 6) Stmt. Rdda ^ Skirnisfdr, sir. I, a, — 7) S«x» Oram. 
B. III. — Ynflimffa S<ijra, ch. 18. — 8) Finn Maynu$rn$ Nord. Arch. 
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fvas tlonhllcss from llie same source. The same words will apply to (he 
'Briloa hold' and to ihe hero of the North: 

*^Aiid lie drinkcth of his hugle home the wine, 
Before him standelh the brawne of the tasked swine.*' 1) 
''It was the custom of these feasts to bring in the boar's head in 
great state; sometimes the whole boar hiqiself, stuffed, and standing on 
his legs .... carried by the Master of the feasts and the servants, with 
the trumpets sounding before him," 2) In like manner "two sw^ans orna- 
mented with golden net-work having been brought in, upon their being 
placed on the table, the king [Edward] rose, and made a solemn tow to 
God and to the Swans, that he would set out for Scotland" &c. 3). One 
more extract will suffice on this ceremony of vowmg, derived by the French 
from the Northman province of Normandy, — "Followed by a train of 
females, and accompanied by a band of music, tliis queen of the feast 
pompously entered the hall, bearing the bird [the Peacock] on a dish of 
gold or silver, and placed it before the master of llie mansion, or before 

some guest most renowned for courtesy and valour This glorious 

destruction [the Carving] awakened such enthusiasm in the knightly 
carver, that it was usual for him to rise from his seat, and, with his 
hand extended over the bird , vow to undertake some daring enterprize of 
love or valour. Tlie form of the oath on this occasion was, — *I vow to 
God, to the blessed Virgin, and to the peacock, to &c.' "Wlicn he ceased, 
the dish was presented to the other guests in succession; and they vied 
with each other in tiie rashness and extravagance of their promises. This 
ceremony was called, the 'Vow of tlie Peacock' (Vsen dn Paon)." 4) 

fret's sword, "which was so good a falchion tliat it fought oi 
itself", 5) was given by him to Skirner, as reward for his embassy to 
Gcrda. Tliis whole Legend is delightful, but an abridgement would spoil 
its beauty. It is found at large in the Eddas. 6) For its outline , sec 

GBRDA. 

FRIGGA, "Fjorgyn'S daughter, Odcu's Spouse, Balder's Mother, 
Queen of the Asar and Asynjor" 7) &c. — "She hath that dwelling Fensal 
Iiight, which is very fair." 8) — "All the fates of man knoweth she, 
though siie spaes thereof unto no one." 9) Sharing tlie llirone of Oden , 



j) Chayeer, The FraDklein's Tale. — 2) Tytler's HM. of Scotland, 11. 409. — 3) Do. 
I , a86. — 4) Fabliaux, of the XII and XIH Cent, sclec. by Le Graod , trans, by 
"ay, notes by Ellis, IN. i3o. — 5) Sn. Edda , Gylfag. 37. — f>) Do. — Sam 
1, Skiroisfur. — 7) Sn, Edda, Skaldsksp. rlj. 19. — ^\ Do. Gylfag- 35. — • 
^y JDo. cb. TO, 




gnd .rt III- ■*!■«• liuM? -aieii .vml'oiuiilwfc wiib ibe "W^^taibta^inA Bvirr i. 
,lif» r.fi; ft Mu-f! 'Up iiitin ttsd ttie 4!^i»ecift 'ir (leros 'ift ^hm 3raniH naviMi 

.-»iti>iiiti*uifc. •mnn<( \rtM>m Aib l^(*r£e«riioK) xtntr the oiiieL i! 

j^'M'miiM* means lUe raiBF ar apnnja ai. nuiOL. G&ifc SJisxn in* 
fon H' ritotitteti. i» celeJiRitirft in, tlie Lii gmmi B al^ the ^hntlu. 

jtYi^tt t^HqinaUy meant any^ <ii»irior e3i|i«iiie i£ ^u p ni miiii^ .hi. jnmwi 
roi«;a af .'91 V9j%tr!nn». i^ and wliioh. had. Ufr own. iiwimwnntent: lkhiii£, ~ 



*tArr»<»!ii . '!»tm»irrT-flAT . « oaULott frrmL ita tortnoMiy* , tlius 
•♦^ ThiK HMnut In itrtw abimLure. 

nwimt ,. A f>)(l(ifn» poistnoiiyLnq Tihnit Ptiriiy. '*TIkja CumrfiL ^i- 
*yA\ti , A'M''fi*rM{«f«%m»X if» &iiion : ^e la ci ▼irrpw, sod ilLey wiko wbu iiis 

'"AIL tifrt'< Ikinif (itfjirijaiis* 

.♦TiftJiiwwfttK well «iuivtc&J' "J* 
T)i4l <^;ttir'^<tn<M , wlirt pUintrhjSii Svinlsuui fimm. A« 5«nmi2xiKrruA 
Mii^Ui^f. ;tikf wlU*» frtrr^tr w^* — ^ <■ m f.' — mane Ika'rw ftcea a «£clliFT> 

^«ril4l4V1k«, ^frKAlk-'rnrtT> Jfari« «il fx^tirmJUi.. til mark ^ttu'-Hwlf wick 
rt^* t^;*-^^^iif, Wit* l^v ft*rr*k ^tift'«*If ro 0«t»a, T m^ilkfrrr '> ra^mj^-muttki 
f^p^thA^ th^ ffttt« Tyr r'f , T; . il b^ario^ »t one* it* app«ILtl±ii« of a 
(^4V4< <vf «o^;»f , «ff/t rfc* AA^tTft^t rftt«mKLkAec to ckft^ Waii «y€a ^art or ¥p«.Lr^ "^i 
Mf flvA l)rr#»Af *i»fl *mM« TklA .%ab«rihil* fi»ra batiie-^Uack was tumjmtmte^ 
tff h4^n f ^ ^n4 w«% rfr^rUrf tA> by the Chleb aad warrion o-f eke Xortk 
^liMrf «ff *prp'«r*f«A<bft ^ At Ia;».<I ^ fif liOHOorsiMc wouds m%ht s«TC tfceaa fr«m 
fbii ^If *«(f*r.(ir /»f 4 ftffAwwIi^ftrh ^^Ir^'fiod , deatk ui one'» W4 or of old ase 
^r-.^; i'fHifUtn^ ttt tUU i^lorlfniA exit, they clotlied tfcenuclTcs im their 
iUh$fti nrmttnr^ And pfftpared to meet their eaemj. The ScandinaTiaA 
imttft^ntiA fhAl lh« iktm^d^md went down to Hela and to for^tfolneM. 
whMif fff« M««d}n(i( eli;ifnpfon ba/ilened, as he died, to join the combats 
^t (b« PAph$tf\»r \n VmIIiaIL That this was a political institntion« creat- 



I) tt¥rt'Hfi$ Hfiftt, t\i, tf%, — 9) Bm. Kdda, Oylfag. 35. — 3) 00. Skaldskap. 661. ~ 
/(; //«. OytrNf(« ri. -^ r»> ^Uvm. £rfif«, Lok^'f Abose, ttr. ai. — 6) Sm,-EJJm, 
fiyUitf^. tU, f. - YngUnga Hufu, cli, 5, — 7) D: cli. II. — 8) Sirmig , p. 25;. 
-- ^) y»0ttti0i flff00, to. 
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ing and prescrvijig a martial spirit among ihc people, like MoliammetVs 
Paradise , is more than probable. 1) 

GRRDA, (THE GUARDED), *4]ie fairest of all women" 2) — ^'personi- 
fication of modesty; daughter of the giant Gymir, Warder, and spouse 
of Frey. This deity having presumed on one occasion to ascend the 
throne of All-Father, perceived towards the Norlh a magnificent palace, 
whence issued a female form, whose glistening hair [? hands] gave lustre 
to the air and water. After duly recording liis pangs arising from despair 
of obtaining this mortal beauty, his loss of speech and appetite, tlie my- 
thns proceeds to state that through the ministry of his confidant Skimer, 
tlie Shiner, whom he had bribed by a present of his sword, the damsel, 
after incredible obstacles had been surmounted, was obtained for him in 
marriage. Her residence , like the bower of Brynhilda , — 

"O ! strange is the bower where Brynhilda reclines 
Around it the watch-fire high bickering shines," Hon, W, Herbert, 
was encircled by a magic flame , and when this had been safely pene- 
trated, deaf alike to his entreaties and threats, and proof against his 
costly gifts, long did the virgin still defy the utmost efforts of the impor- 
tunate emissary. But a resort to witchery still remained, and with this 
its irresistible armour love ultimately triumphed." 3) Gerda is said to 
have symbolized ilie Aurora Borealis. Secondary plicnomena were usu- 
ally attributed to tlie giant-race. 

Gi.MLB , (PCRE FIRE). '*To the soutliward at the end of the world, 
is a Hall, of all the fairest, and brighter than the Sun. Gimle is it bight. 
It shall stand there when both Heaven and Earth are no more. In that 
City shall dwell good men and righteous , from generation even to gener- 
ation." 4) ''Best is it to be in Gimle , in Heaven." 5) 

GJALLAR-HORN , (the soukding-trumpet), will be blown by Heimdall 
to summon the Gods and Einlieriar to battle at Ragnarok. 6) But it is 
also with this Horn that Mimer drinks out of his well of Wisdom. 7) See 

DEIMDALL. 

GLITXER, See FORSETB. 

GRAVE-ALB or GRAVE-FEAST; — "The custom was it in those times, 
that when the Arval [funeral banquet] should be made after Kings or 
Jarls, — lie who should give the Grave-ale and take the Inheritance was 
to sit on the foot-stool before the High-Seat, even until that Goblet was 



l)*Conf. Dalins Svea Biket Hiit., I, 1 1 5. — 2) Sn. Bdda, Gylfag. 37. — 3) Sirongf 
p. i4. — /,) Sn. Edda, Gylfag. 17. — 5) Do, 52. — 6) Seem, Edda, Voluspa , 
str. ''17 — 7) Sn. Edda, Gylfag., ch. l5. 
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brought in 'whuli ivtis Ctillcd (lie Brage-poMet [as being accoini>anied 
with some speech or iiiinstrcl^y. Brmge, in houoor of the decensed.J I'hns 
shonld he stand opposite the Brage-gohlct , first make a vo-w, and tlien 
drink out the Bumper. — Therearter shonld he be led np to the High- 
Seat, the which his Father had owned: So, tlierenpon, Had he succeeded 
to the inheritance after Mm." 1) Till this Feast, which was often Tery 
magnificent and was given in the Family-Hall , had been accomplished, no 
one conld succeed to his Ancestral rights; hut it conld not be lield at all, 
if the Chief had been priTily slain , unless the rcTcnge of blood (blood- 
were) had been exacted by the heir. 2) 

CRAVE-MOC^D, See BAKROW. 

GrDBRA5D , a fertile rale in the district of Aggerhans, near Sogn, 
in Norway. It obtained its name from Brand, the son of Ranm, who 
was brought up to the service of the Gods , and was therefore called 
Omd-hrandj which name he afterwards transferred to the district under 
him. 3) 

GR05i.\GASCV0 , (GREE580UXD) , between Zealand, Moen and FaUler. 



BAGBART. — "The tragic fate of this hero is connected with a 
story of faithful love, variously embellished, but substantially embodied 
in the version subjoined. Hagbart , son of a king of Trondhcim, cruising 
with others of his family , met two sons of the monarch of Zealand em- 
ployed in similar adventure : a conflict of course ensued , which termina- 
ted afler a hnrd struggle in a consolidation of the hostile forces. Hagbart 
proceeded with his new confederates to the court of Sigar, their father, 
where a mutual allachment was formed between the Danish Princess and 
the Norwegian Viking. Her brothers however, rejected the proposed 
alliance, and fell victims to the indignation of her lover , who consc- 
queully was necessilalcd to fly. Affection, nevertheless, soon recalled 
him in disguise, and being betrayed by a female attendant of his 6]gn^, 
he was made prisoner. A Diet was then snmmoned, where difference of 
opinion prevailed; one parly deeming it advisable, that, as the Princes 
"^vere no more , he should be permitted to marry the Monarch's daughter, 
and become protector of the realm; whilst their ojtponcnis maintained, 
that his violation of the rights of hospitality conld only be expiated by 



I) Ynglinga Saga, cb. 4o. — a) Geijert Stcn B«A« UiU. I, 3ol. — 3) StlfrrrtUIpe* 
Fdrhdll, emellan Srcrige och Sorrige, I , /|8. 
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death. The lalter connscl prevailed , and preparations were made for his 
execnlion. Sigue having learned the decision, preceded him, as hadheen 
covenanted, hy voluntaiy decease , first selling fire to the apartment in 
which she committed the act. Thns died a fond pair to he embalmed by 
the Skald ; or rather to survive in the annals of romantic history long 
as a gentle eye shall exist to weep over sorrow, — a heart to sympathize 
with despair." 1) — Many districts in the tliree Scandinavian kingdoms 
lay claim to having hecn ihc scene of the lover's fate. Most probably it 
occurred at Hagbarholm, in Nordlauds Amt, in Norway. Tlie Swedish 
Ballad called Habor and Signild 2) , which sings tliis legend and which 
itself goes np to the Xlllth Cent, is far more beautiful in its incidents 
than the above outline. Indeed Hagbari and Signe in the North, answer to 
Romeo and JulM or Ahelard and Helohe in the South and West. 

HAGE, Sanctuary, Sacred Grove. 

HALFDAN , (which means the ttrong thane), is a name common in the 
old Sagas. He was the son of Bele. 

HAM means form, shape, figure, disguise, avatar (incarnation) 
&c. Thence hamati, hama$kiptait, hamtleypa &c. lo change One's shape. The 
Witches, Trolls, Jolnar &c. of old Scandinavia had such tremendous 
powers in this way , that the word Ham is an extremely proper appel- 
lative for the Magician-Eagle. We find many instances of exactly the same 
snpcislilion in the ^Arabian Nights' and olber Asiatic Saga-books. 
Gods of wealher and Slorm-Enchanlers arc as old as ^olus, and were 
familiar to ihcNorlh. Ogsien had a bag, called Vcdurbalg; when he shook 
this, such cold and tempest went thereout that within 3 days lakes and 
friths were covered with enormously-strong ice, and no human being 
could bear the piercing blast. 3) — By changing fomn with her, a sorceress 
occupied for three days Ihc place of Signy, wife of Siggeir, king of 
Gothland. 4) — *'Snch interchange of person occurs, indeed, as an ordi- 
nary expedient in Mythick history, and probably to the faculty of jump- 
ing into and out of ^*a skin" at pleasure , thus attributed to the Northern 
Protei and Protete, we may trace the origin of a couplet still preserved 
amongst our plebeian facetiae." 5), 

HavAMaL, (nEAVE-soxG , sublime Discourse), a Book of Proverbs 
forming the second Chapter of Ssemnnd's or the Ancient Edda. Of this 
M. Mallet writes. ^^The Sublime Discourse is attributed lo Oden himself, 



l) Strong, p. an, — 2) Qeijers och Afkelii Svenska Folhvisor, I, l37. — 3) Thonien 
Vihingison*! Saga, cb, II, 35. conf. Odnge Rolfi Saga, 37, 4^, and Ortar Odd's 
Saga, cb, I a. — 4) Votnatga Saga, — 5) Strong, p. i36. 
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Avho is said lo have givcu lliesc prcccpiA ol -wisdom to nidiikiiid. This 
piece is llic only one of llie kind now in llie world. We Lave directly 
from the ancient Scythians themselves no other monument on the subject 
of morality. Thus this moral system may, in some measnre , supply the 
loss of the maxims wliich Zamolxis, Dicenaeus and Anacharsis, gave to 
tlicir countrymen." 1) The -whole deserves immortality in every language 
on God's Earth; -want of room, however, prevents us from extracting more 
tlian those stroplics which have been more immediately employed by 
Tcgn^r in his charming II Canto : — 

St. IG. (XIII, XIV.) "Silent and One the* other infatuates. 

thoughtful Rich one man is, 

Should the Ruler's child be. And poor another; 

And brave in battle: Wlio wise is, shows it not. 

Giflful and glad 77^ ;8. (XXIX.) ''Riches perish, 

Each mortal shoald live , Kinsmen perish , 

And calmly wail — Death. '|']|y o^,,^ lifg goon is done; 

35. (XIX.) "Devious winds the way But Fame shall ne'er 
"VVcndcd to false friend, Die out, when e'er 

Tenanting thy track: A good one thou hast won. 

Short's the pleasing path "Riches perish , 

Plodded to firm friend , Kinsmen perish , 

Tho' his thresliold's far. 2) Thou must perish too ; 

51. (XV.) "Fast fades the tree that This, I wot, 
Stands by thy cot Shall perish not: 

All bar'd of green branches and bark: Doom lo mortals due." 2) 
So 'tis with the Uie man no 79. (XXVL) "Wide well-fiU'd 

Mortal be-friends , barns I saw 

Why should he long Uve on? For Wealth's proud sons; 

63. (XX.) "Speir and speak, Now bear they hope's [the beggar's] 

Who sage may be lo^ staff. 

And wise is call'd: So wealth's away 

With one commune , Like wink of eye, 

Not with a second; Most changeful friend he is. 

All.th' world knows what three hear. go. (XXVU.) "In the* ev'ning — 

76. (XVIII). "Little enough he praise the day, 

knows The wife loo praise — when dead 

Who nothing kuoweth; (bnrn'd) ; 



i) yorth. Aniitf. Ptrcy , ao**. — 2) This Staoza is copied from Strong, p. 3a, 33). 
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Praise sword — irhicli stood ilic Fray, ^5. ^'Maidens' words , 

And maid — who has hccii wed ; Shall no one trust 

"When cross'd — then praise the ice, Nor what hj' woman's said; 

And ale — when drnuk it is. For on whirling wheel 

87. (XXVIII.) "Ice of one night, ^Vronghl was their heart, 

Snake laid in ring, ^"^^® i»Uc'd was in their hreast." 

HEAVE X. — Hear the Dwarf I 
^^Heavn 'tis highl 'mong men, But Jolnar the* Vftper World; 

High shade 'moug the Gods, Fairics Fair-cliff' say, 

Wind-high Vaner call it And Dwarfs the Dripping Ha//." 1) 

HEJD, the name of the Witch-hear with Tegner, is a name fre- 
quently applied to ^'cunning women" and enchantresses. 2). 

''nsiMDALL, one God is highl; he is called the While As; great 

is he and holy, and was horn of maidens nine, all sisters He 

dwellclh at the place called Heavcn-mounl , near liifrosl. 'I'lie Warder 
of the Gods is he, and sillclh there hy the end of Heaven to guard the 
Bridge from the Ilill-Gianis: Less sleep needelh he than a hird; equally 
sees he night and day, a hundred miles from him; the grass also heareih 
he growing on the earth, and wool on the she^p and all that soundcth 
louder. That trumpet haih he called Giallarhorn , whose hlasl is heard 
afar through every world," 3) 

HEiMSKRiNGLA, (the uoME-f.iRCLE) , the glohc , the earth. 

HEL , or HELA, answcrs to the Proserpine of the Latins. She was 
the daughter of Loke , hy Augurhoda, a giantess. By hirth and educa- 
tion she was hateful to the Gods, and "He [Odcn] cast her into Niffel- 
heni, giving her rule over 9 worlds, that she should ordain ahoilcs for 
all who were sent to her, namely such as die of sickness or of old age. 
Mighty huildings hath she there, and a rampart and graled portals. Mise- 
ry, is her Hall, Hunger her Dish, Famine her Knife, Go-late her Thrall, 
& Go-lazy her Woman-slave : Treacherous Deceit is the Threshold over 
which one goes. Pining Sickness is her Bed, and pale-making Grief her 
Curtains. She is hlue to the one half, the olhcr part is of human colour. 
So well known is her shape, — terrihle and gloomy is her look." 4) From 
the name of this Goddess , we have derived our He//. 

HELGB , (one of the sons of Bele) , means Holj'. 



l) Stem. Edda, Song of All-\Vise, str. l3. — 9) Dc Viiluspa, a.'i. — Landnam. H, 
». 1 8^. — Vatmd. Satia, r. TO. — 3) Sn, Kddfi , C,\\(aq. y.;. — ;) />o., 'i\, 

7- 
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HERSR, (from n^r , war), Caplain-gencral; llie dignity vrn% Iieredi- 
fary, bnt inferior lo llial of a Jarl. 1). 

HiCH-CHAiR, or niCH-SEAT, (Hog-]»ank, the Icelandic BmuHi or 
6ndvrg0, a tlironc-likc Seal in the centre of the Sonthern Wall. Commonly 
llicro was another similar High-Chair opposite this, on the North wall; 
the latter -was next in dignity to the former. The High-Seat was not re- 
moved to the Dais, at the nppcr end of the Hall, till the time of the 
Norwegian King Olof 2) at the close of the lllh Centnry. The 6nd»ffu 
mlur, Seittokkar^ (High-Seat Pillars) "were commonly carved with the Image 
of some God: it was these Idol-pillars that Harold, the first emigrant to 
Iceland, throw into the sea, thai tliey might guide him to the place where 
he should fix his setlloment. 3) 

nTLnT>T. , (the warrior), the Fosterer and Etlucalor of Frithiof and 
Ingehorg. 

niLDUR's SPORT, a common Scandinavian synonyme for ^va^, and 
sufficiently expressive of the popular feeling. — "A king named Hangni 
had a daughter liight Hildur. A king named Ilcdin , the son of Hjar- 
randa , look her as war-spoil. KingHaugne was absent on a king*s-mote, 
and when he spcircd that his kingdom Iiad been ravaged and that Ids 
daughter had been carried away, lie hasted with his forces to seek after 
Hcdin, it being told him that he had sailed northward along the coast. 
Bnt so soon as King Hangni came into Norway, he heard that Hedin had 
sailed westward over the sea. Then saileth Haugni after him as far as to 
the Orkneys, and when he was come thither hight High-hle, Hedin was 
there before him with his troops. Then wended Hildur unto her father, 
bidding Jiim a necklace from Hedin in reconciliation, *but at the same 
time', she added, *is Hedin ready to give battle, nor has Hangni any 
mercy to expect from him/ Haugni answerclh his daughter harshly; and 
when she found Hedin, told she him that Hangni would have no accom- 
modation, and that he should prepare for war. This do they both, going 
np on lo the island and marshalling their men in battle array. Then 
caUeth Hedin to Haugni his father-in-law, and oiTereth him friendship, 
together with much gold as a fine therefor. Then answereth Hangni, 
*Too late biddest thou this, if thou will be reconciled, for now have I 
drawn Dauuleif^ which Dwarfs have made , which must alway he some 
man's banc whenever il be bared, which never fails in the blow, and 
which giveth no wound thai ever can be healed.' Hedin replielh, *Thc 



O Finn Mngnusent Xord. Auk, — •>.) Olof Si HI/ s Sa<fn , ch. Q. — Gr^en Sffm Htkn 
Hafder, \, l\)i. 
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Sworil (lioti inaiaC'sl avcII , l)ul iiol (he >icti»ry; dial bladt; call 1 guoil . 
-^vhicli never lieliays its master.* TIicii began ikey tlial coulesl called llic 
lljudiug-iiglit , and ihe wliole day ^verc baltlliig. Dui -^vlieu evening came 
on, llie kings reUirned on board tJieir vessels, llildiir -went by uigliL 
to the lield oT war, and waked up by her cnchanlmenls all who were 
dead, and (he uexl day (lie kings went back (u the ba((le-])lace and fought, 
and widi (hem all wJio had fallen (he day before. So (lie contest conti- 
nued (herefore, (he one day alter (lie o(hcr; all v.lio had fallen, togetlier 
wi(h ihe arms which laj' on (he field, being (urned (o s(one. But so soon 
as it da>\ned, all (he dead s(ood up and fough( , and all their weapons 
were new again. So is it said in old chaunts, that the IJJading-mcn shall 
bide thus until Kaguarok." 1) 

''uoi»EK, is one of the Asar hight; he is blind, hut exceeding 
strong, and (he Cods would willingly wish they never need name liim, 
for his Iiand:!)* work shall long enough remain in (Jie memoiy bo(h of 
Oods and Men." 2) Many authors regard him as a symbol of liie ni;^h(. 

See BALDER. 

IDA-VAI.E , the residence of Allfather andhisXIlDiar in the Alorn- 
ing of time. 'I'iie Home of Gladness (Oladshem) was tlieir I'alacc there, 
and "both viUiin and without was all like gold." o) — *''J'lien quod 
Gangleri [the AN ayfarer] , ^LA\c there still (hen any (3od», oris there yet 
any heaven or ear(h?' liar [the LoHy One] answered; 'Then an Kardi 
shootetli up from out the sea, and green and fair it is, and unsown cro])s 
grow thereupon. "\ idar and Vale live, so that neither the waters nor Sur- 
tur*s ilanies have injured them, and on Ida-Yale (hey dwell, where As- 
gard was before. Then conic the sons of Thor, 3Iodi and Magul, and 
have Aljollncr once more. Them follow Lalder and liodcr from Ifel: 
down sit they (hen all together and commune with each other, rcuiem- 
bering tlieir runes [former arts and destinies], and counselling of tidings 
far back before, and of Midgard's-Scrpent and tlio Fenrift-Wolf. Thcii 
find they in the grass tablets of gold, even those wMch tlie Aaar had pos- 
sessed 

**A Daughter J)right Bide shall she then, 

Bears Elf-6i>lendour [ihe Sun] When the Pow'rs [Gods] die, 

Dcfure she's gorg'd by Fenris: Alaid, on her Mother's palli! 

**And now , if tJiou dost ask yet lurllicr , know I not from vrJience 
it ran come. For no man have I heard speak further of the ivorld'i £alet; 



i; 6/1. Edila, 5kuld&Liiji.. rb. 1*0, — ^) Vv. GUfuL:. 3i$* — 3) Dv, vh, 1^^ 
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be ronteai il*>w. ilirk^iore . Mriik wn^t ;Mi>aiLUt i«Az&eJ.* 1' — "TKe ceH« 
trical fortre^i. vihi.k ilie Go«U coa?tr«cted froa tke erebro^rs of Ymcr, 
ajitl wUicIi tcvrer^d from the Aid^t of the eartk e^allr dislamt oa all 
§Mei from tke sea. is c e rUiul j tke Mcrv of tkeHiadoos and Indo-Sc3rl]ur, 
which L» described in a maiiAer precisely tiftiilar. Accordingly, as the 
Ooiks termed the fiat sumnut of this holj abode IW pImm tf idm^ to the 
Hindoo mjthologisls denomiaate it Idm-Tr^tm, or the circle of Ida." 2}. 

''iDC^oriDC^A. [the SKDn4>C$j. is his [Bra^c**] Sposse: sKegnard- 
clh iA a basket the apples of which the Gods WkAil eat whcA they gTX>w 
old. and which mako ihem all yoong again; amd so mnst it be till Rag- 
narOk . -l) 

f^GESOKC. Diazhter of RJnz Bele) nieans, C^itX tf YmaA. 

IS05-BCAD ;jEK5nuS .— ''Their [Kol's and Trona's] third child was 
bight Uarek: when he wa« seven years old, he was bald over all his 
head. His tknll was as hard as steel, and he was therefore called J^era- 
**• [Iron-head] or Jerwpmmmm [Ironbrow] .... Xow it happened one day, 
that a man. if he coald so be called, went down over the moanlains: 
never had his like been seen for size and osliness, and he resen&bled 
a giant rather than a man. A two-pronged spear bad he in bis hand« 
Aow it was so. that the king sale at table during this time: and when 
this terrible man drew near to the door of the Hall, and asked permis- 
sion to go in thereat, the doorkeepers refused him the same. Thereupon 
stock he at them with his spear, and each of the prongs hit one man's 
breast, and went ont ihrongh his back. Hereupon lifted he them np over 
his head, and cast them dead a long ^vay from him on the ground. Xezt 
went he in, and stood before the High-Seat of the king, saying: ^Seeing 
now, king Ring, that I have esteemed thee so far as to visit thee here, 
— it seemeth to me only thy duty not to refuse my errand!* ~ The king 
enquired, what it might be, and what he was called. He anwered: 
*Harek Jcrnhos am I hight, and am a son of [Kol] Kroppenbag, of India- 
land; hat my business here is this, — that ye shall abandon to me yonr 
Daughter , Land, and Men. And most folk will doubtless say, thai thy 
kingdom will be in much better hands, if governed by me, than if thou 
hast it who art so weakly and so old." 4) See \^Ki!fG viFBLLsso?r. 

ISLE-DUEL or iSLB-piGHT, (Holm-gdug , Isle-trip). — Challenges lo 
single combat on some island or rock on the coast (that there might nei- 
ther be deceit, assistance, nor escape) were the common mmmit of offend- 



I^ Sn. Eilda, Gylfag. , rli. jJ. — 2) Fahert Orij*. Pag. Idol. I. 220. ^ 3) Sn, 
E't'tn. Gylfj;;. aO. — p Tftorften Vikinynon t Sag9, ch, 3, 2. 
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ed ScandinaTian honour. The -whole system of ihe old Norlheru states 
rested upon IndiTidnalism carried to an enormoas excess. Its necessary 
consequence 'might is right', club-law, followed; and as superstition and 
intrigue gradually made the ht^k-hom and at last the mvnmrch the strongest, the 
liberties of ike people fell. 



JADAR, the present Jaderen, in Stavangcr's Amt. 

JARL (Earl, Thane) was originally the title of au independent 
Chief in the North. Next it was borne by Norwegian Princes 1); then by 
tributary governors; and at last by any Viceroy, Major Domus, Mayor du 
Palais &c. It expired in tlie 14th Ccntnry. The Scotch synonyme, Thane, 
died out in 1476. 2) 

J0TU5HSIM, the Home of the Jotnar. ''The deeds of Asa-Thor are 
narrated in the Eddas. He was continually engaged in conflict with the 
Giants, Trolds, and all the enemies of the gods; and in this combat used 
the arms of the elder [Thunder-God, Aukar(chariot),] Thor; the tliuudcr- 
bolt and its symbol, the all-crusliiug hammer. Nowhere were they secure 
from his attack; since every morning he undertook some new expedition, 
and, like the Hercules of Grecian fable , was unweariedly occupied in 
assailing and endeavouring to extirpate the foes of the gods. As the elder 
Thor, however, waged war against the aborigines of the land, so it ap- 
pears thai tlic younger directed his hostiliiy against the votaries of the 
ancient gods especially, who would not concur in the Odinite reform- 
ation. Accordingly, the old Icelandlck poem, Tkondrapu, expressly testi- 
fies that he expelled all the Jotnar deities , and overtlirew their altars. 
The adherents of the ancient faith deserted therefore, in a great measure, 
Skandinavia, and iled with their gods , first, to Finnland, and subse- 
quently further toward the shore of tlie 'VVhito Sea, where Jotunheim 
and Utg^rd , their dwellings and the seal of their religion , were." 

JUMALA, (THE SUPREME), from time immemorial the Finnish term 
for the Great God. The Legend 4) of his splendid Temple is historically 
untrue. '*To him no tokens were attributed , and no distinguishing qua- 
lities. ITciffli!; ibe only, the highest, he who himself invisible governed all. 
In Biamialand was set up his Image, by itself; the lower deities had 
nothing such." — "Northward on a cape by Vin-ll, (The river Dvina) 
stood this Jumala-Idol, wilbin a spot consecrated tliereto, and surrounded 
by a lofty paling." 5) Rich and sacred it was , and became a kind of 



l) Jut, Norr, Auh'c, — 2) Riddel, Arch. IX. 33o. — 3) Mutiter , I. 86, qnoted by 
Strong, p. 3o8. — 4) quoted by Dalin, I, l84) from Herraud'$ and Bota$ Saga, 
— 5) Arwidssont Larobok i Fiolands Hisloria och Geografi, p. 9. 8. 



.lat'tntii** .-u. :u-r'- i . ae L'innMa TiitiM. — 'ii aiay be worthy rein.iik. 
rfiat li«' .i-*m»? J mm uf n^rars '.a ;liiB LUi »t inzeLIc ;»riiices . ^ifen. la ihr 



..riHTCTEB. • iliis -it' moK. 

:.<f;HT'«'MBT. .k zoini Elf '>r ixenic. TTic LIi;iil*tairic» Laii^liitcti 
'\n» bint Seavea. the Eilier. "Bri^iuer 'tre tiuty 'ium lIlc Siul to louk 

u>rT, the BETouTnEB. I'mm imfm to pronujkc;. **tiue ei^ik |]^A&ynia] 
in 40 mtlii Auil ^omi -.rfiira lue LavokAith. lu^r. tiial «he is peciiulle«i br 
Allf^ttiier or Fr;t;;ra ro oia men Jkad woiiLexL lo^ethcr, ootwiLhaiantiiji^ dll 
iiiiiiirrfar^^ and (iiffiiMildt;.'^. TiLerctxirc Ixom. ker iiame Is L^i^ cooie , ami 
/^^ (>raiii«*il'} wIiAU 'lui! iiralAfti^ .my liiintj mnrb.* *A LoCu waa tiuu tiie 

uiirc , '*:faU«faoofi. /ir £«|v, flainu: . PQESunalion. u^ %iiice and 
.^(ibtl^ty <*<imbin6(i. The Ediisde bla^^raphy <if Liike presents several -^izik- 
iiiff «*oinriit<i»n(i4fi with the bwiorj of in earlier Deceiver. For a tune, he 
JH h^ltl iu Itiqb (*^iltiiaiii>n by ibe .Ejtir: Oiiy, ij» the t'ute4er4irolher oi' O^ 
4*»ti himA*ttf. bat nailt^rz te^t -i iioinpLeie itbantr? 'i£ di^uuiiun, becuntin^ 
rbft Aifr^my ^f ^Ll sootioe^ti . ami the (ie:9tToyer a£ lift represcnlatiTe ^ Bad" 
flf^f* It M he who UegnlLcif Iiiana. the pomeiMOC a£ the apple» of inuaor-' 
U\itj. '>*ii ^C AmfJktd — P^cadi^ie. He U the parent a£ the p«al serpent. 
p4»r<i4)iiif7»(t^ ihe Delage* He U Ukawlae the parent oC Arfe — Death. And 
he \a boarni in eh«)inS, aalil (he last d^y. when he shall break loute 
from hi4 imf^riionmeat f and wlrh hiij eTil conlederales fi^t ait^aiiiM the 
%t>d\. The KAdiit Mythology abonndi wlih iiocies of his ihrewd or tor^ 
mftntia^ ^Tploiu, »ad it i.i worthy renurk, that his exterior i» represen- 
ted t^ be eiej^Ant and «ltraetiT« ; Satan a.« an ansel of li^ht. The £uhU 
of hU poBMhmenf, horrible a.% it iji, de^er«e« to be introduced , a» snpplj- 
jM))^ «i cnrioo« proof liow notny r.^atariet the Scottish bard had been ^tkii" 
eip^ited in the favoor/iMe testimony: — 

''But ¥f\itn affliction rendi the brow, 
A miniAtering angel, ihoo." 

'^^eenred upon a ror.k wbich *u«lainji him on three acnte apices, 
by ligamenU composed of the entrails of bis own offspring , he wonid be 
r«po%f;d lo a perpetual gutlulous descent of burning venom from a poison- 
ous serpent suspended over bis face, dtd not his wife Sifmm, notwithstanding 
bis former infidelity , remain eomsUutUp $*oUd bf ki$ $Ue, holding a vessel with 
which Abe intercepts the f«liifig drops. It is only during the intcrral whil-t 



i) autny, p. ir». — ■/, fin, U4da , Oylfiig. 1 7. — S) D: cb. 35. 
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»lio omplics llie overflowing vasp , tlititliis flo«kli rerrivea the causlic , wliioh 
inflicts pain so trcmcndons iliat Le Iiowls wlih liorror, and writliing Iiis 
agonizpfl frame occasions cartliqiiakes." 1) 

LONC-DRACOX, AVar-Galley. Sec pracon. 



MARK, Poiind-weiglir. 

MEGINGJARD. ScC THOR. 
MEAD-nORV. See DRI\KI>C-nOR>'. 

MinCARD , (llie crniral region, and aliode of man), helwecn A«gard, llic 
Asar region, and Uigard , llic Giant-land. 

MTDCARDS-SKRPENT, (Jurmnngandr) , a Monster, tlie sonof Loke and 
Angcrboda, llio giant-iiag. By command of Allfather it Tras cast into tlio 
depths of llie sea, ''and grew so, that he lieth in the midst of the ocean 
abont all lands, and bilelh in Itis tail." 2) lie f>ha1l break loose, and 
madly contend against the Gods on the great day of Ragnarok. Tlior gives 
him the death-blow, bnt himself falls, poisoned by his pestiferous brealli. 
This fiend-snake was donblless the old physical deity of the Deluge- 
Ocean; but the idea, like so many others in the Northern Mythology, is 
of Asiatic origin, and a trace of it is preserx'cd in the old Testament: — 
"In that day the Lord, with his sore and great and strong sword, shall 
punish Leviathan the piercing Serpent, even Leviathan that crooked Ser- 
pent, and he shall slay the Dragon that is in the sea." 3) "Perhaps belief 
in its power might be strengthened, through the occasional appearance of 
giant snakes, lifting np their heads from the abysses of the Northern 
Ocean." 4) 

MIMER, (MEMORY), a Sagc of the TVorlhcrn Myth, who is accounted 
Possessor of the fount of AVisdom. "Of this well, according to iheEdda, 
Oden himself was unable to obtain a draught until he had consented to 
leave in pledge for it one of his eyes, still visible in the ilood. The mon- 
oculous Oden may probabl}' be traced to the ancient significant hiero- 
glyph , which emblematized the omniscience of the Snpreme Being, — an 
eye. Yct is there much verisimilitude in the interpretation adopted by 
Geijcr, s. 347, which identifies the lost orb of light, with the nocturnal 
sun that immersed in the ocean, performs its course around the region 
of shadows. Or, again, for there is no cxclusiveness in such types, it 
may figure the reflection of the solar disk on the surface of the watery 
mirror, Mimer was slain by the Vanes (Sclavonians) , who, mythologi- 



1) filrong, p. if»;. — 3») Sn. FMa , Gylfap. 3;.— 3) haiah , XXV 11, /. — /») .Vfl»- 

tT , I. I'i. 
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-nn •u^'^ -t»a-*^^ i kts.% mntrr Jr-w^E -tae- iiflus^r i -•Til 

itt^rUtr-wil f»/>li t b#> tiinr* 3>i 

.»:,t'.» i^'-vr J*wTi wttn***^-! .« vtnr xvrfima^ ir "av' im- 3*#*s i 

^M Im9 -Mb '— gj ^ iatf ^ -vliirA Ite |3a^r<«. 'nire^MBitr ^irrlii Me* -Tee Jt 
iiff», ' .%^(i>*»^ain(Tf *a UiA MMtaed ut«!mLi7^. '^ris and inia am its i y ■■^jyrf 
>• 'b« ;>lAri( if uiur:? amuuua. M be ^luwui. -asoxsl %»- — 

* ^*'n^T^ bi» nrrtia lumt ^ck wzuue zznTinc '.luapica 

WmAm^ 't<M> L;i ?htfna^ TTiers Jte ^ilT it' •ie^atia 

f;>72.-,«f.tir ^ *Tli< rnsLiiv-i EEninft: tbis Lcrw^ar ion-^exxKBeoL 
/4^!>vn . ^.-\-7^ra4»t bT' FfitU . aaci Ia&abi:«ji by r&s isaiL. Lr 'be ffiirfaic 

HI 4r «f«ti4 -^f 'ih^tSH; *h^ retJuncr^^kimit* ^i Lac aod. fietuc. wbtfniui ioMud 

lf(i«^kbit»itt. 4^r^*i>iU^d t&* ma<r«v af rjL« wiriii — tb« body 4C tb« ciaaf, 

^tf,tn r ^ ''Ji^'9^*iii^«^ m^^s •&«'« <!4n <{, r* ftf*r J^riur ii.iau Kdr. 
fW JK*A# Omtr wUW tlk^ 0<V>ij| , nmrnAmr-fimtmrn ETreft My. 

^f Mi*^«4t lluki nb« Jb^aUr i^yfti of tbe aseicmt Gotk* wu i&« Tvnr 

<*iHi4r *« flk« imi00r90i rnttU^ 9fifkt of llie Orpblc ibeolofj, am4 C&c if^i inin 
>ftfk$ t,t 4Mt\tntt%^ o1 III* fhfp^uitiMn or Efrjptias fyiUmtT 5j 5«« wat. 

<ioitnA, pf« iFOK<>oiior Xomir), ihe Faie>, Dc»d«ies, Paicar. 'tkrce 
Ia>aI *ii«r«/«' of fh#r Norfli. All mjrtbolo|pe« agree im repteacKtu^ t&e 
f>od/lA<K«« of F/nf^ ^ (in other wordji the Re«olatioiis aad Laws of the 
Alinltrhfy) «• ftonlrolHnf; both Ood4 and Blen, that is, all iAfezior orders 
and Powers In ^r^r/nflon. — 'Hie doom of the wise and bloomuig TirpBS 
of VMfliafI WA« fto Irrevocable, that eren words escaping saadTisedlj 



I; V(itu«|is. »tr. 44, lr«fitlatcd by Strong, p. 245. ~ 2> Sirmif, p. a88. ^ 3> 
/i*. p. 'i4f}. . 4; H^m K4dM, Song of AIIWim, sir. 3i. — 5) F«4#f'« Ons- 
l'4|f. Idol. I, 9t». 
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must be accompUshsd. ^'They are tkus characterized by the propliete«s, 
Vala: — 

''Thence come maidens , Urda hight one , 

Much discerning, One Yerdandi , 

Three , forth tliai hall — staves they rune-scribe — 

"Which stands tree-crown'd : yon tliird Skulda." 1) 

"Many right fair places are there in Heaven, and a divine pro- 
tection is there round about them all. There [standeth a Hall so beauteous 
under the Ash-tree [Ygdrasil] by the "Well [of Urda] , and from this Hall 
those three Maidens come hight Urda, [hath been, TK* PatiJ Verdande , 
[being. The Present] and Skulda [should or shall be, The Ftiiure], These 
Maids ordain the ages of mankind , and we call them Nomor, — But yet 
other Nornor are there, who come to every one that is born, and deter- 
mine his length of life ; these are of the race of Gods. Others again are 
of Elf-origin, and the third sort are of Dwarf-descent. As is here said: — 
"Far diff'rent birth, ibelieve I, Some are Asa-offspring, 
Boast the Nornor maids, Some are Fairy-cliildren , 

Nor have they race alike : Some are Dvalin's [the Dwarf-chiefs] 

daughters. 
"Then quod G^ngleri [the Wayfarer]: — 'If the Nornor counsel 
for the destinies of men, sure ordain they very unevenly; for some have 
riches and pleasant life, while others have but little fortune or renown; 
some have a long life, and others but a short one,' Har [the Lofty One] 
made answer: 'Good and well-sprung Nornor give good fortunes also; 
and when men fall into troubles, it is bad Nornor who are the cause 
thereof.' " 2) — This the old Northman firmly believed. The most clear 
and determined fatalUm ran through the whole circle of his ideas, impart- 
ing a comtempt of danger and defiance of death never surpassed among 
the votaries of MulLammed. In all kinds of misfortune and difficulty, the 
tame persuasion gave the most efficient consolation. So Angantyr Hei- 
dreksson , who has slain his brother in battle , concludes by exclaiming 
"itto- er domur Noma,'* 3), *Evil doom the Nornor give !'— Hilding's "Impeach 
the Nornor" p. 124, and Frithiofs accusation against "the cruel Gods" 
are both highly Northern. 

It may be added, that the name Nornor was sometimes applied 
to Fylgior, gnardian-spirits, — and sometimes to Vehor, Volar, Valor, Divining- 
women. Fortune-tellers or Witches &c. 



j) Strong, p. 256, from Volaspa, sti, 20. — 2) Oylfag., cli. i5. — 3; Ihrvara 
Sftga, ch. 19 «rf finem. 
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N0IUU5IC, ISorse, the common ancient language of tbe three Scan- 
dinavian kingdoms &c., (before they had contracted dialectic differen- 
ces) and the Imgnu framcm of Northern Europe in general. 



OCEAN'S MAIDS, the Biilows, Waves. 

0DB?(, {Dr Murray sajs Odrn, Wodam &c. the moved or excited; 
says Oden, Guodan &c. — the Good), the Japiter of the North, "who bean 
the same relation to Allfalher, in the Scandinavian Mythology, as Brahma 
to Brahm in that of India. — "He is the ruler of the Scandinavian Olym- 
pus, yet, like his classic congener, subject to a paramount fate, and to a 
dark and terrible destiny. He is the Val-fader, or battle-god yet inferior 
to Thor in prowess, and living perpetually exposed to outrage and defeat 
from giants and giantesses. He is the parent of the gods, yet first progen- 
itor of the Royal dynasties of the North. In sum; he is supreme and 
inferior, derived and underived, mortal and divine. Some clue to this 
labyrinth is fnruit>hed by the consideration, that a vague conception of 
One Supreme Beings, and a hope of immortality, mingle in the religions 
system of even the rudest tribes; and that the voice of tradition describ- 
ing the origin of this globe and the early fate of man, and perpetuating 
prophetic announcements of his and its ultimate destiny, has neverwholly 
died away in the distance. These truths combining with the creations 
of fancy, which gave to physical agents and results, to the active and 
passive powers of nature , *'a local habitation and a name ," elevating the 
creature to an equality with the Creator, formed necessarily a complicated 
and heterogeneous system; in which truth and error, ideal and actual, 
were blended in almost inexplicable confusion. The mythology of the 
North seems to have been further perplexed by a symbolical incorporation 
of the Iiistory of religious contests and vicissitudes ; and to have been ren- 
dered still more incongruous by the substitution of a second immigrant 
Oden for the ancient deity. No wonder then that an image formed by 
the collision of rays thus differing in hue and direction, should be indis- 
tinct and fanstastical: at once exhibiting traits of a universal and of a na- 
tional deity; of a god of war and of a priest; of an oracle and of a con- 
•uller of oracles; of a wizard and of a hero," 1) See allfather, geirs- 

PDD. 

oden's birds. '^Kavens two seat them on his [Oden's] shoulders, 
Had say in his car all iliose tidings the which they see or hear. They are 



I) Strang, p, i5. 
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thus higlit , Bufiiui [Reason, Tlioughl] and ATmnmh, [Will, Memory]. These 
•eudeth he at daj-break to fly round every land, and back again come 
they at the first meal of day. Thereof becomelh he wise from tidings 
manifold, and from ihis men call him the Raven-God. As is here said: 
*'Hiigiun and Muninn For Uuginn I fear, 

Fly each day out Lest he should not return — 

This round globe over; But still more I look after Muninn."!) 

ODE.'v's DRINK. ^'Theu said Gaogleri, ^Doth Oden keep the same 
table as llic Eiiiherinr?' Har rcplielh: *That food which standeth on his 
board, givelh he two wolves that he halh, and wliich are hight Geri 
and Frcki. And, indeed, ,no provisions needcth he; wir^B is both meat 
and drink unto him." 2) 

ODBN's BALL, the firmament. 

ORKNEYS, belonged for a very long lime to Scandinavia. "The 
Orkney Islands were a favourite resort -wiili Sea-Rovers, who found there 
a secure rendezvous during the innavigable season, and importing with 
them spoils of various descriptions, converted those deserts into treasures 
of wealth and costly merchandize. The precious metals, however, were 
sufficiently abundant in the North, and luxuries foiind their way, though 
less profusely, to the coasts of Skandinavia." 3) The name is explained 
by some , De$ert-i»le$ (from llie Danish oerken and o«) , and by others Seal-iiUs, 
from the Icelandic orkn. 



PROGRESS, Enktgaia, 8e-riks-gata, all-realm* t-circuit , the regular Progress 
of the newly-elected Sovereign to receive homage and confirmation from 
the several Tings of his different Provinces. The coronation followed the 
Progress. Of course the word is sometimes used for any royal tour in 
general. 

punjfixo was a favourite practise of the Northmen. "Possibly this 
paronomastic exercise was a relic of Eastern manners, since there a pun 
was not accounted beneath the dignity of even prophetic diction. So Mi- 
cah exclaims with noble fervour, (I, 10). 

"In Gath" — ^^J , knowledge — "make it not known." ^ 

"In Acco" — weeping — "we*p ye nol." 

"In Beth-Leaphra" — the home of dutt — "roll thyself in the dun." 
Rel, PaV* 4) 



I) Gglf^g. eb. 38. — a) Do, — 3) Strong, 1 53. — 4) D** V* *^^' 
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RAC5AK0K, the general cooflagration , tke last day, (according to 
one interpretation, tke retk «r /b^ tf ike Dmm^mt; according to anotlier ikt 
Tmilfkt mf tU Gmd»^ as the Same catastrophe is named in the Hinda Mylho- 
logy). — **Now flits the glance of Yala to that twilight of ages, when the 
gods shall be hnrled from their seats; the universe destroyed: and would 
that space permitted to adduce entire the magnificent Eddaic description 
of this cTent! Hear the prophetess! 

"Sir. 40. Fate's dark Tolume reads the wise; 
Sees xrixh. gifted eye afar, 
Twilight of the gods arise , 
And the tug of giant war. 
**Fimbulvetr antecedes , the mighty winter threefold in duration, 
unbroken by interrening summer: fit sequence to a triple period of nni* 
rersal war and bloodshed; when the parent shall not spare his child, 
nor brother, brother. 
**Str. 46. Age of battle-ax, of brand: Age of storms, of murderous hand: 
Age of beasts that ravening prey: Ere the world shall pass away. 

''The fiery Cock of the Trolds, the gold-bright of the JBsir, 
the rnst-red in the subterraneous halls of Hela, crow in ominous concert. 
The fettered Wolf howls, every chain is broken, the Giants gambol, 
Lok^ is free. Earth quakes, the Dwarfs sigh at the doors of their rocky 
caverns, Ygdrasil groans and trembles. The sea boils over its bounds, 
for the serpent of Midg^rd advances in gigantic frenzy, and heaves him- 
self on shore. Then Heimdal standing forth, blows a blast upon the 
Giallar-horn , which resounds through all worlds, and summons the dei- 
ties to war. Oden in vain communes with the head of Mimer. The eagle 
screams, and rends the frequent corpse; the billows roar; and Na$e1fmri — 
the ship fabricated from nails of dead men — is launched, and rides on, 
steered by the giant Hrymer. Bat Heaven is rent, and Muspel's sons 
move in squadron through the gulf, headed by the sable Surtur, the All- 
kiudling, himself mailed in flame, and brandishing a sword that outshines 
the solar beam. Beneath their tread, Bifrost the tremulous bridge, is 
crushed. Lok^ repairs with the sons of Hela, Hrymer with the giant 
race , to mingle in the general afi'ray. All the Emkermr — Yalhall's heroes 
-^ march in mighty train. Oden leads them on, the sire of gods and men , 
and on Yigrid's boundless plain commences the final conflict. The Wolf 
engorges Oden, but Yidar, the silent and strong, avenges his parent. 
Heimdal and Loke sink in mutual death. Frey falls before Surtur. The 
Midg&rd-serpent is slain by Thor, but the poisoned victor scarcely sur- 
vives his foe. Surtur at length triumphs, hurls flames over the universe: — 
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''Blackness shrouds llic orb of day ; Up llie Worldirec'sl) mjsllc Keighr , 

Earth is gnlphed in boiling waves; Fast the reeking vaponr flies; 

Not a lode-star's lingering ray, Aival clonds of lurid light, 

Natures last couTulsion brayes. Sport with heaven and fire the skies"2) 



RAN or ra:va, (the spoiler), spouse of agir, personified the tempes- 
tuous wicked deceitful deep. Hence the Sea is termed Ban's land, palace 
&c., and a ship Hans horse, "Then saw the Asar that ran had a net, with 
which she caught up all those that perish on the sea." 3) 

RiTTGARiRE or Hrmgariki, the realm of Ring, on the western border 
of Christiania-fjord , comprehended the present Ringerike , Modun and 
NnmmedaU 

ROTA, (PAIR LOCKS), an Equestrian Amazon , one of the Yalkyrior. 4) 

RUNE, letter, mark, secret, spell, hieroglyphic &c. The Rune- 
alphabet consisted of 16 letters , resembling to a great extent the Etrus- 
can, old Greek, Phoenician &c. — Originally the properly of the I'agan 
priestly and royal caste, tliey afterward became generally known, and 
were used botli in witchcraft and oomposition. Several MSS. in rune- 
cbaracters are still in existence, and runes themselves are even now un- 
derstood in some districts in the North. For various information on this 
subject we refer to Geijer 5) and Strinnholni. 6) 

RUNE-STAPP, Calendar-stave, carved with Runic signs &c., and 
which may be used instead of a common Almanac. Such Rune-staves 
were formerly universal in the North, and answered their purpose admir- 
ably well. See description op ingerorq's arm-ring. 

RUNB-STONB, Grave-stoue , carved with runes, erected to the re- 
membrance of the deceased. About 1600 Rune-stones are found in the 3 
Skandinavian kingdoms, of which 1100 belong to Svea-rike , and not less 
than 800 of these to Upland, the seat of the Oden-dynasly. Many of the 
rune-stones are undoubtedly heatlien. 7) 



SAGA, (STORY, RELATION), the Clio of the North. She sits by S6- 
quabfick, relating to Oden the fortunes of mankind. 



1) The Ash Ygdrasil. — 2) Geijers Svea B. Hdfd. I, 334, trans, by Strong, p. 
3 1 3. — 3) Skaldskap, ch. 33. — 4) Gylfag. ch. 36. ~ 5) Stea Hikes mfd, I. 
135-174. — 6) Svenska FolkeU Hist, II. 439—471. — 7) Strinnhobn, II. 44o. — 
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9BA. *'Se4t 'tit call'd 'mong Men, Rel-world Jotnar crj, 

Plaht'tmrfaet 'mong the Gods , Water-hullrets Elves say , 

The Vanir name it Wm^ei Dwarfs call it Waerp Defp." 1) 

SBA-ROBSE. **To ihe trident of Neplane, in classic fiction, is at- 
tribnted the origin of the horse, and assuredly to the ocean, though not 
to its fabled ruler, has many a region been indebted for the introdnclion 
of that transmarine animal. An intimate and indissoluble association would 
thus be established between the land and sea rangers ; and , possessing 
as they do many points of poetic resemblance, it is singular, perhaps, 
that the metaphor should not continually occur. Few comparisons can 
appear more obvious than the Homeric simile: — 

i^9•* *ct?^og Itttto^ 

** which are to man 
His steeds, which bear him o*cr the seas remote." 
- - - - A Northman would be especially disposed to ascribe the subjuga- 
tion of the steed, and the control .of the pennoned courser— Hymm te tftpi, 
to one and the same power." 2) See dragon. 

8BA-Ri?rG, a Chief, generally of royal birth, who had no kingdom 
to inherit at home, and therefore sought one on the waters. Higher in 
title than the Vikings, they were also commonly at the head of much more 
powerful fleets. Every Sea-King was a Viking, but the reverse was only 
occasionally the case. 

SEA-MAIDS, Billows, i^gir's Daughters. 

8BMING, (the PACIFICATOR). "Thereafter joumicd he [Oden] north- 
ward, until he reached that sea which, as is thought, lielh about all 
lands. There set he his son as king , in the realm now hight Norway, 
Sfmimg was he called, and to him reckon Norway's kings their ancestry, 
togetherwith its Jarlsand other chief men, as is related in Haleygjatal." 3) 

SHIELD , a universal arm among the Northmen. They were gener- 
ally defended with steel rims and bosses &c. and were often orna- 
mented with plates of gold, silver devices, and rich paintings or earr- 
ings. — "The Skandinavians generally had shields of a long oval form, 
just the height of the bearer, in order to protect him from arrows, darts, 
and stones. They, besides, made use of them to carry the dead to the 
grave; to terrify the enemy by clashing their arms against them; to form. 



i) Smm, Eddm, Song of All- Wis* , str. aS. — a) Strtig, p. a55. — 3) Sn. Edim, 
Prefire, sec. II. 



289 

upon occasion a kind of shelter or lent -when they "were ohliged to encamp 
in the open field, or -^vhen the wenlhcr was bad. Nor was ihe shield less 
uscTul in naval enconnters; for if (he fear of falling into their enemies' 
hands obliged one of iheir warriors to cast himself into the sea, he could 
easily escape by swinuning upon bis buckler of wood or leather.** 1) 

sniELD-MAio, a title applied to the Nornor and to the Valkyrior, 
It was also often used of the Amazonian adventurers of the North, such 
as llervara, Alfliild and Tborberg. 

sniRLD OP PEACE, a Whoe Shield, held up as token of a truce. 2) 
SHIELD OP WAR, a Red Shield, defying to battle. 
SIGNS, daughter of Sigar, king of Zealand. See hagbabt. 
SIGURD, (Warder of Victory), Fafner's banc, Ihe slayer of Fafner* 
'*0f the worthies of the North, no one has left behind him a fame so 
widely diffused, as he the illustrious spouse or victor of Urynhilda, and 
parent of Aslauga, preserved in the golden harp — with whicli her foster- 
father, Heimer, lulled her cries — to be the favourite and queeu of the 
celebrated Regnar Lodbrok." 3) 

SIRBLO, Sicily, was as well as its wines well known lo the North- 
men. They conquered it in the 11th century, and Roger united it to 
Naples by the name of the two Sicilies. 

SKiNFAXE, Shccn-fax, Sliining-Manc. See day. 
SKULDA, one of the Destiuics. See ivorna. 

SLEiPNER, (the SLIPPER or 8LI0BB), the fiend-steed descended from 
Loke and Svadelfore, and belonging to Oden himself. Sleipner's swift- 
ness was immense; "grey was he, 8 were his feet, and the best horse he 
is for Gods and men." 4) Creutzer imagines he was a figure of the 8-mouths' 
winter of the North. 

S.XAIL , Merchant-ship. 
solunoar, See solu.ndbr. 

soRRR-sourrD , between the islands of Sokken and Broe, to the 
south of Bukken's-firth , in Stavanger Amt. 

80TB, — "A celebrated freebooter, who, it seems, bequeathed 
Ids name to some rocks on the coast of Sweden , where he was accustom- 
ed to rendezvous, and where, at length, he lost his life, according to 
one account, in a battle against St. Olaf. Some other codices, however, 
aaaert, that the pirates escaped by flight. — Tor/. Hist, III, 23. - - - - Our 



I^ Mmttel, I. 240. quoted by Strong, p. aoi. — 2) See Uljefrent Notes to bis 
Swedish traos. of Orwv Odd't Saga, p. 3o3. — 3) Strong, p. I18. — 4) Gylfag, 
cb. 4^* 
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pool has horroipied tlie incident from a saga, ascribed bj Miiller to the 
tenili centurj: ivho Ihns relates it in liis 8m§, BihU, — **At a ynle-feast in 
Gotltland, the Earl's son, Hroar, made a tow to rifle the tomb of the 
Yiking Sole, and the foster-brethren, Hordr and Geir, engaged to assist 
him. The J travelled, twelve in number, tlirongh dense woods to the 
monnd, and commenced the work of excavation. Toward evening, they 
had reached the frame within, bnt on the following morning the sides 
of the breach had united. This was repeated on the two following days, 
until at length it occurred to them to insert a sword in the interstice. By 
tliis expedient, they succeeded on the fourth morning in penetrating the 
limber-work, and discovered the door of the chamber. As they were on 
the point of opening it, Hordr bade the assistants be on their guard. He 
himself withdrew behind the door, but two of the people, less cautions, 
were struck dead by the stream of mephitic air. As no one was willing 
to descend, Hordr volunteered, on condition that he should be permitted 
to select three articles from the precious spoil. He was then lowered, 
but could descry nothing until Geir descended with fire and tapers. They 
now perceived an inner-door, and when this had been broken open, saw 
a ship richly laden, and Sot^ seated upon the poop. At the same time, 
however, such a volume of damp issued, with an explosion from the 
orifice , that the lights were extinguished. Hordr next attempted to take 
possession of the booty, but the dead warrior chaunted a stanza, forbid- 
ding the attempt. Hordr responded also in metre ; whereupon the spectre 
attacked him, and was gaining tlie mastery, when Geir rekindled the 
tapers. Suddenly the spectre fell to the ground; first, nevertheless, pro- 
phesying that the gold-ring, the last treasure seized by Hordr, should 
prove the bane of its possessor until it came into the hands of a female. 
The trinket, accordingly, proved fatal to him, since he was betrayed and 
stabbed in the back for that promulgated reward." 1) 

STHEiTALA.ND, lliu resideucc of King King, perhaps the present 
farm of llelge-laud in the parish of Hole, where there still stands a large 
Barrow. 

SUN. ^^Sun she's higlit 'mong Men, Ettr-glawmg Jotnar say, 

Siar among the Gods, £lves tlie P»a-'tUtk call her, 

Dtalmi platf-iister 'mong Dwarfs ; World-Vfkt the* Asar cryl" 2) 
So the Pagan Fins and Laps called one of their deities Beite or Beive-Neid, 
the sun or virgin sun, the Queen of Heaven. See Mou?i. 

SURTVR, See MVSPELHBIM, RAG?iARoa. 



1) Strong, p. »a ~ 3) Sim. Edda, Song of AU-Wise, sir. 1 7. 
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SWORDS. Spencer says, 1) "We pnreliased from the natives and Ar« 
minian merclianls at Bombara, a number of splendid sabres and poniards 
of ibc Ycry first iv^orkmanship , and evidently of great antiquity; but so 
well prescrrcd, that they appeared as if they had only yesterday left the 
hands of ihc armourer; several of ihe blades were engraved or inlaid 
with gold cliaracters. There were also fall-lenglh inscriptions on some of 
them, surmounted with the head of our Saviour or a Saint, which gener- 
ally ran thus, — Parmi Dey e par my Rey. Ne me tire pas sans raison, 
et nc mc remcts pas sans honnenr." — /^Some designations of blades wield- 
ed by celebrated heroes of romance are almost as formidable as the 
weapons themselves. Who can hear undaunted the very mention of Ex- 
calibar, the magic sword of Arthur, that 

"Flam'd like burning brond," 
OT even of Mimungr, the ch^-ifteuvre of Velint, which could cleave a cable 
thirty feet in diameter, wafied by the current against its motionless edge; 
or of the more resonant Eckisax, with wliich Thidrck rescued Sintrani 
from the jaws of a dragon; of Hildcbrand's Nagellring; of Gusi*s Drag- 
vendill, pronounced to be the best of swords; of Hraungvilhr's Brynlh- 
vari, which never lost its edge; of Hogni's Signrliomi ; of Rolfs Risa- 
naulr, heavy even to his arm, but too huge to be raised by any other; 
or, to name no more, of the two-edged glave of Hrofr, the nnprononncc- 
able Hrcggvidarnautrl" 2) — W^e cannot help translating the roUowing 
valuable note: — "To the Yisu tribe the Bulgarians bring sabres from 
tKe Mahommedan countries. These sabres are not provided with any hilt 
or ornament, — but are simply blades, just as they come from the smithy. 
When one suspends them by a thread, and fillips them with the finger 
— they ring again. Such sabres are suitable import-articles into the coun- 
try of Jura (Jugrien) , whose inhabitants pay a high price for them." See 
the Extracts from Arabic writers communicated by C. M. Frahn, /*«- 
Fonlmu u, mrnd, Araber Beriekte, In the oldest Russian Chronicle (by Nestor) we 
are told that the inhabitants of Kiew who, before the foundation of 
the Russian empire by the Varegic princes, were tributaries under the 
Chazarier, paid the same to them in double-edged swords. Indeed, when 
the Russians conquered Permia (Biarmaland) tliey found sabres of steel 
among them. See Schlster, RvstUche Ann, Supposing that all these state- 
nents are correct — a thing we have no reason to doubt, there being no- 
thing improbable in the case — it must follow that Mussnlmau sabre-liladcs 



l) TrateU to the Cauca$ut, — 2) Ulivng, p. 47> 
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*Iho belonged to llie articles iHtrodnced into ibe nortliertt region* of Rnv 
bi» J in the coarse of the trade with the tribes residing there. — '^^ ill not 
this, perhaps, gire a hint towards the explanation of the high-flown rela- 
liuii* bO ollen occurring in the Sagas respecting the cosily, wonderful, 
and Dwarf-forged swords?** 1) 

SY&STKAXD, the residence ofKingBele and his familj, liesopponte 
Framnas to the North of Sogne-frith — here only 2000 yards across. 

soLC^DBB-iSLBS. — At the entrance of dogne-frith , are now called 

YUrtStdemf and tm4re~Smiem. 

fioQCABACc. See dbscbiptiox op rccBBomc** Amx-miTC. 



THOB, (the liiCHTT), the Son of Oden and the Earth « the Sponse of 
Sif. — *'The god and personification of thnnder: and, like the claMi« 
Marii, of bmte strength. First-bom of Oden , he is the indefatigable enemy 
of the giants of the frost , at whom he hnrls his formidable mace. Ib 
Norway, he divided wnih or retained from Oden the principal revereace, 
and in the personal and local nomenclalnres of that portion of the pe- 
ninsnla, his name occurs wilh peculiar frequency. The two coats. *«», 
hames»ed to his chariot, possessed the valuable property of recoTcrias; 
life and vigour each morning, after their roasted carcasses had supplied 
an evening meal.** — **Three valuables also hath he. The one of thr«« 
is the Hammer (Mace) MieOmr [the Bruiser] , which Frost-trolls and Monal- 
ain-Giants know, when it is uplift: nor is this to be woudered at. for 
the head of many a one of their fathers and kin«men hath he broken 
therewith. The second precious thing he has, is a right excellent Mt§m- 
fr«^ [Mf fimf i m r t kmr, Bell or Girder of sirengthj and when he girdelh hia- 
self therewith, his Asa-might is doubled to the hh\L But a third ibin: 
hath he which Is exceeding precious, — his irmm^GUr^ [j di m f Uf mr , GmiBl- 
lets]; these he cannot miss, for to grasp the hammer>shafl withaL* l'} 5e< 
a mo^l charming description of the Hammer and its fabrication, iu the 
Youncer Edda, SkAlskaparmal, ch. 3S. — Qi Ii it interprets the Belt or 
Girdle, Mt^/rngfrnrd, iulo a symbol of the Ecliptic, and the Gaunlleis into 
9m. emblem of the security of organic nature against wild organic fire. 

TWftWTlT (^iBi\cssov% "The eldest son [of Viking's nine] was 

hight Thorstea The noblest of them all was he in ewry thing. 

a stout and tall-built man, strong, friend-rich and upright, tme-laf^l and 
iu all things to he depended on. Slow was he himself to anack another, 
hnl terrible was hi«< vengeance when that another fell upon him. >\L«i 



!• ^•mmkalmt Sutiiuiui F. BtU. 11 ^fii ~ a^ ^o^^ . p ]ft. ~ ^; G%ltM^. i }. i; 
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lime auglil was done against liim , could no one see 'wlielher lie took tlie 
same well or ill; bnt long tliercafler remembered he the whole, even as 
it had only just taken place." 1) — "According to the "writer of Thor- 
stein's Saga, or biography, he had married the only sister of king Bclc ; 
and the account of tliis alliance is duly embellished with a tinge of the 
marvellous. Reluming from a successful cruise, Tliorsten encountered a 
tempest, raised by the art of a magician, in the train of his implacable 
foe. Prince J6kull ; and liaving lost his vessel and crew, swam toward 
the shore: bnt was on the point of perishing, exhausted by the breakers, 
when a tail female form, wading tlirough the surf, approached. Her ap- 
pearance was nnfeminine; and addressing him by name, she inquired 
whether he would purchase his life by a promise to grant whatever boon 
she might subsequently desire. This condition was accepted; and having 
borne him to land , she resuscitated his languid animation and dismissed 
him with good wishes, postponing the preference of her petition. Ills 
enemy, however, ascertaining his escape, did not relax liis persecution; 
and on one occasion contrived to surprise Thorsten when only accom- 
panied by a single brother, and to attack the two with an armed band. 
Back to back the brethren fought manfully, and slew most of their assail- 
ants; but Thorir at length fell, and Thorsten, desperately wounded and 
faint, was forced over the precipice to which he had retreated, in order 
to secure his rear. Death seemed inevitable ; and he must soon have pe- 
rished, had he not been roused from his deliquium by the same deliveress 
who had rescued him from a watery grave. She again professed herself 
ready to assist him, provided that he w^ould now redeem his pledge, by 
complying with her request. This was no other than an engagement to 
espouse her; and, although he demurred on account of her un&ightlincss, 
his desperate situation and his promise which the Northmen deemed in- 
violable, induced him to submit; and he only required as a preliminary, 
that his sw^ord, Angrvatkill, should be recovered from the wave. This she 
effected, and tlie compact was made. She then informed Thorsten, that 
although she had twice saved his life, and had, moreover, destroyed his 
most formidable foe, the magician — having brought a preternatural dark- 
ness over the ship in which he sailed , and snspended him during that 
obscurity to the yard-arm — still had he fully repaid her: for his promise 
had released her from the spell under which she was bound to retain her 
present shape, until some one of generous birth C^*lborinn mathr) should 
consent to wed her. Henceforth the sister of Bcle would be herself again; 



l) Thortteu Viking$$ou» Saga, cb. f). 
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and if Thorsten should persevere in his iatentioB, lie most demand lier 
hand of her brother, whom she luinr he would shortly encounter and 
overcome. Ifcr prediction iras speedily accomplished, and the confeder- 
acy c»iahlished between the two warriors was cemented by this cove- 
nanted marriage." 1) 

THRCDVA:tG , Or THEUTH-HEIM , [the PLAI^ Or HOXI of the STR05C ,] the 
realm of Thor. 

THiUDVA!fG*s POET, — BiLSKTE!nK, the cKief CasQe and Capital of 
Thmdvang. 

'Tive hundred floors (rooms) Of all those Houses 

And forty roundabout "Whose roofs I know. 

So know I arch'd Bilskimir My [Oden's] Son's [Thor's] is 

boasted; surely largest." 2) 

THU!fDERI!VG COD, See THOR. 

Ti?TG, (originally meaning TmU, Conference) Public Meeting, Diet, 
Assize, Parliament, Wittenagemot. "The practise of holding courts in 
the open air, which so long prevailed in Britain, was a relic of Droidism 
wbicli 8n1)sisted in most Europaean countries. The court of Areopagus at 
Athens sat in the open air, and Pliny informs us that the Roman Senate 
was first so held. That circular inclosnres of stone were used as courts 
of justice and places for trial and combat is well know^n. In Scandinavia 
they were long so appropriated; and in Shetland and Orkney the practise 
ronlinncd to very late times. In these last places they were called Ting, 
which, according to Dr. Murray, originally signified to awrrvtmd. Of these 
mool-liills the most remarkable is the Tyrwald in the isle of Man, upon 
which tlic Duke of Athol, as descendant of the ancient kings, annually 
presides." 3) 

TixG'^SToi'fB , a high Stone-block on the highest part of the Ting- 
place. On this sate the Judge, king, or aspirant to the Crown, that lie 
might be the better seen by the people. On the Morm-tUme, near Upsala, 
many kings have been elected, even late in the Christian Era. 

TiRFi?fG. — *'Tbis sword, fabricated by two skilful Dwarfs, as a 
ransom for their lives, possessed several surpassing qualities. Bright as 
a sunbeam, its hilt and guard were of gold; it defied rust and fracture; 
would cleave iron or stone with the same facility as a garment; and, 
whclber in single or banded combat, conferred victory on the arm which 
wielded it. Yet the tasked and malicious artificers had also attached to 



i) Sliong, p. iij. — 2) Sitm. Edda^ Grimocr's Song, ilr. 24. — 3) l^ogmm, Sculish 
OhcI, I. ai»8. 
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il a malediction, that, whenever drawn, it should be the bane of man; 
should prove fatal to its original possessor, himself; and the instrument 
of three heinous enormities. The personal imprccalion was soon accom- 
plished ; for its owner, Svafrlami, having riven the massy iron-studded 
shield of Arngrim , with whom he was engaged, Tyrfing penetrated the 
ground, and before il could be withdrawn , was dibscvcred, with a portion 
of the arm which grasped it, by a stroke from the Viking, who, seizing 
the liberated blade, slew hi? antagonist. From llie conqueror Anigrini , 
it descended to his son, Anganlyr, and -was inliumed -with him in a 
mound at Samsoe. The precaution, nevertheless, proved vain, for a 
posthumous daughter of the Berserk , inheriting his ferocious disposition , 
addicted herself to war and sorcery; and learning the history of her sire, 
proceeded with some Rovers, whose leader she became, toward the haunt- 
ed isle. With difficulty she persuaded her crew to approach a place 
where demons, they affirmed, were more formidable by day than else- 
where by night; nor could any prospect of gain induce one of llicm to 
land. Alone, therefore, and at sun-set, she was abandoned upon tlie 
shore , the sailors not venturing to observe their promise to await her 
return ; and after a conference w^ith a herdsman , who refused to accompany 
her to the tomb, she advanced to the scene of terrors. Fearful were the 
fires erupted; yet undeterred by the danger, tl»e rune-versed maiden 
hastened to the principal mound, and thus commenced her adjuration: — 
''Wake, Angantyr , wake! Oflspring sole 1 stand , 

Berserk stern and wild. Forth thy tomb impart, 

Hear for Hervor's sake Svafrlami's brand 

Thine and Svafa's child; Forged by Dwarfish art.** 

A long metrical parley ensued; but since neither flames nor 
ominous predictions could divert the heroine from her purpose, the 
charmed weapon was at length cast into her haud. The three predicted 
atrocities still remained to be perpetrated; and of these, her own son, 
Ilcidrck, was subsequently destined to be the agent or subject. Banished 
by his fallier for misconduct, he was presented by Hcrvor, at his departure , 
with this ill-fated sword; and forgetting the penally attached, drew it 
with youthful inconsiderateness to contemplate its brilliancy: his only 
companion was then his brother, and him, urged by tlie spell, he con- 
sequently slew. The next deed of infamy — niding$verk — enacted willi 
this bane of man , was the treacherous murder of Heidrek's benefactor 
and falber-in-law, willi his infant son. And the assassination of this 
rufliau Jiimself, effected by some captives with bis own deadly blade, 
completed according to the Saga, the trio of crimes foretold, in iJic bund 
of a second Anganlyr, Tyrfing became, notwithstanding, once more the 
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itrcrifi i*\ Iralfriiiil humiriiU- . antl we in»7 Jtopc . "ir»* -wifi. naa e-atrw 
In li«- *li'<iiii*Trt'il \t\ iiii %<-i-unil Herviir.' — !■ roui lite 



I t.LCliAKCr. . riirmerly n Kylki^-Lincilnin . iadepcBtiec: l^i'^'r-- 
III! |ir«'*itriil |iro\ijicf of Ve^lmaiiLaBd . fnreilen. 

urLA^i) rumprchcnded tlic preftcnt aiiit« of Chrifttiac am h*-.*- 
iiirtrk . Iti|!ellier willi 01vrr»KuiiUDcri?c. 

OPiiAi/s TRMPLC. — "At ihc ancient Vpsala — Vaw* — Ftfu :• 
uriiiiilMiii ol Ode II . iuunded altunl flit* rear 'S^** a temp it . wh... -m- 
Y\ulf'ly felcitraicU. 1 will mil. likf ftoiw i-urion-* hi-AtoriosTr^DbT- *Tii' 
lirr- till lliiti I'liilfi lid- %«rilteii ri'h|icctJui: the capitiil of ki» Aiiac!^* t> 
ttTlMin il i". ihiil iIm- lalirit 'wa<> verr masiiiiircnt . accordini: t<.- lii- d •■-..t 
ol llifti Hfiv: o( nlonr . crucilomi. extendio^ &ixty cli''^ in IccziL. aa^ u 
lirffidili , Willi a rinp-wall or fence around it . nine hnndreti eli« ix ci • 
i-iiiiiifrenoe. Tlila leniple is aaiJ to have been resplendent wiiL ci*l: 
liotli inlernalJr and exIernHllj. and CRpeciallv corceon* from <> s^Aatz 
rliiiin (M foruite , M'liicli completely circuited it nnder the cxtremirT <" 
it- ruol. At tlie duur ot llii* Fane , accordin:* to the saaae auihontie- 
aliMid II I ret* oT uii known rtpecies . and retaining its leaf thronchont tk: 
year." *J) — See Mote lu Canto 111, page 40. 

URiiA'y clirynlal have. — '*Tlie fount of time, under that root »! 
lite ahli , Ygdrmnt — llie I'aradiMacal tree oi knowledge — -whieL cxteDcl- 
to tlie AWn. Bebide tlii'> iuunt . accordingly . they collect daily. !•■ lii*lk 
llirir iriliunal : that a dritiislit ol the water oi experience may he eonstanlK 
within their reach. Near this well. too. stands tiic heantilul palact oi 
Ihi' Kmrmr, late*< ; Irda, Vrrmmdt. SkaMa — I'ast . Frcscnt. Future. The water 
if> 1*0 Haered . tliat eTerjlhinp immersed therein becomes wrhite a«> the ht- 
infi: membrane of an egg-shell. From two swans <, tenants of thl^ flood 
s|ir<iiif: the earthly race oi these snow-white aquatics. Perchance these 
iniiiiortal itirds chant the death-sou*; oi those doomed hy the Faie» . a» 
ihcit mortal edii^iMiers «ire reported to hymn their ow^. An appellatioc. 
whirh iiah uiueh perplexed liihlical commentators, may possibly derivt 
i II ii«l ration troui ibis paf;e in the sacred archives of Scandinavia: and 
Km-mt$Kttmi i(.*en. XIV. '.^ , ihe lonut ol iudj;euienl. iumisii a hitherto ujft- 
iihsri\cd Irate oi Oriental afliiiity.'o ) 

VTCabh. (ovT-Tow.^: the capital of joluuheim. 



XAi.A. th«- name applied lo the Northern 61 by Is , who were resrard- 
• d ;m holy, and «on^>iilted on occasion^ of importance. The aniieni 



ii SUoM0. p. 'jifii. - 7- li^ltm. &T. T\. Hist. 1. iH.'i, cited h\ Strmtfi, p. miTi - 
i' Siitmf ^ p. I l<'. 
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Gennans and Italians had similar prophetesses; Horace applies the term 
¥olia to the latter. The Yolnspa , ^^Mch opens the Poetic Edda , is perhaps 
the most ancient Channt we hare, from the lips of the inspired "Divining- 
iromen" of antiquity. — The word Fo/, in all the old Northern langnages, 
means Fool or Madman; and we know that Oriental tribes always regard- 
ed snch with veneration , as God-gifted mortals. 

VALASRJALF, See ARM-RING. 

VAL-FADER, (FATHER of the SLAIIf) , See ODEN. 

VALHALL or VALHALLA, (Val-holl), The HALL of tllC SLAIN Or ELECT. 

The Elysian Mansion of the North, where Oden receires and banquets 
the warriors who fall in battle. 

"Oden scans the battle-plain, "Fire hundred lofty Doors, I ween, 
Draughts the heroes as they fall ; In Yalhall's shining Hall are seen , 
Snmmon'd to his board, the slain And twenty added twice thereto; 

Marvel at the glorious Hall. Einheriar Chiefs, eight hundred men, 

Piles of speare its columns rise. From each march out together, when 
Roofing shields its dome uprear; To battle 'gainst the "Wolf they 

E'en its tlirones in w^arrior- guise go.** 2) 

Glittering habergeons bear.*' 1) See eixheriar, ODB?r. 

VALKTRIA, (CHOOSER Or Couductor of the SLAI5). TMs name was 
applied to the Battle-Goddesses, who led the fallen "Warrior to the joys 
of the Spear-pillared Valhall. But the Valkyrias were also Shic]d-3Iaids, 
who bore round tbe mead (K:c., — at the l)anquels of the Einbcriar. In 
this sense, they w^ere Synonymous with tlie Hwrh of the Mohammedan 
Paradise. Misia and Sangrida , in Gray*s Ode of the Pmtal S»$ieri, were Val- 
kyrias. Sometimes a Heroine, sometimes a Destiny, the Valkyrias arc 
described by the bards, now with blue eyes and golden hair — and anou 
w^ith disshevelled locks, flaming glances, and bauds reeking with goro 
and plying the web of death! 

VAXAOis, (The VAXA-G0DDBS8 , the Venus of the Don), a surname of 
Freja. — "In various dialects of the Gothic language, waem or ^aen, signi- 
lles pulchrr, elrgan$, Ihrc uot Only dcduccs the name of Venus from ibis 
root, but observes, tbat Lat. Vrmitut {» synonymous. Rudbcek asserts tbat 
the ancient Goths called the Earth Peno'dii; maria dea, and Wenadis, amork dra; 
viewing the latter as formed from wen amor and da Jca." 3) 

VAR, (viiR, the WARY or the true). — "The ninth [Asynja, Asa- 
Goddess] is Var (Vor). Sbe listcnetli to those oaths and promises which 



i) Strm. Rddttt Orimnfr'f Song, str. 8. 9. translated by Stronf , p. H. — i) 
Gihnnrr'B Song, Sir. 23. — 3) Jamieten , HernieS Scvth, 

10 
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irielff ■ V«v'* -vrritii. Slie il I«. -ilMt*, who pmntUeili. -incii ls !irL'.\k lio 

siting. iNin'or -Milt \rijie iA Vit*-. inti iftkeili iKntii. ^o ihal iiuiLuiu; :.a 

J»#» -.tnr.';4)i'(f Irnm I»rr. A irn^vil* :* il , 'hat .i Lenulc iS iVr aAv.iir. 

.trifU'- ■▼'mmi :lif*l ^lip :A \rit,tt .kbonl -nnrfliiiij^. ' U ■'iiie vras -iiiu lUe 

'V«ifif'>liMii''«Vnf|<t(»AA .>!' lli^rmtliAl-'MlliA uiil il' \Ikrrifti;p. 

'.*vwu j •trrNf . *,Tiii,r' -N" rrtE iAKv-rrxmr] . :lie ilik .^'auiiiiia\-iau :i'im 

r»ir l'i*iii»ih»-vinhftnr . ^iirrtli'!»inii^ -.M-TiniiiftL , liAoued -luilavr >tr- 

\'o»r.rvn. iln» .v«l^'nl!tl•^v<lnl;^|«) . it .mvc tbe VuU-an .nut ho D*e- 

(tdUm at' :ln» X'tfTli. IViir 'virrtnniinhi-.- »rtlM \t?ia oi' Fiulli^^I .u*s<-:'iii . mil 
\r,m ) kiii«j** ••»•!. iw limiily .tiiiiM.'tiTiiii'c* liu ."f5i<»iniilLMl iiib ■riiiiuirxmi*n . 
lM'i«»^^ iniiRtl .^f >»frtiii\*i» '.liati'^Ji -ir.'iiiuiv .iiiilu Ho Jiurnil wiiIl liitr :Jr-nti'?r» 

inHiiy ^tr^Miio VitM»»sitiiil«»M . luii u iasi i^ninu in ;lio emirt -it Iiiiii; N.-iimir. 
\r\\*y i^*»n nU<»»< i-»v»i* ."*,vr.»ilt»ii. T'iiik iiait^ w.is iMnhle but ■txoiMMiinu ri'^'i:- 
AM«* (\f ^i\U\ ^ anii »oi»rtr'iiimJy I'siqurly ■li'.sii-nil lo iibiaiu. puwrrtwri'ii it 
nt«\s«« pi*(*4!ioii<< A\tA\ ^^n^i^x1A\i ihiui^ iii' wUiuh. V^.inluud rr\» iiuis«i»r- Ht» 
•"h »♦ !•'» lVvr-1 i'm;)vN«\':i««i< hiiti , wi«.»il liin jii'Wtjlrt. tmalutl liini -wl-.ii i^.it 
*•».•■«!•» jy, AH.4 Aiv. ijr.»i< Ivlw ^.> -^lu-oloy hui «TrJTaiir«linary ■fkill Li jrj.iitivj^ 
.*.-«i«M\i-«hirtjf <5>'»<*irt^ «»«■■» i*l' h.«'rt»-in»»r-»'l .\nd imiJhii'il iii.i>;;iL TTii.-* timHl rr«a-- 

FA ih<» rh^iVfr^^ «vf KU <vj>prft««^v. 5f« live. I lj>az *ii'i k^piiLLr. Jind ncty^i'l 
Aff<»f Ki« ^^Ath di«iii<t h'Vii^Atii'^. If« w.iA aacTisr^tlLy w^iril-'l ia the 

N/vfrh <■* fh* pf«>fArrftf j^Art j^aff.ii /^i .•miibitry. * tiiitl 06 demftarml Daa-^ris. 

WAft/ ijr^^f rhi<*f*, 6f e.rtnr^0! . b^%*r-*J .-,f p.-H'*«*4inj *p*r.inttc.* of fc.i+ woa- 

•'■W> r^%<l in »b<% If>lAn'Ii<; .S*8fa : — "Kinz NiJanscr roizncd now 
}n .Irrflffn;!^ nrnt hftfl in h't$ Itftin rliAt trxcf.Wfnt Amilh, Vclent. -nhom ilie 
\tftitififtr {f9t>*i-ritfi§frt, t.it\}p.t\ VolnnrL lf« %ra* *o celebrated throaghont the 
n/*f•Mf^rM w/»rhl, Mi*»r hM w*Tft nnnnirnofi^ in placing him at the head of 
h\n f'fffft; ?»»'! Ut fltfi'iit) llif! «ii|Fr'rir>r r-TCf-llenrc of any prodnclion of ihe 
fftrffcr*, }> li'-'MiriM ii4||hI lo «ay iIdiI llic arli»t mn»t have been a Tobtuda- 
In okill. A rivdhy l">v}ii^ ''fi^iifd liclwcen thi/i interloper and the inonarcU's 
ftntufr "MiHli , Il Yfnn imr"*''! llml Yrlinl nhonld fabricalo a sword, and 
liii n|f|Miti»>iil H Imtiit. %ylii('1i ilin Inltrr was also to pnt on, and if it were 
fntiii»l piMiif H^iiiiml llin rll^n of his hIcoI, Vclinl's head Avas lo j)ay the 
liith'M. Al•^^MlHM^Iy . nl lltn limn appointed, Amilias, having prcvionsly 
iiT|ftt<oqf>i) ttU ili>|i>Mniiiii)l«tii In riirorrc llic ppualiy, sat down upon a stool, 
di'litfiu Vi'Uiil IM r^ril nil bU ntronKlli. 'I'bc latter, who stood behind 
bint. tbiMt tni«lnH bi*« wrnpnn. elcl'l at a single stroke the armour and arm- 
ftiMPV domt !•) bl9 ^Inllr; and Inipuiing what he felt, was answered by 



I) Cijlfag., cli. 35. 
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Amilias, that lie had an internal sensation as if arising from cold-^aier. 
'Shake thjself!* was Velinl's reply; and this adyice being adopted, the 
moieties of his dissected frame separated, and fell on opposite sides of 
the stool." 1) 

VEGTAMSQVIDA , (The LAY of the WAYFARER), One of thc alliterative 
Chatinls of the elder Edda. — "Under the designation of Wayfarer 
(Vegiam) , Oden visits thc realm of Hela in quest of thc departed Vala, 
{prophtitftt) , in order to oi)lain some information regarding the danger of 
Balder, who, to the dismay of all thc tenants of Asg^rd, had been ren- 
dered dispirited through ominous dreams. The prophetess, roused from 
her slumber by his potent incantation, submits very ungraciously to the 
scrnliny; and as well through the purport of her relations, as through 
the tone and temper in which they are delivered , completely vindicates 
the simile of our poet, when comparing the "ill-boding wail of Vala , 
ntlered wilb a voice of gloom," to the murmured scniencc of malicious 
Helge. TJie ancient lay contains passages of awful sublimity; and that 
poet had drunk copiously of the inspiring cup ofBrage, who penned 
an imitation of the Skaldic "Descent of Oden" in this lyric phrase: — 

"Up rose the king of men with speed, . 
And saddled straight his coal-black steed, 
Down the yawning steep he rode 

That leads to Hela*s drear abode." &c 

The British bard paraphrased very freely throughout, yet must it always 
be difficult to -wish a single word obliterated, written by Mr. Gray." 2) 

"viDAR, [Vithar, the a^jtacojiist] , is bight One [of the Chiefs of 
AsgSrd], He is the Silent Asa-God, A shoe thick-welted halh he. The 
strongest of all he is, next after Thor, and of him have the Gods much 
help in all dangerous troubles." 3) — "The Wolf gorges Oden, wbo ibus 
gellelh his bane; but immediately thereafter rushes Vidar forward, and 
steppclh with one foot on his lower jaw. On that foot halh he the feboo, 
for which the leather has been, from of old, collected of all those bits 
which arc cut off shoes for the toes or heels thereof. He, therefore, who 
will come to the help of ihe Asar, alway shall lake care lo cast anido 
these culiings. "VS'ilh his other hand Vidar layelh hold of ihe W oH's 
npper jaw, and rivelh his throat asunder; and this is the doaih of (he 
"VVoir." 4) Creut%er interprets this mighty son of Oden, into an emh]<'m of 
the silent lapse of lime. 

viFELL, (CLCB). "Now it camc lo pass one day, that ihe JmiU went 
in before the king, and Yifcll »u<'d lor ihc hand of Kimyrfa, but Veseta 



i) Sironsf, p. 49. — 1) Do, 117. — 3) Gyifag. «.h. aQ. — 4) '^<'' * ''• '»' 



f.tr ih^t of £h4. Hi« tieaial sarc thekiB^QBio tkem both. HerenpoB becoa:! 
;ii*»T m;j:Ii.il7'*nra2i».i . and ^h'^rrljafl^roarrie'l rh«»y off lite maidens by for"*. 
'I'h^r-' »;':^f 3.'. I th^T from oat ?fa« roantrr. and -lared ftot come botore iki 
p{.3,...i -^ -.f th^ kin7. for bo'h haii be #xile*i from bL» realm . and al5«) oan$ed 
Ini* >n: i:ion4 to bended, ^o ifaat fbej should nerer cbriTe ibere in tbat Und: 
Ii«*r-*\«^i:b ordained he aUo . that their kin»nieB «haald for ever be drirei 
from rheir property. Ve^ete settled himself on that Ulanci or holm bight 
B'-^rz^nd^rhoIm . and be'*ame father to Bae and to Sizurd Rappe. ^ i:>ll 
<.iil>^>i ont farther to the ea.^C. takin; np hi3 abode on that i:iland called 
Vif^n*-!-*]*. By bi< wife. Eimyria. had he a »Ott hisht Vikins: early 
w*-» lie of ireat ^larcre, and far stronier than other men." 1: Space will 
n-»l allow n.« to translate farther: we refer to the amniinf Sa^a il*el£. 
?ce rij;i5C virir.tssox. 

"tic«id's — hishl the plain Diy*-)onmey' a hundred full 

Where, battling, meet It stretches cTery way: 

Sartnr and God^ so mild: Tis mark'd their field of ficht.''2 

viRi^c. fVA-mfr, B.4T-I0T Or wak-iot . the common appellati'm of 
\hf* nnm«*roo* Norlliern bncanier^ "who formerly rarased ''the Shore* of 
fyfrj ^ra." A* in «*arly Oreece, Piracy was originally in Scandinaria 
an hononr^hle and glorioa^ palli for booty and exploits. See sk.%-ki!vg. 

VfRfvc (viFELLSSft^,. ''Viking went in before the king, and sala- 
tpil him. The king a*ked him of his name, and he answered even a.« it 
vri*%, IFiinvor [the king's dangbterj sat at his side. Viking enquired 
wiiptlicr 4be bad not bidden him come thither? She said that so it was. 
Viking flfm;indrd , on what conditions he .slionld fight the duel with 
ffnrfk [(ron-lif»nd1. — 'Thon slialt have my daogbter*, said the king. 
*aiid nn bonoralile dowry tbcrennto.' — To this did Viking agree, and 
iberenpon was Iler^'or betrothed nnto him. Most men however ihongbt 
be was but a dead man, if be •»boii1d fisbt with Harek • • • • Viking now 
dri'W An^iirvaclol , and the lahbiun whined, even as a fire bnmed from 
out il. \% lion llarrk saw ibin be said, — *Ncver should I haxe fouglil 
with ibrp, bad I known tbat thou liadst Angnrvadel in thy hands'; • . , . 
nnd rvrti a^ be said ibeso words, Viking bowed Harek across the sknl! 
and riove bim down all bis length, so that the sword went deep into 
the earth , even up to ibc bill thereof," 3) Sec irox-head. 

Vi>r,or.p, (the rr.ooii of FRiE!<(ns or Court of Friendship), one of 
tbo Miinnions of Taradisc , in Asgfird. — "Another Hall bnilded llicy [ibc 
A^ar, iboronnlo ; bore wore altars for llio Goddesses: all-fair it was, and 
llii^ biuifto men call Vingolf." 4) 



I) ThoiilfH Vik. .V«»«. <Ii. t — a) Stpm. EJda, Vaflrudncr'.* Song, sir. i8. — 
'i) ThnntfH ViA. Saga. < li. i. '|. — '| ) Gylfag. ^I. 
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viRGiN-BOWSB. The lovers of the olden time were often sufficiently 
▼ioient in their wooings. Ravishment, robbery, and forcible abduction 
-were not nnfrequently attempted, and often with Buccess. The Yirgin- 
bower (^ikernma, Jungfru-bur) or separate apartment of the Maidens, was 
therefore, harem-like, guarded and fortified with great care. We some- 
times read, in the old songs and sagas, of draw-bridges and towers, not 
to speak of magic fires 6>lc,, being used for tbat purpose. 



WHALE. — "In Skaldic phraseology, Trold$ or Trolls, i. e. dcnion- 
giants and giantesses , arc termed ^'whales of the mountains." Tlie Saga 
of Hialmter and Oelver contains a very spirited description of a contest 
-with a magic whale , which terminates in its defeat and suhsidence." 1) 

wniTB GOD, a surname of Balder, who was also, during the chris- 
tianization of the North , often called The White Christ, See balder. 

WOMEN-WAVES , Witch-sent Storm-waves, 



YEOMAN, peasant, bonde (from bua, to reside), was originally an in- 
dependent and often very powerful landholder, whose estate was held 
without any condition of suit or service. 

TGDRASIL, {YggdrasiV, the UORSB of TGGR Or Oden,from Odcn having 
been suspended thereto in some magical or sacrificial ceremony,) llieTrec 
of Time. — "Then quod Gangleri j 'which is the chief place and holiest 
seat of the Gods?* — liar answered; 'it is by the Ash Ygdratil; there do 
the Gods give doom each day.* Gangleri then asked; 'what is there told 
regarding tliis place?* — Then maketh Jafnh^r [The equally lofty Our] reply: 
'This Ash is of all trees the chiefest and the best ; the branches thereof 
strike out over the whole world, and stand up above the heaven. Tbrcc 
roots there are which uphold the tree, and stretch themselves far and 
wide abroad. One goelh to the Asar; another to the Frost-trolJs wbere 
formerly Ginmingagap stood; and the third standelh over Niflhelm, and 
under this root is Hvcrgelmir, where Nidhogg gnaw^eth it down below. 
Under that root which reacheth to the Frost-trolls, is Mimer's well, where 
wisdom and understanding are concealed.'* 2) 

"Ash know I high standing — Thence 'tis come the dew-drops 
•Tis Ygdrasil hight — That fall in the dale , 

Its crown ever water'd It stands there aye green 

With white-flowing wave ; Over Urda's fount." 3) 

"The deeper signification of this Mylhus presents Ygdrasil us ibo 
increate, eternal, self-sustaining principle of life. Ifence it trembles, it 
is true, on the day of the mundane catastropbe, yet falls not, but con - 



I) Slrony, p. x37. — '2) Gylfag. i5. — 3) Volu*ps , ilr, itj. 



